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C Receiving Offices C
OA AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (OAPI) 
OA

Competent receiving Office 
for nationals and residents of: 

Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, 
Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal and Togo 

Language in which international 
applications may be filed: English or French1 

Language in which the request 
may be filed:  English or French 

Number of copies required 
by the receiving Office: 1 

Does the receiving Office accept the 
filing of international applications with 
requests in PCT-EASY format?2  No 

Does the receiving Office accept requests 
for restoration of the right of priority 
(PCT Rule 26bis.3)? 

Yes, please refer to the Office for the applicable criteria and/or any 
fee payable for such requests 

Competent International 
Searching Authority: 

Austrian Patent Office, European Patent Office, Federal Service for 
Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks (Russian Federation) 
or Swedish Patent and Registration Office 

Competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority: 

Austrian Patent Office, European Patent Office,3 Federal Service for 
Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks (Russian Federation) 
or Swedish Patent and Registration Office 

Fees payable to the receiving Office: Currency: CFA franc BEAC (XAF) 
Transmittal fee: Information not yet available 
International filing fee:4 Equivalent in XAF of Swiss francs 1,330 

Fee per sheet in excess of 30:4 Equivalent in XAF of Swiss francs 15 
Reductions (under Schedule 
of Fees, item 3)  None 

Search fee: Equivalent in XAF of the search fee payable to the International 
Searching Authority chosen by the applicant: see Annex D(AT), 
(EP), (RU) or (SE) 

Fee for priority document 
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): XAF  60,000 plus XAF  15,000 per page in excess of 10 pages 

Is an agent required by 
the receiving Office? 

No, if the applicant resides in an OAPI Member State 
Yes, if the applicant does not reside in an OAPI Member State 

Who can act as agent? Any agent authorized to represent applicants before the OAPI 
 

______________ 
1  If the language in which the international application is filed is not accepted by the International Searching Authority 

(see Annex D), the applicant will have to furnish a translation (PCT Rule 12.3). 
2  Where the request is filed in PCT-EASY format together with a PCT-EASY diskette and the receiving Office accepts such filings, 

the total amount of the international filing fee is reduced (see PCT Gazette No. 51/1998, pages 17330 and 17332, and No. 41/2006, 
page 19092, Schedule of Fees, item 3(a)). 

3  The European Patent Office is competent only if the international search is or has been performed by that Office, the Austrian 
Patent Office or the Swedish Patent and Registration Office. 

4  This fee is reduced by 90% if certain conditions apply (see corresponding footnote to Annex C(IB)).  For further details, see 
Official Notices (PCT Gazette) dated 29 May 2008, page 69, Schedule of Fees, item 4. 


