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Introduction 

1 , At its third session , held in Tokyo in October 1973, the PCT Interim Committee 
for Technical Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as "the Interim Committee) en­
·couraged the International Bureau to continue its study regarding the possible in­
clusion in the PCT minimum documentation of patent documents in English, French 
o r German which do not now form part of the PCT minimum documentation (PCT Rule 
34.1 (c) (vi)). 

2. A number of Patent Offices issuing such English , French or German language pat­
ent documents have positively responded to earlier enquiries as to whether or not 
they are interested in having their patent documents included in the PCT minimum 
documentation. Several of these have started to accumul ate sets of non- priority 
claiming patent document·s , hereinafter referred to as "sorted sets," which could be 
distriputed to the prospective International Searching and Preliminary Examining 
Authorities (hereinafter referred to as "the prospective PCT Authori ties " ) for 
inclusion i n their search files . 

3 . In response to an enquiry on the part of the Australian Patent Office as to 
the disposition of the ten sorted sets of Australian patent documents that that Office 
has been accumulating since 1972, the International Bureau in turn queried t he ten 
prospective PCT Authorities on this matter. (Circular letter No . 1 863 J see Annex A 
of this document) • 

4. The survey, in addition to enquiring in particular as to the disposition of 
the Australian_patent documents , also asked a number of general questions regarding 
Rule 34 . l(c) (vi) documentation . Whereas heretofore t he enquiries regarding this 
documentation had been directed to the -prospective suppliers of this documentation, 
this was the first survey of the prospective recipients of t his documentation . 

5. As can be noted from the Circular letter No . 1863 in Annex A, several of the 
questions asked (see questions Nos. 1 and 3) concerned t he patent documents of the 
sixteen Offices which have English, French or German patent documents but which do 
not now form part of the PCT minimum documentation. One question (see question No . 2) 
was directed to the Australian patent documents in particular. 
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6. All ten Offices which are considered prospective PCT Authorities , responded . 
A table summarizing the substance of t he responses. 'Uf nine prospective PCT Authorities 
(the Netherlands Patent Office having ind~cated only that it did not consider it-
self a prospective International Searching Authority) is found in Annex B with the 
responses themselves set out in Annexes C through L to this document. It should 
be noted that eight of . the nine responding Offices presently receive the patent 
documents of Belg.ium ; seven receive those of Australia , Austria and the German 
Democratic Republic ; six those of canada1 four those of India and Ireland; two 
those of South Africa; and individual Offices only receive those of New Zealand , 
Luxembourg, Monaco , Philippines , Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and OAMPI . 

7. Six Offices expressed their interest in receiving the sorted sets of the 
Australian patent documents, the other three Offices already receive complete sets 
and eight Offices are interested in receiving sorted sets of other Offices. 

Request by the Austrian Patent Office 

8 . In the letter of response of the Austrian Patent Office, it was indicated that 
ten sorted sets of Austrian patent documents were bei ng saved by that Office and 
that the prospective PCT Authorities should soon indicate their plans wit h respect tc 
these documents, since the Austrian Patent Office had serious storage problems with 
the said sets of documents (see Annex C). Consequently, the prospective PCT Authorities 
are asked to express their views on the offer of the Austrian Patent Office. 

Proposed Further Action 

9. In view of the interest of a number of the prospective PCT Authorities in the 
patent documents of several Offices which have not as yet responded to earlier en­
quiries , it is proposed that the International Bureau s hould make further enquiries 
with a view to obtaining a definitive answer from these Offices as to t heir desire 
to have their patent documents introduced into the PCT minimum documentation. 

10 . Furthermore , the PCT Minimum Documentation Study which has already been con­
ducted (documents PCT/TCO/SS/I/2 and PCT/TCO/SS/III /4) s hould be extended to en­
compass the Rule 34.l(c) (vi) patent documents which are definitel y going to be con­
sidered to be part of the PCT minimum documentation . This would entai l adding , to 
the already established inventory of the patent documents which are part of the PCT 
minimum documentation, a listing of the documents involved or a broad i nd ication of 
the range of numbers or dates together with an approximation of the number of docu­
ments involved. 

