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SUMMARY 

Th i s document contains information on the collec t ions of 
the patent documen ts of Australia, Austria and Canada, which 
were sorted out by the Patent Offices of those countries for 
i nclusion in the PCT minimum documentati on under Rule 34 .l (c) 
(vi) . 
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INTRODUCTION 

l. At its fourth session, held in Geneva in November 1974, the PCT Interim 
Committee for Technical Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as "the Interim 
Committee") requested the International Bureau to undertake a survey in order t o 
compile particulars on the sorted collections of the patent documents of Australia , 
Austria and Canada for purposes of the inclusion of such documents in the PCT 
minimum documentation under PCT Rule 34 .l (c) (vi) (see paragraph 37 of t he Report 
of the fourth session , document PCT/TCO/IV/18). 

Carrying out of Survey 

2 . In keeping with t hat request, the International Bureau addressed a question-
naire (see Circular letter C. 2135 included as Annex B of this document) to the 
Patent Offices of the said countries. That questionnaire enqui red as to : the 
date from which the patent documents have been sorted, the total number of patent 
documents included in the sorted collection , the average annual i ncrease of the 
collection, and whether or not the patent documents are classified according to 
the IPC (International Patent Classification) and, if so, from which date . 

3. The official replies of t he Australian, Austri an and Canadian Paten t Offices 
to that questionnaire are included in t his document as Annexes C, D, and E, 
respectively. 

4 . A table containing a summary of these replies has been compiled . Tha t table 
is included as Annex A of this document . 

5. It is to be particularly noted that, in respect of the question pertaining to 
classification according to the IPC, two Offices (Australian and Austrian) replied 
that the patent documents carry IPC symbols down to t he sub- group l evel (i . e ., 
comp l e te symbols) . The third Office (Canadian) replied that, although its patent 
documents were not classified according to the IPC , it could consider affixing 
IPC Classification to such documents utilizing a concordance between the Canadian 
Classification System and the IPC. 

Action by the Interim Committee 

6 . In the light of the information obtained from the surve y , the Interim Committee 
would now seem to be in a position to continue its cons ideration of t h e question of 
the inclusion of the sorted collections of the patent documents of the said three 
countries in the inventory of PCT minimum documentation . 

. "'' 

7. The Interim Committee is invited to take 
whatever further action in r espect of the in ­
clusion of these pate nt documents into the PCT 
minimum documentation it deems appr opria te . 

[Annex A follows] 
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SUMMARY OF THE REPLIES SUBMITTED BY THE 
PATENT OFFICES OF AUSTRALIA , AUSTRIA, AND CANADA 

From which date on­
wards have the 
patent documents 
been sorted? 

October 22 , 1970 
(for accepted speci­
fications) 

Jul y 2, 1970 
(for lapsed speci­
fications) 

July 26 , 1971 

August 4, 1970 

I 
J 

What is the total 
number of patent 
documents included 
in the sorted 
collection? 

10,000 

7,500 

4,640 

I 
i 
I 

What is the average 
annual increase of 
the collection on 
the basis of recent 
statistical data? 

3,000 /year 

2,100/year 

850/year 

Do the sorted patent 
documents contain symbols 
indicating their classi­
fication according to the 
IPC and, i f so, from 
which date? 

Yes, from January 23, 1975 
(for accepted specifications) 
and from January 1, 1976 
(for lapsed specifications) 

Yes, from July 26 , 1971 

I 
I 
I 

Not classified according to 
I IPC, but such classification . 
I possible due to existence of ! 
I 

' concordance between Canadian 
; Classification and IPC. 
~ 

[Annex B fo llows] 
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• 
\VORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA PROPRIETE INTELLF:CTUF:LLE 

C.2135 
PCT 21 

Sir, 

Februa ry ~8, 1975 

I have the honor t o call to your attention a decision 
taken by the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Interim Committee 
for Technical Cooperation at its fourth sessi on held in Geneva 
from November 14 to 19, 197 4. 

