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 CPC and National offices

 CPC coverage

 CPC updates

 CPC updates at the USPTO

 CPC updates at the EPO

Agenda:



The Cooperative Patent Classification

From a bilateral initiative to a global international 
classification system

3



European Patent Office

29 Offices participating in the CPC
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IP Australia is now sending CPC data
(available since 10 Feb 2020)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Cooperative Patent Classification or CPC was launched on 1st January 2013 by the EPO and USPTO.

Since then, 27 other Patent Offices have decided to adopt the CPC as their internal classification scheme, including China, South Korea, and more recently Canada and Australia, extending the CPC community to 29 offices worldwide.

Out of these 29 offices, 20 are sending their CPC data to the EPO (update 14 Feb 2020)

Furthermore CPC is used for search by more than 45 Patent Offices and more than 25000 examiners worldwide.

This means that within 5 years, the CPC has become an international classification standard.




... including 16 EPO Member States
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Within the European Patent Organisation, 16 offices have decided to classify in the CPC.

10 of them are actually classifying and sending CPC data to the EPO.



CPC coverage 

Much more than EP & US documents
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CPC coverage EPO core collection

57.0 M

57 M documents 
classified in the CPC 

+ 1.5 M NPL documents
+ family propagation
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
At the EPO we systematically classify publications from a number of patent authorities in the CPC. 

As soon as one publication is classified, all other simple patent family members get the same CPC classification. 

We also classify non patent literature.

From this important effort, the EPO has managed to have 57 documents classified in the CPC (status February 2020).




Publications with allocations from national offices
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
To date, including the EPO and USPTO, 20 CPC National Offices are actually classifying in the CPC and delivering CPC data to the EPO (data from IP Australia have made it to the system since last week).

This table shows the number of publications classified in the CPC by National Offices and uploaded in EPO databases.

Overall, 57.0 million documents are classified in the CPC  – including 1.5 million NPL documents

This includes 6.8 million documents classified in CPC by national offices




 7th CPC Annual meeting with National Offices, 18 February 2020, 
(WIPO) Geneva, Switzerland

 CPC Annual meeting with Industry, 20 March 2020, EPO Vienna

 Patent Information Users Group (PIUG) 2020 annual conference, 
26-30 April 2020, Orlando, Florida, United States

2020 events where CPC will be presented



CPC Update



 Four releases per year
 Announced under "Latest News"

section on www.cpcinfo.org

 Four CPC releases in 2020:
− 1 January 2020     CPC 2020.01
− 1 February 2020    CPC 2020.02
− 1 May 2020            CPC 2020.05
− 1 August 2020 CPC 2020.08

CPC Release Schedule
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http://www.cpcinfo.org/
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The CPC revision process

REQUEST PROJECT

time

US or EP makes 
proposal

Discussion on scope
 Business case
 Number of families to 

reclassify

Bilateral approval to launch 
CPC revision project

Scheme 
development

Preliminary scheme 
agreement

Test phase

Final scheme 
agreement

Preparation for 
publication

Scheme pre-
published

Scheme 
published

Reclass Finalisation

Reclass
completed

Project 
completed
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How can I see that a symbol has been revised?
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... within a specific time frame?



In which areas are projects running?
 For the public, the list of 

active projects can be 
retrieved  from cpcinfo.org

 Offices interested in 
following CPC revisions are 
encouraged to make the 
necessary SAML (single 
sign-on) developments to 
access the CEF.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are delays in the CE developments, the date of completion is currently unknown.

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/index


European Patent Office

How can I look at the details of the changes?
Contained in the CPC Notices of  Changes (NoCs)
− PDF/XML documents containing all the details of the changes
− Available one month prior to the entry into force of a new version 

of the CPC Scheme
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https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/CPCRevisions/NoticeOfChanges/CPCNOC704RP0151H01L.pdf


Past NoCs are searchable!
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Searchable NoC archive
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CPC Notices of Changes (NoC) publications:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Reclassification work was completed for 130 revision projects, which resulted in 58,094 families reclassified in CPC.
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Additional files available after the list of NoCs

...



CPC compilation of changes (1/2)
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CPC compilation of changes (2/2)
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CPC revisions – pre-release area



European Patent Office

CPC Annual Report 2017/2018

http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/AnnualReports
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Published 2017/2018 CPC Annual report 


http://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/AnnualReports


 The list of authorized areas for classification with C-Sets has been 
revised in February 2020 with additional classification practice 
information
 An extra table has been added showing CPC ranges in the 

polymers’ area where C-Sets are not used for font file classification 
by can still be used for search. 
 Projects to harmonize detailed definitions for the use of C-Sets 

in the area of polymers such as C08F, C08G, C08K, C08L, C09D, C09J 
have been completed. 
 Projects to clean wrong information on C-Sets in the non-

authorized areas have been completed.

