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INTRODUCTION 

1. At its ninth session in 2021, the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) approved the 
revised list of Tasks, as presented in Annex III of document CWS/9/25.  Two Tasks were 
discontinued, two Tasks revised, and no new tasks created at the ninth session (see 
paragraphs 128 to 130 of document CWS/9/25).   

WIPO Medium-Term Strategic Plan 2022-2026 

2. The WIPO Medium-Term Strategic Plan 2022-2026 was presented to the thirty-second 
session of the Program and Budget Committee (PBC) (see document WO/PBC/32/3).  The PBC 
recommended to the Assemblies of WIPO, each as far as it is concerned, to take note of the 
Medium-Term Strategic Plan (MTSP) 2022-2026 (see paragraph 108 of document 
WO/PBC/32/8). 

3. The activities of the CWS and WIPO Standards are relevant to the MTSP “Pillar 2. Bring 
people together and partner with stakeholders to shape the future of the global IP ecosystem”, 
and more specifically “2.1 Development of balanced and effective international normative 
frameworks for IP”.  Previously the CWS contributed to Strategic Goal IV, “Coordination and 
development of global IP infrastructure” under the framework for the Medium-Term Strategic 
Plan 2016 – 2021. 

  

https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/govbody/en/wo_pbc_32/wo_pbc_32_3.pdf
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Evaluation Report of WIPO Standing Committees 

4. The Report “Evaluation of WIPO Standing Committees” was published in February 2022 
on the WIPO website at: https://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/oversight/iaod/evaluation/.  The aim 
of this evaluation was to measure the effectiveness of WIPO in organizing and managing the 
Standing Committees, including the CWS; assess the extent to which the support and the 
resources available to the Secretariat are sufficient to achieve the expected results and have 
been used efficiently; and identify good practices and lessons learned for WIPO to manage the 
Standing Committees. 

5. The Evaluation Report highlights six major findings and provides six recommendations 
with closing criteria, action plans and deadlines.  Those recommendations can be summarized 
below and further details can be found in pages 35 to 38 of the Report. 

(a) Reiterate the purpose of the Standing Committees;  

(b) Compile, harmonize and clarify roles and procedures for the Standing Committees;  

(c) Optimize the facilitator role of the WIPO Secretariat on key issues to foster 
cooperation and exchange before, during and after the Standing Committee sessions; 

(d) Strengthen synergies, coherence and consistency among Standing Committees by 
determining relevant common approaches and good practices for conducting business;  

(e) Improve communication and outreach with a more proactive communication 
approach with Member States and Observers to inform them about the progress of the 
Standing Committees and the preparatory steps for future meetings; and  

(f) Facilitate a conducive space for self-reflection and learning from change by 
introducing a common learning approach across the Standing Committees to promote the 
exchange of experiences and good practices. 

6. The Secretaries of WIPO Standing Committees have been implementing the 
recommendations, such as the purpose of each Committee has been reiterated in the invitation 
to the Committee’s meeting and the collated Special Rules of Procedures of Standing 
Committees are published on WIPO website.  

7. The Report specifically refers to the workload created by the CWS Task Forces which put 
pressure on the staff resources of some Member States and of the supporting Secretariat team.  
For the CWS, Member States, which responded to the Evaluation survey, it was suggested that, 
in addition to reviewing the work program at each session, a further comprehensive annual 
review of the Task Forces’ progress was needed, including the dormant or inactive Task Forces 
and what the envisaged workload of the Task Forces for the coming year meant for the Member 
States and WIPO Secretariat (see paragraph 67 of the Report).  In this regard, the Report set a 
closing criteria and actions for Recommendation 3 in relation to the CWS, which are reproduced 
below. 

Closing criteria 
“3d. For CWS to carry out an annual review of the workload of its Task Forces (active and 
dormant) and determine the priorities for the next year in agreement with Member States 
and to actively encourage a broader participation of Member States in its Task Forces” 
 
Actions 
“Secretary will guide the CWS to invest more time to review workload and agree on 
priorities for the following year.  Secretary will issue a circular and closely work with 
regional bureaus to encourage Offices to participate in CWS Task Forces.” 

https://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/oversight/iaod/evaluation/
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CURRENT WORK PROGRAM AND CWS TASKS 

8. The Secretariat has prepared a new revised Task List for consideration by the CWS, as 
presented in the Annex to the present document.  For each task, the Annex includes the 
following information: task description, task leader or task force leader, scheduled actions to be 
carried out, remarks, and, where appropriate, proposals for consideration and decision by the 
CWS.  The list of current active Tasks is published on https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/work-
program.html.  CWS Task Forces and related documentation are available on WIPO website at:   
https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/index.html.  
 
9. This information will be reviewed and updated after the tenth session to reflect any 
agreements that the CWS reaches.  The International Bureau will publish an updated CWS 
Work Program Overview on the WIPO website under https://www.wipo.int/cws/ after the 
session. 

10. In addition, the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Working Group is invited, at its fifteenth 
session, to recommend the CWS to develop a new standard to enable the transmission of 
sequence listings in WIPO Standard ST.26 format as part of priority documents and certified 
copies (see paragraphs 11 and 14 of document PCT/WG/15/3).  In this regard, a new CWS task 
may need to be created.  

PROPOSAL FOR TASK PRIORITIZATION 

11. To facilitate discussion on the prioritization of Tasks by the CWS, the Secretariat 
considered preparing a proposal.  However, it was unclear how this should be prepared  
because different IPOs may have different priorities and a different sense of urgency, 
depending on their business requirements or their own projects with differing timelines.  
Therefore, the Secretariat suggests the following information as relevant to review and decide 
the priority of Tasks by the CWS.  

 Number and activity level of participating members and observers to a specific Task 
Force which deals with the Task (some Tasks do not have corresponding Task 
Force); 

 Status of Task, i.e., recently active, inactive or in abeyance;  

 Scheduled actions to be carried out: whether it is of continuous nature or has specific 
actions with a concrete timeline; 

 Types of required work: simple or complex, whether one Office can do most of the 
required work and others just carry out a review, or active participation or testing 
from a number of Offices is required; and 

 Required human and financial resources to carry out the Task and whether 
necessary funding and staff are already allocated. 

12. For information, the following is the list of the top five Task Forces in terms of number of 
participating members and observers in order1: 

(a) XML4IP Task Force 

(b) Legal Status Task Force 

(c) Sequence Listings Task Force 

(d) Name Standardization 

                                                
1 Further information on the Members and Observers of Task Forces is available on the WIPO website at:  
https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/members.html 

https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/work-program.html
https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/work-program.html
https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/index.html
https://www.wipo.int/cws/
https://www.wipo.int/cws/en/taskforce/members.html
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(e) PAPI Task Force 

13. The Secretariat also has some questions for the CWS to consider:  

(a) What does high priority mean in the context of Tasks?  Does this mean all CWS 
members should participate in high priority Tasks instead of maintaining their interest in 
other Tasks which are lower in priority?  Does it mean all Task Force members should 
take some action on the Task?  The Secretariat has observed that most Task Forces 
consist of a small group of highly motivated members, sometimes as small as a single 
member, who substantially drive the work forward; a larger number of participating 
members who review and comment; and an even larger number of quiet members who 
rarely attend meetings or submit comments. 

