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INTRODUCTION

 AUTONUM  
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT) held its sixth session from September 19 to 22, 2005.

 AUTONUM 
The following Member States of WIPO and/or the Paris Union were represented at the session:  Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Croatia, Egypt, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Haiti, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania, Mexico, Namibia, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom and the United States of America (36).

 AUTONUM 
Representatives of the African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), the Benelux Trademark Office (BBM),  the 

European Patent Office (EPO), the Eurasian Patent Organization (EAPO), the European Community (EC), the League of Arab States (LAS) and the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) (9) took part in the session in a member capacity.

 AUTONUM 
The Representative of the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) took part in the session in an observer capacity.  

 AUTONUM  
The list of participants appears as Annex I to this report.

Agenda Item 1:  Opening of the Session

 AUTONUM  
The session was opened by Mr. Francis Gurry, Deputy Director General who welcomed the participants on behalf of the Director General.

Agenda Item 2:  Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs


 AUTONUM  
The Working Group unanimously elected Mr. Marc Krier (EPO) as Chair and 

Mrs. Valeria Maximova (Russian Federation) and Mrs. Karen Ryan (Ireland) as Vice-Chairs. 

 AUTONUM  
Mr. Neil Wilson, Director and Chief Information Officer, acted as Secretary of the session.

Agenda Item 3:  Adoption of the Agenda

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat proposed the addition of a new agenda item No. 15 and the renumbering of the subsequent items.  The new agenda item No. 15 would read:

“Exchange of Information:  Status of XML standards developed by the TM-XML Working Group of the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM)

Oral presentation by the OHIM”.

 AUTONUM  
The revised agenda was unanimously adopted by the SDWG and appears as Annex II to this report.

DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND DECISIONS

 AUTONUM  
As decided by the Governing Bodies of WIPO at their tenth series of meetings held from September 24 to October 2, 1979 (see document AB/X/32, paragraphs 51 and 52), the report of this session reflects only the conclusions of the SDWG (decisions, recommendations, opinions, etc.) and does not, in particular, reflect the statements made by any participant, except where a reservation in relation to any specific conclusion of the SDWG was expressed or repeated after the conclusion was reached.
Agenda Item 4:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C (Task No. 30)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/6/2.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Japan, as Task Leader, gave an oral report concerning the work done by the ST.10/C Task Force, including a draft proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13.  This proposal refers to an application number prototype format that could be used for all modalities of industrial property rights.  This prototype format is still under consideration by the ST.10/C Task Force and is presented in paragraphs 32 to 36 of Annex II to document SCIT/SDWG/6/2.  In order to complete the discussions concerning the said format of application numbers, the Task Leader requested approval of two more actions, namely Step 3 and Step 4, which are documented in paragraph 37 of the above-mentioned Annex II.

 AUTONUM  
Concerning the inclusion of trademarks as part of industrial property rights contained in the proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.13, it was agreed that this matter be referred to the Trademark Standards Task Force that would report back to the SDWG at the next session.  The work of the ST10/C Task Force should continue in the meantime.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG supported the concept of using digits–only for the industrial property rights in the prototype format.

 AUTONUM  
The Working Group noted that industrial property offices had until December 15, 2005, to provide further comments, to the Secretariat, on document SCIT/SDWG/6/2, and information to update the Appendix to WIPO Standard ST.10/C.

 AUTONUM  
The offer from the Representative of the PDG to serve as a “user group” to add comments from the European commercial sector was accepted by the Working Group.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG approved the proposal concerning Step 3 and Step 4 referred to in paragraph 11 of document SCIT/SDWG/6/2.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America posed a question concerning the circular to be issued by the Secretariat for surveying the offices to determine the compliance with the provisions of paragraph 12(a) in WIPO Standard ST.10/C (related to priority document numbers in filing notification and certificates of priority).  The Secretariat informed the SDWG that it intended to issue such a circular, with a request for samples from each office, before the end of 2005.

Agenda Item 5:  Proposal by the WIPO Handbook Task Force to review the publication and maintenance procedures of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (Task No. 26) 

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat, as Task Leader, presented an oral report on the progress made by the WIPO Handbook Task Force with respect to the new publication and maintenance procedures of the WIPO Handbook.  The Task Force proposal is reproduced in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/6/3.

 AUTONUM  
 The Task Leader reminded the SDWG that at its fourth session in January 2004, the WIPO Handbook Task Force was given a mandate to prepare a two-fold proposal to (1), renew the contents of the WIPO Handbook and (2), to revise its publication and maintenance procedures.