11. The Interim Committee· is· invited 
to take note· ·of· the· pro-gre·ss achieved 
to date and to comment on t he continua­
tion of the project in general and in 
particular on: 

(a) the disposition of the Austrian sorted 
sets 1 see paragraph 8 above) ; 

(b) the making of further enquiries to 
Offices not having responded so far 
(see paragraph 9 above); and 

(c) the introduction of the particulars of 
the Rule 34 . l(c) (vi) documentation 
which will be part of the PCT minimum 
documentation into the a lready e s tab­
lished inventory of such documentation 
(see paragraph 10). 

LAnnexes A to L follo~/ 
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0 
WORLD INTELLECTUAL 

PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

United lnlc:m•Uonol Bmc:oux 
for the Protection or lntelleetuml 

Property (BIRPI) 

February 25, 1974. 

Re : PCT Minimum Documentation 

According to the program suggested by the PCT Interim 
Committee for Technical Cooperation (First Session, 
February 1971) , "the I n ternational Bureau, under the guid­
ance of the Interim Committee and with the assistance of 
the Standing Subcommittee of that Committee, should : 

(i) prepare a detailed inventory of the patent 
documents to be included in the PCT minimum 
documentation (the inventory should comprise 
those English, French and German l anguage 
documents which, under Rule 34.l(c) (vi) of 
the PCT Regulations, may be expected to be 
included in the minimum documentation ; ... ) " 
(document PCT/TCO/I/6, paragraph 25). 

I t is recalled that Ru l e 3 4 . l(c) (vi) of the PCT Regu­
lations provides for the inclusion in the "minimum docu­
mentation " of the International Searching Authorities of 
"such patents issued by , and such patent applications pub­
lished in, any other country /other than France, Germany 
(Federal Republic of) , Japan, - the Soviet Union , Switzerland , 
the United Kingdom a nd the United States of America/ after 
1920 as are in the English , French, or German language and 
in which no priority is claimed, provided that the national 
Office of the interested country sorts out these documents 
and places them at the disposal of each International 
Searching Authority ." 

. I . 
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2. 

A series of circular letters were sent to some 16 
industrial property Offices which publish English, 
French and German language patent documents of the kind 
referred to in Rule 34 . l(c) (vi), inquiring whether they 
would wish to have their documents included as part of 
the PCT minimum documentation and if so whether they 
would be willing to store for the future use of the 
International Searching Authorities ten sets of these 
documents as they are published . 

In response, a number of industrial property Offices 
indicated a wish to have their documents included in the 
PCT minimum documentation and agreed to store the sugges­
ted ten sets of documents. One of these industrial prop­
erty Offices which has been saving the ten sets for the 
past several years , the Australian Patent Office, recent­
ly asked the International Bureau whether the communica­
tion of these documents to the interested Authorities 
could now begin, as the storing of the ten sets is pre­
senting a space problem . 

The International Bureau , in attempting to alleviate 
this problem of storage for this .Office, stated that the 
members of the Standing Subcommittee of the PCT Interim 
Committee for Technical Cooperation would be queried as 
to the disposition of these documents . 

In this context, a more general study of the prob­
lems of inclusion of the said documents in the search 
files of the prospective International Searching Author­
ities would appear to be necessary . One of the questions 
to be considered would be whether some of the industrial 
property Offi ces which are the prospective International 
Searching Authorities introduce already now into their 
search files (or have otherwise available for search 
purposes) all or at least the non- priority claiming doc­
uments of industrial property Offices whose documents 
fall under Rule 3 4 . l (c) (vi) . Should such be the case, 
some industrial property Offices presently saving the 
ten sets as well as Offices contemplating such a move 
may not have to store a set for such Authorities and 
may consequently reduce the number of sets which they 
have to save . 
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In order to attempt to resolve the immediate storage 
probl em of one Office and to as.semble the information 
necessary for a more detailed study of the general prob­
lem of the future d i sposition of the documents under 
considerat ion , your Office as a prospective International 
Searching Authority is requested to answer the following 
three questions : 

1 . Do you presently receive on a regular basis 
the patent documents of Australia , Austria , 
Belgium, Can ada, German Democratic Republic, 
India , Ireland , Israel , Luxembourg, Monaco, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri 
Lanka (Ceylon), South Africa and OAMPI, and 
if so , to what extent are such documents 
introduced into your search files? 

