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What is PCT-PPH?
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PPH is a framework in which an application determined to be patentable in the Office of Earlier 
Examination is eligible to have an accelerated examination in the Office of Later Examination with 
a simple procedure upon an applicant’s request

The Scheme of Patent Prosecution Highway

Application
A

Corresponding
Application

A’

Grant

Accelerated
Examination

OEE (Office of Earlier Examination)

OLE (Office of Later Examination) OLE examination burden can 
be lighten

Work Sharing

Applicant Merit

PPH
Request

Claims correspondence

OEE Examination History

Office Merit



Search /
Examination

Allowable

Request Request 
for PPHApplication

OFF (Office of First Filing)

Application

Paris Route

Accelerated 
Exam.

A

B

Examination

C

PCT International 
Phase

National/Regional Phase

PCT 
Application

Allowable

WO or IPER

Positive 
Opinion

PCT-PPH
Regular-type PPH

Request Request 
for PPH

Request Request 
for PPH

Accelerated 
Exam.

Accelerated 
Exam.

OSF (Office of Second Filing)

PCT work 
products

Claim Correspondence

Claim Correspondence

Claim Correspondence

The Scheme of PCT-PPH

PCT-PPH

Regular-type 
PPH

Regular-type 
PPH

3



4

Merit for the Patent Offices: Work Sharing effect
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1. Optimized claim scope
2. Utilization of OEE search/examination result
3. Decrease in the number of office actions

Merit for the Patent Offices

Work Sharing Effect: Easing Examination Burden

Optimized claim scope

Decrease in the number of office actions

Normal PPH 

Total Amount of Work in 
Examination Utilization of the OEE examination results

Down
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Merit for the Patent Offices: Easing Examination Burden

Claim Scope

OEE
(Office of Earlier Examination)

Optimized claim scope

In many cases, the number of claims 
is decreasing.

Patentable in the OEE

Scope of search is 
greatly reduced.

Optimized Claim 
Scope

Claim Correspondence

Not Patentable in the OEE

OLE
(Office of Later Examination)

To request for the PPH, the OLE application’s claim scope must  be sufficiently corresponded to  
OEE application’s claim scope which was determined to be patentable/allowable by the OEE
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Merit for the Patent Offices: Easing Examination Burden

Utilization of OEE search/examination results

OLE examiner can refer;

Copies of all OEE Office Actions
Copies of all claims determined   

to be patentable/allowable
Copies of all cited documents
Claim correspondence table

OEE examiner

OEE application is 
patentable/allowable

OEE Office Actions

OLE

Applicant must submit; 
Copies of all claims determined to 
be patentable/allowable by the OEE
Copies of all cited documents
Claim correspondence table

OLE application’s claim scope must sufficiently 
correspond to OEE application’s claim scope
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Decrease in the number of office actions

Merit for the Patent Offices: Easing Examination Burden

PPH applications tend to be 
efficiently judged in the OLE 
because OLE examiners can 
refer examination history of 
the OEE.

Optimized claim scope

Decrease in the number of office actions

Normal PPH 

Total Amount of Work in 
Examination Utilization of the OEE examination results

Down

TBD:   To Be Determined

Average number of office actions

Period:   Jan - Jun 2013

TBD
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Merit for the Applicants:
High speed, Cost saving, High predictability
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Merit for the Applicants: High Speed

Period:   Jan - Jun 2013

Accelerated Examination

months

PPH – Average pendency from 
PPH request to Final Decision

PPH – Average pendency from 
PPH request to First Office Action

months

DOWN!
DOWN!
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Decrease in the number of office actions

Merit for the Applicants: Cost saving

TBD:   To Be Determined

Decrease in the number of 
office actions reduces 
applicant costs (e.g. attorney 
and translation fees).

Average number of office actions

DOWN!

TBD (PPH Appl.)

Period:   Jan - Jun 2013
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Merit for the Applicants: High Predictability

Increase in Grant Rate

•PPH applications tend to be 
granted by the OLE because 
they were already judged to be 
patentable by the OEE.

UP!

PPH-Grant Rate

Period:   Jan - Jun 2013
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Requirements for PCT-PPH request
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Requirements, required documents

Requirements

1-0. A “Request for Substantive Examination” must have been filed at the 
OLE either at the time of the PPH request or previously.
1-1. The examination has not begun in the Office of filing.
1-2. The application is in particular relationship with the PCT application.
Ex.) The application is a national phase application of the corresponding 
international application.
1-3. The application has at least one claim that was indicated by the 
ISA/IPEA to be allowable.
1-4. All the claims in the application sufficiently correspond or are amended 
to sufficiently correspond to the allowable/patentable claims in PCT 
applications.