(b) Should the CWS limit the number of high priority Tasks to avoid overloading CWS 
members with work which cannot be completed in a timely manner?  If so, how should the 
limit of high priority Tasks be set, given that different Tasks require different amounts of 
resources and effort to complete?  Five simple tasks may be feasible to complete, while 
five complex Tasks may be challenging to make progress on all of them. 

(c) If the proponent Offices complete a Task which has low priority, what will the CWS 
do?  Should low priority Tasks wait for review and adoption by the CWS until higher 
priority Tasks are complete or should substantial progress be made?    

14. The CWS should clearly define what each priority level means for work on Tasks.  For 
instance, just assigning high, medium, and low as priority levels is not enough for Offices and 
the Secretariat to determine how much resources to invest in each one.  As an example, 
definitions such as the following could prove useful: 

(a) High – substantial progress should be made on this Task unless a specific resource 
is lacking that prevents progress (e.g. budget, particular personnel, etc.);  

(b) Medium – progress should be made on this Task, as long as the work does not take 
resources away from a high priority Task and needed resources are present; and 

(c) Low – progress can be made on this Task if the opportunity arises and if the work 
does not take resources away from higher priority Tasks. 

15. It should also be noted that the Secretariat is significantly involved in every Task, such as 
leading some Tasks, organizing discussions, circulating documents, and scheduling timelines, 
in addition to frequently contributing substantive work.  The Secretariat has a fixed number of 
staff to perform these duties, limiting how many Tasks that the Secretariat can support in a 
given year.  These limitations should be taken into consideration when prioritizing work.  In 
particular, the Secretariat should provide guidance on which active Tasks they can support at 
one time given current staffing levels.  If the CWS finds that more support from the Secretariat 
would be desirable to carry out the work of the CWS, more resources would be required for the 
Secretariat. 

16. The Secretariat also suggests conducting a survey to collect Offices’ preference and their 
priorities for Tasks.  If the CWS so decides, the Secretariat offers to prepare a draft survey 
questionnaire for consideration at the next session of the CWS, taking into account the 
information provided in paragraph 11 and guidance by the CWS in relation to the information 
provided in paragraphs 13 to 15 above.  
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17. The CWS is invited to: 

(a) note the content of the 
present document;  

(b) decide the creation of its 
new Task considering the 
recommendation of the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Working 
Group as presented in paragraph 10 
above; 

(c) consider and comment on 
the suggested information to be used 
for the priority of Tasks as presented in 
paragraph 11 above and provide 
guidance in relation to the questions 
and information provided in 
paragraphs 13 and 14 above; 

(d) decide the need of survey 
on the preference of its Members in 
prioritizing Tasks, and if agreed, to 
request the Secretariat to present a 
survey questionnaire at its next 
session; 

(e) consider the Task List as 
presented in the Annex to this 
document taking into consideration of 
the recommendation by the Evaluation 
Report, including the implication of 
workload of the Task Forces for the 
coming year for the Member States 
and WIPO Secretariat, as indicated in 
paragraph 7 above ; and 

(f) approve the Secretariat to 
incorporate the agreements, reached 
at this session in the CWS Work 
Program and the CWS Work Program 
Overview and publish them on WIPO 
website as described in paragraph 9 
above. 

 

 

[Annex follows] 
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WORK PROGRAM AND TASK LIST OF THE COMMITTEE ON WIPO STANDARDS (CWS) 

 

TASK NO. 18 

1. Description: 

Identify areas for standardization relevant to the exchange of 
machine‑readable data on the basis of projects envisaged by such 
bodies as the Five IP Offices (IP5), the Five Trademark Offices (TM5), 
the Industrial Design 5 Forum (ID5), ISO, IEC and other well‑known 

industry standard‑setting bodies. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The International Bureau should coordinate reporting on developments 
relating to standardization and/or the presentation of proposals to the 
CWS as necessary. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 18 is of an informative nature and a continuing activity (see 
paragraph 122 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(b) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, revised the description of 
Task No. 18 to include two new references, i.e., the Five Trademark 
Offices (TM5) and the Industrial Design 5 Forum (ID5) (see paragraph 
112 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(c) The CWS, at its fifth session, created a new Task No. 56 regarding 
machine to machine communications. 

(d) The CWS, at its eighth session, adopted WIPO Standard ST.90 on 
Recommendations for processing and communicating intellectual 
property data using Web APIs (Application Programming Interfaces).  

TASK NO. 24 

1. Description: 

Collect and publish Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) on Patent, 
Trademark and Industrial Design Information Activities of the CWS 
Members (ATR/PI, ATR/TM, ATR/ID). 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The International Bureau will collect and publish ATRs for reporting year 
2021 using the simplified process approved at CWS/9. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 24 is of an informative nature and a continuing activity (see 
paragraph 122 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(b) The CWS, at its first session, approved the revised recommended 
contents of ATRs on patent, trademark, and industrial design 
information activities as reproduced in Annexes I, II, and III to 
document CWS/1/8, respectively. The said revised contents have 
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been used since the year 2014 (i.e., since the ATRs/2013) (see 
paragraphs 47 to 49 of document CWS/1/10). 

(c) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, noted the oral report 
regarding the ATRs submitted for the year 2014 (see paragraph 110 
of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(d) Detailed information on ATRs and copies of the collection of ATRs 
provided by IPOs in electronic form since 1998 to present are 
available in the ATR wiki at: 
https://www3.wipo.int/confluence/display/ATR/Annual+Technical+Rep
orts+Home. 

(e) The CWS, at its fifth session, noted a report on the progress of Task 
No. 24 (see document CWS/5/18). 

(f) The CWS, at its sixth session, noted an oral report on the progress of 
Task No. 24 (see paragraphs 183 and 184 of document CWS/6/34). 

(g) At its seventh session, the CWS requested that the International 
Bureau present a proposal to improve ATRs at the eighth session 
(see paragraphs 205 to 208 of document CWS/7/29). 

(h) At its ninth session, the CWS agreed to use a simplified ATR process 
for three years and then consider again whether or not to discontinue 
ATR collection (see paragraphs 97 to 105 of document CWS/9/25). 

TASK NO. 33 

1. Description: 

Ongoing revision of WIPO Standards. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau: the CWS will further consider the appointment of 
Task Leaders upon specific requests for the revision of standards. 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The revision of standards is considered an ongoing activity. As a means 
of expediting the standards revision process, the Secretariat may pass 
requests received for the revision of standards directly to an existing 
Task Force Leader, or present the request beforehand for consideration 
by the CWS at its next session. In the latter case, the CWS will be able 
to decide either on the adoption of the requested revision, or the 
creation of a new task, or whatever it considers appropriate. The 
Secretariat will inform the CWS of any revision request passed directly 
to a Task Force at its next session. If a specific request to revise a 
particular standard should be sent directly to an existing Task Force 
Leader, as long as it is possible, the Task Force would start work on it 
immediately; otherwise, the Task Force Leader would refer the request 
to the next session of the CWS for consideration (see document 
CWS/1/9 and paragraph 53 of CWS/1/10).  

