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Patent Databases – Free & Commercial

WIPO’s PATENTSCOPE

EPO’s Espacenet

USPTO

DPMA

JPO

KIPO

SIPO

etc.

http://www.wipo.int/tisc/en/resources.html



Challenges Searching Patent Databases

Amount of Information

> 100 million patents published

Languages

Different languages (+ non-Latin)

Keywords/synonyms

Errors 

Geography

Coverage

Time periods

Coverage

Time and Budget Spent



Coverage : Differences

Patent collections
Which countries or regions?

Document types
Patent applications? Granted patents? More?

Document elements
Bibliographic data? Descriptions? Claims

Time period

Languages
Multiple language versions? Translations?

Non-Patent Literature
Simultaneous access to scientific and technical journals



Advantages of commercial databases

“Value-added” data
Corrected bibliographic data
Enhanced title and abstract
Improved classification/indexing
→ “Clean data”

Sophisticated search and analysis tools
Chemical formula / sequence search tools
Patent visualization, e.g. topographical maps
Citation analysis
Semantic search



Advantages of commercial databases

Provide integrated access to multiple sources of patent and 
non-patent literature (NPL)
Customer Support 24/7



Access to Commercial Patent Database 
Systems

Free or low-cost access for 122 developing and least developed 
countries to advanced patent search and analysis tools

www.wipo.int/aspi



ASPI: Partners

Partnership with 8 patent database service providers

LexisNexis  TotalPatent

Minesoft PatBase

Questel Orbit

Clarivate Derwent Innovation

WIPS WIPS Global

Gridlogics Patseer

Ambercite

PatSnap



ASPI: Partners



ASPI: Eligibility

Group 1: Least Developed Countries 

access for free

Group 2: Middle income countries (World Bank definition)

access at nominal cost (per service) / one-year free trial 
period

Group 3: Certain other developing countries

access at nominal cost (per service)

one-year free trial period



ASPI: Portal

www.wipo.int/aspi
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