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 Scientific research is critical to advance higher education, to
inform public policy decisions and prepare tomorrow’s leaders
in a country.

 However, the world’s poorest countries have suffered from a
lack of access to up-to-date scientific information.

 Most libraries and research organizations in low-income
countries do not have the budgets to pay for peer-
reviewed journals.

 In addition to this situation, many students studied from
teachers who taught from the lectures notes they took
many years before.

Introduction



 Where can we find solutions to all these problems common to

developing countries?

 What is Research4Life?

 How to register to the different sister programs of

Research4Life?

 How can R4L Programs help the Republic of the Gambia to

promote science and research activities?
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Research4Life (R4L) is a public-private partnership of the World
Health Organization (HINARI), Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (AGORA), World Intellectual
Property Organization (ARDI), UNEP (United Nations
Environment Program), International Labor Organization
(GOALI), Cornell and Yale Universities and the International
Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical Publishers –
STM. Working along with technology partners as Microsoft
Corporation, Serial Solutions and others that provides
developing countries with free or low cost access to academic
and professional peer-reviewed content online.

What is Research4Life?



 R4L goal was formerly to help attain six of the United
Nation's eight Millennium Development Goals by 2015,
reducing the scientific knowledge gap between
industrialized countries and the developing world

 Now, the goal is to help attain the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals by 2020 and continue
reducing the scientific knowledge gap between
industrialized countries and the developing world.

Research4Life Goal
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Eligibility for R4L programs

 Country eligibility is based on four factors:

1) Total GNI (World Bank figures);

2) GNI per capita (World Bank figures);

3) United Nations Least Developed Country (LDCs) List;

4) Human Development Index (HDI).

 If your country is in the Group A country, area, or territory, the
access is free.

 If your country is in the Group B country, area, or territory, the
access to the Research4Life programs costs US$ 1500 per institution
per calendar year.



Who is eligible for R4L Programmes:
116 - total number of countries/areas/territories



Eligibility for R4L programs
Eligible categories of institutions are: 
 national universities
 research institutes
 professional schools (medicine, nursing, pharmacy, public 

health, dentistry) 
 teaching hospitals 
 government: ministries and agencies 
 national medical libraries

 locally based non-governmental agencies

All permanent staff members, students and visiting faculty 
are entitled to access and can obtain the institutional User 
Name and Password.
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Partners

Major Publishers
 Elsevier Science
 Springer
 Wiley-Blackwell
 Sage
 Taylor & Francis
 Lippincott/Williams & 

Wilkins
 BioOne
 Oxford University Press
 Nature Publishing
 Other science/technical/ 

medical publishers

Program Partners
 World Health Organization – WHO
 Yale University Library
 International Association of Scientific, 

Technical and Medical Publishers – STM 
 Food and Agriculture Org. – FAO
 United Nations Environment Program –UNEP
 World Intellectual Property Organization –

WIPO
 International Labor Organization - ILO
 National Library of Medicine
 Information Training and Outreach Centre 

for Africa
 Librarians Without Borders/MLA
 Microsoft Corporation



New partners

 British Institute of Radiology
 Duke Global Health Institute
 F1000 Research Ltd.
 Hindawi Publishing Corporation
 Journal of Wound Care ©MA Healthcare Ltd.
 The Lancet
 Libertas Academica
 Lifescience Global
 Polish Society of Internal Medicine
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HINARI
(Health International Network for Research Initiative)

 Online portal to access information on health and
related social sciences

 Coordinated by WHO and Yale University, USA

 Currently, more than 6000 registered institutions

 400 publishers’ content offering up to 14,000
journals, 53,000 e-books and 105 other
information resources

http://www.who.int/hinari







AGORA
(Access to Global Online Research in Agriculture)

 Online portal to access information on agriculture
and related sciences

 Coordinated by FAO/Cornell University, USA

 More than 3000 registered institutions

 235 publishers’ content offering up to 6,500
journals, 23,000 e-books and 35 other information
resources

http://www.fao.org/agora/en/







OARE 
(Online Access to Research in the Environment)

 Online portal to access environmental information

 Coordinated by UNEP/Yale University

 More than 2900 registered institutions

 130 publishers’ content offering up to 10,000
journals, 21,000 e-books and 59 other information
resources

www.unep.org/oare/







ARDI 
(Access to Research for Development and Innovation )

 Online portal to access development and innovation research; 
ARDI is coordinated by the World Intellectual Property 
Organization

 Supports researchers in developing countries in creating and 
developing new solutions to technical challenges faced on a 
local and global level

 More than 900 registered institutions.