4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 33 is of an informative nature and a continuing activity (see 
paragraph 122 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 
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(b) The CWS, at its third session, noted that the second paragraph of the 
revised entry for SPC in the Glossary of terms concerning industrial 
property information and documentation (the Glossary) published in 
Part 8.1 of the WIPO Handbook, concerning the extension of a SPC 
for medicinal products for pediatric use, could be broadened in scope 
in a future revision of Standard ST.9 if it was considered necessary 
(see paragraph 28 of document CWS/3/14). 

(c) The CWS, at its third session, on the basis of a proposal regarding 
Supplementary Protection Certificates (SPC) presented by the 
German Patent and Trademark Office, adopted a revision of WIPO 
Standard ST.9 and approved the revision of the entry on SPC in the 
Glossary (see document CWS/3/3 and paragraphs 23 to 27 of 
document CWS/3/14). 

(d) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, approved the revision of 
WIPO Standard ST.60 (see paragraphs 60 to 65 of document 
CWS/4BIS/16). 

(e) The CWS, at its sixth session, considered a proposal for the revision 
of WIPO Standard ST.60 (see document CWS/6/20); and a report on 
recommended date formats in various WIPO Standards prepared by 
the International Bureau (see document CWS/6/21). The proposed 
revisions to ST.60 were approved by the CWS, and agreed to keep 
date formats unchanged (see paragraphs 129 to 130 and 133 to 135 
of document CWS/6/34). The proposed revisions to ST.60 were 
approved by the CWS, and agreed to keep date formats unchanged 
(see paragraphs 129 to 130 and 133 to 135 of document CWS/6/34). 

(f) At its seventh session, the CWS considered a proposal to split INID 
code 551 of WIPO ST.60 and referred the matter back to the 
Trademark Standardization Task Force for further consideration (see 
paragraphs 161 to 162 of document CWS/7/29). 

(g) At its seventh session, the CWS approved making future revisions to 
ST.37 under Task No. 33 when needed (see paragraph 71 of 
document CWS/9/25). 

TASK NO. 33/3 

1. Description: 

Ongoing revision of WIPO Standard ST.3. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The revision of WIPO Standard ST.3 is considered an ongoing 
activity. As a means of expediting the revision process, the 
International Bureau should follow the specific procedure adopted 
at the eleventh session of the SDWG (see paragraph 35 of 
document SCIT/SDWG/11/14). 

(b) The International Bureau plans to submit a proposal for the 
revision of WIPO ST.3 for consideration at CWS/10. 
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4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 33/3 is of an informative nature and a continuing activity 
(see paragraph 122 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(b) On the basis of the change in the ISO Online Browsing Platform 
published by the Maintenance Agency for International Standard ISO 
3166, the International Bureau changed the country name Cape 
Verde to Cabo Verde (English name) and Cap-Vert to Cabo Verde 
(French name) in Annex A to WIPO Standard ST.3; the two-letter 
code CV and the Spanish name (Cabo Verde ) remained unchanged. 
The International Bureau informed IPOs and CWS Members about 
the changes on March 5, 2014. 

(c) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, approved the revision of 
ST.3 in adding the new two-letter code “XX” and noted the revision of 
ST.3 in adding the new two-letter code “XV” for the Visegrad Patent 
Institute (VPI) and changing the name of the Office for Harmonization 
in the Internal Market (OHIM) to the European Union Intellectual 
Property Office (EUIPO) (see paragraphs 94 to 98 of documents 
CWS/4BIS/16). 

(d) The CWS, at its sixth session, noted the information regarding the 
revision of WIPO Standard ST.3 (see document CWS/6/5). 

(e) In 2019 the International Bureau prepared and circulated a draft 
amendment of WIPO Standard ST.3 in which the two letter code “EU” 
was incorporated for consultation following the established procedure 
for revision. The revision was approved by the seventh session of the 
CWS. 

(f) At its seventh session, CWS agreed to bring WIPO Standard ST.3 in 
line with the UN Terminology Database (UNTERM), with a few 
exceptions based on the established practice by the International 
Bureau. The CWS also agreed to modify the streamlined procedure 
for revision of WIPO Standard ST.3 (see paragraphs 13 to 18 of 
document CWS/7/29). 

(g) In June 2022, the Secretariat issued circular C.CWS 161 informing 
IPOs of a change of name in ST.3 by the Republic of Türkiye 
(formerly Republic of Turkey), following an official letter to the United 
Nations and an update to UNTERM and the revised ST.3 was 
published. 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/4 contains a proposal to update ST.3 by changing “industrial” to 
“intellectual”, add two-letter codes for Marshall Islands and Niue, and update footnote 4 on 
use of codes “IB” and “WO” for the Hague and Madrid Systems. 

TASK NO. 38 

1. Description: 

Ensure continuous revision and updating of WIPO Standard ST.36. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 
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3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The task is of a continuous nature (see paragraph 191 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(b) The Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision of 
WIPO Standard ST.36 adopted by the Task Force at the next 
session of the CWS (see paragraph 4(a), below). 

4. Remarks: 

(a) As a means of ensuring a continuous maintenance of WIPO Standard 
ST.36:  

i. any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.36 presented to the 
Secretariat will be forwarded directly to the ST.36 Task Force for 
consideration and approval; 

ii. the ST.36 Task Force is temporarily authorized to adopt revisions 
of WIPO Standard ST.36; 

iii. a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.36 will be forwarded to 
the CWS for its consideration whenever a proposed revision 
becomes controversial, i.e., whenever it is not possible to reach 
consensus among the ST.36 Task Force members; and 

iv. the ST.36 Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision 
of WIPO Standard ST.36 adopted by the Task Force at the next 
meeting of the CWS (see paragraphs 58 and 60 of document 
SCIT/SDWG/8/14, 52 and 53 of CWS/1/10, and 73 and 74 of 
CWS/3/14). 

(b) The CWS, at its second session, approved the roadmap for the 
development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML (see document 
CWS/2/4, and paragraphs 17 to 19 of CWS/2/14). 

TASK NO. 39 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.66. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau in collaboration with the European Union 
Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The Task is of a continuous nature (see paragraph 191 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(b) The Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision of 
WIPO Standard ST.66 adopted by the Task Force at the next 
session of the CWS (see paragraph 4(a), below). 

4. Remarks: 

(a) As a means of ensuring continuous maintenance of WIPO Standard 
ST.66:  

i. any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.66 presented to the 
Secretariat will be forwarded directly to the ST.66 Task Force for 
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consideration and approval; 

ii. the ST.66 Task Force is temporarily authorized to adopt revisions 
of WIPO Standard ST.66; 

iii. a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.66 will be forwarded to 
the CWS for its consideration whenever a proposed revision 
becomes controversial, i.e., whenever it is not possible to reach 
consensus among the ST.66 Task Force members; and 

iv. the ST.66 Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision 
of WIPO Standard ST.66 adopted by the Task Force at the next 
meeting of the CWS. (See paragraph 56 of document 
SCIT/SDWG/8/14, 52 and 53 of CWS/1/10, and 73 and 74 of 
CWS/3/14.) 

