PCT/TAS/VI/4
ORIGINAL: English

W I P O DATE: July 26, 1976

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
GENEVA

PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

INTERIM COMMITTEE FOR TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Sixth Session
Geneva, November 2 to 8, 1976

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE SURVEY OF COLLECTIONS OF PATENT
DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE IN THE FRAMEWORK OF PCT TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE PROJECTS FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

prepared by the International Bureau

BACKGROUND

1.  The PCT Interim Committee for Technical Assistance (hereinafter referred to as “the
Interim Committee”), at its fifth session held in Geneva from October 28 to November 3,
1975, recommended that the International Bureau should actively pursue its program of
making available collections of patent documents to developing countries.

2. Inparticular, the Interim Committee considered that the International Bureau should
continue its efforts to endeavour to dispose of the collections so far offered, as expeditiously
as possible, and to locate further collections of patent documents which could be made
available to developing countries.

3. Furthermore, the Interim Committee urged all countries which had offered collections
of patent documents to keep these collections for an extended period of time.

4. With respect to collections likely to become available in the future, all countries were
urged to give an indication, as far in advance as possible, of the availability of such
collections, and of the period during which they would be kept available to the International
Bureau (see paragraph 24 of the Report of the fifth session, document PCT/TAS/V/12).

CONTENTS OF THIS DOCUMENT

5. This document reports on the actions undertaken by the International Bureau in the
period from November 1975 to June 30, 1976, and the results obtained so far.
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PROGRESS IN DISPOSING OF OFFERED COLLECTIONS OF PATENT DOCUMENTS
6. Itisrecalled that at the fifth session of the Interim Committee, the patent document
collections offered were indicated in the following documents:

PCT/TAS/V/2 — Progress report on the survey of collections of patent documents
available in the framework of technical assistance projects for
developing countries — Report by the International Bureau;

PCT/TAS/VI/7 — Same title — Information from the Soviet Union;

PCT/TAS/V/9 — Same title — Information from Bekaert.
7. The following Offices have availed themselves of patent document collections offered:
()  African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI)

The copies of selected patent documents from Belgium and France (document PCT/TAS/V/9)
offered by the Belgian firm Bekaert have been shipped to OAPI.

(I1)  Algerian Institute of Normalization and Industrial Property (INAPI)

For the transmittal of one complete collection of Swiss patent documents offered by the Swiss
Patent Office (document PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraph 17(i)), and of the newly issued follow-up
documents, agreement has been reached and transportation procedures are being initiated.

(111) Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI)

(@  The patent document collections of Australia (1926 -1974), German Democratic
Republic (1956 -1973), and the United Kingdom abridgements (1932 -1974)
offered by the Norwegian Patent Office (document PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraphs
8(1), 12 and 18(c)) have been shipped to Brazil.

(b)  Arequest has been made concerning the transmittal of the Canadian patent
documents and English abstracts of Japanese patent documents offered by the
Canadian Patent Office and Japatic respectively (document PCT/TAS/V/2
paragraphs 10 and 15(ii)).

(c)  Agreement has been reached concerning the transmittal of the United States of
America patents (document PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraph 19(i)) offered by the United
States Patent and Trademark Office and transportation procedures have been
initiated.

(d)  Arequest has been made concerning the transmittal of the specifications of
Soviet Union inventions (1949 -1957) and United Kingdom patents (1929 - 1967),
in the form of microfilm, offered by the Soviet Union (document PCT/TAS/VIT).

(e)  The copies of selected patent documents from Germany (Federal Republic of), the
United Kingdom and the United States of America (document PCT/TAS/V/9)
offered by the Belgian firm, Bekaert, have been shipped to Brazil.

()] A collection of patent documents concerning semi-conductors (about 18,000
documents) offered by the German Patent Office (see Annex F to this document),
has been shipped to Brazil.
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(IV) Cuban National Office of Inventions, Technical Information and Trademarks

For the transmittal of one complete collection of Swiss patent documents (document
PCT/TAS/V/2 paragraph 17(i)) offered by the Swiss Patent Office and the newly issued
follow-up documents, agreement has been reached and transportation procedures are being
initiated.

