


WIPQO's electronic filing software PCT-SAFE (Secure Applications Filed Electronically),
offers Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) applicants the means to prepare their
international applications in electronic form and to file them either via secure on-line
transmission or using physical media such as CD-R or diskette. The PCT-SAFE
development became possible when the industrial property Offices of the PCT
Contracting States adopted a legal framework and technical standard necessary for
the implementation of electronic filing and processing of international applications.

The PCT allows applicants to seek protection for an invention in all Contracting States
bound by the Treaty by filing a single international application.

The PCT-SAFE Client software was built on an enhanced version of the former
PCT-EASY software to facilitate the transition to fully electronic filing. As the
electronic application is being completed, the system validates the entered data
and uses a “traffic light” system to draw the applicant’s attention to incorrectly
or inconsistently completed parts. Applicants can select whether the international
application is to be transmitted on-line directly to the specified receiving Office or
saved onto physical medium for filing (the means of transmittal available depend
on the receiving Office selected).

In addition to the fully electronic filing mode, the PCT-SAFE Client software can be
operated in PCT-EASY mode where applications are filed on paper, accompanied by
the request form data and abstract on diskette.

The PCT-SAFE system also includes the PCT-SAFE Editor, an easy-to-use software
product that is used to prepare the application body (description, claims, abstract,
drawings) in XML (eXtensible Markup Language) format. XML is an industry-standard
computer-readable format that is very useful for searching, storing and exchanging
patent information. When operating the Editor, applicants have the option of
converting an application body originally created using a word processor, or to
prepare the application body from scratch within the Editor; no knowledge of XML
is required. Once created by the PCT-SAFE Editor, the application body is combined
with the request using the PCT-SAFE Client.

In addition to the XML format, it is possible to attach the application text and
drawings in PDF or TIFF format (the file formats available depend on the receiving
Office selected).



Applicants wishing to submit an international application on-line need a digital
certificate which can be obtained either via a simple on-line enrollment procedure
through the PCT-SAFE website (http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/en/certificates.htm), free
of charge, or from any other certification authority whose certificate is recognized
in accordance with the PCT electronic filing standard and accepted by the chosen
receiving Office. The digital certificate is used by the system in digitally signing the
international application and in creating a secure connection with the receiving Office
for the transmission of the international application package. The secure connection
ensures that the application is not legible during transmission, and the digital
sighature ensures that any alteration of the package is detectable. A high degree

of integrity and security is therefore assured for PCT-SAFE data.

Applicants can file PCT applications using the PCT-SAFE software with receiving
Offices that are prepared to accept such filings. Once any such receiving Office has
received an electronic submission of an international application via PCT-SAFE it
promptly confirms the receipt to the applicant. The date of receipt and information
concerning the contents of the submission as received by the Office are among the
data available to the applicant and, in the case of on-line filing, this information is
provided immediately.

The use of PCT-SAFE delivers a number of benefits to PCT applicants. These include:

= The fact that the PCT-SAFE Client software was based closely on the former
PCT-EASY software makes the transition to PCT-SAFE e-filing easier both for
PCT applicants and Authorities.

= The validation logic within PCT-SAFE helps to create documents that meet certain
PCT requirements, and users can be confident that their applications are
correctly formatted.

= Fee reductions of up to 300 Swiss francs (or equivalent), per application.

= When filing on-line, the use of digital certificates issued by the WIPO Customer
Certification Authority ensures a high degree of data integrity and secure
transmission of international applications.

= The use of XML formatting means that the documents submitted are fully
searchable, both during the PCT procedure and once they enter the public domain.

= On-line submission reduces printing, copying and mailing costs of applications.

= Finally, and perhaps most importantly, the use of on-line transmission shortens
the process of filing and applicants are almost immediately assured that their
international application has been received and is being processed.



It is possible to install the PCT-SAFE software directly onto the hard drive of a PC,
provided that minimum system requirements (MS Windows NT, 2000, XP) are
available; they will then operate as stand-alone applications. For those applicants
who wish to use PCT-SAFE in a multi-user environment, an enterprise version of the
product is scheduled to be available in 2005.

The PCT-SAFE Client and PCT-SAFE Editor software may be downloaded, free of
charge, from http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/en/support/index.htm. Alternatively, a free-
of-charge CD installation may be ordered through the website or from the Help Desk
at pctsafe.help@wipo.int or by fax +41-22-338 8040.

To learn more about PCT-SAFE, please visit the PCT-SAFE website at
http://www.wipo.int/pct-safe/en/index.htm. Documents dealing with the legal and
technical standards, which provide the basis for PCT e-filing, can be found via the
above link or directly at http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/pdf/ai.pdf.

Further information on filing PCT applications can be found on the PCT website
at http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/. In particular, see Basic Facts about the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT), the PCT Applicant’s Guide and the PCT Newsletter.

For more information contact the or its New York Coordination Office at:
World Intellectual Property Organization Address:
Address: 2, United Nations Plaza
34, chemin des Colombettes Suite 2525
P.O. Box 18 New York, N.Y. 10017
CH-1211 Geneva 20 United States of America
Switzerland X

Telephone:
Telephone: 1212 963 6813
412233891 11 .

Fax:
Fax: 1212 963 4801
4122 73354 28 il
e-mail: wipo@un.org

wipo.mail@wipo.int
Visit the WIPO website at:
http://www.wipo.int

and order from the WIPO Electronic Bookshop at:
http://www.wipo.int/ebookshop

WIPO Publication No. 496(E) ISBN 92-805-1356-7