(b) The CWS, at its second session, approved the roadmap for the 
development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML (see document 
CWS/2/4, and paragraphs 17 to 19 of CWS/2/14). 

(c) The CWS, at its third session, noted the status report, by the Task 
Force Leader, on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.66 and the 
discussion on PFR ST.66/2013/001/Rev.1 (see document CWS/3/9 
and paragraph 63 of CWS/3/14). 

TASK NO. 41 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.96. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The Task is of a continuous nature (see paragraph 191 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(b) The International Bureau will organize regular monthly meetings 
of the XML4IP Task Force on a day and time agreed by the 
members. 

(c) The XML4IP Task Force will review ST.96 components by 
comparing them with the corresponding XML components of the 
older XML Standards: ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86, to determine 
which ST.96 elements should be mandatory. 

(d) The XML4IP Task Force will proceed with a pilot project for an 
online platform for external developers working with IPOs to 
provide direct feedback on relevant WIPO Standards. 

(e) The International Bureau will work on creating a centralized 
repository to host Office-specific implementations of ST.96. 

(f) The XML4IP Task Force Leader will inform the CWS at the tenth 
session of any revisions of WIPO ST.96 adopted by the Task 
Force. 

(g) The Task Force will present a final proposal for a JSON standard 
at the tenth session of the CWS. 
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(h) The Task Force will present final proposals for copyright orphan 
work metadata at the tenth session of the CWS.  

(i) The Secretariat will publish WIPO ST.96 example XML instances 
on the WIPO website. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) As a means of ensuring continuous maintenance of WIPO Standard 
ST.96:  

(b) any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.96 presented to the 
Secretariat will be forwarded directly to the XML4IP Task Force for 
consideration and approval; 

(c) the XML4IP Task Force is temporarily authorized to adopt revisions of 
WIPO Standard ST.96; 

(d) a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.96 will be forwarded to the 
CWS for its consideration whenever a proposed revision becomes 
controversial, i.e., whenever it is not possible to reach consensus 
among the XML4IP Task Force members; and 

(e) the XML4IP Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision of 
WIPO Standard ST.96 adopted by the Task Force at the first available 
session of the CWS. (See paragraph 24 of document CWS/2/14). 

(f) The CWS, at its second session, approved the roadmap for the 
development of WIPO Standards dealing with XML (see document 
CWS/2/3, and paragraphs 17 to 19 of CWS/2/14). 

(g) The CWS, at its second session, adopted the new WIPO Standard 
ST.96, entitled “Recommendation for the processing of industrial 
property information using XML (eXtensible Markup Language)”, 
along with its Annexes I to IV (see paragraphs 20 to 23 of document 
CWS/2/14). 

(h) The CWS, at its third session, noted the result of the work of the 
XML4IP Task Force and the report of the Task Force Leader. In 
particular, the CWS noted that the XML4IP Task Force planned to 
submit, for consideration and adoption at that session, proposals of 
Annexes V and VI which would refer to ST.96 XML Schema, version 
1.0, which had been adopted at the second session of the CWS. 
However, considering the ongoing discussions on the revision of the 
XML Schema with potential major changes, the Task Force agreed to 
prepare the two Annexes based on the next version of the XML 
Schema instead of version 1.0. Therefore, the finalization of the 
Annexes will depend on the progress on the revision of XML Schema, 
as well as available resources in the Task Force Member Offices and 
the International Bureau (see paragraph 22 of document CWS/2/14, 3 
of CWS/3/5, and 42 of CWS/3/14). 

(i) The CWS, at its third session, agreed that the work for the mapping 
and development of tools for the bi-directional transformation between 
WIPO Standards ST.96 and ST.36, ST.66 or ST.86 should continue. 
The work should be primarily carried out by the XML4IP Task Force 
along with ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 Task Forces. The tools should be 
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owned and maintained by the International Bureau with the assistance 
of the XML4IP Task Force, and ST.36, ST.66 and ST.86 Task Forces. 
The CWS welcomed the offer of the Delegation of the United States of 
America to assist in the development of the tools for bi-directional 
transformation. The CWS also agreed that this arrangement for 
assistance should be revisited at its next session (see paragraph 43 
of document CWS/3/14). 

(j) With regard to the statement provided in paragraphs 18 and 19 of 
document CWS/3/5, the CWS, at its third session, agreed that, for the 
time being, the Task Forces dealing with XML should not be 
reorganized (see paragraph 45 of document CWS/3/14). 

(k) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session noted the progress reports 
presented by the Leader of XML4IP Task Force (see documents 
CWS/4/6 and CWS/4BIS/4) and adopted new Annexes V and VI. The 
CWS also approved the modification of Task No. 41 to read “Task No. 
41: Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard 
ST.96”. The CWS assigned the modified Task No. 41 to the XML4IP 
Task Force (see paragraph 99 to 103 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(l) The CWS, at its fifth session noted the progress reports presented by 
the Leader of XML4IP Task Force (see documents CWS/5/5). 

(m) The CWS, at its sixth session agreed on the fixed release dates of 
April 1 and/or October 1. The CWS also noted that the Republic of 
Korea would host the XML4IP Task Force meeting in person in Seoul, 
Republic of Korea in 2019 (see paragraphs 52 to 54 of document 
CWS/6/34). 

(n) At its seventh session, the CWS approved the use of a centralized 
repository for custom ST.96 schemas from IPOS and an external 
developers forum. The CWS also reassigned Task No. 63 to the 
Digital Transformation Task Force (see paragraphs 23 to 40 of 
document CWS/7/29). 

(o) At its eighth session, the CWS noted the inclusion of geographical 
indication schemas and copyright orphan work schemas in WIPO 
ST.96 version 4.0, and requested that the XML4IP Task Force 
present a proposal for an appropriate platform to engage with external 
developers (see paragraphs 85 to 94 of document CWS/8/24). 

(p) At its ninth session, the CWS noted publication of version 5.0 of 
ST.96, and invited members to comment on the draft paper for 
copyright orphan work metadata presented in the Annex to document 
CWS/9/4, including liaising with their copyright Office for comments 
(see paragraph 20 to 24 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/5 reports the release of version 6.0 of ST.96 in October 2022, and 
contains an improved draft of copyright metadata schemas for orphan works. 
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TASK NO. 42 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.86. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The Task is of a continuous nature (see paragraph 191 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(b) The Task Leader will inform the CWS of any revision of WIPO 
Standard ST.86 adopted by the Task Force at the next session of 
the CWS. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) As a means of ensuring continuous maintenance of WIPO Standard 
ST.86:  

i. any proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.86 presented to the 
Secretariat will be forwarded directly to the ST.86 Task Force for 
consideration and approval; 

ii. the ST.86 Task Force is temporarily authorized to adopt revisions 
of WIPO Standard ST.86; 

iii. a proposal to revise WIPO Standard ST.86 will be forwarded to 
the CWS for its consideration whenever a proposed revision 
becomes controversial, i.e., whenever it is not possible to reach 
consensus among the ST.86 Task Force members; and 

iv. the ST.86 Task Force Leader will inform the CWS of any revision 
of WIPO Standard ST.86 adopted by the Task Force at the next 
meeting of the CWS. (See paragraph 50 of document 
SCIT/SDWG/9/12, 52 and 53 of CWS/1/10, and 73 and 74 of 
CWS/3/14.) 

