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Prior art search (1)

Examiners considers it possible, based
on their knowledge and experience, to
conduct an examination precisely and
efficiently by using ISR.

The examiners are not required to
carry out an additional prior art search .
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Prior art search (2)

Examiners consider it impossible, based
on their knowledge and experience, to
conduct an examination precisely and
efficiently by using only ISR.

The examiners shall carry out an
additional prior art search .
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Prior art search (3)

Examiners consider it possible, based on
their knowledge and experience, to find
relevant prior art documents more
efficiently by carrying out a prior art
search by themselves, rather than
referring to an ISR.

The examiners may carry out an
additional prior art search .
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Prior art search (4)

B To search earlier filed but later
published applications which were not
searched by ISA

BTo search in order to avoid duplicate
patenting
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® Additional prior art search
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