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WIPO

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
UNITED INTERNATIONAL BUREAUX FOR THE PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
GENEVA

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

INTERIM COMMITTEE FOR TECHNICAL COOPERATION
STANDING SUBCOMMITTEE

Third Session, Geneva, October 2 to 5, 1972

REPORT ON THE CITATION OF NON-PATENT LITERATURE

prepared by the International Bureau

© 1. The Standing Subcommittee of the PCT Interim Committee for Technical
Cooperation in its meeting of December 1971, invited the International Bureau
to "collect or establish statistics, based on sample batches of limited numbers
of searched or examined patent documents pertaining to different fields of
technology (distinguishing "old" and "recent" fields), concerning the number
of citations in respect of each of them of non-patent literature items and
their proportion to the number of citations of published patent documents"
(see paragraph 25 of document PCT/TCO/SS/I/17).

2. To aid the International Bureau in the collection of such statistics,

the United States Patent Office submitted a report, a copy of which is annexed,
of a study of references cited during the prosecution of applications in that
Office.

3. To date no other Office has offered further information on such subject.
In order to be able to prepare a useful study in this matter, the Inter-
national Bureau would appreciate receiving from any of the other prospective
PCT Authorities information on any recently undertaken studies on citation
statistics and in particular, citation statistics from different technological
fields. Any general comments on the comparability of their citation statistics
with the findings of the annexed study would also be welcomed.

4. The International Bureau will first attempt to collect all readily avail-
able statistics. Should the collection effort produce sufficient material to
establish a study which meets the needs of the Committee, no further queries
may be necessary. However, if the initial collection effort is unproductive
and the Committee feels that such a study should be further pursued, the
International Bureau will attempt to collect these statistics for establishing
the study either through questionnaires or through contact with the sources of
such information as are available to the staff of the International Bureau.

5. The Committee is invited to advise
the International Bureau on the direction
such a study should take.

/BAnnex follows/
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent Office

Address Only: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS
Washington, D.C. 20231

March 14, 1972

Mr. Claus Pfanner
Senior Counsellor
Head of the Industrial
Property Division
World Intellectual Property Organization
32, Chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Dear Mr. Pfanner:

At the last meeting of PCT/TCO/SS I indicated that we were
finishing up an analysis of the results of a study on ref-
erences cited in the prosecution of applications in our
Office. I promised to forward the results.

The sample consisted of 23005 applications which received a
first action during a period of slightly more than three
months in 1971. All first actions recorded during this
period were reviewed. If no references were cited or if

the classification of the application could not be reason-
ably assigned from the references cited the application

was not further considered.

Information was gathered and analyzed on all the references
cited in these first actions. The attached sheets show the
types of analyses made.

Attachments A, B and C show, graphically, the distribution
by date of publication of U. S. patents, other patents and
non-patent literature respectively. Attachment D shows,
graphically, the percentage distribution of non-U. S. patents
by issuing country. It should be noted that, under our law,
for certain purposes the effective date of a U. S. patent

is the date of filing. This may explain in part the high
peak for U. S. patents in 1969 and 1970 compared with earlier
peaks for non-U. S. patents and non-patent literature.

Attachments E, F, G, and H show, numerically, the number of
U. S. patents by date of publication, the number of non-U. S.
patents by issuing country and date of publication and the
number of non-patent literature articles by date of publica-
tion, at the Office level, art level, Group level and Art
Unit level respectively. Attachments F, G and H are repre-
sentative. Data for the Electrical and Mechanical Arts,
similar to attachment F, is available. Also data for each
of the 15 Groups, and each of the 98 Art Units, similar to
attachments G and H respectively, is available.
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Data of the type shown in attachments E and F expressed
in percentage form is shown on attachments I and J.

Attachment J, again, is representative of the three major
art areas.

The distribution by Class (U.S. Patent Classification) of

all cited U. S. patents is shown on attachment K. This also
shows the number and percentage of cited U. S. patents pub-
lished prior to 1920. It can be seen that for some classes
the pre-1920 patents are relatively heavily cited. Attachment
K is merely representative; data for the other 258 classes

is also available.

Attachments L and M show comparisons of the latest study with

a similar study conducted in 1970 and a related one conducted
in 1963. The 1963 study can not be directly compared to the
other two since it was based on data taken from issued patents
and therefore does not reflect the citation pattern on applica-
tions abandoned after first action. Further for the patents
studied it includes all citations subsequent to the first
actions.

Sincerely,

Deputy Assistant Commissioner
for Search Systems Development:

enclosure
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Ci7ATION OF FoeelgN PITENTS

CounTRY R e T )| e e rastre ke 1Ay
GB 20%6 43.6 2845 42.0 3322 39.¢ . || 4s
FR - lo24d 20.5 /370 14.0° 1658 19.3 /9.8
bT 773 1S, 4 £59 /2.3 {200 14.0 3.9
Au 230 tt.6 219 3.2 186 3.3 3.7
cH /196 3.7 295 y.1 353 4.l 4.0
IT 166 3.3 207 2.6 jog 36 3.2
CA /S73 3./ §31 7.2 sl 6.5 sg
He —* ~ /64 2.3 [90 2.2 2.2
AL 32 0.6 — * —~ ¥ 150 [.7 .1
BE_~ Qo 1.8 75 1.2 142 1.6 L5
JA - ¥ — ¥ g0 1.3 132 1.5 4
su ~ * - 26 1.4f 100 1.2 3
DE T 1.4 —* — * 93 11 2
s - ¥ - % 5 0.2 22 0.2 0.2
OTHER 74 [ 6 231 3,7 12 0.9 |I>X

SAMPLE $1Z€ ‘5074_ 99.6 6.9919 10l.0 2.5919 100.0

# INCLUDED 1nv OFHER — NOT CONSIDERE] FOR FINAL COLUMN
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