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THE MADRID SYSTEM

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF A DCP

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs

PLAN
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A SYSTEM FOR INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION OF 
TRADEMARKS AND CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT 
OF RIGHTS THROUGH A SINGLE PROCEDURE

LEGAL FRAMEWORK :

 Paris Convention (1883)

 Madrid agreement (1891)

 Madrid Protocol (1989)

 Common Regulations

 Administrative Instructions

 Laws, regulations and practices of  each 
contracting country

THE MADRID SYSTEM
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INTERNATIONAL FILING PROCEDURE

THE MADRID SYSTEM

Office of origin

Certification

DCP

Formalities

at the IB

International 

Register Gazette

International 

Application

Publication

National or Regional

application/registration

Applicant

Certificate
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN

 Inform and support users

 Receive, examine, certify and ransmit to WIPO the 
international application within 2 months

 Remedy certain irregularities in the international 
application

 Monitor basic mark for the period of  5 years and 
notify ceasing of  effect (dependence period)

 Transmit to WIPO requests from holders

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN

RECEPTION OF

APPLICATION

FORMALITY

EXAMINATION
IRREGULARITIES CERTIFICATION
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN

CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST

 the name of  the applicant is the same in the basic mark

 the reproduction corresponds to the basic mark

 claims that the mark is a color, 3-D, sound, collective,

 certification or guarantee mark appear in the basic 
mark

 colors claimed are also claimed or appear in the basic

 mark

 Goods and Services are covered by the basic mark

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN

RECEPTION OF

APPLICATION

FORMALITY

EXAMINATION
IRREGULARITIES CERTIFICATION
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OFFICE OF ORIGIN

A CERTICATION FORM

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN

RECEPTION OF

APPLICATION

FORMALITY

EXAMINATION
IRREGULARITIES CERTIFICATION



8

EXAMPLE : OAPI AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF ORIGIN

1st Madrid Protocol 
Registration from OAPI
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OFFICE OF A DCP

EXAMINATION PROCEDURE

From the date of  the international registration or of  the 
subsequent designation, it has the effects of  :

 an application filed with the Office of  the 
designated CPs; and,

 a registration effected by the Office of  the 
designated CPs where protection is not refused 
within the applicable time limit or refusal is 
withdrawn

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF A DCP

RECEPTION OF NOTIFI

-CATION FROM IB

SUBSTANTIVE 

EXAMENATION

GRANT OF

PROTECTION

PROVISIONAL

REFUSAL

“FINALE 

DECISION”

NATIONAL

REGISTRATION
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OFFICE OF A DCP

From the date of  the international 

registration or of  the subsequent 

designation, it has the effects of  :

 an application filed with the Office of  

the designated CPs; and,

 a registration effected by the Office of  

the designated CPs where protection is 

not refused within the applicable time 

limit or refusal is withdrawn

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF A DCP



11

OFFICE OF A DCP
The role of  the DCP Office will be determined by 
the national legislation wich lays down the 
conditions for protection of  a trademark and 
determines the rights resulting from the 
protection

The Madrid system offers the DCPs Office the 
possibility of  issuing decisions relating to the 
situation of  protection
 Provisional refusal (Rules 16, 17 and18)

 Provisional situation (Rule 18bis)

 Final decision concerning the situation of  the mark 
(Rule 18ter)

 Invalidation (19)

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF A DCP
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Provisional refusal

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF A DCP
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COMMUNICATION BEFORE THE EXPIRY OF 

THE REFUSAL PERIOD

STATEMENT OF GRANT OF 

PROTECTION (MF4 – R.18ter(1))

 Within refusal period

 No grounds to refuse

 All procedures completed

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs
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GRANT OF PROTECTION

ROLE OF AN IPO AS OFFICE OF A DCP



15

COMMUNICATION BEFORE THE EXPIRY OF THE 
REFUSAL PERIOD

NOTIFICATION OF PROVISIONAL 
REFUSAL (MF3A – TOTAL R.17(1))

(MF3B – PARTIAL R.17(1))

 Provisional refusal (Rules 16, 17 and18)

 Provisional situation (Rule 18bis)

 Final decision concerning the situation of  
the mark (Rule 18ter)

 Invalidation (19)

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs
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COMMUNICATION FOLLOWING PROVISIONAL 

REFUSAL

FINAL DECISIONS (MF5) 

 Protection following a provisional 

refusal Rule 18ter(2)

 Confirmation of  a total provisional 

refusal Rule 18ter(3)

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs
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COMMUNICATION FOLLOWING PROVISIONAL 
REFUSAL

MF6 – Confirmation of total refusal under Rule 18ter(3)

FURTHER DECISION UNDER RULE 18ter(4)

Further decision now

 Can be sent only after a final decision under Rule 18ter(2) or 
(3)

As from November 1, 2017
 Can be sent after tacit acceptance, grant of protection under

Rule 18ter(1) or final decision under Rule 18ter(2) or (3)
Content :

 Scope of the protection

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs
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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN FURTHER DECISION AND 
INVALIDATION

Further decision

 Can increase or reduce the scope of protection
 Subject to review or appeal 
 Can be modified by another further decision
 MF7 – Further decision

Invalidation
 All or part of the registration no longer has Effect
 No longer subject to appeal
 Registration cannot regain effect; except under a later

subsequent designation
 MF10 – Invalidation

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs
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OVERVIEV

DECISIONS BY OFFICES OF DCPs

Notification de 

désignation

Déclaration 

d’octroi de la 

protection

Règle 18ter.1)

Refus provisoire 

Règle 17.1)
Décision finale 

Nouvelle décision 

Règle 18ter.4)

Invalidation

Règle 19

Acceptation

tacite 

Article 4.1)a)

- Refus  partiel; ou,

- Refus provisoire total 

- Octroi de la protection

suite á un refus provisoire

 – Règle 18ter.2); ou,

- Confirmation de refus provisoire total

 – Règle 18ter(3).

Délai applicable

pour

refuser