(b) The CWS, at its third session, noted the oral report, by the Task Force 
Leader, on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.86 and the discussion 
on the proposal for revision PFR ST.86/2013/001 (see paragraph 64 
of document CWS/3/14). 

TASK NO. 43 

1. Description: 

Prepare guidelines, for implementation by IPOs, regarding paragraph 
numbering, long paragraphs, and consistent rendering of patent 
documents. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

Task No. 43 is held in abeyance. 
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4. Remarks: 

(a) At its ninth session, the SDWG requested the ST.36 Task Force to 
review the points elaborated by the Citation Practices Task Force in 
paragraph 12 of document SCIT/SDWG/9/3. At its eleventh session, 
after considering the review carried out by the ST.36 Task Force 
regarding the recommendations of the Citation Practices Task Force 
described in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/11/6, the SDWG 
agreed that there was a need for guidelines to uniquely identify the 
different parts of a patent document across different publication 
platforms and agreed to create the Task (see paragraph 35 of 
document SCIT/SDWG/9/12, and 45 to 47 of SCIT/SDWG/11/14). 

(b) In November 2009, the European Patent Office (EPO), JPO and 
USPTO presented the proposal PFR ST.36/2009/007 (Corrections 
and Changes in Patent Documents) for the revision of WIPO Standard 
ST.36 that is under discussion by the ST.36 Task Force at present. 
Certain aspects of this new Task are quite similar to some of the 
issues raised by the ST.36 Task Force during the discussion of PFR 
ST.36/2009/007 (at the moment of preparing this document, lack of 
business consensus has halted the discussion, see paragraph 5 of 
document CWS/1/6). There are also ongoing discussions on 
paragraph numbering, which includes business issues of amendment 
processing and the preferred paragraph numbering method within the 
framework of the PCT (e.g., in the 17th Meeting of the International 
Authorities under the PCT in February 2010; see documents 
PCT/MIA/17/9 and 11, and paragraphs 83 to 88 of PCT/MIA/17/12), 
and of the Trilateral/IP5. 

(c) In view of paragraph 4(b), above, the Secretariat, after consulting the 
two Offices which had expressed the most interest in the Task, 
namely the EPO and the USPTO, considered that it would be 
premature to set up a Task Force to deal with this Task as the 
discussion on business issues has not progressed enough yet within 
individual offices. Therefore, it would be convenient to give more time 
to the IP5 to reach an agreement on harmonizing their business 
requirements for paragraph amendment and numbering. This task 
should also wait for further developments on these issues related to 
paragraphs in patent documents within the PCT framework before 
getting under way. 

(d) The CWS, at its first session, agreed that Task No. 43 should be held 
in abeyance, subject to review in the light of progress made by the IP5 
in harmonizing business requirements relating to the issues referred 
to in the Task description and in the light of developments of PCT 
discussions in this domain (see paragraphs 52 and 53 of document 
CWS/1/10, and 73 and 74 of CWS/3/14). 

(e) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, agreed to keep Task No. 
43 in the CWS Task List for future discussion taking into account the 
proposal by the Secretariat as to whether to remove Task No. 43 from 
the CWS Task List or to revive the discussion on Task No. 43 (see 
paragraphs 116 and 117 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 
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TASK NO. 44 

1. Description: 

Support the International Bureau by providing users’ requirements and 
feedback on the ST.26 authoring and validation software tool; support 
the International Bureau in the consequential revision of the PCT 
Administrative Instructions; and prepare necessary revisions of WIPO 
Standard ST.26. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

European Patent Office (EPO) 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The International Bureau will continue to support IPOs with their 
implementation plans for transitioning to WIPO Standard ST.26, 
including offering training webinars. 

(b) The International Bureau will finalize development of the WIPO 
Sequence Suite in line with user feedback. 

(c) The SEQL Task Force will support development and testing of 
the WIPO Sequence Suite, and consider further revisions to 
ST.26 if needed. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 44 was created by the CWS at its first session. The CWS 
also established a Task Force (the SEQL Task Force) to handle the 
Task. The CWS requested the Task Force to liaise with the 
appropriate PCT body with regard to the possible impact of such a 
standard on Annex C to the Administrative Instructions under the PCT 
(see paragraphs 27 to 30 of document CWS/1/10). 

(b) The CWS, at its third session, noted the progress report by the Leader 
of the SEQL Task Force, including a roadmap to prepare the new 
standard (see paragraphs 47 to 49 of document CWS/3/14). 

(c) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, noted progress report on 
this Task and approved the new WIPO Standard ST.26 (see 
documents CWS/4/7 and CWS/4/7 ADD. and paragraphs 49 to 53 of 
document CWS/4BIS/16). The CWS also noted further progress 
report on this Task and revised the Task’s description and requested 
the SEQL Task Force to present a proposal for the transition 
provisions from ST.25 to ST.26 (see paragraphs 82 to 84 of document 
CWS/4BIS/16). 

(d) The CWS, at its fifth session, approved the revised Standard ST.26 
and agreed on the transition provision from Standard ST.25 to ST.26 
(see paragraphs 39 to 45 of document CWS/5/22). 

(e) The CWS, at its sixth session, approved the revised Standard ST.26 
(see paragraph 111 of document CWS/6/34). 

(f) At its seventh session, the CWS noted the classification of free-text 
qualifiers into language-dependent and language-independent 
categories and approved the revision to WIPO ST.26 (see paragraphs 
130 to 133 of document CWS/7/29). 
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(g) At its eighth session, the CWS noted the necessary further revisions 
to ST.26 and were encouraged by the IB to provide their ST.26 
implementation plans.  

(h) At its ninth session, the CWS noted that the ST.26 implementation 
date was changed to July 1, 2022 by agreement of the PCT at the 
General Assembly in October 2021.  The CWS approved final 
revisions to ST.26 in advance of the implementation date, and noted 
the International Bureau's plans to finalize development of WIPO 
Sequence Suite (see paragraph 58 to 65 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/12 presents the work plan of the Sequence Listings Task Force and 
requests support from IPOs on use of WIPO Sequence Suite.  Document CWS/10/13 
proposes revisions to ST.26 to fix editorial mistakes and add new examples to Annex VI.  
Document CWS/10/14 requests the CWS to encourage applicants to use the WIPO 
Sequence / ST.26 mailing list and knowledge base, and encourage IPOs to report bugs 
through the 3-tier support model. 

TASK NO. 47 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standards ST.27, 
ST.87, and ST.61; prepare supporting materials to assist the use of 
those Standards in IP community; analyze the potential of merging the 
three standards ST.27, ST.87, and ST.61; and support the XML4IP 
Task Force to develop XML components for legal status event data. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The Legal Status Task Force will prepare a proposal for any 
needed revisions to the detailed events or the guidance 
document for patent legal status data in ST.27, ST.87, or ST.61. 

