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CPC co-operation

From a bilateral initiative to a global international classification system
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32 Offices in the CPC
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Two new 
CPC offices 

in 2021:
Morocco and 

Bulgaria
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... including 18 EPO member states and 1 validation state



6

CPC coverage EPO core collection (3 January 2022)

Country Country Code

Total Number of 
Bibliographic Data 
Records (source: 

EPODOC on 
03/01/2022)

Number of 
Bibliographic Data 

Records classified in 
CPC

% of Bibliographic Data 
Records classified in 

CPC

EPO EP 3.916.222 3.914.280 100,0%
United States US-A + US-B Docs 1.011.679 13.639.405 99,9%

Austria AT 1.011.679 727.666 71,9%
Belgium BE 592.937 559.449 94,4%

Switzerland CH 721.377 582.741 80,8%
Germany DE 5.892.936 5.094.389 86,4%
France FR 2.487.625 2.467.505 99,2%

United Kingdom GB 2.340.960 2.175.488 89,5%
Luxembourg LU 64.597 63.580 98,4%

The Netherlands NL 555.979 543.097 97,7%
ARIPO AP 5.291 4.053 76,6%

Australia AU 1.584.215 1.272.420 80,3%
Canada CA 2.574.759 1.457.068 56,6%

OAPI OA 13.344 13.217 98,4%
WIPO WO 4.197.923 4.190.113 99,8%

TOTAL 39.699.070 36.704.471
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CPC data sent by 21 CPC offices (3 January 2022)

EPO core collection

+ CPC data from other offices
+ Family propagation
+ 1.5 Million NPL documents

64.9 million
documents

64.9 million documents are now classified in 
the CPC as of 3 January 2022



Harmonisation plan EPO-USPTO

• Bilateral agreement on classification practice

• USPTO technical and classification experts meet with EPO 
Classification Quality Nominees (Class-QNs)

• Standardization of classification practice.
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Revamping the CPC website (cpcinfo.org)

• Website launched Oct 2012

• Needs to be revamped!

• Work has started

• Any feedback / ideas to 
cpc@epo.org; cpc@uspto.gov
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Maintenance of the CPC system
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 Four releases per year
 Announced under "Latest News"  

section on www.cpcinfo.org

 Four CPC releases in 2022:

− 1 January 2022
− 1 February 2022
− 1 May 2022
− 1 August 2022

CPC 2022.01
CPC 2022.02
CPC 2022.05
CPC 2022.08

CPC Release Schedule
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 Four CPC releases in 2023:
− 1 January 2023
− 1 February 2023
− 1 May 2023
− 1 August 2023

CPC 2023.01
CPC 2023.02
CPC 2023.05
CPC 2023.08

http://www.cpcinfo.org/


CPC revisions – pre-release area
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CPC Notices of Changes (NoC) publications:
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Scheme Changes in 2021/2022:
• Number of created new symbols
• Number of deleted symbols
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Definition Changes in 2021/2022:
• Number of new definitions
• Number of modified definitions
• Number of deleted definitions
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Combination Sets (C-Sets)

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf

Subclasses where C-sets are authorized:
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https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf


CPC Training
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Want to know more about CPC classification practice?

• CPC Scheme and Definitions
• CPC General and Advanced 

training
• E-learning modules:

• Using CPC in classification
• Practical and strategic aspects of 

the CPC
• CPC essentials
• General training on Combination 

sets
• CPC Field-specific training material

• Recorded lectures on CPCinfo.org 
(European Patent Academy)

1
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https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training


European Patent Office 19

EPO News



European Patent Office

Register, Bulletin, EPO Bibliographic Data done in 2021! 

On EP-A and EP-B publications since 19 January 2022!
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CPC on EPO publications: 



European Patent Office 21

CPC on EP-A and EP-B publications 
Case 1: simple case: less than 15 CPC allocations



European Patent Office 22

CPC on EP-A and EP-B publications 
Case 2: more than 15 allocations and/or C-Sets



European Patent Office 23

CPC on EP-A and EP-B publications 
Case 2: continuation of information



European Patent Office 24

External Classification Portal (ECP)

• Integrated into Single Access Portal 
• Two services available in production: Contact Information Service 

and CPC Reclassification Service
• Pilot with CPC Working group members (8 offices)



Thank you for your attention!
More info? www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@uspto.gov cpc@epo.org

25

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
mailto:cpc@epo.org

	CPC Update
	Agenda:
	Slide Number 3
	32 Offices in the CPC
	... including 18 EPO member states and 1 validation state
	CPC coverage EPO core collection (3 January 2022)
	CPC data sent by 21 CPC offices (3 January 2022)
	Harmonisation plan EPO-USPTO
	Revamping the CPC website (cpcinfo.org)�
	Maintenance of the CPC system
	CPC Release Schedule
	CPC revisions – pre-release area
	CPC Notices of Changes (NoC) publications:
	Scheme Changes in 2021/2022:
	Definition Changes in 2021/2022:
	Combination Sets (C-Sets)
	CPC Training
	Want to know more about CPC classification practice?
	Slide Number 19
	CPC on EPO publications: 
	CPC on EP-A and EP-B publications 
	CPC on EP-A and EP-B publications 
	CPC on EP-A and EP-B publications 
	External Classification Portal (ECP)
	Slide Number 25

