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ICQRF: a few words about us
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ICQRF stands for:
Department of Central Inspectorate for fraud repression and quality
protection of agri-food products

Is The Law Enforcement Body of the MIPAAFT (Italian Ministry of Agriculture,
Foodstuff, Forestry and Tourism Policies) responsible for preventing and
repressing any breach of European and Italian laws relating to:

- agri-foodstuffs productions, (from farming to food processing industries
as well as at their wholesale and retail stage);

- farm supply products (seeds, feed, agricultural chemicals, fertilizers and
plant growth products).



ICQRF is in charge of:
Carring out Official Controls according to (EC) Reg. No.
882/2004 (by means of Inspections, Chemical Analyses and, if
the case, working as Police under the coordination of a Public
Prosecutor).

Imposing monetary or other sanctions as result of inspection or
analyses findings (ITALIAN SANCTIONING AUTHORITY for wine,
olive oil, labelling, PDO/PGI Protection, organic prodocts)

Authorizing private or public control bodies for certificating
foostuffs as PDO, PGI and Organic.

Supervising the activities of the aforementioned private or
public control bodies.
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An overview  on the ICQRF Organization

Head of of ICQRF

At central level, the Department consists of
two Directorates-General.

At local level, it has 10 decentralized
inspection offices and 19 local units.

ICQRF has also its own laboratories network,
comprising 6 chemical laboratories.



2018 - CONTROL   ACTIVITIES
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Inspection activity  
Inspection controls (no.) 40,301 
Analytical controls (no.) 13,797 

Controls (no.) 54,098 
Controlled Operators / Premises (no.) 25,390 
Irregular Operators / Premises (%) 20.3 
Controlled products (no.) 52,982 
Irregular products* (%) 12.4 
Irregular analytical outcomes (%) 8.7 

Results  
Crime reports (no.) 721 
Administrative penalties (no.) 4,194 
Seizures (no.) 595 
Amount of seized products (tons) 17,588 
Economic value of seizures (€) 34,098,556 
Warnings (no.) 2,629 

* including documentary and labeling irregularities 



G.I.: A STRONG PROTECTION

6

The registered food/wine/spirits names shall be protected against any illegal commercial
practice:

- Unlawful use of the registered name: »Style»-»type»-»method»

- False advertising/advertisement;

- Misuse;

- Usurpation;

- Imitation;

- Evocation

Regulation (EU) No 1151/2012 (for agricultural products and foodstuffs)).

Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013 (wines).
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GI and web: ICQRF Tools for protection

“EX OFFICIO” 
protection

(EU)Reg. No. 1151/2012

Liaison body 
EU 

Reg. No. 555/2008
Reg. No. 273/2018

(wine Prod.)

MOU WITH

EBAY

WEB TOOLS

MOU WITH

ALIBABACOOPERATION 
WITH 

AMAZON

“OWNER”
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Co-operation and collaboration with IHPs – WHY?

• Worldwide Internet Hosting Providers have all the interest to
cooperate/collaborate with Control Authorities (Cas) to get rid of
any infringements against PDO and PGI products (wines):

 To preserve their reputation

 To keep high their on line top-ranking

 To fulfill the EU legislation (Regulation EU 1308/2013, Regulation EU
1306/2013, Regulation EU 1169/2011, 2000/31/EC Directive)
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Co-operation and collaboration with IHPs – WHY?

• Competent Authorities have all the interest to
cooperate/collaborate with IHPs to get rid of any infringements
against PDO and PGI products (wines):

- Quickly;

- No costs;

- Checking and taking down infringements from a huge number of
website worldwide.



