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BACKGROUND  
1. The PCT Interim Committee for Technical Assistance (hereinafter referred to as “the 
Interim Committee”), at its fifth session held in Geneva from October 28 to November 3, 
1975, recommended that the International Bureau should actively pursue its program of 
making available collections of patent documents to developing countries.  
2. In particular, the Interim Committee considered that the International Bureau should 
continue its efforts to endeavour to dispose of the collections so far offered, as expeditiously 
as possible, and to locate further collections of patent documents which could be made 
available to developing countries.  
3. Furthermore, the Interim Committee urged all countries which had offered collections 
of patent documents to keep these collections for an extended period of time.  
4. With respect to collections likely to become available in the future, all countries were 
urged to give an indication, as far in advance as possible, of the availability of such 
collections, and of the period during which they would be kept available to the International 
Bureau (see paragraph 24 of the Report of the fifth session, document PCT/TAS/V/12).  

CONTENTS OF THIS DOCUMENT  
5. This document reports on the actions undertaken by the International Bureau in the 
period from November 1975 to June 30, 1976, and the results obtained so far.  
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PROGRESS IN DISPOSING OF OFFERED COLLECTIONS OF PATENT DOCUMENTS  
6. It is recalled that at the fifth session of the Interim Committee, the patent document 
collections offered were indicated in the following documents:  

 PCT/TAS/V/2  –  Progress report on the survey of collections of patent documents  
     available in the framework of technical assistance projects for  
     developing countries  –  Report by the International Bureau;  

 PCT/TAS/V/7  –  Same title  –  Information from the Soviet Union;  

 PCT/TAS/V/9  –  Same title  –  Information from Bekaert.  
7. The following Offices have availed themselves of patent document collections offered:  
(I) African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI)  
The copies of selected patent documents from Belgium and France (document PCT/TAS/V/9) 
offered by the Belgian firm Bekaert have been shipped to OAPI.  
(II) Algerian Institute of Normalization and Industrial Property (INAPI)  
For the transmittal of one complete collection of Swiss patent documents offered by the Swiss 
Patent Office (document PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraph 17(i)), and of the newly issued follow-up 
documents, agreement has been reached and transportation procedures are being initiated.  
(III) Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI)  

 (a) The patent document collections of Australia (1926 -1974), German Democratic 
   Republic (1956 -1973), and the United Kingdom abridgements (1932 -1974) 
   offered by the Norwegian Patent Office (document PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraphs 
   8(1), 12 and 18(c)) have been shipped to Brazil.  

 (b) A request has been made concerning the transmittal of the Canadian patent  
   documents and English abstracts of Japanese patent documents offered by the 
   Canadian Patent Office and Japatic respectively (document PCT/TAS/V/2  
   paragraphs 10 and l5(ii)).  

 (c) Agreement has been reached concerning the transmittal of the United States of 
   America patents (document PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraph 19(i)) offered by the United 
   States Patent and Trademark Office and transportation procedures have been 
   initiated.  

 (d) A request has been made concerning the transmittal of the specifications of  
   Soviet Union inventions (1949 -1957) and United Kingdom patents (1929 - 1967), 
   in the form of microfilm, offered by the Soviet Union (document PCT/TAS/V/7).  

 (e) The copies of selected patent documents from Germany (Federal Republic of), the 
   United Kingdom and the United States of America (document PCT/TAS/V/9) 
   offered by the Belgian firm, Bekaert, have been shipped to Brazil.  

 (f) A collection of patent documents concerning semi-conductors (about 18,000 
   documents) offered by the German Patent Office (see Annex F to this document), 
   has been shipped to Brazil.  
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(IV) Cuban National Office of Inventions, Technical Information and Trademarks  
For the transmittal of one complete collection of Swiss patent documents (document 
PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraph 17(i)) offered by the Swiss Patent Office and the newly issued 
follow-up documents, agreement has been reached and transportation procedures are being 
initiated.  