 AUTONUM  
In summarizing document SCIT/SDWG/6/3, the Task Leader presented the proposal to move the WIPO Handbook from a paper-based, somewhat static publication model, to a more dynamic electronic publication model.  More specifically, the Task Force proposed:

(a)
The creation of a database to store and manage the contents of the WIPO handbook. 
(b)
The development of a web interface, free of charge to users and accessible on the WIPO Official website.  
(c)
The adoption of a workflow to allow for greater flexibility to industrial property offices for updating their survey information.

 AUTONUM  
The WIPO Handbook website would be divided into a Public Area and a Restricted Area.  Through the restricted area of the website the industrial property offices would be able to edit, update, add/remove and submit survey information to the International Bureau in accordance with specific access rights and review periods.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG approved the proposal concerning the publication and maintenance procedures of the WIPO Handbook as contained in the Annex to document SCIT/SDWG/6/3.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Canada requested project management and budgeting information concerning enhancements required by the current Annual Technical Report system to support this activity, as these activities had previously been approved by the SCIT Plenary.  

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat informed the SDWG that work was underway on the preparation of a new publication, or republication, of the standards as described in the new content of the WIPO Handbook that was adopted by the SDWG at the last session.  

 AUTONUM  
It was expected to present some parts of the WIPO Handbook, in English, to the Renewal of the WIPO Handbook Task Force before the end of 2005.  

 AUTONUM  
Therefore, the Secretariat requested the SDWG to maintain the Renewal of the WIPO Handbook Task Force.  The SDWG agreed to this request.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat also informed the SDWG that only following the approval of the Draft Program and Budget 2006-2007 would the exact resource availability be known but the intention was to provide human and financial resources for this initiative as well as to convene a plenary session of the SCIT during the next biennia.  

 AUTONUM  
Following this discussion the SDWG emphasized the importance of allocating human and financial resources to these activities and that this matter needed to be discussed within the Secretariat.

Agenda Item 6:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.3 (Task No. 33)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/6/4.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat informed the SDWG that after the preparation of the said document the Community Plant Variety Office (CPVO) sent a letter to WIPO supporting the adoption of code “QZ” to represent the CPVO in WIPO Standard ST.3 despite not being very enthusiastic about this code.  A copy of the letter was distributed to the SDWG.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat presented an oral proposal to replace, for legal reasons, the expression “European Union” with “European Community” in paragraph 6(b) of document SCIT/SDWG/6/4.  

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG adopted the following revision of WIPO Standard ST.3:


(a)
Paragraph 10 should read:



“10.  The letter combinations AA, QM to QY, XA to XZ and ZZ are 

  available for individual use and for provisional codes.”


(b)
to add the code “QZ” – to represent the name of the “Community Plant Variety Office (European Community) (CPVO)” – to WIPO Standard ST.3, Annex A, Sections 1 and 2.


(c)
replacing the word “Industrial” with “Intellectual” in the entries of ARIPO in Annex A, Sections 1 and 2, but retaining the same two letter code “AP” to represent this Organization.  

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the EPO informed the SDWG that they have used the code “XP” internally for non-patent literature and that this internal code now appears on their website.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the situation concerning the “XP” code.

Agenda Item 7:  Proposal by the Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards (EDPES) Task Force on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.36

 AUTONUM  
In introducing this agenda item the Secretariat informed the SDWG that, at its last session, the SDWG had adopted WIPO Standard ST.36, but a paragraph had been inadvertently omitted in the original proposal.  The Trilateral WIPO Standards Working Group has therefore proposed a revision to WIPO Standard ST.36 as indicated in the Annex to SCIT/SDWG/6/5.  

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Germany suggested that the practice of mixing common 
elements and office specific data was already possible by using namespaces as detailed 
in paragraph 13(c) which would make the change unnecessary.
 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America responded that the change was preferred by the United States Patent and Trademark Office in accordance with its current practice and that of the Japan Patent Office (JPO), and would facilitate the transition of offices to WIPO Standard ST.36.

 AUTONUM  
Following discussion the SDWG adopted the insertion of the following subparagraph (d) in paragraph 13 of WIPO Standard ST.36:

“(d)
Mix office-specific elements with international common elements.  For example, 

  in the publishing DTD fragment below, office-specific elements are added to the 

  content model of the related-documents element.  For further details, see DTD 
  Conventions below.”  
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Agenda Item 8:  Oral progress report by the Task Leader of the P-Docs Task Force

(Task No. 15)

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat, as Task Leader, gave an oral progress report on work undertaken by the P-Docs Task Force.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force employed a two step approach:

(a) 
Firstly, to attain consensus on the general framework for elaborating standards and procedures relating to the provision (including certification) and exchange in electronic form of priority documents.

(b)
Secondly, to elaborate such standards and procedures once consensus has been attained.

