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The Problems 

 

• Every Indigenous community has huge collections of tangible and 
intangible cultural material collected over the long periods of 
colonialism  held in archives and museums.   

• Significant information about these collections, including individual 
and community names, are missing. 

• Indigenous peoples and communities are not the legal rights 
holders.  

• Vast amounts of copyright material as well as public domain 
material is being digitized and circulated. 

• The problem of ownership, as well as the incomplete and significant 
mistakes in the metadata, continue into the digital lives of this 
material. 

• Our understanding of Indigenous peoples and culture has been 
produced and curated by researchers and non-Native peoples. 

 



Copyright and Colonial Collecting 
  
Problems of access, ownership and 
control over ethnographic collections in 
the form of: 
 

Sound recordings 

Photographs 

Moving Images/Film 

Word lists 

Dictionaries 

Field-notes 

Unpublished Manuscripts 

 





alternative licensing and labeling 



 
Penobscot Nation, Maine 
Passamaquoddy Tribe of Indians, Maine 
Karuk Tribe, California 
Plateau Peoples from Spokane, Colville, Umatilla, Coeur d'Alene, 
Warm Springs and Yakama Nations, Washington 
Hopi Nation, Arizona  
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi, Michigan  
Kaw Nation, Oklahoma 
Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head, Massachusetts 
Tejon Tribe, California 
Sto:Lo First Nation, Canada 
Musqueam Nation, Canada 
Ziibiwing center for Anishinabe Culture and Lifeways, Michigan 
 

 
 

 

 

Inupiat Heritage and Language Center, Alaska 

Nez Perce Tribe, Washington 

Huna Heritage Foundation, Alaska 

 

 

 

 

Communities 

testing the TK 

Labels 















Communities Customizing TK Labels 
Workshops, Localization, Negotiation 



Sq’ewlets Band of the Stó:lō 
 First Nation 









Passamaquoddy Tribe, Maine and the 
Library of Congress 
 





The Snake Song and Dance 
recorded March 18, 1890 

“Snake song and description by Newell Josephs of the Passamaquoddy tribe,    
 Calais Maine, March the 18th, 1890.” 
  Cylinder 4,235 



MARC record 

changes 

Library of Congress | 

American Folklife Center 













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library of Congress 
Field Museum 
Abbe Museum 
Yale Indian Papers, Yale University 
Columbia University Center for Ethnomusicology 
American Museum Natural History 
Washington State University 
National Museum of the American Indian 
Brooklyn Museum 
University of Maine (Orono) 
New York University 
Sam Noble Museum 
 

 
 

Institutions we are 

working 

with/thinking about 

using the TK 

Labels:  



 
 
 
Next Steps: 
 
1. Enhancing the Tribal Partner Coalition for TK Label Development 
 
2. Finalizing the TK Label Adaptor  
 
3. Building the Model for Institutional Implementation 
 
4. Testing TK Labels in other digital contexts – eg Scalar and  Digital 
Publishing and Wikipedia 
 
5. Creating a TK Label Citational Guide 
 
6. Developing a new TK Notice for biodiversity collections – eg Atlas of 
Living Australia (CSIRO) 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Local Contexts 
www.localcontexts.org 
 
Contact: Jane Anderson 
jane.anderson@nyu.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


