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10 years in the CPC

From a bilateral initiative to a global international classification system
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The start of an incredible adventure – October 2010 



From 2 to 37 CPC offices: a growing CPC community

 There are now 37 offices in the CPC (including the EPO and USPTO)
− Morocco and Bulgaria joined the CPC in 2021
− Peru signed a CPC MoU with the EPO (April 2022)
− Monaco and Belgium joined the CPC in July 2022
− Italy joined the CPC in September 2022
− Luxembourg joined the CPC in December 2022

 Out of these 37 offices, 22 are EPO member states
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22 EPO member states (besides the EPO) and 1 validation state in CPC

Poland started exchanging CPC 
data with the EPO in May 2022
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Some 2023 events where CPC will be presented:

• 10th CPC Annual meeting with National Offices, 08-09 March 
2023, will be virtual

• 10th CPC Annual meeting with Industry users, 23 March 2023, 
will be virtual

• Patent Information Users Group (PIUG) 2023 Annual 
conference, 30 April – 03 May, 2023, will be at Alexandria, VA
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CPC data coverage



CPC coverage EPO core collection (1 January 2023)
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CPC coverage EPO core collection in past 10 years:
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CPC data sent by 22 CPC offices (1 January 2023)
EPO core collection

+ CPC data from other offices
+ Family propagation
+ 1.5 Million NPL documents

68.7 million
documents

68.7 million documents are now classified in 
the CPC as of 1 January 2023
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CPC data sent by National Offices in past 10 years: 
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CPC harmonisation and training



Harmonisation plan EPO-USPTO

• Bilateral agreement on classification practice

• ~800 USPTO technical and classification experts discuss with 
~680  EPO Classification Quality Nominees (Class-QNs)

• Standardisation of classification practice.
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Want to know more about CPC classification practice?

• CPC Scheme and Definitions
• CPC General and Advance training
• E-learning modules:

• Using CPC in classification
• Practical and strategic aspects 

of the CPC
• CPC essentials
• General training on 

Combination sets
• CPC Field-specific training material

• Recorded lectures on 
CPCinfo.org (European Patent 
Academy)

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training
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CPC Training went online!

CPC collective training events

Collective Training Events in 2023 (March – June 2023)
A61K33, B25B, C01G, C08F14,  F28, G01C, G01P, H01P
Registration is open until 22 March 2023) via OS08-2023
(full url: https://www.epo.org/learning/training/details.html?eventid=16058)

Collective Training Events in 2022:
B64G, B65G, A61B 5/00, A24F, H02K, H01L33 (spring sessions)
H04R, G10L13-17/26 & G10L25-99, A61L15-33/18, A45B, B65B, C12N9/C07K14 (autumn sessions)

15

https://www.epo.org/learning/training/details.html?eventid=16058
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CPC training on the CPC website

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training
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https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training


USPTO updates on CPC Training

Customize unique technical expert training for each office (at USPTO 
or National Office location)

• General training
• Master level training
• Advanced training in specific technical field
• C-set training 
• Computer Based Training (CBT) e-learning modules
• Field-Specific Training (FST) on CPC Scheme/Definitions
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USPTO updates on CPC Training

Customize unique classification workshop for external stakeholders 
(at Regional Offices of the USPTO)

• General training
• Advanced training
• Field specific training on CPC Scheme/Definition 

• New Emerging Technologies
• C-set training 
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A dynamic CPC scheme

Keeping CPC updated with on-going technological developments



 Adaptations of the CPC scheme are triggered by:
− EPO / USPTO / patent offices’ examiners
− Classification departments

 CPC bilateral revision process:

CPC kept being updated: CPC revisions

IP5 (EPO, USPTO, JPO, CNIPA, KIPO)
IPC community  IPC CPC
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 Four releases per year
 Announced under "Latest News"  

section on www.cpcinfo.org

 Four CPC releases in 2023:

− 1 January 2023
− 1 February 2023
− 1 May 2023
− 1 August 2023

CPC 2023.01
CPC 2023.02
CPC 2023.05
CPC 2023.08

CPC Release Schedule
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http://www.cpcinfo.org/


CPC revisions – pre-release area
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Scheme Changes in 2021/2022:
• Number of created new symbols
• Number of deleted symbols
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Definition Changes in 2021/2022:
• Number of new definitions
• Number of deleted definitions
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CPC Notices of Changes (NoC) 2013 – 2023:
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2013-2023 CPC NoC Publication 
data

Year RP MP DP
2013-2023 870 357 178
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Reclassification efforts at the USPTO and the EPO:

• After CPC revisions group inventories need to be reclassified 
accordingly; this constitutes the maintenance of the system, which 
is carried out by the USPTO, the EPO and other CPC offices. 

• EPO’s and USPTO’s objective is to reclassify documents within a 
year past the publication date of their respective CPC releases. 

• In past 10 years, the USPTO and the EPO reclassified more than 
2.2M family documents.
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What comes next?



More services to CPC offices and users



Thank you for your attention!

More info?

www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@uspto.gov cpc@epo.org

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
mailto:cpc@epo.org
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