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force reviewed a draft paper on general framework prepared by the Secretariat.  While, there appeared to be broad agreement on the general framework there remained a need for further discussion of several key issues before the Task Force could complete the first step outlined above.

 AUTONUM  
 The SDWG noted the progress report by the Task Force Leader.

Agenda Item 9:  Oral progress report by the Task Leader of the Correction Procedures Task Force (Task No. 35)
 AUTONUM  
The Task Leader gave an oral report to the Working Group and indicated that a summary of replies to the respective questionnaire had been prepared and distributed to the Task Force members.  The provisional conclusion was that Standard ST.50 was not widely implemented by offices, but many offices plan its use once their internal systems have been upgraded.  The tentative conclusions will be reviewed by the Task Force members and a final report by the Task Force will be prepared for the seventh session of the SDWG which, following some discussion noted the progress of the Task Force.

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the PDG proposed that the survey of correction procedures, undertaken by the Task Force, would prove to be a useful benchmark and that the process should be repeated every two or three years as a means of measuring progress.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America felt that the survey of correction procedures could be of interest to other offices and proposed that this survey be included in the WIPO Handbook.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed to include the survey carried out within the framework of 

Task No. 35 in the WIPO Handbook once the Task Force had presented its final version to the SDWG.

Agenda Item 10:  Oral progress report by the Task Leader of the Citation Practices Task Force (Task No.36)

 AUTONUM  
The Task Leader gave an oral report to the Working Group and pointed out that a summary of replies to the respective questionnaire and a draft proposal had been prepared and distributed to the Task Force members.  The draft proposal included additional examples to be added to Standards ST.14 and ST.36.  Information was exchanged on difficulties encountered with long paragraphs and embedded images inside the documents.  A final proposal from the Task Force was expected to be ready for the seventh session of the SDWG. 

Agenda Item 11:  Progress report by the European Patent Office on making accessible, through the EPIDOS Patent Register Service, information about the entry into the national (regional) phase of published PCT International Applications (Task No. 23)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/6/6.

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the EPO expressed the Office’s willingness to continue collaboration with other offices and to start sharing national phase entry data with WIPO.  The Secretariat thanked the EPO for their work on this matter which was of great importance to the patent system as a whole.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat announced that WIPO had successfully collected national phase data from various receiving offices and designated offices, that had been exchanged with the International Bureau as part of the PCT process.  Test data from 11 countries had been received and WIPO would continue to encourage transmission of national phase entry data.  WIPO  was also looking for non-entry data as requested by the PDG.  WIPO felt that EPO’s INPADOC system was very important and offered to share this data with the EPO to ensure both the EPO and WIPO have complete sets of national phase entry data.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of Spain stated that the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office had already provided data during September 2005 and would continue to provide this data on a regular basis.

 AUTONUM  
The Delegation of the United States of America felt that a complete reload of their national phase entry data was advisable.  The Delegation continued by informing the meeting that the date of entry information was available in Application Redbook ICE ST.36 XML data, which could be obtained by EPIDOS on a weekly basis.  However, non-entry information was not available in a reliable form. 

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the PDG congratulated WIPO, EPO and the other offices involved in this initiative and emphasized the progress that had been made since 1995.  The Representative continued by renewing the thrust of their letter to WIPO requesting non-entry data.  The Secretariat replied that withdrawal information could be made available and undertook to prepare a document concerning non-entry information.

 AUTONUM  
In conclusion the Secretariat offered to supplement subsequent reports of the EPO on national phase entry data with an oral report on their own efforts to collect national phase data and indicated that, in order to minimize the burden on offices, it would seek to establish with the EPO a common data structure for the collection and exchange of national phase entry data.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that further discussion of this Task would be necessary in the future.

Agenda Item 12:  Annual Technical Reports (ATRs) on Patent, Trademark and Industrial Design Information Activities (Task No. 24)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/6/7.

 AUTONUM  
Following a substantial discussion concerning the Annual Technical Reports the SDWG agreed to:


(a)
leave current Task No. 24 and ATRs as they were for the time being, without any modification;  and


(b)
create a new Task Force which should clarify the objectives of the ATRs and the target users (including industrial property information providers and users).  Once this has been achieved the Task Force should prepare a proposal to revise and update the current recommended contents of the ATRs.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed that the Secretariat lead this Task Force and issue a circular for its creation.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG accepted the suggestion from the Delegation of the United States of America to undertake a detailed analysis of the ATR website’s settings and usage with the aim of understanding current access patterns and improving the delivery of the information provided.

 AUTONUM  
The Representative of the PDG offered to provide information concerning the expectations of users, should the PDG community be considered a target group.

