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1. ASPEC and its objectives



Copyright © 2010 IPOS 
All Rights Reserved

What is ASPEC?

ASPEC is a work-sharing initiative among ASEAN IP 
Offices in the area of patent work.

Launched on 15 June 2009.

8 participating ASEAN countries:-

• Cambodia
• Indonesia
• Lao PDR
• Malaysia

• Philippines
• Singapore 
• Thailand
• Viet Nam
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PARIS CONVENTION MEMBER

Cambodia Yes

Indonesia Yes

Lao PDR Yes

Malaysia Yes

Philippines Yes

Singapore Yes

Thailand Yes

Viet Nam Yes

ASPEC Members & Paris Convention
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Objectives of ASPEC
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Key Features of ASPEC

• Patent applicant in one ASEAN Member Country 
(AMS) is allowed to submit the first available search 
& examination (S&E) documents in any participating 
AMS.

• The AMS receiving such S&E documents will take 
that document into consideration as a reference 
source in its S&E work.

• No obligation to accept the results from another 
jurisdiction.

• No changes to legislation is required.
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2. Implementation of ASPEC in Singapore
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Requirements for requesting ASPEC
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ASPEC Eligibility

AMS = ASEAN MEMBER STATES

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Claim priority

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“first IP Office”

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Claim priority

Another Paris 
Convention member

Claim priority



Copyright © 2010 IPOS 
All Rights Reserved

ASPEC Concepts

ASEAN MEMBER STATE

ASPEC request

“first IP Office”

filed

ASEAN MEMBER STATE
“second IP Office”

Search & Exam Reports

Patent 
Examiners Can Refer

Not Bound by reference
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Corresponding Application

What is a corresponding patent application ?

Types of corresponding patent applications for the purposes of ASPEC, if 
the ASPEC Request Form is filed with IPOS:

Type 1

Type 2

Type 3

SG MY
Claims priority from (corresponding 

application)

SG PH

AU
Claims priority fromClaims priority from

(corresponding 
application)

SG MY
Claims priority from (corresponding 

application)

SG = Singapore; MY = Malaysia, PH = the Philippines, AU = Australia 

ASPEC request is 
filed in SG and SG 

examiners may 
refer to the SE 

results of  the MY 
application

ASPEC request 
is filed in MY 

and MY 
examiners may 
refer to the SE 
results of  the 
SG application

ASPEC request is 
filed in PH and PH 

examiners may 
refer to the SE 

results of  the SG 
application

ASPEC request 
is filed in SG 

and SG 
examiners may 
refer to the SE 
results of  the 
PH application
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How to use ASPEC in SG applications?
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How to use ASPEC in SG applications?
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How to use ASPEC in SG applications?
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Basic 
Requirements 

are sought
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This is to assist 
the Examiner in 
assessing the 

relevancy of the 
results from the 
first IP office, 

quickly
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ASPEC requirements in SG: In a nutshell

ELIGIBILITY FOR ASPEC REFERENCE
ASPEC request is filed by any SG patent applicant in SG 
(“first IP Office”)

The SG patent applicant claims priority from an  
application filed with an ASPEC member (“second IP  
Office”) or shares the same priority as the ASPEC 
member (“second IP Office”)

The search and examination (SE) results established by 
the ASPEC member (“second IP Office”) are available and 
referred to in the ASPEC request 
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ASPEC requirements in SG: In a nutshell

ASPEC REQUEST FILED

Minimum Documents: (In English or English translations)
Search report + Examination report

Patent Claims referred to in the Minimum Documents (In 
English or English translations)

Cited Documents & their translations need not be filed at 
the time the ASPEC request is made but IPOS may ask 
for them later

If required
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3. How does ASPEC blend into the 
Singapore search and examination 
system?
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Patents: In a nutshell

Filing Date Accorded

Preliminary Examination 

Search & Examination

Patent Grant

18th month publication

File in SG

PCT (SG) National 
Phase Entry
(30 Months)

About 6,000 to 7,000+ PCT (SG) 
national phase applications are 
received annually in the last 
few years

About 2,000+ SG 
patent applications are 
received annually in 
the last few years
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Search & Examination Routes

LOCAL ROUTE
Local Search & Examination
(Examiners = IP Australia, 

Austrian, Danish and 
Hungarian Patent Offices)

FOREIGN ROUTE
Reliance on corresponding 

Search & Examination Results
(Patent Offices = AU, CA*, JP, 

NZ, UK, US, KR, EPO*)

MIXED ROUTE
Reliance on corresponding 
Search Results + Request 

For Local Examination

* Applications Filed In English

PCT (SG) entrants can rely on 
their ISR & IPRP (Chapter 1 or 2) 
in lieu of requesting for local 
search & examination.

27%

26%

47%

ASPEC requests can be filed with Local SE or E Requests

% reveals a rough profile of SG 
patent applications that had 
proceeded to grants in 2008
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File in SG

Search & Examination Routes

Foreign SE Results of  
corresponding applications or 
PCT ISR+IPRP can be relied  
upon in lieu of filing a request 
under the local SE route

Patent Claims

The SG patent claims must be related to 
the claims that have been searched and 
examined

SG
 P

at
en

t C
la

im
sLocal or Mixed 

SE route 

ASPEC Requests are 
filed at this stage, 
together with the  
local SE/E requests
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4. Statistics on use of ASPEC 
in Singapore
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15 Jun 2009 30 Sep 2010

ASPEC in SGASPEC in SG

No ASPEC 
request form 

received

Statistics
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51 Bras Basah Road #04-01 
Plaza By The Park 
Singapore 189554 

Tel: (65) 6339 8616 
Email: ipos_enquiry@ipos.gov.sg 

Fax: (65) 6339 0252 - for general and trade mark correspondences 
(65) 6339 9230 - for patent correspondences 

(65) 6339 1369 - for registered design correspondences

Intellectual Property Office of Singapore
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