(b) The Legal Status Task Force will propose an update to the 
description of Task 47 based on the discussions about possibly 
discontinuing work on a potential merger. 

(c) The Legal Status Task Force will work on a proposal for  possibly 
adapting "event indicators" to ST.61 and ST.87, to be presented 
at the tenth session of the CWS. 

(d) The International Bureau will publish the WIPO Standard ST.61 
mapping tables from IPOs, which are reproduced in the Annex to 
document CWS/9/10 Rev. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 47 was created by the CWS at its third session. The CWS 
also established a Task Force (the Legal Status Task Force) to 
handle the Task (see paragraphs 52 and 54 of document CWS/3/14). 

(b) At its third session, the CWS also agreed that the development of the 
recommendations should initially be prepared by a platform-
independent task force, as the recommendations should be 
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independent of the format to be used. Then, on the basis of the 
outcome of that initial discussion, the existing Task Forces dealing 
with XML should be invited to implement the said result in XML (see 
paragraphs 50 to 54 of document CWS/3/14). 

(c) The CWS, at its reconvened fourth session, noted status report on 
this Task presented by the Legal Status Task Force (see paragraphs 
54 to 59 of document CWS/4BIS/16). 

(d) The CWS, at its fifth session, noted status report on this Task and 
adopted the new Standard ST.27 (see paragraphs 49 to 57 of 
document CWS/5/22). 

(e) The CWS, at its sixth session noted a progress report on this Task 
(see document CWS/6/11). The CWS also approved the revised 
WIPO Standard ST.27 and a new WIPO Standard ST.87 on industrial 
design legal status data (see paragraphs 73 to 86 and 93 to 103 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(f) In 2019 the Secretariat issued a circular inviting IPOs to assess their 
business practices and IT systems and review the provisional detailed 
events of WIPO Standard ST.87. 

(g) At its seventh session, the CWS adopted a new guidance document 
for ST.27; requested that the Legal Status Task Force begin work with 
priority on a standard for trademark legal status data; approved 
clarifying revisions to ST.27; and approved publication of ST.87 
mapping tables (see paragraphs 105 to 122 of document CWS/7/29). 

(h) At its eighth session, the CWS adopted WIPO Standard ST.61 for 
trademark legal status data,  requested the Secretariat to invite IPOs 
to assess their business practices and IT systems with regard to 
WIPO ST.61, approved a revision to ST.27 for changes to 
supplementary data for alignment with ST.96, requested the Task 
Force to analyze the potential of merging the three legal status 
standards, and requested the Task Force to present a proposal for 
use of reserved characters in WIPO ST.27 at the next session of the 
CWS (see paragraphs 26 to 30 and 51 to 56 and 114 to 118 of 
document CWS/8/24). 

(i) At its ninth session, the CWS approved the proposed revisions to 
ST.27 for "event indicators".  The CWS requested the task force to 
study whether to adapt event indicators for ST.61 and ST.87, and 
whether to update the description of Task No. 47.  (see paragraphs 46 
to 56 of document CWS/9/25.) 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/12 proposes a revision to Annex II of ST.87 for consistency with ST.27 
and ST.61, and proposes an update to the description of Task No. 47. 
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TASK NO. 50 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary maintenance and update of surveys published in 
Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and 
Documentation. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The International Bureau will update Part 7 of the Handbook with 
the revisions agreed at the ninth session of the CWS. 

(b) The International Bureau will conduct and publish results of a 
survey to update representation of calendar dates in Part 7.1 of 
the WIPO Handbook. 

(c) The Part 7 Task Force will revise their work plan to schedule a 
survey for updating Part 7.9 of the WIPO Handbook. 

(d) At the tenth session, the Secretariat will inform the CWS of the 
results of surveys conducted this year and present survey 
analysis for approval. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) Task No. 50 was created by the CWS at its reconvened fourth 
session. The CWS also established a Task Force (the Part 7 Task 
Force) to handle the Task (see paragraph 73 of document 
CWS/4BIS/16). 

(b) The CWS, at its fifth session, noted the progress report and the 
tentative plan for maintenance and update of the surveys published in 
Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook, in particular, the actions to be carried 
out following the fifth session of the CWS, as indicated in Annex II to 
document CWS/5/11. 

(c) At its sixth session, the CWS approved a questionnaire on SPCs and 
PTEs and requested the Secretariat to issue a circular inviting IPOs to 
participate in the survey. The CWS also requested the Part 7 Task 
Force to prepare a proposal for a questionnaire on numbering of 
published documents and registered rights for the eighth session. 
(See paragraphs 153 to 158 of document CWS/6/34). 

(d) At its seventh session, the CWS approved publication of the survey 
results on Supplementary Protection Certificates and Patent Term 
Extensions; requested the Secretariat to invite IPOs to participate in 
the survey on IPO numbering systems; requested the Secretariat to 
invite IPOs to update their information in Part 7.3 of the WIPO 
Handbook; requested the Part 7 Task Force to prepare a 
questionnaire to update Part 7.1 of the WIPO Handbook; and agreed 
to hold in abeyance the proposal to prepare a questionnaire for 
updating Part 7.6 of the WIPO Handbook pending the progress report 
of the Digital Transformation Task Force at the next session of the 
CWS (see paragraphs 179 to 195 of document CWS/7/29). 

(e) At its eighth session, the CWS approved publication of the survey 
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results on numbering systems used by IPOs for published documents 
and registered rights (see paragraphs 65 to 69 of document 
CWS/7/29). 

(f) At its ninth session, the CWS approved the revised work plan for 
updating  Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook, and requested the task force 
to schedule an update to Part 7.9 on citation practices (see 
paragraphs 110 to 114 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/16 contains a revised schedule for future surveys to update Part 7.  
Document CWS/10/18 contains analysis of the survey on calendar dates conducted to 
update Part 7.1. 

TASK NO. 52 

1. Description: 

Prepare recommendations for systems for providing access to publicly 
available patent information of IPOs. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The International Bureau will publish the results of the part 2 
survey. 

(b) The PAPI Task Force will prepare recommendations for systems 
providing access to publicly available patent information from 
IPOs. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At its fifth session, the CWS agreed to create the new Task No. 52 
and to establish the Public Access to Patent Information Task Force 
(see paragraphs 96 and 100 of document CWS/5/22). 

(b) At its sixth session, the CWS considered a draft questionnaire 
presented by the PAPI Task Force and referred the questionnaire to 
the Task Force for update (see paragraphs 162 to 163 of document 
CWS/6/34). 

(c) At its seventh session, the CWS approved Part 1 of the questionnaire 
and requested the Secretariat to invite IPOs to participate in the 
survey.  The questionnaire for Part 2 of the survey was referred back 
to the Task Force for further consideration (see paragraphs 196 to 
201 of document CWS/7/29). 

(d) At its eighth session, the CWS approved publishing the results of Part 
1 of the survey, approved the questionnaire for Part 2 of the survey, 
and requested the Secretariat to invite IPOs to participate in the 
survey Part 2.  (see paragraphs 70 to 72 and 122 to 125 of document 
CWS/8/24). 