That decision (see paragraph 37 of the Report of the 
fourth sess i on, document PCT/TCO/ IV/ 18 ) provided for the 
International Bureau to compile certain informatio n on the 
collections of the Australian, Austrian a n d Canadian non­
priority patent documents which have been sorted out by the 
originating Office , in order to be included i n the PCT minimum 
documentation under PCT Rule 34 .l( c) (vi) . 

In order to assist the International Bureau i n carrying 
out that decision, you are he reby kindly r equested to communicate 
to the International Bureau, at your earliest convenience , the 
r esponses to the following que stions concerning the said collecti on 
of your country 's patent documents : 

(l) From which date onwards have t h e patent document s 
been sorted? 

(2) What is the total number o f patent documents 
included in the s orted collection? 

(3) What is the average annual increase of t he 
collection on the basis of recent statistical 
data? 

(4) Do the sorted patent documents contain symbols 
indicating their classification according to the 
IPC and, if so , from which date? 

Sincerely y ours, 

K. Pfanner 
Deputy Director General 

32, chemin de• Calambctte• - 121 t GENtVE 20 (SU!SSE) - C{J (022) 34 63 oo - !!!! 2 23 76 - Telegr.: OMP! 

[Annex C follows] 
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PATENT, TR,~.DEMARKS AND DESIGNS OFFICES 
SC/>.RSORO UGH HOUSE, PHILLIP 

P.O. BOX 200. WODEN, A.C.T. 250G 
Tclephor.t:: 832211 Telegram~: COMPATS Telex: AA62484 

ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO THE COMMISSION ER OF PATENTS 

:;~ REPLY PLEASE QUOTE: 

'l'he Deputy DLcsctor \lcner,:-!.1 , 
·,·:orld Int ellcctp.:-·.1 : ro~·c::.·ty Or~anisntion 

32 , Chci:Jin des Colu::Jbette .s ,, 
1211 .. . :i ~.).'i~ 20 

P . C.T . Interi~ Co~~ittce for Technical Co-o~erntion 

Your rcf: C. 2135/PCT 21 - l etter dntcd 23 Februa~J 1975 . 

The follor;in:; informat i on is furnished i n r esponse t o the l~.st 

par asr aph of your l etter dated 28 February . 

(1) The docw~ents cor.pri .se both accepted s~ecifications and l~psed 
apccifico.tions ; the covcrn~c cocmencc~with opecific2tions accent ed on 22 
October 1970, o.nd S!)ec i fico.tions notified 2s l ar.ccd i n our Offici ::-.1 Journr:l 
of Patents of 2 July 1970. In ter~s of an:nlic<:!.tion numbers these would 
cover a r <:J1Ge of years extending back to 1965 <md earlier. 

(2) The tota l number despatched to dat e is just under 10 , 0CO. 

(3) The averace increc::se :iJi of the order of 3 , 0CO , this beinc t he l evel 
of non- Convention coopletc specifications lodged each year. It is a loo8e 
average as the follm·;in::; f i s ures shovr : 

Year 

1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 

Non- Convention com~letes 

2664 
2746 
3946 
3003 
2691 

Honeve·r , for some few year s t o corr~ , for so lon~ as the Pntent 
Offic e is reduc~.ne; arrc;:,rs , thi s f igure may be as much 2.s 5(},'~ above the 
stated averasc . 

(4) All S!lec ificdions c ;>..rry I.P .C. marki r.cs dm•:n to Sub- Cl ass l c'1el ; 
the sub cl2.sscs a.re those .:tp:f.~end eci. to the oricine.l :..:ur opel:'\n Convent io;n , 
althou~h a pro~ressivc ch2.nse to the sub- clnsse.s of ttc first edition of t~c 
I.P . C. \·:ill be detect<:~bl< ·. 

t.cccnted .'::i?c-_cific;:,Qt~ions r:hich ''rere acce:!:'lted on or e.ftcr 23 J·.:::mo.J'"\• 
1975 ~md l apsc Gi applic:~<'.:1ons printed in 1976 '. zill c~orry full r:1.::trkinz;::; L!o.-. ;1 ·~o 
.sub- ;:roun level , dr . .,·.m froo Int . Cl . 14 L2<tcr the docuncnts v:ill bc2.!' Ir.t . 
Cl. 2 mnrl-;:inc~ and r;ill be so idenLified . 