2. Are you interested in receiving regu l arly 
a set of Australian patent documents as 
sorted out by the Australian Patent Office 
in accordance with PCT Rule 34 . l(c) (vi)? 
If yes , should delivery start immediately 
or at a later date? 

3 . Are you interested in receiving regularly 
sets of patent documents of Offices other 
than the Australian Patent Office which 
are also being sorted out in accordance 
with PCT Rule 34.l(c) (vi)? If so, but not 
for all such Offices, please specify for 
which . 

The International Bureau would appreciate rece~v~ng 
your answers to the above three questions by May 1 , 1974, 
in order to be able to inform the Australian Pate nt 
Office accordingly and to facilitate the preparation of 
a document on the matter for the consideration of the 
October 1974 session of the PCT Interim Committee for 
Technical Cooperation . 

S i ncerely yours, 

~ K. Pfanner 
Direc tor 

I ndustrial Property Division 
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Prospective Interna-
tional Searching or 

Preliminary Examining 
Authority responding 

Austria (Annex C) 

Brazil (Annex D) 

Ge rmany (F . R.) 
(An nex E) 

Japan (Annex F) 

Netherlands 
(Annex G) 

Soviet Un ion 
(Annex H) 

Swede n (Annex I) 

United Ki ngdom 
(Annex J) 

United States of 
America (Annex K) 

Inte rnati onal Paten t 
Institute (IIB) 
(Annex L) 

-
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SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO CIRCULAR LETTER NO . 1 863 

REGARDING PCT RULE 34.l(c) (vi) DOCUMENTATION 

The patent documents of Australia (AU) , Austria 
(OE) , Belgium (BE) , Canada (CA) , German Democratic 
Republic (DL), India (IN), Ireland (EI) , Israel 
(IL), Luxembourg (LU) , Monaco (MC) , New Zealand 
(NZ) , Pakistan (PK), Philippines (RP), Sri Lanka Interested i n receivinJ 
(Ceylon) (CL), South Afrika (ZA), OAMPI (AM) are sorted s e ts of the 

present l y receive d on introduced into patent documents of 
a r egul ar basis search files Australia 

AU , OE , BE, CA , DL OE, DL yes 

- - yes 

AU , OE, BE, CA, DL , IN OE , BE , DL already receives 
complete set 

AU, OE, BE, CA, DL, IN, NZ, - yes 
RP, CL , ZA, AM 

Interested in receivi ng 
sorted sets of the 
patent documents of 

other Offices 

yes 

AU , BE, CA, DL, IL, RP, 
ZA , AM 

EI , I L, LU, MC, NZ, PK, 
RP , CL , ZA , AM 

yes 

(DOES NOT CONSIDER I TSELF A PROSPECTI VE INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY ) 

AU , OE, BE , DL , I N, EI - already rece ives · yes 
complete set 

< 

AU , OE , BE, CA , DL , EI - yes yes , if part of PCT 
minimum documentation 

AU, OE , BE, CA , DL , IN, EI, - yes yes I 

PK 

AU , OE , BE , CA, DL, IN, EI, AU, OE, BE, CA, DL already receives IN, EI, IL, LU, MC, NZ, 
ZA (chem) complete set PK, RP, CL, ZA , · AM 

BE, LU, MC BE , LU , MC yes no t presently considering 
modifying country coverage 
of search documentation 

need arise 
but will reconsider should I 
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GR 155/74 POI II DichrUI: PosH•dl VI, A-10'14 Wl•n 

M. 
Dr .Klaus P f a n n .e t · 
Directeur 
WIPO 
G e n e v a 

Ref.: Circular No . 1863-PCT 21 

Dear Dr. Pfanner, 

With respect to Circ . No . 1863 of February 25, 1974 
I have the honour to communicate the following information: 

Question No.1 : 

The documents of Austria and German Democratic Republic 
are introduced into the search files of the Austrian 
Patent Office . 
The following documents ·are stored in numerical order: 
Australia, Belgium, Canada . 