(e) At its ninth session, the CWS noted the results of part 2 of the survey 
on access to publicly available patent information (see paragraph 85 
to 88 of document CWS/9/25). 
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TASK NO. 55 

1. Description: 

Envisaging developing a WIPO standard assisting IPOs  in providing 
better “quality at source” in relation to applicant names, prepare a 
proposal for future actions aimed at the standardization of applicant 
names in IP documents and present it for consideration by the CWS. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) and the International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The Task Force will propose recommendations on quality of applicant 
data to support name standardization at the tenth session of the CWS. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At its fifth session, the CWS agreed to create the new Task No. 55 
and to establish the new Name Standardization Task Force to handle 
the Task (see paragraphs 85 and 86 of document CWS/5/22). 

(b) At its sixth session, the CWS approved a questionnaire on use of 
identifiers. The International Bureau surveyed IPOs and reported the 
results to the seventh session of the CWS. A WIPO Workshop on 
Name Standardization was also approved and held on May 2-3, 2019 
at WIPO headquarters (see paragraphs 164 to 170 of document 
CWS/6/34). 

(c) At its seventh session, the CWS approved publication of the results of 
the survey on use of identifiers and requested the Name 
Standardization Task Force to present a proposal for future actions at 
its eighth session (see paragraphs 73 to 84 of document CWS/7/29). 

(d) At its eighth session, the CWS requested the Task Force to propose 
recommendations for quality of applicant data to support name 
standardization. 

(e) At its ninth session, the CWS noted the revised work plan of the Task 
Force (see paragraphs 117 to 118 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/17 presents a preliminary draft of recommendations on data cleaning 
for name standardization for review and comment by the CWS. 

TASK NO. 56 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.90; 
support the International Bureau in developing a unified catalog of APIs 
that are made available by Offices; and support the International Bureau 
in promoting and implementing WIPO Standard ST.90. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

United Kingdom Intellectual Property Office (UKIPO) and Canadian 
Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) 
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3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The International Bureau will work to implement the new Web API 
standard in its products and services, and invite IPOs to 
participate in testing the new WIPO CASE APIs when they are 
implemented. 

(b) The API Task Force will promote use of WIPO ST.90 their 
organizations. 

(c) The International Bureau will create a unified catalog on the 
WIPO website of APIs which IPOspresent externally and report 
progress at its next session. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) The CWS, at its fifth session, agreed to create the new Task No. 56 
and assigned it to the XML4IP Task Force (see paragraphs 92 and 93 
of document CWS/5/22). 

(b) At its seventh session, the CWS assigned this Task to newly created 
API Task Force and requested that a final proposal for a new 
Standard be presented at the eighth session (see paragraphs 50 to 54 
of document CWS/7/29). 

(c) At its eighth session, the CWS adopted new WIPO Standard ST.90 on 
Web APIs for IP data (see document CWS/8/24 paragraph 15). The 
Task description for Task No. 56 was also updated to ensure the 
ongoing improvement of this Standard. 

TASK NO. 57 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.88. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

IP Australia and International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The Task Force will review and propose any necessary revisions and 
updates to WIPO Standard ST.88. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At its fifth session, the CWS agreed to create the new Task No. 57 
and to establish the Design Representation Task Force (see 
paragraphs 103 and 104 of document CWS/5/22). 

(b) At its sixth session, the CWS noted the work plan of the Task Force 
and approved the draft questionnaire on electronic visual 
representation of industrial designs proposed by the Task Force. The 
CWS requested the International Bureau to conduct a survey of IPOs 
and report the outcome at the seventh session of the CWS (see 
paragraphs 173 and 180 of document CWS/6/34). 

(c) At its seventh session, the CWS approved publication of the results of 
the survey on electronic visual representation of industrial designs, 
and  (see paragraphs 173 to 178 of document CWS/7/29). 
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(d) At its eighth session, the CWS adopted WIPO Standard ST.88 on 
electronic representation of industrial designs, and requested the 
Task Force to prepare a proposal for treatment of SVG format in 
ST.88 (see paragraphs 31 to 41 of document CWS/8/24). 

(e) At its ninth session, the CWS revised ST.88 for treatment of SVG 
image format (see paragraphs 80 to 83 of document CWS/9/25). 

TASK NO. 58 

1. Description: 

Prepare a proposal for a roadmap of future development and 
enhancement of WIPO Standards, including policy recommendations, in 
view of more effective production, sharing, and utilization of data by 
IPOs and other interested parties, taking the following activities: i. to 
review the Recommendations in Group 1 indicated in the Annex of 
document CWS/6/3, in collaboration with other relevant CWS Task 
Forces; ii. to review the Recommendations in Group 2 and Group 3 
indicated in the Annex of document CWS/6/3; iii. to prioritize 
Recommendations and suggest a timeline; and iv. to explore the impact 
of disruptive technologies on IP administration and IP data in view of 
harmonization and collaboration. Collect information about the 
requirements from IPOs and customers; and prepare recommendations 
for electronic visual representations of designs. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The ICT Strategy Task Force will take into account the results of the 
ICT Strategy survey when it prepares its planned ICT strategic roadmap 
and work plan for 2022. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At the sixth session, the CWS created new Task No. 58 to carry out 
activities related to ICT strategy. The CWS requested that the new 
Task Force coordinate with existing Task Forces on the priority of 
work, with any differences of opinion between Task Forces raised to 
the CWS for resolution. The CWS requested the new Task Force to 
prepare a report for its eighth session on the new Task, including a 
prioritization of the work items in relation to the 40 Recommendations 
listed in the Annex of document CWS/6/3 (see paragraphs 18 to 27 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(b) At its seventh session, the CWS noted the progress of the Task Force 
and noted their plan to present a strategic roadmap at the eighth 
session of the CWS (see paragraphs 19 to 21 of document 
CWS/7/29). 

(c) At its seventh session, the CWS noted the progress of the Task and 
the work plan of the ICT Strategy for Standards Task Force (see 
document CWS/8/13).  Taking into account the suggestion and 
support by delegations, the CWS requested the International Bureau 
to invite all Offices to respond to the survey on priority of 40 
Recommendations and to report the results of survey at its ninth 
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session (see paragraphs 80 -84 of document CWS/8/24). 

(d) At its eighth session, the CWS noted the results of the survey of of 
Task Force to prioritize the 40 Recommendations. 

(e) At its ninth session, the CWS noted the results of the survey of IPOs 
to prioritize the 40 Recommendations.  The CWS requested the ICT 
Strategy Task Force to take into account the results of the survey 
when it prepares the planned ICT strategic roadmap and its work plan 
for 2022. (see paragraphs 14 to 18 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

The Task Force Leader to provide an oral report at CWS/10. 

