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Introduction to National IP  office  
of Sri Lanka

The National Intellectual Property Office of Sri Lanka
was established under the Intellectual Property Act No
36 of 2003 is mandated with the administration of the
Intellectual Property System in Sri Lanka .

It was first established in the year 1980 with the
same mandate under the provisions of Code of
intellectual property Act no 52 of 1979.



To actively contribute to the development of 
the country by ensuring that the Intellectual 

Property system fosters an environment 
conductive to innovate and creative activity, 

investment and entrepreneurship.

Vision

Mission

To Become a leading development oriented 
agency offering quality based services with 
enhanced productivity.



There are only 2 Patent Examiners 

Recent Trends……
Applications from

Agriculture
Tea & Rubber Industry 

Coconut Industry sectors has   been increased 

Applications from individuals and universities have 
been increased   



Requirements of Applications

71. (1) (a) An application for the grant of a patent shall
be made to the Director-General in the prescribed form and
shall contain—

(i) a request for the grant of the patent ;
(ii) a description of the patent ;
(iii) a claim or claims ;
(iv) a drawing or drawings, where required ;
(v) an abstract



1.Filing 
an application

Corrections

2.Formality 
Examination

Amendments

3.Substantive 
Examination

4.Publication 
in the 
Govt, Gazette

Grant of
Patent

•Novelty
•Inventive Step
•Industrial applicability

Challenged in court to intended grant

Refused for
the absence 

Of Patentability
requirements

•Description
•Claims 
•Abstract
•(When Necessary) drawings

Patents – Registration Process



Automated workflow for Patents ,Industrial 
designs and Marks.

From reception to registration, post 
registration and all documentation activities 
are done through the system.

(IPAS -Intellectual Property Administration System)
IPAS system has been introduced in 2006.           

75% data validation completed

IPAS 



Patent substantive examination
Search 

1.Local Database Search
2.WIPO database search
3.European patent database Search   
(Espacenet )
4.Google Patent Search



1. Local Database Search 



1. Local Database Search 



1. Local Database Search 



1. Local Database Search 



How the patent examiner allocate 
patent classification 



How the patent examiner allocate 
patent classification 



http://www.nipo.gov.lk/

Year Applications Registrations
Resident Non 

Resident
Total Registrations Non Resident Total

2009 202 200 402 11 254 265

2010 225 235 460 220 284 504

2011 194 235 429 45 227 272

2012 365 29 394 60 28 88

2013 304 183 487 57 179 236

Up To 29th of November

Statistics



Duration of a patent

A patent is valid for a period of 20 years from 
the original filing date.

The patentee is required to keep the patent in 
force by paying an annual prescribed fee after 
expiration of 2 years from the date of grant.



Thank You!