Question No . 2: 

The Austrian Patent Office would be ready and interested 
to receive Australian Patent documents arranged in 
accor dance to Rule 34.1 (c) (vi) PCT immediately . 

Question No . 3 : 
Austria is interested in receiving PCT-minimum documents 
on a regular basis from Offices intending to arra.nge 
their documents according to Rule 31+.1 (c) (vi) PCT 
without any preference. 

\>Tith respect t o Austrian patent do~uments I should 
like to take the opportunity to inform you that the Austrian 
Patent Office i s also ready to communicate documents sorted 
out in accordance with' Rule 34 . 1 (c) (vi) PCT to interested 
Aut horities . The Aus tri an Patent Off i c e has been s avi ng ten 
sets of documents up from July 26 , 1971 (No . 314. 950) and 

- 2 -

intends to furnish all non-priority claiming documents. 
As there exist the same storage problemsin the Austrian 
Patent Office we are very much interested in .the initiative 
taken by WIPO. As document PCT/TCO/III/3 is concerned I 
should like to ask you to include the information about 
Austrian patent documents in the revised version of the 
document of the I nterim Committee for Technical Cooperation . 

Sincerely yours, 
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INSTIT UTO NACJONAL DA PROPRIEDADE INDU~THIAL 
SAS Q . 2 - lote 3/ A 
70 000 Brasilia, 
Brasil . 

I3rasUia, March 21, 1974 . 

IN T /4015 

Mr. I<. Pfanner, Director 
Industrial Property Divisi on, 
World Intellec t ual P rope r ty Organizatio n, 
32, chemin des Col ombettes , · 
1211 GENEVA 20 
Switzerl and. 

Dear Sir, 

Re: Circular No. 1863 - PCT 21 
PCT Minimum Documentation 

T hank you for your above mentioned Circular of February 
25, 1974, to which my answers are as follows: 

Question 

1 
2 
3 

Answer 

No 
Yes, immediately 
Yes, of the following countries: 

- Aust r i a 
- Belgium 
- Canada 
- German Democratic Republic 
- Israel (only if in English or French 
- Philippines 
- South Africa. a ·n rl 
- OAMPI 
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DER PRASIDENT 
DES DEUTSCHEN PATENTAMTf. 

Dr. Arpad Bogsch 
Director General 
World Intellectual 
Property Organisation 
32, chemin des Colombettes 
CH 121 1 Genf 20 
- Schweiz -

_j 

... ... --- ··--- -- ... . 

8000 MONCh:: ·l 2, den ... _ Apr:iJ.~J2] 1 __ .. __ 
Zwoibr Uc.kcnstraP..c 12 

F-ernruf {08 11) 2 19 51 

fem rufdurchwnh l 108 11 ) 2 1 95 
Fernschreiber S 23 ~J•I 

Hnusruf ·---· --

u eschahs-Nr. : ______ _ __ _ .. ____ _ 
fll tte in du An twort die vo rst ehende GesehlfUnummer illnyo: ben . 

9330/10 - H 5 Bd III 1/74 
9330/10(1 1 ) - 3.1.3. Bd XIII 8 

Re. : POT Hinimum Documentation under Rul e 34 . 1(c)(vi) 

Ref . : Circular No.1863 - POT 21 of February 25 , 1974 

Dear Dr . Bogsch, 

The questions raised i n the Circular concerning the POT minimum 
aocumentati on under Rule 34.1 (c)(vi), I answer as follows: 

Re , 1 : The German Patent Office at present regularl y receives 
the patent document s of the fo l lowing countries enumer a­
ted i n your questionnaire: Australi a , Belgium, German 
Democratic Republi c , India, Canada and Austria. The pa­
tent specifications of Belgium , German Democratic Repub­
l ic and Austria are al so fi l ed according to classifica­
tion in the search file . 

Re.2 : Since the German Patent Offi ce already regul a rly receives 
two sets of Au str alian patent documents within t h e in­
ternational exchange of literature, the set of documents 
stored by the Australian Patent Office is no longe~ nee­
ded acc ording to POT. Rule 34.1(c)(vi) , 

V 1000 

However , I am very much interested in a l ist with the 
numbers of these docwnents. 