Agenda Item 13:  Revision of WIPO Standard ST.60 (Task No. 33/2)

 AUTONUM  
Discussions were based on document SCIT/SDWG/6/8.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted the oral presentation given by the Leader of the ST.60 Task Force.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG adopted the revision of WIPO Standard ST.60 as reproduced in Annex III to this report.
 AUTONUM  
Following discussions, the Delegations of Germany and the Russian Federation withdrew their proposals for a further revision of WIPO Standard ST.60 following information from the Representative of OHIM that such internal problems could be solved by the future XML standard for trademarks.

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG decided that there was no need for additional revision of WIPO Standard ST.60 at this time.
Agenda Item 14:  Oral progress report by the Task Force Leader of the Trademark Standards Task Force

 AUTONUM  
The Task Force Leader gave an oral report and informed the SDWG that the additional questionnaire concerning formats for figurative elements of marks had been finalized and distributed to industrial property offices for completion.  The Task Force intended to present an analysis of this survey at the next session of the SDWG.

Agenda Item 15:  Exchange of Information:  Status of XML standards developed by the 

TM-XML Working Group of the Office for Harmonization in the Internal Market (OHIM)

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG noted, with gratitude, the presentation by the Representative of OHIM on the status of the XML standards being developed by the TM-XML Working Group of the OHIM.  The presentation can be found on the area of WIPO’s website relating to the sixth session of the SDWG (http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=8822).

Agenda Item 16:  Consideration of the SDWG Task List 

 AUTONUM  
Following a brief introduction by the Secretariat, the SDWG discussed the Tasks contained in Annex I to document SCIT/SDWG/6/9 and agreed to the following:

Task No. 7:  To continue to be held in abeyance.

Task No. 17:  That the new WIPO Standards ST.8 and ST.36 should be listed in the description of the Task.  The SDWG requested the Electronic Data Processing and Exchange Standards Task Force (EDPES Task Force) to update section “Proposed Action with Time Frame” and refer it to in the Task description.

Task No. 19:  That the title of the task change from “Elaborate a WIPO standard concerning making patent documents available on mixed-mode optical disks” to “Elaborate a WIPO standard concerning making patent documents available on mixed-mode media”.  The SDWG also noted the announcement by the Representative of the EPO that version 5 of MIMOSA had been released with the addition of access to GTI V5 patent databases on many media, including CD‑ROM, DVD, across local area networks or via the Internet.  

The SDWG requested the EDPES Task Force to update the section “Proposed Action with Time Frame” and refer it to the Task description.

Task No. 30:  The Secretariat undertook to issue, before the end of 2005, the circular to offices in order to determine the compliance with the provisions of paragraph 12(a) in WIPO Standard ST.10/C related to priority document numbers in filing notification and certificates of priority.  Offices will also be requested to provide samples of their filing notifications and certificates of priority.

Task No. 31:  That the revision of all WIPO Standards which may require modification in view of the IPC Reform had been completed and that this task could now be removed from the SDWG Task List.

Task No. 32:  The Delegation of Romania informed the SDWG that a letter had been sent by their Office to WIPO concerning the Electronic Inventory system.  The Secretariat undertook to review the status of this task and report back to the SDWG.

Task No. 33/2:  That the revision of WIPO Standard ST.60 had been completed and that this task could now be removed from the SDWG Task List.

Task No. 33/3:  To establish this as a new Task.

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat agreed to update the task lists as appropriate.

Agenda Item 17:  Schedule of activities

 AUTONUM  
The Secretariat proposed May 29 to June 2, 2006, for the next session of the SDWG and indicated that February 25, 2006, would be the deadline for all documents relating to the next meeting to be received by the Secretariat. 

 AUTONUM  
The SDWG agreed to hold its seventh session from May 29 to June 2, 2006.

Meetings of the SDWG Task Forces

 AUTONUM  
During this session of the SDWG, the following meetings of the SDWG Task Forces took place:  the joint meeting of the Trademark Standards Task Force and the OHIM XML Working Group;  the meeting of the Citation Practices Task Force;  the meeting of the P-Docs Task Force;  the meeting of the Correction Procedures Task Force;  and the meeting of the ST.10/C Task Force.

Retirement of Mr. Lesprit (France)

 AUTONUM  
On the occasion of the last participation of Mr. Lesprit in a session of a SCIT body, the SDWG and the Secretariat took the opportunity to thank him for and pay tribute to his many years of attendance at the various meetings convened by the Secretariat of WIPO and to his outstanding contribution to international cooperation in the field of industrial property information and documentation, and expressed their best wishes for his happy retirement.

Agenda Item 18:  Adoption of the report of the session

 AUTONUM  
This report was adopted by the Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT).

Agenda Item 19:  Closing of the session

 AUTONUM  
The meeting was closed following the adoption of the Report.

[Annexes follow]
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