 45 publishers’ content offering up to 8,300 journals, 20,000 
e-books and 15 other information resources

http://www.wipo.int/ardi







GOALI 
(Global Online Access to Legal Information )

 Global Online Access to Legal Information is a new program
providing free or low-cost online access to legal research and
training in the developing world.

 GOALI is a public-private partnership of the International Labour
Organization (ILO) as a UN agency, together with Brill Nijhoff,
the International Training Centre of the ILO and academic
partners Cornell Law School Library and the Lillian Goldman Law
Library at Yale Law School.

 Academic and professional peer-reviewed journals, publications
and databases in selected subject areas of law from the world's
leading academic publishers.
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6-Terms and conditions
(Do’s and Don’ts)

 Authorized users
The Material owned by the Publisher and made available through the
R4L Website or other authorized access points

 Access
Authorized Users and Walk-in Users will have full and unlimited
access to the online version of the Publisher’s Material, subject to any
limitations listed below concerning downloading, printing, course
packs, document supply, document fees and remote access.

 Downloading
Authorized Users may download and save to a local digital memory
limited numbers of articles or chapters from any one journal issue or
book, not to exceed 15% of the issue or book. It is not permitted
to download complete journal issues or books



6-Terms and conditions
(Do’s and Don’ts)

 Printing
Authorized Users and Walk-in Users may print single copies of articles
and book chapters from the Material for their private use or study not
to exceed 15% of the issue or book. It is not permitted to print
complete issues of books or journals.

 Course Packs
Academic and teaching staff may make copies in print or digital form
of the Publisher’s Material for course packs, and recover where
appropriate the cost of producing such course packs from the
students. The Publisher’s Material may also be placed in electronic
reserves set up by the Institution for students to access in specified
educational courses. Such electronic reserves must be deleted at the
end of the semester in which the course concludes.



6-Terms and conditions
(Do’s and Don’ts)

 Document supply
The Institution may supply printed or digital copies of individual
journal articles, book chapters and other Material belonging to the
Publisher to the Institution’s employees, faculty members or another
Authorized User as identified above. Such documents may not be
supplied to any other individuals or organizations outside the
Institution.

 Document fees
The Institution may not supply R4L for fee except solely in the case of
cost recovery fees for course pack or other teaching material
compilations.



6-Terms and conditions
(Do’s and Don’ts)

 Remote access
 Access to the Publisher’s Material may only be provided from

computers or other digital installations owned by or under the
direct control of the registered Institution or from personal
computers owned personally by the employees, faculty or
students of the Institution.

 Remote access from other installations is expressly prohibited
and any violation of this condition will result in the termination
of the agreement and the blocking of the password.

 In particular, Authorized Users may not access R4L Programs
while travelling outside their own countries. No remote access
will be given to Walk-in Users.



6-Terms and conditions
(Do’s and Don’ts)

 Uploading
The Institution or its members, Authorized Users and Walk-in Users
may not upload to or post (to a publicly available website or
elsewhere) the username and the password and add in any way to
the Publisher’s Material without the express permission of the
Publisher. This includes any notices, advertisements, comments or
other information.



Conclusion
 R4L is a public-private partnership that provides access to

academic and scientific content online.

 Tens of thousands of journals and books are available to
download and the content is available for free or at a very
low cost.

 Hundreds of partners are committed to provide their
content until 2020 and more than 8,000 institutions in over
100 countries have join R4L

 At the heart of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):
Education-Health-Food-Environment-Justice-Peace

 The prospects are to put in place a strategy to cope with
constraints and ensure the sustainability of research in
developing countries
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