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Menu of Options

Policy
- Development of principles and objectives

Legal
- Examination of existing laws on IP and culture

- Determination of the role of customary laws
- Establishment of a sui generis framework

Practical
- Documentation of TK and TCEs

- Establishment of TK/TCEs databases
- Development of practical tools (guidelines, protocols)

Capacity Building
- Community consultations

- Awareness-raising campaigns
- Practical training programs



TK-TCEs Documentation

Is documentation of TK/TCEs a form of protection?

Documentation is a mean towards:
protecting TK and TCEs
preserving TK and TCEs for future generations
sustaining cultural creativity
empowering communities

Documentation is therefore not an end in itself…



Key questions:

What are the objectives?

What TK and TCEs should be documented and/or included in
the database?

Who can or should get access?

Who should hold the rights?

How should the database be managed?



TK-TCEs Documentation

Key Issues and Implications:

- Creation of “new” rights
… over the documented TK and TCEs
What about the “underlying” TK and TCEs?

- Role of customary laws

- Access, use and benefit-sharing
The use of “practical” measures to effectively control access
to and use of documented TK and TCEs and to ensure
equitable benefit-sharing



TK-TCEs Databases

Conventional IP system provides protection to databases and
compilations of TK and TCEs – WCT, 1996

Key Issues and Implications:

- Creation of “new” rights
… over the compilation of TK and TCEs
but does not extend to TK and TCEs themselves

- Access, use and benefit-sharing
The use of “practical” measures to effectively control access
to and use of the compilation/database and to ensure
equitable benefit-sharing



Capacity-Building

Creative Heritage Project
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Creative Heritage Project

Is…
– developing best practices and guidelines for

managing IP issues when recording, digitizing and
disseminating intangible cultural heritage

– providing basic hands-on training in
documentation, recording and digitization of
intangible cultural heritage

…for the Strategic Management
of IP Rights and Interests!



WIPO Training Programs

• The Creative Heritage
Training Program on
Cultural Documentation
and Intellectual
Property Management

• For: indigenous peoples
and representatives of
cultural institutions
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WIPO Training Programs

This is about:
• Empowering indigenous and local communities with the basic

technical skills so that they are able themselves to conduct
research into, document, record, archive, digitize and
disseminate their own cultural expressions

• Engaging indigenous and local communities in further
consideration of the ethics, standards and best practices
pertaining to cultural research, project planning and
documentation

• Fostering an understanding of the importance and relevance of
IP protection and, more specifically, of the IP implications and
options associated with cultural documentation

• Encouraging positive and mutually-beneficial collaborations and
partnerships between indigenous and local communities and
cultural institutions, such as museums and archives, in their own
countries

…a collaborative effort!



Our Tools and Resources…



For more information

Subscribe to our Newsletter
and Updates now…!

Website :

www.wipo.int/tk

Email :

grtkf@wipo.int
jessyca.vanweelde@wipo.int

THANK YOU !