TASK NO. 59 

1. Description: 

Explore the possibility of using blockchain technology in the processes 
of providing IP rights protection, processing information about IP objects 
and their use; Collect information about IPO developments in use of and 
experience with blockchain, assess current Industry Standards on 
blockchain and consider merit and applicability to IPOs; Develop 
reference models of using blockchain technology in the IP field, 
including guiding principles, common practice and use of terminology as 
a framework supporting collaboration, joint projects and proofs of 
concept; and Prepare a proposal for a new WIPO Standard supporting 
the potential application of blockchain technology within the IP 
ecosystem. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

IP Australia and Rospatent 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The International Bureau plans to publish the blockchain whitepaper by 
early 2022. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At the sixth session, the CWS created new Task No. 59 to carry out 
activities related to blockchain for IP business. A new Blockchain Task 
Force was created to work on this task. The CWS noted that the Task 
Force will explore whether good use cases exist for using blockchain 
before the grant of IP rights (see paragraphs 28 to 35 of document 
CWS/6/34). 

(b) The International Bureau organized a workshop on blockchain in April 
2019, inviting CWS Members and any interested parties to explore 
use cases related to IP. 

(c) The Blockchain Task Force held a meeting in person immediately 
following the workshop. 

(d) At its seventh session, the CWS noted the progress of the Task Force 
and revised the description of Task No. 59 slightly to improve clarity  
(see paragraphs 61 to 67 of document CWS/7/29). 

(e) At its eighth session, the CWS noted the progress of the Task (see 
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document CWS/8/15). 

(f) At its ninth session, the CWS noted the progress of the Task Force 
and the forthcoming whitepaper from the International Bureau (see 
paragraphs 35 to 44 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/9 will report the activities of the Blockchain Task Force. 

TASK NO. 60 

1. Description: 

Prepare a proposal for the numbering of INID codes regarding word 
marks and figurative marks, on splitting INID code (551), and a potential 
INID code for combined marks. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

After a resolution in the Madrid Working Group, the Task Force will 
prepare a recommendation on whether to maintain or split INID code 
551 for collective, certification, and guarantee marks in WIPO Standard 
ST.60 for the next session of the CWS. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At the sixth session, the CWS created new Task No. 59 to provide 
recommendations on several trademark proposals for INID codes. A 
proposal by the EUIPO to introduce new INID codes for certain types 
of marks was adopted by the CWS, with the issue of which code 
numbers to assign referred to the Task Force. The other proposals in 
Task 60 were raised during the plenary (see paragraphs 128 to 133 of 
document CWS/6/34). 

(b) At its seventh session, the CWS discussed a proposal to discontinue 
Task No. 60, but continued the Task so the Trademark 
Standardization Task Force can continue to discuss the proposal to 
split INID code 551 (see paragraphs 161 to 162 of document 
CWS/7/29). 

(c) At its ninth session, the CWS noted that  further work on the proposal 
to split INID codes is pending the outcome of discussions in the 
Madrid Working Group (see paragraphs 119 to 120 of document 
CWS/9/25). 

TASK NO. 61 

1. Description: 

Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.91, 
including methods of search for 3D models and 3D images. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

Rospatent 
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3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

The Task Force will prepare a proposal to revise Standard ST.91 on 3D 
models and 3D images, including methods of search, at the tenth 
session of the CWS. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At the sixth session, the CWS considered a proposal by the Russian 
Federation to address technical and regulatory limitations that 
currently prevent submission of 3D models to IPOs. The CWS created 
new Task No. 61 to address issues with 3D models and images. A 
new 3D Task Force was created to work on this task (see paragraphs 
138 to 144 of document CWS/6/34). 

(b) At its seventh session, the CWS approved a questionnaire for IPOs 
on use of 3D models and 3D images and requested the International 
Bureau to invite IPOs to take the survey (see paragraphs 90 to 101 of 
document CWS/7/29).   

(c) At its eighth session, the CWS noted the results of the survey and 
preliminary  text for a draft standard from the Task Force (see 
paragraphs 73 to 75 and 103 to 108 of document CWS/8/24). 

(d) At its ninth session, the CWS adopted Standard ST.91 on 3D models 
and 3D images (see paragraphs 28 to 33 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

The 3D Task Force will provide an oral report on its activities at CWS/10. 

TASK NO. 62 

1. Description: 

Review WIPO Standards: ST.6, ST.8, ST.10, ST.11, ST.15, ST.17, 
ST.18, ST.63 and ST.81, and WIPO Handbook Part 6, in view of 
electronic publication of IP documentation; and propose revisions of 
those Standards and materials if needed. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The Secretariat will conduct the survey of IPOs on their practices 
for digital transformation. 

(b) The Task Force will report the results of survey and propose draft 
analysis for consideration at the tenth session of the CWS. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At the sixth session, the CWS created new Task No. 62 to review and 
update WIPO Standards for the needs of digital publication. The task 
was assigned to the new Digital Transformation Task Force (see 
paragraphs 149 to 152 of document CWS/6/34). 

(b) At its seventh session, the CWS noted the progress report by the 
Task Force (see paragraphs 102 to 104 of document CWS/7/29). 

(c) At its eighth session, the CWS noted the progress report by the Task 
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Force (see paragraphs 109 to 113 of document CWS/8/24). 

(d) At its ninth session, the CWS approved a questionnaire to survey 
IPOs on their practices for digital transformation (see paragraphs 90 
to 95 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/15 presents analysis of the digital transformation survey results for 
approval by the CWS.  

TASK NO. 63 

1. Description: 

Develop visual representation(s) of XML data, based on WIPO XML 
Standards, for electronic publication. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

Present a report on the progress of the Task for consideration at the 
tenth session of the CWS. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At the sixth session, the CWS created new Task No. 63 to work on 
visual representation of XML data. The Task was assigned to the 
XML4IP Task Force (see paragraphs 145 to 148 and 153 of document 
CWS/6/34). 

(b) At its seventh session, the CWS reassigned Task No. 63 to the Digital 
Transformation Task Force (see paragraphs 39 to 40 of document 
CWS/7/29). 

TASK NO. 64 

1. Description: 

Prepare a proposal for recommendations for JavaScript Object Notation 
(JSON) resources compatible with WIPO Standard ST.96 to be used for 
filing, processing, publication and/or exchange intellectual property 
information. 

2. Task Leader / Task Force Leader: 

International Bureau 

3. Scheduled actions to be carried out: 

(a) The XML4IP Task Force will prepare a final proposal for a new 
WIPO Standard on JSON for consideration at the tenth session of 
CWS. 

(b) The International Bureau will invite IPOs to comment on the 
working draft of the JSON specification, to participate in 
discussions, to test the JSON schema, and to provide feedback 
to the Task Force. 

4. Remarks: 

(a) At its seventh session, the CWS created Task No 64.  The CWS 
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requested the XML4IP Task Force to present a proposal for a new 
WIPO standard on JSON at its eighth session (see paragraphs 55 to 
60 of document CWS/7/29). 

(b) At the eighth session, the CWS noted the progress made in 
developing JSON schemas (see paragraph 91 of document 
CWS/8/24).  

(c) At the ninth session, the CWS noted the XML4IP Task Force intention 
to present a final proposal for a JSON standard at the tenth session of 
the CWS (see paragraphs19 to 20 of document CWS/9/25). 

5. Proposal:  

Document CWS/10/6 proposes a new WIPO standard for adoption by the CWS on using 
JSON for IP data, and proposes a revision to the description of Task No. 64. 

 

[End of Annex and of document] 
 