.... ---1~~ c.:~~..cr-'---"'-'-----/ 
(!-~ . C:: ll: . :1~~n ) ' 

[Annex D fo llowsl Aj,\::;::; istant Cot::c1is .sioncr .. U;; . in:::;tr~: t .ic ! i 
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Dr. Klaus PF.r'J-T.L·Ii::li. 
Deputy Di re ctor General 
WI PO 
Geneva 

18. Marz 1975 
Wlen , am . 
I., Koblmorkt 8-10 
PostBnsdldlt : Post lam 05, A-101·, Wten 

Ref: PCT Rule 34.1 ( c ) )vi) -
Document rCT/I'CO/IV/18 par 37 
Circ. 21 35 PCT 21 

Dear Dr. Pfonner, 

Irrreply to your letter of February 28 1 1975 
I have the honor to communicate the follo~~ng infor­
mation: 
Ques tion No 1 

The Austrian Patent Office has been saving ten 
sets of non-priority claiming Austrian Patent documents 
un from July 26, 1971 (=patent No 291.501). 

Question Ho 2 
The total number of patent documents included in 

the sorted collection amounts to 7500 documents 

(January 1, 1975). 

Question No 3 
The average annual increase of the collection is 

about 2100 documents. 

:~uestion ::ro 4 

IPC symbols up to sub- g:~ oup level (complete symbols) 
are ~rinted on each document (according to ICIREPAT Stan­
dard 9 and 10) . 

I want to confirm. that the Austrian Patent Offic·.~ 

is ready to f'.lrnish upon request sets of Austrian patent 
d ocuments 'to 'ue included in the FC'r minimum documentation 
under Rule 34e~ .1-- (c) (vi) to the prospective i nternational 
Searchi~g- ai:d PreliJ.::J.:~na.r·y Examinine; Authoriti es. 

Sincerely Yours 

[Annex E follows] 

( D~' .Schmc il)e r) 



Cunsurncr and 
Corporate AI fa ~r s 

May 1 3' 1975 

Or Klnus Pfanner 

CcnsomrT'ilt 1on et 
Corporations 

Deputy Director General 
WIPO 
32 chemin des Colombcttes 
1211 Geneve 20 SUISSE 

/ [/ . 
Dear Llr Pfanne'r/ ( ~/ , •.. J 

L· . ; /c ,:. . i 
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I refer to Circu l ar 2135 concerning the PCT m1n1mum documen t ation under 
PCT Rul e 34 . 1 (c) VI i n re l ation to Canadian nonp riority documents. 

-
Titc fol l owing are rep l ies to th e four questions contained i n the fore -
mentioned circular : 

(1) Beg inn ing with pat ent 848, 159, our documents 
have been sorted since August 4, 1970. 

(2) TI1e sorted collection contains 4,640 documents. 

(3) The annua l average increase nf the collection 
i s 4% of all Canadi an Patents granted for a 
t otal of 850 patents . 

(4) Our pat ent documents do not indicate the class ­
ification according t o the I PC but since a 
concordance exists bet1veen the Canadian Class ­
ification System and the IPC , the possibility of 
affixing the IPC classification to our sorted 
documents cou ld possibly be contempl at ed . 

I hope that the information given wi ll be of some assistance in your 
compi ling cf information on the col l ect i on of Canadian nonpriority pat ent 
documents. 

Sincerely 

q'.F''•N/ 
J acquc;s c~J!~i l 
Direcior 1 

Rese'Jrch and In ternational Affairs 

Place du Por tage 
Hull Quebec 
KJA OEl 

[End of 1\n n ex] 

[End of Document] 
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