PCT-EASY—the first
step toward fully
electronic applications

It is now possible for PCT users to
both prepare and send their
international application requests
electronically and in many cases
benefit from a 200 Swiss franc fee
reduction by using PCT-EASY
(Patent Cooperation Treaty -
Electronic Application System).

Full details on how to use the
PCT-EASY as well as the free
software may be downloaded from
http://pcteasy.wipo.int

First fully electronic
international
registration of

a mark by WIPO

The first international trademark
registration resulting from purely
electronic transmissions was
inscribed in the International
Register of Marks at WIPO in
January.

The international application in
electronic form was transmitted to
WIPO by the Swiss Federal
Institute of Intellectual Property
(SFIIP). The establishment of
electronic data exchange between
WIPO and SFIIP was achieved
after close technical cooperation
between the two organizations.
SFIIP and WIPO had been
working together over a period of
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This new electronic system offers
many advantages:

the system contains user-
friendly validation functions
which check and confirm that
the data entered in the request
complies with formal PCT
application requirements

it offers the possibility of
storing and retrieving
frequently used data contained
in the request

not only is the PCT-EASY
software easy to use and free of

six months to establish an effective
electronic data exchange system.
After agreement had been
reached on the modalities, both
WIPO and SFIIP initiated projects
to develop the necessary software
to support the various automated
functions necessary to manage
data exchange and SFIIP started
formally transmitting electronic
communications to WIPO in
December 1998.

International Registration number
704605, which was published in the
WIPO Gazette of International
Marks volume 1999/01, has an
international registration date of

PCT-EASY software runs
on Windows 95/98 and NT.
It is currently available in
English, French, German,
and Spanish and will soon
be available in Chinese,
Japanese, and Russian.

charge, but provided that
certain technical requirements
are met, users will receive a 200
Swiss franc reduction on the
international fee charged

Further information on PCT-
EASY and how to qualify for the
200 Swiss franc fee reduction can
be obtained from the PCT-EASY
Help Desk:

Telephone: (00 41 22) 338 95 23
Fax: (00 41 22) 338 80 40
E-mail: pcteasy.help@wipo.int

November 18, 1998 and was based
on a Swiss national registration
bearing the date of November 11,
1998, illustrating the speed with
which international protection can
be obtained where electronic
exchange mechanisms are
employed.

The international registration was
later notified to SFIIP (as Office
of Origin) by electronic means,
thus completing a full circuit of
electronic communication between
WIPO and SFIIP.