List of Required 
Documents

1. A copy of all claims*1 and its translations
2. A copy of the latest international work product*1 and  its translation*1

3. Copies of all cited documents*2

4. Claims Correspondence Table
*1 Applicants do not have to submit these documents, if the these 
documents are available via “PATENTSCOPE (registered trademark)” 
*2 Applicants do not have to submit these documents, if the documents are 
patent document.
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Requirements for PCT-PPH request

A

B

Examination

Request for Request for 
PPHC

International Phase National/Regional Phase

PCT
Application

Allowable

Request for Request for 
PPH

Accelerated 
Exam.

WO or IPER

Positive 
Opinion Accelerated 

Exam.

PCT Work Products

PCT Route (PCT-PPH)

1-3. PCT application 
has one or more claims 

that are indicated as
allowable.

1-4. All claims of the application must 
sufficiently correspond to the allowable 

claims in the PCT application

1-2. Relationship
between the application 
and the corresponding 

PCT application
1-0. A “Request for Substantive 
Examination” must have been 

filed at the time of the PCT-PPH 
request or previously.

2. Submission of 
required documents.

1-1. The OLE has not 
begun examination of 

the application.
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1-0. Request for Substantive Examination must have been filed

• A “Request for Substantive Examination” must 
have been filed either at the time of the PCT-PPH 
request or previously. 
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1-1. Examination has not begun

• Substantive examination of the application for 
which PPH is requested must not have begun.
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1-2. Relationship between the application and the PCT application(1)

• The application should be in a particular 
relationship with the PCT application.

• Generally, the particular relationship is as follows:
(see next slide)
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1-2. Relationship between the application and the PCT application(2)

PCT
RO/--

DO/YY

ISA/XX
IPEA/XX DO

DO

PPH

WO
IPER

The application is a national phase application of the corresponding 
international application.

OK
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1-2. Relationship between the application and the PCT application(3)

PCT
RO/--

ISA/XX
IPEA/XX

PPH

WO
IPER

YY Application

Priority 
Claim

The application is a national application as a basis of the priority claim of the 
corresponding international application. 

OK
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Claims that are indicated as having novelty, inventive step and 
industrial applicability in the latest international work product, 
namely;

• Written Opinion of the International Searching Authority (WO/ISA)
• Written Opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority  

(WO/IPEA) or
• International Preliminary Examination Report (IPER).

1-3. Indicated as “allowable” in the international phase



Example of a Positive Opinion (PCT/ISA/237)
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Claim 1-7 are indicated as 
having novelty, inventive step 
and industrial applicability
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1-4. Claims sufficiently correspond

All claims on file for examination under the PPH must “sufficiently correspond” to 
one or more of those claims determined to be allowable/patentable in the latest 
international work product of the corresponding PCT application.

Claims are considered to “sufficiently correspond” where, 
(1) accounting for differences due to translations and claim format, the claims of the 
application are of the same or similar scope as the claims determined as 
patentable/allowable in the latest international work product, or 
(2) the claims of the application are narrower in scope than the claims determined as 
patentable/allowable in the latest international work product

A claim which introduces a new/different category of claims to those claims determined as  
patentable/allowable in the latest international work product  is NOT considered to sufficiently 
correspond.             （e.g. product claim vs. process claim）
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The following documents are required to submit along with a PCT-PPH 
request form.

(1) A copy of the claims*1 from the corresponding PCT application 
which are indicated as patentable/allowable, and a translation
thereof if they are not in Engilish

(2)  WO/ISA, WO/IPEA or IPER*1 which forms the basis for the PCT-PPH 
request and a translation*1 thereof if there are not in English

*1 Applicants do not have to submit these documents, if the these documents are available 
via “PATENTSCOPE (registered trademark)” 

2. Required documents(1)
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2. Required documents(2)

(3)Documents cited by the OEE examiner.
*   If a cited document is a patent document, the applicant does not have to 

submit it. In case the OLE has difficulty in obtaining the document, 
however, the applicant may be asked to submit it. If a cited document is 
non-patent literature, the applicant always has to submit it. Translations of 
cited documents are unnecessary.

(4)A claims correspondence table

The claim filed to the 
OLE

The patentable claim in 
the international phase

Comments about the correspondence

1 1 Both claims are the same.

2 2 Both claims are the same except the claim format.