TOTAL NUMBER OF PATENT DOCUMENTS DISPOSED OF

8.  Upon the assumption that all requests for offered patent documents will have been met
with before the sixth session of the Interim Committee, the total number of documents
disposed of since the fifth session will be almost four million, made up as follows (in round
numbers) :

paper patent documents: 1,890,000
paper abridgements: 1,035,000
microfilm patent documents: 1,000,000

Total 3,925,000

FURTHER ACTION UNDERTAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU

9.  Inorder to locate further patent document collections, as well as to obtain an extension
of the period of time during which offered collections would be kept by the countries offering
them, the International Bureau issued circular letter no. 2377, of December 19, 1975 (see
Annex A to this document) to all member countries of the Paris Union.

10. The following countries have answered circular letter no. 2377: Austria, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, Germany (Federal Republic of), Israel, Japan, Luxembourg, Soviet Union,
Switzerland, United States of America. The answers received from the various patent Offices
are reproduced as Annexes B - M to this document.

PATENT DOCUMENTS COLLECTIONS AVAILABLE

11. The patent document collections which are at present available, or may become
available in the near future, are listed below in alphabetical order, in English, of the names of
the patent document issuing countries. If the patent documents are available from more than
one source, the conditions under which they are obtainable are indicated separately for each
source.

AUSTRALIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS

12. Awvailable at present from the Australian Patent Office:
Part collections of Australian patent specifications, starting 1971, as specified under the
PCT minimum documentation, Rule 34.1(c) (vi). One copy of each patent specification

so determined will be forwarded immediately once the name and address of the recipient
is known.

Delivery is free of charge.

Also, Circular Letter No. 2375, dated December 19, 1975, inquiring as to collections of patent
documents possibly becoming available from industry, was sent by the International Bureau to
industry federations (see paragraph 4 of document PCT/TAS/VI1/5).
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This offer is without limitation as to the number of countries that may wish these
collections but, due to pressing storage problems, the offer is not unlimited in time.

BELGIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS

13.

(i) Available from the Norwegian Patent Office:

Part collection comprising Nos. 675,001 - 731,100 (corresponds to
period 3.5.1966 — 15.8.1969).

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.

Collection will be kept until December 31, 1976.
(if) Awvailable at present from the Belgian Patent Office:

A few part collections of the “Recueil des Brevets d’Invention” for the years

1940 - 1973, containing only an abstract and, in some cases, also a drawing, of

the patents granted.
Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.

The collections will be kept at the disposal of interested countries for a period

of 3 - 4 years.

CANADIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS

14.

Available at present, and in future, from the Canadian Patent Office:

Part collection, starting with No. 848,159 - August 4, 1970.

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs. Depending on the number of
documents required and the number of countries involved, alternatives as to

transportation costs could be considered at a later time, including the financial assistance

of a Canadian Agency dealing with aid to developing countries.
This offer is without any time limitation.

FRENCH PATENT DOCUMENTS

15.

(@)  Available from the French National Institute of Industrial Property (INPI) :
Complete collections of abstracts of French patent documents since 1958,

classified accordingly to the International Patent Classification, in the form of

16mm microfilm cassettes.

Financial details will be examined once developing countries have manifested

their interest in this form of documentation.
The offer is without any time limitation.
(b)  Awvailable as from 1976 from France (Imprimerie Nationale, Paris):

Part collection of unsold paper copies of patent documents going back five
years.

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs, if taken as a bulk delivery
from the printer (Imprimerie Nationale). If separate sets must be established, or
other sorting work is desired, compensation for additional costs may be requested.

The Offer is strictly limited as to time in that the documents must be dispatched

within three months from the time they become available.
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(c)  Available in the future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office:

A complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and
if replaced by microforms.

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.

The offer is limited to one year after replacement of the patent documents by
microforms.

GERMANY (FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF) PATENT DOCUMENTS

16. (i) Available at present from the German Patent Office:
A part collection which is currently updated with newly issuing patent documents,
comprising:

(@) Offenlegungsschriften (Unexamined patent applications). Paper copies, in
numerical order, as of 1969 with gaps. 8-up aperture cards, classified, from
July 1970 - February 1972.

(b) Auslegeschriften (Examined patent applications). Paper copies, in numerical
order from September 1955 - June 1967, with gaps; as of 1970, with gaps.
8-up aperture cards, classified, from July 1970 - February 1972.

(c) Patentschriften (Granted patents). Paper copies, in numerical order, as of
1970, with gaps. 8-up aperture cards, classified, from July 1970 - February
1972.

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.

The offer is without any time limitation.

(i)  Available in future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office:

A complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and

if replaced by microform.

