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What is the Patent Search?

Patent search is not only prerequisite step in patenting procedure but also
essential work in conjunction with many business activity, including
research, manufacturing, marketing, etc.  Patent search is to search and
analyze relevant patents in product development step or prior to patent
application process so that you can make sure the patentability of your
invention and get current technology information and future trend of
specific technology area. Also, it helps you to avoid a duplicated research
and to invest your money to safe market having no legal problems related
to patent.

Patent Search
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The Kind of Patent Search (1)

Theme Search
Theme searches provide the overview of patents related
to your field of interest. These searches are helpful to
detect the recent trend of your technology area and to
establish your R&D direction

Patentability 
Search 

Patentability search is the first step of patenting process.
A patentability search surveys patents filed in each
national intellectual property office to check whether there
exists inventions similar to yours.

Infringement 

Search 
Infringement search is to check whether patents which
can be infringed by your product launched newly in a
certain country exist or not in that country.

Patent Search
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Invalidity 
Search 

When you intend to make some claims of a particular
patent invalid, the invalid search can provide some prior
art references that disclose claims that are infringed by
the subject disclosure.

Family patent / 
Legal status search 

Patent family search provide a list of all countries
in which a particular patent was filed.
Legal status search gives the legal progressing
status of a particular patent .

The Kind of Patent Search (2)
Patent Search
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7. Search Results
&Extracting data

Text file, patent
copy,

Bibliography, etc

1. Clarify the
Purposes of

search

Refer to the kind
of search

2. Decide the
Extents of Search

KR,US,JP,EP…..
WIPS,

USPTO,Delphion,
IPDL, Espacenet

3. Select
Keywords

4. Make Search
Queries

5. Searching &
Reviewing

Title, Abstract,
Claims, etc

6. Reform the
Search Queries

The Process of Patent Search
Patent Search
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1. Extension of the range of search keywords(Wildcards)
A wildcard is a symbol that stands for an unspecified number of characters in a
queries. Right-hand truncation used in the end of words is generally applied in the
most of database. This allows you to retrieve words that begin with that specific
character string but have an unknown variety of characters at the end.

The Basics of Creating & Refining
Search Queries (1)

wom?n : retrieves
woman, women,

etc.

Represent to only
one character

? (Question mark)Partial extension

file* : Retrieves
file, files, etc.

Represent to
unlimited

characters

* (Asterisk)Full extension

ExampleMeaningWildcardsKind

Patent Search
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2. Boolean operators

(a OR b)
AND c

An operator within
brackets has a

priority

Order of
Precedence

a NOT bA specific term
following "NOT"

must be excluded
Logical

Negation

a OR bAny one term or two
terms must be

existed

Logical Sum

a AND bTwo terms must be
existed

Logical
Product

FormatMeaningFunction

The Basics of Creating & Refining
Search Queries (2)

Patent Search
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3. Adjacency operators

Engine NEAR2 Control :
Engine brake control,
Control system for
engine

"a" and "b" exist in a sentence
regardless the order and there are
the same or less than the "n" words
between "a" and "b"

a NEARn b

Automobile ADJ2
System :
Automobile rear
suspension system,
Automobile heating
system

"a" and "b" exist in  the same order
with the input queries' order in a
sentence and there are the  same or
less than the "n" words between "a"
and "b"

a ADJn b

ExampleMeaningFormat

The Basics of Creating & Refining
Search Queries (3)

Patent Search
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Free On-line Patent Database

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○Priority(No., Date)

S
E
A
R
C
H

F
I
E
L
D

Reference
Detailed Description

Claims
Abstract

Registration(No., Date)
Publication(No., Date)
Application(No., Date)

Classification Code
Assignee
Inventor

Title

○○○○(Not Free)Download
○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○Patent Document Copy

○○○○

○○○○

○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○

 (IPC)
○○○○

(IPC)
○○○○

(IPC,ECLA)
○○○○

(IPC,UPC)
○○○○

 (IPC)

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○

○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○○

sipo.gov.cnipdl.jpo
.go.jp

espacenet.
com

uspto.
gov

kipris.
or.kr

Website Address

CN(P,U,D,
CPA)

JP(P,U,D,P
AJ)

EP,JP(PAJ),
PCT

USKR(P,U,D,T KPA)Available DB

SIPO
(CN)

IPDL
(JP)

Espacenet
(EP)

USPTO
(US)

KIPRIS
 (KR)

Country

Patent Search
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Charged On-line Patent Database(1)

AvailableAvailableFamily patent/
Legal Status Info.

