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WIPO

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
GENEVA

INTERNATIONAL PATENT COOPERATION UNION
(PCT UNION)

PCT COMMITTEE FOR TECHNICAL COOPERATION

Nineteenth Session
Geneva, May 26 to 30, 1997

APPOINTMENT OF THE KOREAN INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY OFFICE AS
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY AND AS INTERNATIONAL
PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY

Document prepared by the International Bureau

1. Inaletter dated April 4, 1997, the Korean Industrial Property Office (KIPO) expressed
the wish to be appointed as an International Searching Authority (ISA) and as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority (IPEA) under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). The
letter from KIPO is reproduced as an Annex to this document.

2. Atrticle 16(3)(e) of the PCT provides that “Before the Assembly [of the PCT Union]
makes a decision on the appointment of any national Office [as an ISA]..., the Assembly
shall...seek the advice of the Committee for Technical Cooperation...” (hereinafter referred to
as the PCT/CTC).

3. According to Article 32(3) of the PCT, the provisions of Article 16(3) shall apply,
mutatis mutandis, in respect of the appointment of an IPEA.
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4.  The advice given by the PCT/CTC at its nineteenth session in respect of the request by
KIPO will be submitted, together with that request and a draft agreement between KIPO and
the International Bureau in respect of KIPO’s functioning as an ISA and IPEA, to the
Assembly of the PCT Union for consideration at its next session to be held in

September 1997.

5. The PCT/CTC is invited to give its
advice on this matter.

[Annex follows]
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KIPO also has established the WPI and FPDB databases and a retrieval
system in order for patent examiners to utilize the data published by the
Derwent Information Ltd. and EPO. The WPI database contains more
than six million cases from 35 countries and two organizations dated
back to 1963, the contents of which are bibliographic data, drawings and
abstracts in English, and FPDB stores patent documents covering EPO,
Japan and the US.

In addition, the patent examiners of KIPO can access, through the
Internet, non-patent literature including a large number of periodicals on
science and technology, which also introduce a recently developed
technologies.

KIPO has entered into consultation with several foreign patent offices
with a view to obtaining the missing documents listed in the attached
Annex. While hoping these offices will grant assistance by donating or
selling to KIPO the missing parts of the minimum documentation they
published, I anticipate that we will be able to complete the collection of
those documents by the date on which the Agreement between WIPO
and KIPO will enter into force.

In conclusion, I am confident that KIPO has alreadv established a
strong examining force and a rich collection of documentation, to almost
meet the minimum requirements to be a qualified PCT ISA and IPEA.
The remainder of the minimum documentation will be secured in the
shortest period of time.

We promise to make every endeavors to complete the necessary
reguirements as soon as possible.
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[End of Annex and of document]
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