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.

The offer is limited to one year after replacement of the collection by microforms.

ITALIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS
17. Auvailable at present from the Italian Patent Office:

Part collection comprising Nos. 670,000 - 765,200 (corresponds to period
9.10.1964 — 15.5.1967).
Delivery is free of charge.
The collection will be kept until December, 1976, only.
JAPANESE PATENT DOCUMENTS AND ENGLISH ABSTRACTS THEREOF
18. (@ Awvailable at present from the Japanese Patent Office:

Collection of Japanese Gazettes of Examined Patent Applications and of
Unexamined Patent Applications, starting two months after receipt of
request.
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Delivery is free of charge for those countries with which an agreement for
mutual exchange of patent documents is in force with Japan and against
payment of transportation costs for other countries.

The offer is without any time limitation.

Available at present from the Ministry of International Trade and Industries
of Japan:

Part collections of English abstracts of Japanese patent documents as
follows:

Unexamined published patent applications

for 1972: 300
for 1973: 400
for 1974: 460
for 1975: 400
Total: 1560

The abstracts are made of patent documents in the fields of technology
which are likely to be of use to developing countries.

Delivery is free of charge.
The offer is without any time limitation.

LUXEMBOURG PATENT DOCUMENTS

19.

Available from the Luxembourg Industrial Property Service:

Collections of the Luxembourg Official Journal issues in which there are published the
bibliographic data of patents granted in Luxembourg.

Delivery is free of charge.
The offer is without any time limitation.

NORWEGIAN PATENT DOCUMENTS
20. Available at present and in the future from the Norwegian Patent Office:

Part collection, from No. 73,537 (May 1948) onwards.
Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.
The offer is without any time limitation.

SOVIET UNION PATENT DOCUMENTS
21. Awvailable from the State Committee for Inventions and Discoveries of the USSR

Council of Ministers:
Specifications of Soviet Inventions from 1949 to 1957 in the form of [35mm] microfilm

The microfilms have been offered free of charge.
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SWISS PATENT DOCUMENTS

22. (i) Available at present and in future from the Swiss Patent Office: (A specific
request has to be submitted for each case to the Federal Department of Justice and
Police, but there is no doubt that an agreement can be obtained therefrom)

Two complete collections from 1888 to the present date, in paper copies, in
numerical order (230 meters shelf space).

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.
The offer is limited until January 1, 1979.
(i) Awvailable at present from the Norwegian Patent Office:

Part collection, comprising Nos. 379,400 - 551,730, unbound (90 meters of shelf
space).

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.
The offer is limited until December, 1976.
UNITED KINGDOM PATENT DOCUMENTS

23. Available from the State Committee for Inventions and Discoveries of the USSR
Council of Ministers:

Specifications of United Kingdom patents from 1929 to 1967 in the form of [35mm]
microfilm in rolls.

The microfilms have been offered free of charge.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PATENT DOCUMENTS
24. Available in the future, at the earliest 1980, from the Netherlands Patent Office:

A complete collection of patent documents for the period 1920 - 1950, when and if
replaced by microform.

Delivery is against payment of transportation costs.
The offer is limited to one year after replacement of the collection by microforms.

FURTHER ACTION BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU

25. The International Bureau is continuing its efforts to dispose of offered collections of
patent documents as expeditiously as possible. In this context, the needs of the ongoing
project for the modernization of the Brazilian patent system have been considered
immediately, whenever an opportunity for satisfying them has presented itself.

26. Interest in patent documentation is rising in developing countries and, on the basis of
the positive results in disposing of offered collections of patent documents, it is hoped that
countries will continue offering to WIPO all collections of patent documents that may become
available in the future.

27. The Interim Committee is requested to take
note of this report and to give any advice, as it
thinks appropriate, on further action to be
undertaken by the International Bureau.

[Annexes follow]
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Bundesministerium fiir

Handel, Gewerbe und Industrie Wien, am rebrusry 2,
Referat fiir den gewerblichen Rechtsschutz Telefon 6336 36-0
6377 51-0

1014 Wien, Kohlmarkt 8—10

997/75-9

T AT

r, Klaus FFATH Y

Deputy Director General
World Intellectual rreorerty
Creanization

-

Cglom?ettes
e V. e 20

in rerly to your letter of leremrer G, 1975
I have the nonor to inform vou tha+t tre 4Luz-rinn
Faten<t Gofice at rresent and in the nenr future
coe

€ rot have any collections of patent donumenic

at its disrosal whicth could Te made availarle o
T avrat A~ e untriecs T Tl e aAnec Taear~
develioning countries., If collections Tecore

re ST A7 i 3 RN e yes ey . - [P
availetble, 2 will inTorm o 2 goo0n =285 TceEfille.

