
PATENT&DESIGNSACT-NIGERIA

Thebeginning,TrademarksActwascreated1965aftertheEnglishTrademarksActof1938.

TrademarkslawsarecurrentlyoperatingundertheEnglishTrademarksActof1994asamended.

ThecurrentversionofpatentanddesignsActof1970isCapP2LFN2004andNigerian

CopyrightCommissionAct(Amended)1999.

IndustrialDesignsprotecttheaestheticaspect(shape,texture,pattern,color)ofanobjectrather

thanthetechnicalfeatures.Industrialdesignistheornamentaloraestheticappearanceofan

article.Thedesignmayconsistofthree-dimensionalfeaturesofthearticle,suchasitsshapeor

surfaceoroftwo-dimensionalfeaturessuchaspatterns,linesorcolor.

Industrialdesignsareembodiedinawidevarietyofproductsofindustryandhandicraft,from

technicalandmedicalinstrumentstowatches,jewelryandotherluxuryitemsfromhousehold

wareandelectricalappliancestovehiclesandarchitecturalstructuresandfromtextiledesignsto

leisuregoods.

INTELLECTUALPROPERTY

IPcoversallpatents,copyright,databaserights,topographyrights,rightsindesigns,trademarks,

rightstopreventpassingoff,plantbreedersrights,knowhowandallotherintellectualor

industrialpropertyrights,ineachcasewhetherregisteredorunregisteredandincluding

applicationsorrightstoapplyforthemandtogetherwithallextensionsandrenewalsofthem,in

eachandeverycaseallrightsorformsofprotectionhavingequivalentorsimilareffectanywhere

intheworld.

IP

COPYRIGHT

LiteraryandArtisticworkssuchas

novels,poemsandplays,films,

musicalworks

Artisticworksi.edrawings,paintings,

photographsandsculptureand

architecturaldesign.Italsoincludes

performingandrecordingrights.

INDUSTRIALPROPERTY

Trademarks,industrialdesigns,and

Patentsregistry



Non-traditionalIP

Thecommercialaspectsareknownasnon-traditionalIPasstatedbelow;

- Licensing

- Franchising

- IPsecuritization

- Assignment

COMMERCIALIZATIONOFIPPRODUCTS-NIGERIA IP

formedthenucleusofeverydevelopedeconomythroughknowledgeandtechnologyforwealth

creation.Theyprofferssolutiontotheirpeculiarityandchallengessuchasindustrializednations,

e.gUnitedKingdom,UnitedStatesofAmericaandtheemergingeconomicslikeBrazil,Russia,

IndiaandChina.

NIGERIAAMONGDEVELOPEDNATIONS

Nigeriaisafactortothedevelopednations,acountrywithsomuchpotentialandemerging

markettoaccommodateglobalmarketdemandsfromvasthumanandnaturalresourcesyet

underutilizedtobeinthesameranking.

DRIVINGIPPOLICY

WehavedifferentagenciesoffederalrepublicofNigeriaandR&Dinstitutions,industriesand

non-governmentalorganizationthatwerecreatedtodrivethepurposeofIPpolicyandstrategies

forresearchandinnovation.

Theagencies/ministriesare:

- PatentsRegistry(MITI)

- NigerianCopyrightCommission(MCT)

- NationalOfficeforTechnologyAcquisitionandPromotion(FMST)

Nigeriahasover140highinstitutions,morethan50R&Dcenters(bothinpublicandprivate),

industriesandover10non-governmentalorganizationsincollaborationofIPsystems.Thebig

questionisthatwhereisthelinktoindustrytomarket

INTELLECTUALPROPERTYACTIVITIESOFNOTAP-MANDATE IP
policyandstrategiesforresearchandinnovation Nigeria
positiontodate?
TheNationalOfficeforTechnologyAcquisitionandPromotion(NOTAP)isaparastatalofthe
FederalMinistryofScienceandTechnology(FMST)withthemandatetopromoteindigenous
technologies,supportresearcheractivitiesincludingIntellectualProperty(IP)promotionand
protection.Inthedischargeoftheabovemandate,NOTAPestablishedclosecollaborationwith



thePatentRegistryprimarilyforgrantingpatentstoresearchinventionsforwardedthrough
NOTAP.TheOfficeconductspreliminarysearchestodeterminenoveltybeforepassingthe
applicationstotheregistrywiththestipulatedfeeforregistrationonbehalfoftheapplicants.

Since2007NOTAPwiththeassistanceofWIPOhasestablished38IntellectualProperty
TechnologyTransferOffices(IPTTO)inTertiaryandResearchInstitutionacrossthecountry.
In1992,PatentInformationandDocumentationcentre(PIDC)wasestablishedinNOTAPand
it’sveryfunctionalinNOTAP’sactivities.Pleaseseethegraphsbelow:-

(i) 38IPTTOsestablishedacrossthesix(6)geopoliticalzonesinNigeria2010-2015
(ii) 255patentapplicationssubmittedtoNOTAPfrom2010-2014
(iii) 56PatentsgrantedbytheFederalMinistryofTradeandInvestmentfrom2010–

2014.





BENEFITSOFIPPOLICY

WeneedtoemphasizedevelopnecessaryandadequateIPpolicytogrowdevelopingeconomic

thatisthefundamenttoseethroughallprocessesinvolvedinknowledgeandtechnology.Some

ofthebenefitsareasfollows:

1.ProvidesuitableconditionsforpartiesfortechnologytransferthatwillattractForeign

DirectInvestment(FDI)togalvanizethecountry’seconomic

2.IPPalonewillnotbesuccessfulwithoutadequatefundingacttoinspireresearchand

developmenttoretainhighlyqualifiedpersonsorexpertsthatwillbringideasintothe

marketplaceforitseconomicbenefits.

3.IPPshouldbestrategicallydrafttosatisfynon-traditionalintellectualpropertyasstimulus

toeconomicgrowthanddevelopment.

Mainchallenges
 Insufficiencyinscience,technologyandengineeringstaff;
 Inadequatecapacitybuildinginlinewiththecurrentrulesandregulationsguiding

technologytradeinTRIPs,WTOAgreement.
Wayforward
Capacitybuilding


