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PCT services

Work PCT 

�PCT should function as it is aimed

Promote PCT

�PCT should be used by many users in many 

countries 

Improve PCT

�PCT should be improved legally and technically along 

with a change of age
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Work PCT
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Work PCT

Operations (formality check, prepare for international 

publication, etc)

Document delivery

Translation

IT tools
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Applicant RO

ISA

IPEA/SISA

(option)

DO/EO

IB

International Publication

12 16 18 28 300

Work PCT

•formality check

•preparation for international publication

•document delivery

•translation
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Work PCT - Process and Operation

Formality check

Preparation for international publication

�Edition of front page

Document delivery

�A20, R87

Translation into English

�title of invention, abstract

�ISR

�IPER
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E-dossier

Work PCT- IT tools

Applicant
RO

ISA
IPEA

DO/EO

IB

International Publication

DO/EO

PCT-ROAD

PATENTSCOPE

PCT-SAFE

EDI

EDI

EDI

EDI

EDI

Filing

Process

Access/Exchange

Search



8

Action tool

� PCT SAFE 

� PCT Online Document Upload Service

� PCT E-Payment service

Process tool

� PCT ROAD

Document access/exchange tool

� PCT EDI

� PCT COR

� PADOS

� PATENT SCOPE web service

� DAS

Search tool

� PATENT SCOPE web site

Work PCT- IT tools
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PCT-SAFE

Secure Applications Filed Electronically

Types of filing

Paper: all documents on paper accompanied by Form 

PCT/RO/101

PCT-SAFE (PCT-EASY): all documents on paper 

accompanied by PCT-EASY request Form and 

diskette/physical medium

PCT-SAFE fully electronic: request, text and drawings 

filed on-line or on physical media, no paper required
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PCT filings by method of filing

Source: PCT Monthly Statistics Report (April 2012)
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PCT Online service

PCT Online Document Upload Service (move to ePCT service as from July 
1, 2012)

� PCT applicants and/or their agents submit to the IB post-filing 
documents relating to PCT applications by uploading them via a web 
interface

PCT E-Payment service

� Applicants to pay certain fees by credit card via a secure online e-
payment facility 

� Fees payable for new PCT filings at the IB as receiving Office (RO/IB);

� Fees payable to the IB for filing a request for supplementary 
international search.

� Other fee types will be added to this online service at a later stage

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/service_center/
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PCT-ROAD 

Receiving Office ADministration

PCT-SAFE

Paper

Data Entry

Request & Application 

PCT-ROAD

Examination

Formality

Fee Calculation

invitation

correction

EDI

Receive 

Record Copy

Applicant
RO IB

Record copy

E-dossier

PATENTSCOPE

http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/en/pctroad/index.html
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PCT-EDI 

Electronic Data Interchange

Internet based secure transmission by which Offices can send and
receive documents to/from IB

Initially (~2007) the service made available was upload to IB of
certain documents

Extended to upload and download of all PCT documents

Still a large number of documents are sent on paper, but ratio of 
paper vs EDI is nearly 10% : 90%.  

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/pct-edi/



14



15

COR → PADOS

PCT COR

� Communication on Request

� Batch delivery via PCT EDI

PADOS(C.PCT 1310)

� PCT Automated Document Ordering System

�Without need for any special installation procedure

� Access to all PCT documents available on PATENTSCOPE

� Instant delivery

https://pct.wipo.int/pados
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Public service to provide PCT documents

PCT-Text

PCT-Bibliographic

PCT-Images

PATENTSCOPE web service

PCT-Backfile

Corpus Of Parallel Patent Applications (Coppa)

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/data/products.html
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PATENTSCOPE web site

WIPO’s patent information portal site

Published international applications are available 

through this portal site 
http://www.wipo.int/pctdb

PATENTSCOPE is not just a site of international 

publication. It provides powerful search engine and 

analytical resources,etc
http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/search/en/search.jsf
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PATENTSCOPE
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PATENTSCOPE

Machine Translation
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CLIR (Cross lingual Information Retrieval)

………………....

..................

…..car………
………

….………………..…

…….自動車
…………………….

voiture

….……….……….

…..voiture…
………….

car

car

auto

自動車

車

・
・

・
・

・
・

EN JP FR

CLIR

car

CLIR

ES, DE, KR

PT, CN, RU,

IT, NL, SE

・
・
・
・
・
・

○

○ ○ ○

× ×

create relevant 

terms in 12 

languages 
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Priority Document Access Service (DAS)

Legal Basis (PCT application with priority claim):

� PCT Rule 17.1(b-bis)(ii)

� Administrative Instructions 715 and 716

Applicants can request IB to retrieve priority documents 

from digital libraries

Applicable to Paris route application claiming priority 

claim

Applicants check offices entitled to access to DAS by 

Access Control List 

Participating Offices: AU, CN, ES, FI, GB, IB, JP, KR, US, 

DK (depositing only), SE (depositing only)
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DAS

�US

�GB

� JP

...