AvailableAvailablePatent Document Copy

1. All Bibliographical Items
2. Full Text(Abstract,
description, claims, etc)

1. All Bibliographical  Items
2. Full Text(Abstract,
description, claims, etc)

Search Field

■ Quick/Number Search
■ Boolean Search
■ Advanced Search

■ General Search
■ Advanced Search
■ Number Search
■ Step Search

Main Search Tool

US(P), JP(PAJ),
EP(P), PCT(WO)

Korea(P,U,D,T,KPA),
US(P), Japan(P,U,PAJ),

EP(P),PCT(WO), CN
Data Collections

USKorea(South)Country

DelphionWIPSGLOBALDB Name

Patent Search
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Patent Lab ⅡPM Manager 2002PM tool

Saved SearchSearch Query SaveSave search query &
results

AlertsSDINew patent informing
system

SnapshotClusteringClustering

Search results
managing tool

TEXT, CSVTEXT, XLE, MDB,
PMD(Format for PM

manager)

File Formats

Contents All bibliographyAll bibliography +
Abstract+ ClaimsData

Download

 Work file Cabinet

Supple-
mentary
Function

DelphionWIPSDB Name

Charged On-line Patent Database(2)
Patent Search
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• More Patent Database Collections : Saving search time and integrated
search is possible because several countries’ patent database is built
in together

• Faster and more stable search : Less number of user than Free DB
and high-quality internet infrastructure

3.    Detailed and several search method  : Full text search and free
queries are available

4.    Save search results : You can manage your search results

5.    Easy to download and obtain patent document copy

6.    Various and useful supplementary functions : Patent analysis tool,
Searched patent management, Newly published patent informing
service, etc.

The merits of the charged on-line
database

Patent Search
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KRKRKRKR

USUSUSUSJPJPJPJP

EPEPEPEPWOWOWOWO

INPADOCINPADOCINPADOCINPADOC

KPAKPAKPAKPA
PAJPAJPAJPAJ

DILS (Distributed Information Linkage System)

Patent Doc.
Image

Input Query

Search Result List Additional Functions
(Collective View, Download, Cabinet, Clustering and etc.)

Bibliographical Info.

Related Patent Info.
(Patent Family, etc.)

PM Manager
(Patent Analysis Tool)Data Download

(Citation, WIPS F
amily,　　　　Related P

atent)

General, Advanced, Number & Step Searches

1. WIPSGLOBAL Search Flow
WIPSGLOBAL
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2. Search Sections, Data Coverage
WIPSGLOBAL

4 Search
Sections

70 Million cases Data
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3. General Search (for beginner)

WIPSGLOBAL

Search
Queries
Input

Window

Search Field
Selection

DB Selection
Display
Items

Selection
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4. Advanced Search (for Experts)

WIPSGLOBAL

Free Search
Queries
Input

Window

Field Search
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5. Number Search

Number Input Window
The kind of No.

Selection

WIPSGLOBAL
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6. Step Search

WIPSGLOBAL

Search Queries Input
Window

Search Field
Selection

Step search
results list

Diagram
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7. Search Result View

Search queries
refinement

Supplementary
function (download,
clustering, Cabinet)

Search Results
List

WIPSGLOBAL



MOST for Chinese Patent Officers

8. Data Download

WIPSGLOBAL
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9. Download as Excel data

WIPSGLOBAL
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Sort by IPC

Sort by Applicant

Sort by Date

Sort by Main Key Words

10. Clustering

WIPSGLOBAL
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11. Search Results Managing Tool - Cabinet

WIPSGLOBAL
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12. Cabinet Functions, Link to Full Image

WIPSGLOBAL
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13. Collective View of Selected Patents
WIPSGLOBAL

Representative Drawing
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14. Detailed Info. View (1) - DILS

WIPSGLOBAL
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Move to Priority Patent

Full Text DB

15. Detailed Info. View (2) – Full Information

WIPSGLOBAL
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Text Mode Citation Analysis

Shows Citation Relations in t
he form of Tree-Map.(Visual
Mode)

16. Detailed Info. View (3) – Citation Analysis

WIPSGLOBAL

••        Refine Citation Data Refine Citation Data 
•• Data Download Data Download
•• Using Cabinet Function Using Cabinet Function
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16. Detailed Info. View (4) – Related Application Analysis

WIPSGLOBAL
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WIPSGLOBAL

17. Detailed Info. View (5) – Family/Legal  Info.

Move to
Country’s Patent DB
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18. Detailed Info. View (6) – WIPS Family

WIPSGLOBAL

View family patent information through
reverse-reference of priority information,
which is not shown as patent family of INP
ADOC Data........
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19. Full Image View

WIPSGLOBAL
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Quick Search
Advanced

Search
Number Search

Field Code

Free Queries
input window

1. USPTO(www.uspto.gov)

Free Database
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Quick Searches

Field Search

2. Espacenet (http://ep.espacenet.com)

Free Database



MOST for Chinese Patent Officers

PAJ(Patent Abstract of
Japan) Search

3. IPDL (http://www.ipdl.jpo.go.jp)

Free Database

Text Search

Number Search
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Thank you for your Attention
Continue to Patent Search Exercise


