
WIPO
E

SCIT/SDWG/4/9

ORIGINAL:  English

DATE:  November 25, 2003

WORLD  INTE LLECTUAL   PROPERT Y  O RGANI ZATION
GENEVA

STANDING COMMITTEE ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES

STANDARDS AND DOCUMENTATION WORKING GROUP

Fourth Session
Geneva, January 26 to 30, 2004

CORRECTIONS RELATING TO PATENT INFORMATION PUBLISHED
BY PATENT OFFICES

Document prepared by the Secretariat

Introduction

1. The Guidelines given by WIPO Standard ST.50 aim at providing guidance to industrial 
property offices and other suppliers of patent information on how to issue corrections, 
alterations and supplements relating to patent information published in paper form or on 
machine-readable media, for the purpose of promoting an unambiguous and uniform 
presentation of such corrections, alterations and supplements.

2. In its letter of August 20, 2003, the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) informed the 
International Bureau (IB) that, since the adoption of WIPO Standard ST.50, there have been 
developments that are not in accordance with the said Standard.  The PDG proposes to carry 
out a survey on the status of the correction procedures in the industrial property offices.

3. The letter of the PDG is reproduced in the Annex to this document.  WIPO 
Standard ST.50 is available at http://www.wipo.int/scit:  WIPO Standards and Other 
Documentation/List of WIPO Standards.
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Proposal

4. In regard to the proposal concerning the survey referred to in paragraph 2, above, the IB 
proposes the establishment of a task in order to prepare a questionnaire on the implementation 
of WIPO Standard ST.50 by industrial property offices and to carry out the survey proposed 
by the PDG in its letter.

5. The Standards and Documentation 
Working Group is invited:

(a) to note the letter of the PDG reproduced 
in the Annex to this document;  and,

(b) if found appropriate, to consider and 
approve the proposal contained in 
paragraph 4, above.

[Annex follows]
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