The notion of Online Hosting Provider
Obligation and liability
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 Provide hospitality to websites on their web servers

 Establish a link between the seller and the buyer

 Third party sellers can offer items via the online host independently



The notion of Online Hosting Provider
Obligation and liability
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- No general obligation to monitor the information

- No general obligation to seek illegal activities 

- No liability for the illegal activity, or information placed on its systems by 
a user, as long as the online host does not have "actual knowledge" of 
the activity or information

- Limited Liability: upon obtaining such knowledge, the online hosting
providers must act expeditiously to remove or to disable access to the
information
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GI and web: ICQRF Tools for protection 

The Italian web experience 
Web tools
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MoU with e-commerce players

Cooperation with
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RENEWAL OF THE AGREEMENT

November 14, 2018
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OWNER or authorized 
to represent those 
entitled

ADVERTISEMENT 
NUMBER
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Listing

removed
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Prosecco in can
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Listing 

removed
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Listing 

removed



MoU between MIPAAF and 
ALIBABA
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www.taobao.com

www.tmall.com

www.aliexpress.com

www.1688.com



Submitting listings
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We research

illegal listing…



Pending submissions
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We provide

Reasonable and

adequate reasons.

Upload proof of

infringment



“Parmigiano Reggiano Italian cheese”
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Before



… “Cheese powder”
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After..



Parmesan cheese …
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Listing

removed



Balsamic vinegar Modena...
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Before



…“Rice Vinegar”
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After..
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Before
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After..



好伯帕尔玛火腿切片意大利式风干火腿
100g 优质发酵火腿片低脂

www.taobao.com
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Prosciutto di Parma in 
chinese language



Cooperation with AMAZON
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The Italian Ministry of Agriculture has been
sending to the AMAZON legal Department
many reports relating to illegal
listings/advertising detected on the European
AMAZON’s platforms
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AMAZON

Cc

MSs’ liaison 
Authorities



Parmesan Grated cheese “Italian Style”
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Listing 

removed
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Listing 

removed

Prosecco rose’



Parmi topper- Parmesan style
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On EU web platforms of:

AMAZON

EBAY

ALIBABA



PARMA! Vegan Parmesan cheese
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On EU web platforms of:

AMAZON

EBAY

ALIBABA



Vegan cheeses/Parmesan
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VEGAN: nutritional patterns that exclude from eating the meat of any animal,
and all animal products

CHEESE: according to the combined provisions set forth in Annex I, Part XVI,
letter f) and in Annex VII, Part III, paragraph 2, letter a) viii), of (EU) Reg. No.
1308/2013, the sales designation “cheese” shall be reserved exclusively for
milk products and "milk products" means products <<derived exclusively from
milk, on the understanding that substances necessary for their manufacture
may be added provided that those substances are not used for the purpose of
replacing, in whole or in part, any milk constituent>>.

PARMESAN: clear evocation of the italian PDO cheese «Parmigiano Reggiano»
(ECJ, ‘Parmesan II’ (case C-132/05)



Vegan Parmesan cheese cases
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ICQRF Results
Italian GIs protection on the marketplaces
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Web Cooperation

EBAY 886
Aceto Balsamico di Modena, Salame Piacentino, Salamini alla cacciatora, Salumi di Calabria, 
Melannurca campana, Capperi di Pantelleria, Olio Riviera Ligure, Olio Dolce di Rossano DOP, 
Olio extravergine di oliva Dauno DOP, Olio extravergine di oliva Terra di Bari, Olio Toscano, 

Coppa di Parma, Prosciutto di Parma, Coppa di Zibello D.O.P, Pecorino siciliano, Wine kit 
Chianti/ Nebbiolo d'Alba/Brunello di Montalcino/Barolo/Valpolicella,Primitivo di 

Manduria,Montepulciano d'Abruzzo, Prosecco

ALIBABA 149 Aceto balsamico di Modena, Prosecco, Pecorino Romano, Gorgonzola, Asiago, 
Parmigiano Reggiano

AMAZON 257 Asiago,Prosecco, Gorgonzola, Parmigiano Reggiano, Aceto balsamico di Modena

Total 1292
% OF SUCCESS 99%
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BEST PRACTISES EUIPO 
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Final considerations
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- Protection of consumers on the web needs new tools 
and new administrative approaches;

- MoU and cooperations between MIPAAF/ALIBABA-
EBAY-AMAZON have been proving that  G.Is’ 
Protection on the web is possible…..



Thank you!
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CONTACTS

Department of Central Inspectorate for fraud repression and quality protection of 
agro-food products

(ICQRF)

ORESTE GERINI

o.gerini@politicheagricole.it

+39 0646656618
Via Quintino Sella, 42     

ROMA     
ITALY