- 2-

~: 
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- 2 -

The German Patent Office is interested in the patent 
documents of I reland, Isr ael, Luxembourg , Monaco , 

New Zealand , Pakistan , Philippines, Sr i Lanka (Ceylon) 
South Africa and OAMPI as sorted out in accordance 
wi t h POT Rule 34. 1 (c)(vi ), 

Sincer ely yours , 

~c 
Dipl.-Ing, K.H.Kohne 

Vice.:...President ~ z 
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PATENT OFFICE 
JAPANESE GOVERNMENT 

4-3, Kasumigaseki J-chome 
Chiyoda- ku. Tok)·o, japan 

Dr. A. 9ogsch 
Director General 
World Intellectual Property Organization 
)2, che~in des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Dear Sir: 

TOKU SO 532/49 
llay 9, 1974 

Plco se find enclosed the answers of the Japanese P<:tent Office conceming 
PCT Hini.:Jum Documentation in reply to your Circulnr No . 186) - PCT 21, dated 
Feb . 25, 1974. . 

Yo.!J,urs truly, 

••• .-1. 

Hi J.to 
Di General 

~ 

?CT ~:inimu." ::l::>cur.v:mtation (Circular l~o . 186) - PCT ;.>_}} 

l. 

(a) The Jap=.neze Patent Offi ce receives regularly the patent documents 

of the countries ~entioned below: 

Australia, Austria , Belgium, Canr!.da1 Gennan Democratic Republi c, 

India, i'le;; Zealand, Philippines, 3ri Lanka (Ceylon), South Africa and 

OAilPI 

Su::h docu:nents ar~ riot, aS a rule, in~luded in the D(!o.rch fi.!.c:;, but the;, .. 

are easily ava ilHbl e to the exa:niilcrs 1~hen necessary, 

(b) \·le do not receive the patent doc\Uncnts of the f ollowing countries : 

Ireland, Israel, Lll.'<embourg, Honaco and Pakistan 

2. We are willing to recei ve regularly a set of Au:trali a n ~tent documents 

as sorted out by the Australian Pa tent Office in accordance with FCT Rule 

34.1 (c) (vi), Their delivery can start at any time . 

) , We are interested t o accept'regularly sets of patent documents of 

Offices other than the Australian Patent Office \rhich a•'e s orted. out in 

accordance with. PCT Rule 34.1 (c) (vi) . 
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Voorziller van de Octrooiraad 

'rlorld Intellectual Proper t y 
Organizat ion 
mr. K. Pfanner 
Director Industrial Pr operty 
Division · 
32, chemin des Colombet tes 
1211 Geneve 2o 

Dear Mr . Pfanner, 

Re : PCT }!inim= Documentation 

Patenllaan 2 
Rijswijk (Z-H) 

s 74/ 212 
7 t h Nay 197 4 

Tefeloon (070) - 999811 

Since the Netherlands Pat ent Offic e is not a prospective 
International Search Authori ty, no answ;;-t o circular 
no. 1863 is required from that of fice and none wi l l be 
supplied. 

Yours sincerely, 

-~~-, ________ . 
J.B. van Benthem. 
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rOCY ,li.APCTBEHHbiV1 KOMVITET COB ETA MV1HV1CTPOB CCCP 
no ,ll.EnAM i-1305PETEHV1JI1 1-1 OTKPbln1V1 

State Committee for I nventi ons and Discoveries 
of the USSR. Counci l of M inisters 

Comlte d 'Etat du Consell des Ministres de I'URSS 
pour les Inventions et les decouvertes 

Staatllches Komltee des Mlnlsterrates der UdSSR 
fur Erflndungcn und Enldeckungen · 