Combination Sets (C-Sets)



Combination Sets (C-Sets)

CPC
Sections A B C D E F G H

CPC
Subclasses:

A01N B01D C04B D07B

None

G01N H01L
A23G B01J C05B G02B
A23V B05D C05D
A61K B22F C05F
A61L B29C C05G
A61M B32B C07C

B65H C08F
C08G
C08K
C08L
C09D
C09J
C10M
C12N
C12Q

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf

Updated list of subclasses where combination sets are authorised published:

Published in January 
and February 2020  

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/publications/CombiSetsListofFields.pdf


Use of C-Sets in Notes in the scheme



C-sets notification in definition:



C-sets notification in definition:



Want to know more about CPC classification practice?



CPC training modules:

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/Training


CPC training material



CPC Updates at the USPTO



 USPTO training 
Bilateral consultation 

- Examiner(s)/classifier(s) focused workshop / training 
- Training material 
- Timeline for the training
- Previous training held at Israel, Korea, and the USPTO
- Specific feedback - contact the USPTO classification division 

(CQIC – classification quality and international coordination 
division)

CPC training



 The USPTO transitioning from USPC (United States Patent 
Classification) routing to CPC routing

− The CPC routing project also included a review and reallocation 
of time allotted to examiners for each application

− The routing per CPC will start in October 2020.

 Research on artificial intelligence (AI) for classification 

CPC Implementation at the USPTO



Search and Classification Examiners (SCE) Program:
• Approximately140 SCEs to start in their role in April 2020

o It is a 2 year assignment. 
o The SCEs will examine for 70% of their time. 

• The SCEs will be tasked with many classification related activities 
including: 
o Quality assurance of initial classification and reclassification
o Revision projects
o Technical field training
o Continued collaboration with EPO QNs to ensure harmonized 

classification practices

The USPTO future plans:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They will have a different performance appraisal plan than patent examiners, taking into account their classification, quality related and search assistance tasks. SCEs will be grouped in specific art units to ensure that the SCEs are managed in a consistent manner. It is a 2 year assignment. SCEs will examine for 70% of their time. They will have expert level classification expertise. The ranges per technical fields are still being refined. This should be completed by April. The investment is of about 60 FTEs per year. The SCEs have been trained on general classification rules, search tools and techniques

Harmonisation exists when:
corresponding experts designated by each office substantially agree on the same understanding of the classification practices in that technical field; and
the shared understanding is reflected in the corresponding documentation (e.g. scheme, definitions or special guidance) for that technical field

Harmonisation in a given technical field (CPC range) is evidenced by sets of patent documents for which classification has been agreed consistently by the corresponding designated experts. 
The shared understanding should at least be reflected in the corresponding documentation (e.g. scheme, definitions or special guidance. 
Once designated experts considered that there is a common understanding of the classification practise and that this common understanding is properly documented (e.g. at least in a special guidance), they shall issue a  statement that harmonisation has been reached in the corresponding CPC range.






EPO update



 Theme: Additive Manufacturing – 3D printing
− ICT: G06F30/00 (CAD), H04N1 (scanning)
− HBC: B22F (working metallic powder), C22C (alloys)
− M&M: B41J2 (printing, e.g. inkjet printers), B29C64 (additive 

deposition), B29D35 (producing footwear)
− B33Y

 Blended approach including classification of documents

 Other technical fields?
Please contact us at cpctraining@epo.org

CPC collective training event (16-18 June 2020, The Hague)

mailto:cpctraining@epo.org


Fields proposed in 2019 by some offices
(Australia, UK, Spain, Israel)



José Alconchel Ungria and Pierre Held Geneva 18/02/2020EPO, Directorate Classification & Documentation

EPO’s Strategic Plan 2023
Master the Prior Art - Classification



European Patent Office

Project CPC cooperation with the USPTO

41

CPC 
Cooperation

USPTO

Harmonisation
Standards of 
Classification

Streamline CPC 
revision process

Further 
development IT 
infrastructure



European Patent Office 42

Project
International 
Cooperation in 
Classification

International 
cooperation in 
classification

O1
Improve CPC 
services to 

external users
O2

More offices in 
the CPC

O3
Promote 

harmonised 
classification 

practices

O4
Improve 

cooperation 
and work 

sharing with 
offices

O5
More offices 
sending CPC 
frontfile dataO6

More offices 
sending CPC 

reclassification 
data

O7
More offices 
sending CPC 
backfile data

O8
Classification 

of PCT 
documents in 

CPC

O9
CPC data 
exchange  

(unpublished 
phase)

O10
Improve CPC 

quality 
monitoring

O11
Provide support 

for IPC 
reclassification



European Patent Office

Expected deliverables:

• Training material
• CPC data exchange service
• CPC reclassification service
• IPC reclassification service 
• CPC quality monitoring service

Embedded in a CPC collaboration platform



Project Cooperative Patent Classification
(IT Cooperation): focus on EPO Member States

CPC 
Collaboration 

platform

CPC data 
exchange

CPC quality 
monitoring

CPC 
reclassification

IPC 
reclassification

WG

TOSC

AC

CPC Working Group, 4-5 March 2020 EPO The Hague



Thank you for your attention!
More info? www.cpcinfo.org

cpc@epo.orgcpc@uspto.gov

http://www.cpcinfo.org/
mailto:cpc@epo.org
mailto:cpc@uspto.org
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