.[Annex C follows]
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_ 1040 BRUXELLES. le £
ANNEXE C/ANNEX cC Rue J.-A. De Mot, 24-26

Tel. 735.80.50 a 59

Administration du Commerce

Service de la Propriété Industrielle r—organisation Mondiale de 1la _—,
et Commerciale Propriété Intellectuelle,
o ' . ..._‘ (RN .
66:}("‘.’“ 32 Chemin des Colombettes,
Ch. 1211 GENEVE 20
L _
Votre lettre du Vs références Nos références Annexes

C 2377/PCT 21

Nonsieur le Directeur Général,

Comme suite & votre lettre circulaire du 19 décembre
1975 sous la référence mentionnée ci-dessus, Jj'ai 1'honneur
de Vous faire savoir que le contenu de ma lettre du 50.6.1975
en réponse a votre circulsire antérieure C 2134/PCT 21 reste
toujours valable.

Toutefois le délai de conservation indigqué sous 1le
point 5 de cette lettre-réponse pourra &tre prolongé
provisoirement d'un an de sorte gue ce délai deviendrait

de trois ou quatre ans.

Je Vous prie d'agréer, Monsieur le Directeur Général,
1'assurance de mz considération trés distinguée.

Le Directeur,

A. SCHURNANS.

) .[Annex D follows]

[L'annexe D suit]
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Consumer and Consommation et
Corporate Affairs Corporations

- Your file — Votre dossier

.Hull, February 23, 1976.

' Our file — Notre dossier 1072 _WP_4_ K

Dr K Pfanner

Deputy Director General
WIPQO

32 chemin des Colombettes
1211 Gengve 20

SUISSE

Dr K Pfanner

I refer to circular no 2377 concerning collections of patent
documents to be made available to developing countries.

In answer to the questionnaire, I would like to say that as indi-
cated in circular C2134 the patent document collections are kept
without any limitation of time. With respect to other collections
of patent documents which may become available in our office or
other institutions in our country, we can state that for practical
purposes we do not known of any other collections which could, at
the present time, be of positive use to developing countries.

We hope that these answers will be of some help in the pursuance of
your program to make collections of patent documents available to
developing countries.

1 Place du Portage
Hull Quebec
K1A OEl

[Annex E follows]
[L'annexe E suit]
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- ANNEXE E/ANNEX E 6,
DIREKTORATET FOR N
PATENT- OG VAREMZERKEVAESENET Kobenhavn, den 8th April, 1976. ’
G I
Nymp:;:dT;EZT.A?zOEiLgbf;:avn v Alm.ﬁms: nr. 231 5b (Bedes anfert ved besvarelser).
Telefon (01) 12 84 40 . Postkonto 4 02 05 53 Your Cicular C 2377 _ PCT 21

EKSPEDITION: Mandag-fredag 9-13

LAESESALEN er 4ben mandag-fredag 9-14,
mandag tillige 17-19

Mr. K. Pfanner, Deputy Director General.
WIPO, ’

32, chemin des Colombettes,

CH-1211 Genéve 20.

. Switzerland.

Dear Mr. Pfanner,
In reply to your inquiry of December 19, 1975, concerning collections of

patent documents available to developing countries, I regret having to inform

you that the Danish Patent Office still has no such collections available.

Yours faithfully

- D. Simonsen

Chief of Division.

[Annex F follows]
[L'annexe F suit]
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IRTTY nIvn
STATE OF ISRAEL

L

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE Tyovnn 1von
jven novob

PATENT OFFICE o
P.O.B. 767, JERUSALEM BryYpYas 787 Tvn

February 1, 1976

Mr. M. Pfanner

Deputy Director General

World International Property Organization
32 chemin des Colombettes

1211 Geneve

Switzerland

Your ref. C. 2377
PCT 21

Dear Mr. Pfanner,

Thank you for your letter of the 19th December
with enclosure, and the detailed information you were kind enough
to supply,

I have to inform you, however, that, at the present
time, we have no collection of patents that we are able to offer since
the printing of patent specifications is not undertaken in Israel,
Further, I cannot see that this position will change in the forseeable
future,

Sincerely yours,

) )
| (.t

N

e - :
Mayer Gabay

Commissioner of Patents

[Annex H follows]
[L'annexe H suit]
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GRAND-DUCHE DE LUXEMBOURG ANNEXE I/ANNEX I

MINISTERE

Luxembourg, le 5 avril 1976.