TOTAL NUMBER OF PATENT DOCUMENTS DISPOSED OF  
8. Upon the assumption that all requests for offered patent documents will have been met 
with before the sixth session of the Interim Committee, the total number of documents 
disposed of since the fifth session will be almost four million, made up as follows (in round 
numbers) :  

paper patent documents:  1,890,000  
paper abridgements:   1,035,000  
microfilm patent documents: 1,000,000  
    Total  3,925,000  

FURTHER ACTION UNDERTAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
9. In order to locate further patent document collections, as well as to obtain an extension 
of the period of time during which offered collections would be kept by the countries offering 
them, the International Bureau issued circular letter no. 2377, of December 19, 1975 (see 
Annex A to this document) to all member countries of the Paris Union.*  
10. The following countries have answered circular letter no. 2377: Austria, Belgium, 
Canada, Denmark, Germany (Federal Republic of), Israel, Japan, Luxembourg, Soviet Union, 
Switzerland, United States of America. The answers received from the various patent Offices 
are reproduced as Annexes B - M to this document.  

PATENT DOCUMENTS COLLECTIONS AVAILABLE  
11. The patent document collections which are at present available, or may become 
available in the near future, are listed below in alphabetical order, in English, of the names of 
the patent document issuing countries. If the patent documents are available from more than 
one source, the conditions under which they are obtainable are indicated separately for each 
source.  

AUSTRALIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS  
12. Available at present from the Australian Patent Office:  

 Part collections of Australian patent specifications, starting 1971, as specified under the 
 PCT minimum documentation, Rule 34.1(c) (vi). One copy of each patent specification 
 so determined will be forwarded immediately once the name and address of the recipient 
 is known.  

 Delivery is free of charge.  

                                                 
 
* Also, Circular Letter No. 2375, dated December 19, 1975, inquiring as to collections of patent 

documents possibly becoming available from industry, was sent by the International Bureau to 
industry federations (see paragraph 4 of document PCT/TAS/VI/5). 
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 This offer is without limitation as to the number of countries that may wish these 
 collections but, due to pressing storage problems, the offer is not unlimited in time.  

BELGIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS  

13. (i) Available from the Norwegian Patent Office:  
  Part collection comprising Nos. 675,001 - 731,100 (corresponds to 
  period 3.5.1966 – 15.8.1969).  
  Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  
  Collection will be kept until December 31, 1976.  
 (ii) Available at present from the Belgian Patent Office:  
  A few part collections of the “Recueil des Brevets d’Invention” for the years 
  1940 - 1973, containing only an abstract and, in some cases, also a drawing, of 
  the patents granted.  
  Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  
  The collections will be kept at the disposal of interested countries for a period 
  of 3 - 4 years.  

CANADIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS  
14. Available at present, and in future, from the Canadian Patent Office:  

 Part collection, starting with No. 848,159 - August 4, 1970.  

 Delivery is against payment of transportation costs. Depending on the number of 
 documents required and the number of countries involved, alternatives as to 
 transportation costs could be considered at a later time, including the financial assistance 
 of a Canadian Agency dealing with aid to developing countries.  

 This offer is without any time limitation.  
FRENCH PATENT DOCUMENTS  

15. (a) Available from the French National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) :  

   Complete collections of abstracts of French patent documents since 1958,  
   classified accordingly to the International Patent Classification, in the form of 
   16mm microfilm cassettes.  

   Financial details will be examined once developing countries have manifested 
   their interest in this form of documentation.  

   The offer is without any time limitation.  

 (b) Available as from 1976 from France (Imprimerie Nationale, Paris):  

   Part collection of unsold paper copies of patent documents going back five  
   years.  

   Delivery is against payment of transportation costs, if taken as a bulk delivery 
   from the printer (Imprimerie Nationale). If separate sets must be established, or 
   other sorting work is desired, compensation for additional costs may be requested.  

   The Offer is strictly limited as to time in that the documents must be dispatched 
   within three months from the time they become available.  
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 (c) Available in the future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office:  

   A complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and 
   if replaced by microforms.  

   Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  

   The offer is limited to one year after replacement of the patent documents by 
   microforms.  
GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) PATENT DOCUMENTS  
16. (i) Available at present from the German Patent Office:  

   A part collection which is currently updated with newly issuing patent documents, 
   comprising:  

   (a) Offenlegungsschriften (Unexamined patent applications). Paper copies, in 
    numerical order, as of 1969 with gaps. 8-up aperture cards, classified, from 
    July 1970 - February 1972.  

   (b) Auslegeschriften (Examined patent applications). Paper copies, in numerical 
    order from September 1955 - June 1967, with gaps; as of 1970, with gaps. 
    8-up aperture cards, classified, from July 1970 - February 1972.  