3 1 Claim 3 in the OLE application adds composition A to 
claim 1 filed at the OEE.



Required Documents
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Copies of all claims 
and translations of 
them

Copies of latest 
international work 
product and 
translations of them

Copies of 
references

Claim correspondence 
table

No need to submit these 
documents, if they are 

available via “PATENTSCOPE” 
(registered trademark)

No need to submit these 
documents, if they are 

available via “PATENTSCOPE” 
(registered trademark)

No need to submit the copies 
of references , if they are 

patent document.

No need to submit the copies 
of references , if they are 

patent document.



27

How to examine  PCT-PPH application?

Dossier

= claims

OEE OLE

PPH Request



28

Date of filing PCT-PPH request

Application number of OLE application
Corresponding PCT international 
application number

PCT-PPH request form 



PCT-PPH request form
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The claim in the 
OLE

The patentable claim in 
the international phase

Comments about the correspondence

1 1 Both claims are the same.

2 2 Both claims are the same.

3 3 Both claims are the same except the claim format.

Claim correspondence table
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Requirements and Required Documents 

- PPH
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Requirements, required documents and fee

Requirements

1-0. A “Request for Substantive Examination” must have been filed at 
the OLE either at the time of the PPH request or previously.
1-1. The examination has not begun in the OLE.
1-2. The OLE application is in particular relationship with the OEE 
application.
Ex.) The OLE application is an application which validly claims priority 
under Paris Convention to the OEE application.
1-3. OEE application has at least one claim that was determined by the 
OEE to be allowable.
1-4. All the claims in OLE application sufficiently correspond or are 
amended to sufficiently correspond to the allowable/patentable claims in 
OEE applications.

List of Required 
Documents

2-1. A copy of all claims and its translations*1

2-2. A copy of the OEE office actions and its translation*1

2-3. Copies of all cited documents*2

2-4. Claims Correspondence Table
*1 Applicants do not have to submit these documents, if the OLE can obtain  these 
documents by Dossier Access System (AIPN).
*2 Applicants do not have to submit these documents, if the documents are patent 
document.

PPH petition fee Free in most offices.
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Requirements for PPH request

Search/
Examination

Allowable

Request for Request for 
PPHApplication

OLE

Application

Accelerated 
Exam.

1-3. OEE application has one or more 
claims that are determined as

allowable.
OEE

1-4. All claims of the OLE 
application must sufficiently 

correspond to the allowable claims 
in the OEE

1-2. Relationship between the OEE and 
the OLE application.

e.g. The OLE application is an application which 
validly claims priority under Paris Convention to the 

OEE application.

1-1. The OLE has not begun
examination of the 

application.
2. Submission of required 

documents.

1-0. A “Request for Substantive 
Examination” must have been filed
at the OLE either at the time of the 

PPH request or previously. 
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1-0. Request for Substantive Examination must have been filed

• A “Request for Substantive Examination” must 
have been filed at the OLE either at the time of 
the PPH request or previously. 
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1-1. Examination has not begun

• Substantive examination of the application for 
which PPH is requested must not have begun.
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1-2. Relationship between the OEE and the OLE application(1)

•The OLE application should be in a particular 
relationship with the OEE application.
•Generally, the particular relationship is as 
follows.
•The OLE application is:

(see next slide)
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1-2. Relationship between the OEE and the OLE application(2)

OEE application Patentable
/Allowable

Priority
claim

Request 
for PPHOLE application

OK

(1)an application which validly claims priority under the Paris 
Convention to the corresponding OEE application(s),
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1-2. Relationship between the OEE and the OLE application(3)

(2) a PCT national phase application without priority claim 
(direct PCT application), 

PCT application

Patentable/
Allowable

Request 
for PPH

OEE DO 
application

OLE DO 
application

・・・

・・・

Without priority claim

OK
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1-2. Relationship between the OEE and the OLE application(4)

(3)an application which validly claims priority under the Paris 
Convention to the PCT application(s) without priority claim.

PCT application

Priority
claim

Request 
for PPHOLE application

Patentable
/Allowable

OEE DO 
application

・
・
・Without priority claim OK
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1-3. Determined as patentable/allowable(1)

・At least one corresponding application must exist in the 
OEE and must have one or more claims that are 
determined to be patentable/allowable in the latest 
office action by the OEE.
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1-3. Determined as allowable(2)

• The office action should not always have to be the 
“Decision to grant a patent” . For example, the office 
action of the OEE includes:

(1) Decision to grant a patent
(2) Notification of reason for refusal
(3) Decision of refusal
(4) Appeal decision
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1-4. Claims sufficiently correspond

All claims on file for examination under the PPH must “sufficiently correspond” to 
one or more of those claims determined to be allowable/patentable in the latest 
office action of the corresponding application.