DASOffice of First Filing Office of Second Filing

AC

AC P doc#

P doc#P doc#

P doc P doc

AC:   Access Code

ACL: Access Control List 

ACL

P doc#

Applicant

ACL will not be needed

in the future
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Promote PCT
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Promote PCT

Cooperative activities (technical assistance, TISC, etc)

Useful Information (PCT Applicant’s guide, PCT 

Newsletter, etc) 
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PCT cooperative activities

Training and seminars

�Offices or private users

�Distance learning 

Legal assiatnce

�Legal questions from Offices or private users

Technical cooperation

�Assist Offices for technical issues
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TISCs

Technology and Innovation Support Centers

Location

� National/regional patent offices 

� Universities and academic institutions, etc.

Users

� Industry, researchers in universities, individual inventors, etc.

Services

� Basic service package

� Access to patent and non-patent databases

� Assistance for database searches

� Additional services based on user need and office capacity

� Assistance and advice with regard to other IPRs, technology 
transfer, commercialization, etc.

� Advisory services, eg., IP management

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/tisc/
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Access to technical information

aRDi (Access to Research for Development and Innovation)

� It provides access to over 200 scientific and technical journals in 

partnership with 12 prominent publishers for 107 developing and 

least developed countries.

http://www.wipo.int/ardi/en/

ASPI (Access to Specialized patent Information)

� It provides access to commercial patent databases offering 

sophisticated tools and services for retrieving and analyzing 

patent data for 115 developing and least developed countries.

http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/aspi/index.html
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Useful information on PCT

General Information

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/

Office information

�The PCT Applicant’s guide

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/appguide/index.jsp

Newsletter

�The latest news and tips for practice

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/newslett/index.html
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Useful information on PCT

PCT statistics

�PCT Yearly Review

�Quarterly Report

�Monthly Statistics Report

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/pct/

Statistical Country Profiles

Comprehensive IP statistical data, including PCT, for 

individual  countries

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/
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Improve PCT
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Improve PCT

Organizing PCT meetings

�PCT Assembly

�PCT working group

�Meeting of International Authorities (MIA)

Improvement

�Change of Regulation, Administrative Instruction, etc.

�New system architecture, eg., ePCT
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ePCT

ePCT public services

� Users can upload documents electronically

� Access to confidential documents or data is not permitted

ePCT private services

� Access to entire file of application, including confidential 
information 

� Stronger authentication (digital certificate) required

� Available for any applicants and/or their agents in relation to any 
PCT applications filed since January 1, 2009

� “Applicant actions” made available (Apr.2012)

Withdrawal of IA, Correction of priority claims, R92bis changes 

https://pct.wipo.int/ePCT
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ePCT

IBRO

ISA

ISA
IPEA

DO/EO

DO/EO

seamless and organic network

Future possibilities 

�Introduction of additional online services, e.g., web-based filing

� Extension of ePCT to procedures before national Offices in varying capacities 

(RO, ISA, SISA, IPEA, DO, EO) that wish to participate 
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PCT Office feedback survey
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PCT Office feedback survey

Objective

�Assess the level of satisfaction of Offices with the PCT 

services provided by the International Bureau

Conducted with / how

�Offices in their capacities as receiving Office, International 

Searching Authority, International Preliminary Examining 

Authority and/or designated or elected Office under the 

Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

�Online survey in the 6 UN languages

Conducted when

�Once a year (first quarter(Q1))

http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/pct/en/activity/pct_office_survey_2010.pdf
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PCT Office feedback survey – Overall Results

Service area Satisfaction 

percentage 

(excluding N/A)

Satisfaction 

percentage 

(including N/A)

PCT cooperative activities 91 46

IT Tools 93 78

Meetings 90 83

Operations 98 92

Document availability 98 95

Translation 96 69

Survey 2010

65 Offices responded

C. PCT 1306
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PCT Office feedback survey – Overall Results

Please rate your overall 

satisfaction with:

TOTALLY 

(5)

HIGHLY 

(4)

SATISFIED 

(3) 

PARTIALLY 

(2)

DISSATISFIED 

(1)

N/A RATING 

AVG

PCT cooperative activities 10 13 7 2 1 32 3.9

IT Tools 7 21 23 4 0 10 3.6

Meetings 12 24 18 5 1 5 3.7

Operations 11 27 22 1 0 4 3.8

Document availability 14 23 25 1 0 2 3.8

Translation 9 15 21 2 0 18 3.7
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Thank you !


