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Some GIs protected in the United States
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• Section 4 provides for registration of collective 
and certification marks indicating regional origin.

• Section 2(a) provides for refusal of a mark used 
on wines or spirits that contains a GI not having 
the origin of that GI.

• 2(e) exempts certification marks indicating 
regional origin from geographic descriptive 
refusals.

• Common law protects GIs – example: Cognac

U.S. Trademark Law Protects GIs
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Designs and shapes
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Thank you.
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