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1.
The Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) of the Standing Committee on Information Technologies (SCIT), at its ninth session, held in February 2008, agreed that the ST.10/C Task Force should review WIPO Standard ST.10/C, particularly paragraphs 5 to 7, for any revision needed in light of the revised WIPO Standard ST.13 that had been adopted at that session.  (See document SCIT/SDWG//9/12, paragraph 21.)

2.
In accordance with the above-mentioned decisions by the SDWG, the ST.10/C Task Force continued its discussions to reach agreement on a proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C.  In order to inform the SDWG on the progress made and remaining work to be completed with regard to Task No. 30, the Task Force, led by the Japan Patent Office, prepared a report, and submitted it for consideration by the SDWG.

3.
The said report is reproduced as the Annex to this document with an Appendix.  An oral report on the status of Task No. 30, including any additional agreements that may be reached with regard to the proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C after the preparation of the written report, will also be presented at the tenth session of the SDWG.

4.
The Appendix to the Annex referred to in the previous paragraph contains a draft document concerning the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, which is attached only for information purposes, but not for adoption by the SDWG, as it is still under discussion by the ST.10/C Task Force.
5.
In the framework of the discussions on the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C, some new topics have been raised by the ST.10/C Task Force, but they still require further discussion by both the SDWG and the ST.10/C Task Force (see paragraphs 10 to 12 of the Annex).  The ST.10/C Task Force requests the SDWG to comment and provide guidance on the following issues (see paragraphs 13 and 15 of the Annex):


(a)
Revision of current contents of WIPO Standard ST.10/C:


The revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C with regard to the recommendations regarding patents, i.e., in line with the current contents of the Standard (see current draft document in Appendix to the Annex);


(b)
Trademarks:


 (i)
as to whether recommendations regarding trademarks should be added to the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C;

(ii)
if trademarks are included within the scope of the Standard, whether or not recommendations regarding trademarks should be discussed after finalizing item (a);
(c) Industrial designs:

 (i)
as to whether recommendations regarding industrial designs should be added to the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C;

(ii)
if industrial designs are included within the scope of the Standard, whether or not recommendations regarding industrial designs should be discussed after finalizing item (a);

(d)
Uniform Resource Identifier (URI):



 (i)
as to whether recommendations regarding URI should be added to the revised version of WIPO Standard ST.10/C;


(ii)
if reference to URI is included in the Standard, whether or not recommendations regarding URI should be discussed after finalizing item (a);  and 

(e)
Survey:



paragraph 5(f) of WIPO Standard ST.13 provides some basic rules for the control number or check digit that forms an optional part of the application number;  the ST.10/C Task Force considers that a survey on practices by industrial property offices with regard to the use of the check digit in application numbers should be carried out after finalizing item (a).

6. The actions and schedule for completing the revision of WIPO Standard ST.10/C will depend on the guidance provided by the SDWG to the ST.10/C Task Force with regard to the issues listed in the previous paragraph (see paragraph 16 of the Annex).

7.
The SDWG is invited to:

(a)  note the report of the ST.10/C Task Force and the oral report referred to in paragraph 3, above;

(b)
consider and provide guidance on the issues listed in paragraph 5, above, including the draft proposal reproduced in the Appendix of the Annex.
[Annex follows] 




