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Agency for SME Development (ASMED) is the central government agency that is responsible for coordinating policy formulation and policy implementation for the development of SMEs in Vietnam. ASMED acts as the Permanent Secretariat of the SME Development Promotion Council which was chaired by the Minister of Planning and Investment. 
ASMED’s functions:  SME development promotion, business registration, domestic investment encouragement, SOE reform and restructuring and international cooperation in areas related to its functions and duties. 

SME support program carried out by ASMED & other State agencies:
1/ Human Resource Development Program: approved by Prime Minister with total budget of 750,000 USD (duration: 2004-2008):   SMEs owners/managers and potetial entrepreneurs will be provided with training courses that cover the following fields: business management (including overall business management, business planning, marketing management, finance and accounting management, human resource management, technology management, marketing consultation, etc.); export promotion skill (particularly for SMEs who export or have potential to engage in export activities); and business start-up.
2/ Information Provision – SME Portal: www.business.gov.vn By visiting this website, SMEs can comprehensively grasp profuse information of legal documents, all regulations relating to their business, how to start-up, survive and grow... SMEs can also feedback through the website to recommend and contribute into policy-making process. The website also has a colossal database of existing registed enterprises across the country based on data collected from 64 provincial Department of Planning and Investment, which helps SMEs expanse their business operation through business linkage.
3/ Technical Assistance Center for SME: provide consultancy on technologies and techniques, equipment leasing, product quality testing. There are also two incubators being set up in Hanoi focusing on food processing and in Ho Chi Minh City on information and communication technologies for SMEs in collaboration with an EC program.  

4/ Credit Guarantee Fund: To help SMEs get loan from commercial banks, the State also encourages setting of Credit Guarantee Funds in localities. These Funds are non-profit oriented and can guarantee up to 80% of the difference between enterprises’ collateral and the loan. 

Regarding IPR, this responsibility is bore by National Office of Intellectual Property of Vietnam (NOIP). I’m the first representative from ASMED to officially attend a workshop on IPR to grasp information and propose plan for collaboration with NOIP in building capacity for SMEs in applying IPR in their business strategy. I’m of the opinion that, IPR, IP system, IP Panorama will be incorporated in the State’s Human Resource Development Program.
Thank you.
