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Abbreviation: 
IPEA International Preliminary Examining Authority 
WO/ISA written opinion of the ISA 
WO/IPEA written opinion of the IPEA 
IA international application 
IPRP international preliminary report on patentability 
IPER international preliminary examination report 

I. Flow of International Preliminary Examination 

Applicant files demand with IPEA 
 

WO/ISA treated as first WO/IPEA 
(unless IPEA declares otherwise) 

 
Applicant may file amendments under article 34 

and/or arguments  

IPEA examines IA, taking any 
amendments and arguments into account 

 
IPEA may establish further  

written opinions and invite reply  

IPEA establishes IPRP (Chapter II) 
(=IPER) 
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II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 

A. List of Sheets Constituting IPRP Chapter II 

IPRP Chapter II 

Cover Sheet 

No.I Basis of the report 

No.II Priority 

No.III 
Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and 

industrial applicability 

No.IV Lack of unity of invention 

No.V 
Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step 

and industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement  

No.VI Certain documents cited 

No.VII Certain defects in the international application 

No.VIII Certain observations on the international application 

Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 
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B. Cover Sheet (1/2)  

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 

Bibliographic  
Information 
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B. Cover Sheet (2/2)  

Annexes to be attached 

Contents of the report 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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C. Basis of the report (1/2) 

Basis of the report 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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C. Basis of the report (2/2) 

Portions where  
the amendments are  
unacceptable 

Top-up search 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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D. Priority  

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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E. Non-establishment of opinion 

Claims for which no ISR  
has been established 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 

…
 

…
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F. Lack of unity of invention 

“the applicant has …  
restricted the claims” 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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G. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) (1/3) 

The statement shall be explained in light of  
the applicant's arguments. <Guideline 17.73> 

Statement  
  - Novelty 
  - Inventive step 
  - Industrial applicability 

Citations and  
explanations 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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• Each such statement must be accompanied by relevant citations, 
explanations and observations. <Guideline 17.42> 

• Explanations should clearly indicate, with reference to the cited 
documents, the reasons supporting the conclusions… <Guideline 
17.43> 

• If the applicant submits arguments in response to the written 
opinion, the examiner should comment on the applicant’s 
relevant arguments... <Guideline 17.73> 

G. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) (2/3) 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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D1: JP 2010-123456 A (TOKYO CORPORATION) 
     2010.04.01, [0010]-[0020], Fig.3 
       & EP 123456 A1, [0020]-[0030], Fig.3 
D2: WO 2008/123456 A1 (OSAKA CORPORATION) 
     2008.01.01, [0100]-[0121], Fig.1 (Family: none) 
 
  The subject matter of claim 1 does not involve an inventive step over 
document D1 in view of document D2.  
  D1 describes a machine for … . 
  Comparing the subject matter of claim 1 and the machine described in D1, 
there is a difference in … . 
  With regard to the difference stated above, D2 discloses that … . 
  Both D1 and D2 address the same problem of … . Therefore a person 
skilled in the art would easily conceive the idea of … disclosed in D2 to the 
machine disclosed in D1. 
 
  The applicant argues that … . However … . 
 

G. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) (3/3) 

An example of “Citations and explanations”   

Citations  
 - Publication number 
 - Applicant’s name 
 - Publication date 
 - Relevant passages 
 - Number of Family 

 

Reasons supporting  
the conclusions 

Comment on the  
applicant’s arguments 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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H. Certain documents cited 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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I. Certain defects in the international application 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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J. Certain observations on the international application 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 
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K. Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

II. Drafting IPRP Chapter II 