Address: USSR 
Mo~CO\\', Cen1re 
M. Cherkassky per. 2/G 

Tel. 221-49-76 
221-62·2·1 

Telex: nlSk 7248 

r - Hy K. II<liA.Jllf!PY 

.I(HpeKTOpy OT_]TCJIA. npo;..r.r,r;;r.w, i:il!Cli.; 
coocTBenHocT!I Bce~r.m:mor onrr:Im­
stu.um I)HTGJIJI8I,T.')'"2.JIT:.iiof: COCJC'.i'BGH­
HOCTii ~Bet.· I C) 

lKeHeBa 
lll:aet;uapKq 

fJIY60I<OJBa~taeMI:li1 rocrro.wm II~mmep , 

B OTBeT Ha UI-IprcyMp BOXC J& 1863 oT 25 riJeBpaJIR 1974 ro~2. , J<a­
CaJOUii!XCH i\Q:,JIIJieiCTODaHH.fl rraTeHTHhC{ cf.oH.U.OB Me;r .. n;yHapo;:nrr,c~ rrmrc:noB!.:tx 
opra.HOB B COOTilGTC'.i'l3UH C T_9600BaiDIJTh!H 11 1.-mffi;~_.~ma ~OI\:)'11leHTH.U!!!1" COr­
JiaCHO IT!_XlKJIY 34 . 1 (c ) (Y1) coo6maer.~ , '!TO CoBeTcrmH Cons sm·mTepe­
coBaH B pa6oTe , npe,W:lpmm:Tot'; c L~CJ1:&JO o6.1rer'I!!T:& rrpoue.eypy I<Ol:!IIJieKTo­
BaJillff, 

Ilo IIl)G,Il;I10;KeHHHM B UnpKyJI.flpe norrpoca~,, coOOll\2.€l'i: : 

I. Ko:·.i:·iTeT pery-'IHPHO ITO.JPJ'iaeT rraTeHTJzy:'{) ~mcyrt.eHTaiJ.~LJO OT rraTeu·r­
HI:!X Be.no;.:cTB CJie~~tx cTp2li : 

ABcTpc;.;ull1 ( cl!'JJI.JieTeHIJ , omwamrn) , ABcTp~m ( cl>l!IJieTeH.IJ , or.::crur-:!1) , 
EeJIIJr~:H ( cli&.Jie Tsiu, , orEic8r:ur) , Kc..H.::.rt:a ( 6:~.irJic TCH:& ) , fJJ:P ( d!Cv1JJ:G ­
TeH:& , · orr:':caR;;rr) , :1ri.lf.·I:r (cl':JI.iH~TeH:t. , orr;rcmr::rr), Hp.!IE.H~>m ((5·.--...rr.iiJ -=­

Tmu, , omrcamw) , Hsp?.:l.1.q (6:r..JI'.!I6TG:!I>) , Jl:-J!\cm.":clj·pra (6n'IJ!eTeH.b) , 
MoHe.;~o ( 6:r>.JL:1S TeH:;) , Ho:o;~ · :?.-:.12.a :.c;::r ( 6Kl'I~1e Te :::=.) , II.c,~:;; cTni-:. 
(cl:.:.:vieTerr!:.) , Wp:r Jiama (o~-;m::;rGJIIJHM. rasem) , OA:.1I1!1 (6~:'-..1.!I CTer:r,). 

!Jo.JI:y'I~J.er.~n.n U.Oi:y:·.-I<:HTCJ!If.FI l tCIIOJI.o3YCTC.:1 .IJ,.'Ln. u.e.1rc :.r n:J.TeH'l'iiO.ro rro­
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'IRANSLA'l.'ION 

Dear Mr. Pfanner, 

In r eply to WTPO Circular No . 1863 dated February 25, 
1974, concerning the preparation of the patent files of 
International Searching Authorities in correspondence with 
"minimum documentation " r~quirements according to Rule 34.1 
(c) (vi), I have the honor to inform you that the Soviet Union 
i s interested in the work being undertaken t o facilitate the 
preparation of t hese files. 

As for the questions raised in the above Circular, I 
have the pleasure to inform you that : 

1. The State Committee for Inventions and Discoveries 
regularly receives patent documentation from 'the Patent 
Offices of the fol l owing countries : 

(i) Australia , Austria , Belgium, DDR, India, I reland-­
official gazettes and patent specifications; 

(ii) Canada, Israel, Luxembourg, Monaco, New Zealand, 
Pakistan , Sri- Lanka, OAMPI- -official gazettes . 

