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Chronology ST.26

Oct. 2010 Feb.2011 Mar. 2012 May. 2014 Mar. 2016 Jun.2017 Jun.2018 Oct. 2018 Jul.2019 Oct. 2020 Nov. 2020 Dec.2020 Oct. 2021 Jul. 2022

Start of TF works
based on EPO

Recommendation
was named ST.26

drafts and 1strelease
- Creation of WIPO (informally*
TF No. 44 — adopted by
‘recommendation Cws/4)
on the
presentation of
nucleotide and - Stable draft

amino acid

based on XML for

SEQL’s

adoption as a

WIPO standard”

- EPO was

assigned the role
of TF Leader

- Include INSDC
in the TF works

sent to public for
consultation

- Revision 1.1 of
ST.26 adopted
by the CWS/5

- Approval of

transition based

on filing date
(big-bang)

1strelease of
ST.26 was
formally
adopted by
CWS/4BIS

- Revision 1.3 of
ST.26 adopted
by the CWS/6

- PCT/WG/13
approves the rev.
to PCT Al's with a
view to submit
them to the PCT
Assembly (mid
2021)

- Green light for - ST.26 entry into
IPO’s to force (big-bang)
implement ST.26

- Revision 1.4 of
ST.26 adopted by
the CWS/8

- PCT/WG/11
notes 1st
proposal rev.
Al's wrt ST.26
and raises
several issues

- IB informs that will
develop the WIPO
Sequence tool for the
IP community

- Release 1.0 of
WIPO Sequence
was launched

- Revision 1.2 of ST.26
was adopted by the
CWS/6

* CWS/4 was not concluded, hence no formal approvals /conclusions have been published in 2014.

- Amendments to
PCT regulations
adopted by PCT GA
- big-bang date
postponed to
1/7/2022

- MVP for WIPO
Sequence reviewed
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EPO project for the adaptation of the Workflows to Standard ST.26

WIPO

EPO

Revision and adoption of PCT Al’s

Distribution/test of
WIPO Sequence by the IPO’s

Deve

Revision of RO and
ISPE Guidelines

lopment of Authoring/validaticn tool

Impact analysis on
IT ST.25/ST 26

WIE

eveloping WIPO Sequence

Support WIPO

Adapt EPO tools for ST.26

Jpdate EPO legal indtruments (OJ notices,
instructions for examiners and FO’s
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The challenges for Applicants and IPO

New standard, more complex rules

New tools for applicants and for EPO staff

Conversion of SEQL from ST.25 to ST.26 for applications claiming priority and

divisional applications with a previous/parent application filed before 01.07.2022

Working with ST.25 and ST.26 in parallel for several years
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EPC changes

= OJ released in December 2021
https://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/official-journal/2021/12/a97/2021-a97.pdf

ST26 applies to all applications filed on/after 1.7.22

This includes divisional/priority claiming applications

If non-compliant filed on filing date, EPO will invite to file a ST.26-compliant SEQL

Applications filed before 1.7.22 are subject only to ST25

XML and TXT as originally filed is made available on the EP register
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https://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/official-journal/2021/12/a97/2021-a97.pdf

Modifications of the PCT Regulations and Al’s

Amendements of the PCT legal framework
PCT Rules 5, 12, 13ter, 19.4 et 49

Sections 204, 207, 298, 313, 332, 333, 335 (new), 405, 513, 610, 707 of the PCT Administrative
Instructions

New Annex C : instructions relating to the presentation of sequence listing in PCT applications

New PCT forms

Main amendments concern:
Paper filing (paper and image format)

The handling of free text and its translation
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SEQL’s Workflow — e-OLF
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SEQL’s Workflow — SEQL validation

andle filed ST26 Seql documents

Upload data in BLOB|——

{SEQL in human readabi
i format [SEQLCON26] B

invite applicant to remedy 1

defidency in sequence listing|

H Sequence listing
i verification via SVS :

Formalities check on

iappllaﬁon performed and registered

European Patent Office



SEQL’s Workflow - substantive search

Create Search
report and writte

| Perform Substantive . : . | Perform Substantive
search w--=- b search on SEQL data
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SEQL’s Workflow — A Publlcatlon and dlssemllnatlon

iAppIicati{:n published
+ |A-publication)
i SEQLin ZIP format :
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SEQL’s Workflow — Substantive Examination

Note: Formalities officeris
involved in sending out
communications and
submissions

Create
communications

Perform Substantive
examination

Examination repo

Reply received to

Dossier allocated
examination report

Hold oral
proceedings

Ofal proceedings

Doc code=EDREXSEQL

-Communications (EXRE)
Intention to grant [edrex]

Examiner

-Oral proceedings Applicatigh refused
(optional) refusal SEQL available on the
Register, but not
printed
Create decision Intention_ | Create intention to S‘?‘Eﬂﬁ?E%R‘:”iD" Generate IGRA
o grant grant " (CASEX-PRIMA)

(TRIMARAN)

Verify intention to

grant and send to

Intention to grant
sent to applicant
(mailbox, post)
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SEQL’s Workflow — B Publication

' Execute B-:
! Publication ;
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: Application published :

(B-publication)
SEQLin ZIP format
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Thank you for your attention

Questions?
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