DE LECONOMIE NATIONALE Boite postale 97

Service

Luxembourg Vilie

de la Propriété Industrielle

———

Références: C/F S
Annexes:

t“onsieur le Vice Directeur Général
de 1'OMPI

32, chemin des Colombettes
GLZLNEVE

Monsieur le Vice Directeur Général,

Me référant & votre circulaire C. 2377/PCT 21 du
19 décembre 1975 concernant la recommandation gque le
comité intérimaire d'assistance technique du PCT a formu-
1é-lors de sa cinguiéme session qui s'est déroulée &
Genéve du 28 octobre au 3 novembre 1975, j'ai 1l'honneur
de vous signaler que les documents de brevets luxembour-
geois qui ne sont pas imprimés n'existent qu'en un seul
exemplaire déposé auprés du service de la propriété indus-
trielle. Le Luxembourg ne voit donc pas la possibilité de
déférer 4 la demande de 1'OMPI en offrant de mettre a la
disposition des pays en voie de développement des collec-
tions de documents de brevets luxembourgeois.

Par contre le Luxembourg accepterait volontiers de
mettre & la disposition des pays en voie de développement
4 titre gratuit, des exemplaires de son Journal officiel
ot sont publiées les données bibliographiques des brevets
d'invention délivrés au Grand-Duché.

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Vice Directeur Général,
l'expfession de mes sentiments trés distingués.

HOFFMANN J.P.
Chef du Service de la

propriété industrielle

'pnnex J follows]
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Eidgendssisches Amt fiir geistiges Eigentum
Bureau fédéral de la propriété intellectuelle
Utficio federale della proprieta intellettuale

3003 BERN

Postscheck Chéques post. 30-4000

@ (0316141 M

Telex 33130 AGE CH Mr. K. Pfanner
Deputy Director General
WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
ORGANIZATION
32, chemin des Colombettes
1211 Geneve 20

U. Zeichen /N. réf./N. rif. I. Zeichen/V. rétf./V.rit. I. Nachr.vom/V. lettre du/V. lettera de! BERN, Eschmannetrasse 2
- C. ¢ . - - -
Ld/Sec E. 2077 December 19, 1975  January 26, 1976

PCT 21

Dear Sir,

Thank you for your circular leiter menticned above.

with respect to point 1. of your guestionrzire I can inforre
you thzt the situzation at our office regzrding collections
to be used for purpcses of technical assistence to cevelop-
ing countries will noz chznge pefore Januzry 1, 1379 and
that the collecticns mentioned in Vlrcular €124 of Feoruary
£8, 1975 cun be kept available up to this Zate,

AS to roint 2. it m&y be s2id that ot the momer:t no other
cocuments are avails bip nor will trere oe any new documents
avallapnle for this purrese in tne near future.

N 5 Lot y ST <
fours faithfully,

M, Leut ‘o*a
FEezd of Zecticn
SWISS OFFICE CF INTZLIZI2TUAL FRCFZRTY

[ Annex ™ follows)
[L'annexe M suit]

In einem Schrelben soil nur ein Gegenstand * . werden / Ne tralter qu'un seul objet par lettre / Pregasi trattare un solo oggetto per lettera
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Address : COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
Woashington, D.C. 20231

May 3, 1976

Dr. Klaus Pfanner

Deputy Director General

World Intellectual Property
Organization

32, chemin des Colombettes

1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

Dear Dr. Pfanner:

This Tetter is in response to WIPO Circular No. 2377 concerning the
availability of patent documents, forming part of the PCT minimum
documentation, for developing countries.

We are pleased to advise that arrangements have been made and
delivery will soon be effected to Brazil uf the collection of
patent documents indicated in our April 25, 1975 response to
WIPO Circular No. 2134,

At present, we are unaware of the availability of any further
collections of patent documents.

Sincerely yours,
s
- -2

S, ’ .-":7 = /
oy
Alfred C. Marmor
ministrator for Documentation

[End of Annexes]

[End of document]
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