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1.  The Annex to this document contains observations on the filling in of some Forms for
use by the International Preliminary Examining Authorities provided by the United Kingdom
Patent Office.

2.  These observations are hereby provided to all International Authorities for information
and comments.

[Annex follows]
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Mr P Thomas

Senior Legal Officer

PCT Legal Division

Warld Intellectual Property Organisation
34 Chemin des Colombetiss

1211 GENEVE
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Diear Mr Thomas

PCT: INTERNATIONAL FRELIMINARY EXAMINATION

‘Tha Putent OiEee
Cardidl Roadl
G MPR 1RH

Swelach besrg
D310

[ would welcome your advice as regands the indications of novelty and inventive step in the

staternent in Box V of Forms 408 and 409,

If claims are considered to lack novelty on the basls of certmin documents, what indication
(if any) ought to be given as regards inventive step for the same claims oo the basis of the:
same documents]? For instance, on the attached example sheet, is it scceptable to report

"No" for Novelty and "Yes" for Inventive Step for claims 1-107

Yours sincercly

mmi‘:n’g,

E C Eeaneil
Senior Examines
Legal Division, Patents & Designs Directorate
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WRITTEN OFINION PCT/CE 92/

Feasoned satement wnder Article 352 with regasd w povelly, lrentive sep or industrial spplicabiling
cltwthans and explapstions sopportieg ruch ststement

STATEMENT
Hoeelty (1) Clagms & e B YES
Clatms 1-10 HO
laventive Siep (15) Clales 1=16/13 =17 yEE
Chafms 1i-12 N
Industris] Apslieabilicy (LAY Clalems =17 YES
Claimms

CITATIONS AND EXFLANATIONS

Claips 1-10 do not mest the requiressnt for novelty having regard to the
dizelosiurs in Exasples 5 and & af CH=A=Z268173 (SNMITH), at page 16
lim 11 —page 17 line 35, of:

(1] alternating layersz of fibres of leagth 10 and 150wm, and
5 and 1230ps respectively, These dimenzions appear to be within the

definitions of "short® and "leomg" at page 5 lines 18-35 (ges alsc Hox
VIII below):

{ii) fibrous materiale (polyamide, polyester and polypropylene) within
the aphit of Claims 2=7;

[iii} layer thickness within the ronge prescribed by Claiss 8-10.

Claios 11 and 12 meet the requiresent for novelty bot do oot meet the
regquirement for ipventive step having regard to the discleosurs in:

CH=-A=-227T0856 (BROWH LTD) — at page 1 lipes 103107
GE=A-2266147 [(GREEN INC) — at page 3 lines 26-354
US=-5117372 (WILLIAMS) — a® column & lines £8-53

ol She alloys specifiied in theas clains for the mamifactre of barbed
neefles. It would eppear obviocus for the man skilled in the art to use
needles made froe such alleys in the oethods of Claims 11 and 13,

Claims L3=17 mast the reguiresent of novelty and inventlve atep. NHone

=f the cited specificagtions discloas or suggeat nesdls configurations
ravifig the re-entrant portions required by theses clafms, although
GH-A-2268123 asnd GE=-A=2268147 disclose needles having s mimilas
distribution of barbas along their lsmgth.

[End of annex and of document]
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