The documentation received is used for patent search 
and examination . 

It is important to note tha t such sources as official 
gazettes do not give sufficient disclosure of the inventions 
bei ng patented, and consequently receipt of copies of speci­
fications is highly desirable . 

The patent documents of the above-mentioned couH tries 
are not yet incl uded in the search files of examiners and 
are assembled in the general All-Union Patent Library collec­
tion, which is used by examiners when necessary . 

2 . The Committee is interested in receiving copies of 
Aus t ralian paten t spe cifications for the period from 1920 
to 1956, up to No. 211776 inclusive , at any time which is 
convenient for the Australian Paten t Office . 

3. The Committee is also interested in rece~v~ng other 
countries' patent documentation g iving sufficient disclosure 
of inventions for the pur~~se of patent search . Taking into 
consideration the fact that in some countries full specifica­
tions of inventions are not published, we believe that i t is 
necessary to find out which countries these are and also for 
what period of time these countries can supply their documen-
tatio~. · 

Sincerely, 

I . ~!or ·v 
Head, External Rela tions Department 
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THE PATENT OFFICE 
25 Southampton Buildings London WC2A 1AY 

Telegrams Potoff London WC2 

Hr. }; , Pfruu1er 
Director 

Telephone 01-405 8721 ext 3113 

Your reference 

Our reference 

PCT. 21 

IPCD 40120 
Industrial Property Division 
WIPO 
32 chemin des Colombettes 

Dale 16 April 197 4 

1211 GEiiEVE 20, Svitzerland 

Dear Hr. Pfanner 

Subject: PCT Hinimum Documentation (Rule 34.1 (c){vi)) 

In response to the request in mPO Circular No . 1863 I have pleasure in informing 
you that the ans~rers of the United Kingdom Patent Office to the three questions 
posed are as follows:-

1. YES in respect of Australia, Austria, Belgium , Canada, Germall 
Democratic Republic, India, Ireland and Pakistan: 

NO in respect of Israel, Luxembourg, Honaco, Nev Zealand, Philippines , 
Sri Lanka {Ceylon), South Africa and OAHPI. 

2 . YES : delivery to start i~nediately. 

3. YES, for all. 

It vould be greatly appreciated if each consignment of the documents in question 
could be addressed as follovs :-

"The Director 
The Science Reference Library 
(FCT ouni.Qum Documentation) 
25 Southa11pton Buildings 
London ;..rc2A 1AW 

as this vould ensure correct routing of the packages within the Library. 

Yours sincerely 

(J)!d 
Y:J ··::J----

D. G. Ga:r 
Superintending Exeminer 

c . c. l·:. 'rJ. Jiill, Ecq . 
lJiract.0r 0ltL 
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KUNGL. PATENT· OCH REGISTREl _ ..;SVERKET 
BOX SOSS, STOCKHOlM S 

Tclc:fon: llSS.1f" 

Dr . 1( . Pfanner 
Di1·ector 
Indu3t rial Property Divisjon 
V/Il'O 
32 , Chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneve 20 
Suisse 

Replying to your Cir cular No. 1863 - PCT 21 , Feb . 25 , 1974 re: PCT 
Minimum Documentation the Swedish Patent Office gives the following 
ansvre rs: 

To question 1: Of the countries mentioned we receive cri a regular 
basis the patent documents cf Au:::trulia , Austria , Belgium, Canada, 
German Democratic Republic and Ireland . They are no t as a rule ··_ 
included in the search files. 

To question 2: We w5ld not mind rece i v(ng sorted ou• AusLraliWJ 
paL"OL documents and suggest that delivery would start Jan 1, 1975, 
We would much prefer tf these documents were classified in accoraance 
with the IPC down to sub-group level. 