Claims are considered to “sufficiently correspond” where, 
(1) accounting for differences due to translations and claim format, the claims of the 
application are of the same or similar scope as the claims determined as 
patentable/allowable in the latest office action, or 
(2) the claims of the application are narrower in scope than the claims determined as 
patentable/allowable in the latest office action

A claim which introduces a new/different category of claims to those claims determined as 
patentable/allowable in the latest office action is NOT considered to sufficiently correspond.             
（e.g. product claim vs. process claim）
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2. Required documents(1)

• The following documents are required to submit along with a 
PPH request form.

(1)A copy of all claims determined to be allowable by the OEE, 
and their translations.

*The applicant does not have to submit the copy if they are available via the 
OEE dossier access system.

(2)A copy of all office actions of the OEE, and their translations.
*The applicant does not have to submit the copy if they are available via the 

OEE dossier access system.
(see next slide)
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2. Required documents(2)

(3)Documents cited by the OEE examiner.
*   If a cited document is a patent document, the applicant does not have to 

submit it. In case the OLE has difficulty in obtaining the document, 
however, the applicant may be asked to submit it. If a cited document is 
non-patent literature, the applicant always has to submit it. Translations of 
cited documents are unnecessary.

(4)A claims correspondence table

The claim filed to the 
OLE

The claim determined to 
be allowable in the OEE

Comments about the correspondence

1 1 Both claims are the same.

2 2 Both claims are the same except the claim format.

3 1 Claim 3 in the OLE application adds composition A to 
claim 1 filed at the OEE.



Required Documents
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Copies of all claims 
and translation of 
them

Copies of all OEE 
office action and 
translation of them

Copies of 
references

Claim correspondence 
table

No need to submit these 
documents, if they are 
available via the OEE’s 
dossier access system.

No need to submit these 
documents, if they are 
available via the OEE’s 
dossier access system.

No need to submit the 
copies of references , if they 

are patent document.

No need to submit the 
copies of references , if they 

are patent document.
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How to examine PPH application?
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PPH request form 
Corresponding OEE application is Granted by the OEE examiner
Claim 1-3 are determined to be patentable/allowable by the OEE examiner  

Date of filing PPH request

Application number of OLE application

Corresponding OEE 
application number



PPH request form
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The claim in the 
OLE

The patentable claim 
in the OEE

Comments about the correspondence

1 1 Both claims are the same.

2 2 Both claims are the same.

3 3 Both claims are the same except the claim format.

Claim correspondence table

Cited reference of the corresponding OEE application: Japan 
Publication of application 0000000

Copy and translation of Notification of Reasons for Refusal in the OEE
Copy and translation of grant in the OEE
Copy and translation of the claims indicated patentable in the OEE



JPO provides the AIPN (Advanced IP network) 

• The AIPN is the Web based Service only for
Examiners in the Foreign IP Offices.

• The AIPN provides Dossier Information and Legal 
status of applications examined by JPO. 

• Almost all Information is translated into English by 
Japanese-English Machine Translation.

• The AIPN is the Useful Tool for Utilizing Examination 
Results done by JPO.
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The AIPN started on 12 October 2004, now it is used more 
than 60 IPOs all over the world.

Dossier 
Information

Brazil
Canada

Chile
Mexico

US

Australia
Bangladesh

Bhutan
China
India

Indonesia
Malaysia
Pakistan

Philippines
Republic of 

Korea
Singapore
Sri Lanka

Taiwan
Thailand
Vietnam

Austria
Croatia
Czech

Denmark
EAPO
EPO

Finland 
France

Germany
Greece

Hungary
Netherlands

Norway
Poland

Portugal
Romania
Russia
Serbia

Slovakia
Spain

Sweden
Switzerland

UK
Ukraine

ARIPO
Burundi
Egypt

Ethiopia
Gambia
Israel

Kazakhstan
Kenya
Kirghiz

Mali
Morocco

Mozambique
Nigeria
Rwanda
Turkey 
Uganda
Zambia

- As of October 2013 -

AIPN  
Japan Patent 

Office

Dossier 
Information

Dossier 
Information

Registered IPOs
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PPH Portal Website

Latest PPH Information 
in the world 

PPH Statistics

All PPH Procedure Information
http://www.jpo.go.jp/ppph-portal/



Thank you !


