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Program 4 of WIPO Program and Budget:  Genetic 

resources, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural 

expressions 
 

 
 

Facilitate 
 

Secretariat to the IGC, including Voluntary Fund 

Policy, strategy and legislative advice, upon request, 

regional and national 

Inter-agency coordination and cooperation 
 

 
 

Inform 

Seminars 

Website, including Indigenous Portal  

E-Updates and E-Newsletters 

Briefs, studies and other publications 

Briefings and presentations 

Databases 

 

 

Train 

Practical Workshops for Indigenous Peoples  

Distance Learning Course 

TK Toolkit 

Creative Heritage Program 

Indigenous Fellowship 

Practical guides and guidelines 
 

What 

we do 
Subjects 



Helping achievement of outcomes as may be 

agreed 

 

Greater clarity on issues and options; 

experiences and practices 

Participation of indigenous peoples  

and local communities 

Opportunities for dialogue and 

cooperation  

 

Coordination and cooperation with  

other agencies and processes  



• Helping Member States develop national strategies for the 

protection of TK, TCEs and GRs – Daphne Zografos Johnsson 

 

• TK and TCEs Documentation :  The Intellectual Property Risks 

and Opportunities – Begoña Venero 

 

• From local to global:   

Helping indigenous and local communities protect and market 

their cultural assets – Daphne Zografos Johnsson 

 

• The role of intellectual property in access and  

benefit-sharing agreements  – Claudio Chiarolla 

 

• Indigenous participation – Hai-Yuean Tualima 

 

 



Helping Member States develop 

national strategies for the 

protection of TK, TCEs and GRs 



Policy initiative 

Legislative initiative 

Infrastructure 

Practical tools 



• Identifying key issues 

• Researching and analyzing 
issues 

• Setting objectives of protection 

• Formulating a national 
strategy 

Policy initiative 



• Examination legal options 
under conventional IP systems 

• Assistance with adaptation of 
existing IP framework 

• Assistance with creation of   
sui generis system 

Legislative initiative 



• Assistance with the 
management of IP 
issues that arise when 
setting up and using 
information systems 

Infrastructure 



• Assistance with 
guidelines and protocols 

• Organization of capacity-
building and awareness-
raising activities 

Practical tools 





TK and TCEs Documentation:  The 

Intellectual Property Risks and 

Opportunities 



Documentation 

Why? 

• Risks 

• Opportunities 

How? 

Who? 



The WIPO TK Documentation 
Toolkit 

Practical 
guidance on IP 

implications 

Does not 
promote 

documentation 

Assistance in 
safeguarding 
the interests 

and rights of TK 
holders 

Does not 
promote the 
disclosure of 

non-disclosed 
TK 



The WIPO TK Documentation Toolkit 

Before 

• Objectives: 
Defensive 
protection? 
Preservation? 
Promotion? 

• Consult TK 
holders 

• Options 
available to 
meet 
objectives 

During 

• Obtain 
(evidence of 
prior informed 
consent of TK 
holders, if 
needed) 

• Organize 

• Systematize 

 

After 

• Objectives 
met? 

• Monitor use 

• Ensure 
continued 
secrecy, if 
needed 

• Inform TK 
holders 



Other WIPO publications 

Holders of 
TCEs 

Specific  IP 
Issues 

Museums  

Libraries 

Archives 



From local to global:   

Helping indigenous and local 

communities protect and market 

their cultural assets 



Bilum 
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• Enhance capacity to make use of IP tools  

• Establish an effective IP strategy 

• Better market, commercialize and protect tradition-based 

handicraft  
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The Role of Intellectual Property in 

Access and Benefit-sharing 

Agreements  



Credit: CBD Secretariat 



IP aspects of ABS 

• Negotiating and granting 

access to GRs, for 

research or commercial 

uses, can potentially 

result in a number of IP 

rights 

 

• Should IP rights be 

used?   

• If so, under which 

conditions? 

 

Access 
to GRs 

Patents 

PVR 

TMs 

Sui 
generis 

database 
protection 

Trade 
secrets 

Copyright 



Some questions to consider 

• Who will decide whether to acquire IP rights? 

• Who will apply for the IP right/patent? 

• Who will own the IP right/patent? Joint ownership? 

• Who will negotiate and agree the terms of any 

subsequent arrangement to exploit the patent? 

• How, when and who will be entitled to share the benefits 

arising from it? 

 

 

 





 



Indigenous Participation 



www.wipo.int/tk/en/indigenous 



Participation 

 

•Accreditation to the IGC 

•WIPO Voluntary Fund 

•IGC Panels on Indigenous Peoples and Local 

Communities  

•WIPO Indigenous Fellowship 

 



Training 

• Distance Learning Course 

• Practical Workshop for Indigenous Peoples 

• Traditional Knowledge Document Toolkit 

• Practical Guides  

 



WIPO Indigenous Fellowship 

2013 – Mr. Q”apaj Conde 
(Plurinational State of 
Bolivia) 

2012 -- Mrs. Jennifer Tauli 
Corpuz (Philippines)  

2011 – Ms. Gulnara 
Abbasova (Ukraine) 

2010 – Ms. Patricia Adjei 
(Australia) 

2009 – Mr. Eliamani 
Laltaika (Tanzania) 
 



The Team 







Access all 

resources at: 

www.wipo.int/tk/en 

 

Email: 

grtkf@wipo.int  

 

http://www.wipo.int/tk/en
mailto:grtkf@wipo.int

