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1. At its seventh session, the Meeting of International Authorities (PCT/MIA) considered
proposals by the European Patent Office (EPO) concerning written opinions and reports under
Chapters I and II of the PCT (see documents PCT/MIA/7/4 and 4 Add. 1).  The Meeting
agreed that new and modified reports would initially be needed in the existing format to meet
the requirements of the enhanced international search and preliminary examination system,
which comes into effect on January 1, 2004 (draft forms for this purpose, prepared by the
International Bureau, are contained in document PCT/MIA/8/4), but that it was also necessary
to address the question of the format of the written opinions and reports in the longer term.

2. During the discussions concerning the format of the written opinions and reports,
“[s]everal Authorities indicated that a two-column format similar to that suggested in
document PCT/MIA/7/4 would be acceptable, but others indicated that they would prefer a
single-column format” (see document PCT/MIA/7/5, paragraph 86).  The Annexes to this
document contain proposals submitted by the European Patent Office (EPO) to the
International Bureau, showing reports equivalent to those presented in document
PCT/MIA/7/4, but presented in an alternative, single column, format.

3. The Meeting of International Authorities
is invited to consider the forms contained in
the Annexes to this document.
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