   (c) Patentschriften (Granted patents). Paper copies, in numerical order, as of 
    1970, with gaps. 8-up aperture cards, classified, from July 1970 - February 
    1972.
  
  Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  
  The offer is without any time limitation.  
 (ii) Available in future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office:  

   A complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and 
   if replaced by microform.  

   Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  

   The offer is limited to one year after replacement of the collection by microforms.  
ITALIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS  
17. Available at present from the Italian Patent Office:  

 Part collection comprising Nos. 670,000 - 765,200 (corresponds to period  
 9.10.1964 – 15.5.1967).  

 Delivery is free of charge.  

 The collection will be kept until December, 1976, only.  
JAPANESE PATENT DOCUMENTS AND ENGLISH ABSTRACTS THEREOF  

18.   (a) Available at present from the Japanese Patent Office:  

    Collection of Japanese Gazettes of Examined Patent Applications and of 
    Unexamined Patent Applications, starting two months after receipt of  
    request.  
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    Delivery is free of charge for those countries with which an agreement for 
    mutual exchange of patent documents is in force with Japan and against 
    payment of transportation costs for other countries.  

    The offer is without any time limitation.  

   (b) Available at present from the Ministry of International Trade and Industries 
    of Japan:  

    Part collections of English abstracts of Japanese patent documents as  
    follows:  

    Unexamined published patent applications  

     for 1972:  300 
     for 1973:  400 
     for 1974:  460 
     for 1975:  400  

     Total:  1560  

    The abstracts are made of patent documents in the fields of technology 
    which are likely to be of use to developing countries. 

    Delivery is free of charge. 

    The offer is without any time limitation.  
LUXEMBOURG PATENT DOCUMENTS  

19. Available from the Luxembourg Industrial Property Service:  

 Collections of the Luxembourg Official Journal issues in which there are published the 
 bibliographic data of patents granted in Luxembourg. 

 Delivery is free of charge.  

 The offer is without any time limitation.  
NORWEGIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS  
20. Available at present and in the future from the Norwegian Patent Office: 

 Part collection, from No. 73,537 (May 1948) onwards.  

 Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  

 The offer is without any time limitation.  
SOVIET UNION PATENT DOCUMENTS  
21. Available from the State Committee for Inventions and Discoveries of the USSR 
 Council of Ministers:  

 Specifications of Soviet Inventions from 1949 to 1957 in the form of [35mm] microfilm 
 rolls.  

 The microfilms have been offered free of charge.  
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SWISS PATENT DOCUMENTS  

22. (i) Available at present and in future from the Swiss Patent Office: (A specific 
   request has to be submitted for each case to the Federal Department of Justice and 
   Police, but there is no doubt that an agreement can be obtained therefrom)  

Two complete collections from 1888 to the present date, in paper copies, in 
numerical order (230 meters shelf space).  

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  

The offer is limited until January 1, 1979.  

 (ii) Available at present from the Norwegian Patent Office:  

   Part collection, comprising Nos. 379,400 - 551,730, unbound (90 meters of shelf 
   space).  

   Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  

   The offer is limited until December, 1976.  
UNITED KINGDOM PATENT DOCUMENTS  
23. Available from the State Committee for Inventions and Discoveries of the USSR 
 Council of Ministers:  
 Specifications of United Kingdom patents from 1929 to 1967 in the form of [35mm] 
 microfilm in rolls.  
 The microfilms have been offered free of charge.  

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PATENT DOCUMENTS  
24. Available in the future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office:  
 A complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and if 
 replaced by microform.  
 Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.  
 The offer is limited to one year after replacement of the collection by microforms.  

FURTHER ACTION BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
25. The International Bureau is continuing its efforts to dispose of offered collections of 
patent documents as expeditiously as possible. In this context, the needs of the ongoing 
project for the modernization of the Brazilian patent system have been considered 
immediately, whenever an opportunity for satisfying them has presented itself.  
26. Interest in patent documentation is rising in developing countries and, on the basis of 
the positive results in disposing of offered collections of patent documents, it is hoped that 
countries will continue offering to WIPO all collections of patent documents that may become 
available in the future.  

27. The Interim Committee is requested to take 
note of this report and to give any advice, as it 
thinks appropriate, on further action to be 
undertaken by the International Bureau.  

 
 

[Annexes follow] 


