To question 3: No unless decided upon as a requisite for a Searching 
Authority . ' · 

Sincerely yours 

_ _../""' . ..r= / ' 
i,{uf~Lev;i~ 
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Dr. Klaus Pfanner 
Director 
Industrial Property Division 
World Intellectual Property 

Organization 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Dear Dr . Pfanner: 

U.S. ;:;..;;:>ARTME NT OF cor,".1'.1EflCE 
P atent Office 

Address On/·1: Cf1MM!SSIONEn W PA fEN rs 
W~sh1ngton. O.C ?lli-~31 

This letter is in res ponse to your Circular NO. 1863 of Feb­
ruary 25, 1974, requesting answers to three questions on PCT 
minimum documentation. 

In response to your first question, we receive on a regular 
basis, either from the countries themselves or through other 
sources , the patent documents of Australia , Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, the German Democratic Republic, India and Ireland. 
We also receive patent documents. from South Africa relating 
to chemistry in general . With the exception of India a nd 
Ireland, Derwent Publications Ltd. provides , or will provide 
us with English language abstracts 9 f patent documents which 
were first published in these particular countries . Using 
these abstracts, the full text copies qf the corresponding 
patent documents are selected and placed in· our classified 
search fil es . In addition, complete sets in numerical orde r 
of all patent documents r eceived from these countries are 
maintained in our Scientific Library and are also available 
for search purposes . 

Regarding your second question , since we already receive com­
plete sets of Australia n patent documents, we see no immediate 
need to receive an additional set sorted out in accordance 
with PCT Rule 34.l(c)(vi). 

With respect to your third question, we would have no objec­
tion to receive the sorted sets of patent documents from India, 
Ireland, Israe l, Luxembour g , Monaco, New Ze aland, Pakistan, 
the Philippines, Sri Lanka , South Africa , and OAHPI , if those 
countries desire to have the ir patent documents included in 

-2-

our clo.:<ss i fied se,;rcll f iles . It should be notcr.l , however, 
that t he se sets may be of limited val ue since i -.: is quite 
probab l e t hat many of the original, non-priori ty claiming 
paten t docume nts form the bas is for later file d appl i ca ­
tions in othe r minimum documentation countries. 

I hope that this reply will facil itate your task of coor­
d ination in the rathe r difficult area of PCT minimum docu­
mentation . 

Sincerely, 

~at'~#~ 
C. Marshal! Dann 
Commissioner o f Pa tents 
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r 
To the Di rector General of the Horld 
Intellectual Property Organiz.ation 

32, Chemin des Colombettes 

1211 GENEVE 20 

Swi tzerland 

RIJSWIJK (Z.H.). le April 5 , 197 4 . 

Dear Director General, 

Hith reference to circular N° 1863 of February 25 , 1974 , 

I have the honor to inform you that, from the countries >~hose 

patent documents fall under rule 34 .1 (c) (VI) of the PCT treaty, 

Belgium, Luxembourg and Monaco , as member states of the I . I . B. , 

are already sending their documents to the I . I . B. for inclusion 

in the search documentation . 

Moreover, during the PCT Washington Diplomatic Conference , 

the matter of rule 34. 1 (c) (VI) was discussed in particular 

between Australian and Canadian autorities and the I .I. B. As 

a result of theses relations, our position with regard to the 

three questions put forward on page 3 of the circular, is aa 

follows : 

1) The sear~h documentation at the disposal of the I . I . B. i s 

regularly updated with the patent documents of the fo llowing 

countries listed under point 1: 

Belgium 
Luxembourg 
Monaco 

./ .. 

- 2 -

Moreover, •e rec eive regularly from Canada , since about 

4 years ago, the non-priority claiming Canadian patent s filed 

by inhabitants of that count ry. These documents are also i n­

cluded i n the search documentation. 

2) The I . I .B. is prepared to i nclude in t he search documentation 

the Australian patent documents as sorted out in accordance 

with PCT rule 34 . 1 (c) (VI) . Delivry could ·start immediately , 

but should , however, be limited to t he new patent doc~ent~ 

published from now on. The I.I.B. prefers to consider the 

problem of the backlog at a later more appropriat e date . 

3) For diffe.rent reasons, t he I . I.B. does not i ntend to modify 

· now the country coverage of the search documentation . We are 

however prepared to reconsider this question at any moment , 

if sufficient grounds should arise . 

Yours sincerely, 

~~~(~ 
( 

A. Vandecasteele 

Conseiller au Service Technique 
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