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INTRODUCTION 

1 . The PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation (hereinafter referred to as 
"the Committee") held its fourth session in Geneva from December 7 to 11 , 
1YH1 . Following the Decision Establishing the WIPO Permanent Committee on 
Patent Information and Dealing with Related Matters , the session of the 
Committee was held jointly with the fifth session of the WIPO Permanent 
Committee on Patent Information (hereinafter referred to as "the PCPI " ) . 

2 . The following members of the Committee were represented: Australia , 
Austria , Brazil, Democr atic People ' s Republic of Korea, De nmark , Finland , 
France , Germany (Federal Republ i c of) , Japan , Netherlands , Norway , Soviet 
Union , Sweden , Switzerland , United Kingdom, United States of America , European 
Patent Office (EPO) (17) . Representatives of the following States were 
present as special obse r vers : Canada , Spain (2) . Bulga r ia , Czechoslovakia , 
the German Democratic Republic , Poland and Portugal (5) were represented by 
observers . The Arab Industrial Development Organization (AIDO) , the 
Commission of the European Communities (CEC) , the Federation Internationale de 
Documentation (FID) , the International Patent Documentation Center (INPADOC) 
and the Patent Documentation Group (PDG) were also represented by observers . 
The list of participants is attached as Annex I to this report . 

3. Mr . P. Claus , Director , Classifications and Patent Information Division, 
WIPO , welcomed the partic1pants on behalf of the Director General of WIPO. 

4 . The session was presided over by the Cha1rman of tne PCPI, 
Mr. G.J. Vianes , France . Mr . P . Hlgham , Head , Developing Countries Section , 
Classifications and Patent I nformation Dlvision , WIPO , acted as Secretary of 
the session. 
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5. The Committee una nimously adopted t he agenda . which is attache d as An nex 
II to this report. 

CONC LUSIONS 

6. As decided by the Gove rning Bodies of WIPO at their tenth se ries of 
meetings (see document AB/X/32 , paragraphs 51 a nd 52) , held from September 24 
t o October 2 , 1~7~, the report of this session re f lec ts o nly the conclusions 
(dec isions , recommendations, opinions, e t c . ) of the Committee and does not, in 
particular, reflect the s ta tements mad e by any participant, except where any 
reservation in respect of any specific c onc lu sion of the Committee was made or 
repeat e d after the conclusion was arrived at. 

7. The Committee based i t s conclusions upo n the conc~usions and 
recommendations of the PCPI working Group on Planni ng (hereinafter referred to 
as "the Planning Gr o up") at its seventh and eig hth sessions, as set forth in 
documents PCPI/PLAN/VII/4 and PCPI/PLAN/VIII/7, respectively, as well as upon 
the project files o f projects P 3 ~, P 41 toP 44, and P 225. 

PCT MINIMUM DOCUMENTATION~ "PATENTS " 

Inventory 1~20 to Date (Pr o ject P 3~) 

8. The Committee noted with appreciation the work of the International 
Bureau in completing the inventory of patent documents according to PCT Rule 
34 so as to i nc l ude the patent document s issued by Australia , Austria , Canada , 
Japan, t he Sov i et Union and by the African Intellectual Prope r ty Organization 
as given in Annex 7 to project file P 3~. 

~. The Committee ag reed that , as r egards the patent documents issued by 
Australia, Austria a nd Canada , the nature of those se ri es of pate nt documents 
should be defined as "doc ume nt s sequent ially numbered at issuance but fo r the 
purposes of PCT Rule 34 o nly t hose documents not cla i mi ng a priority u nder t he 
terms of the Paris Co nventio n and placed at the disposal of the PCT 
International Searching Authorities are inc luded within the PCT minimum 
doc umentati o n and consequently t his ser i es i s not a cont inuous o ne . " Such 
series should be indicated in the invento r ies of those countries as a 
continuous series accompani ed by a s uperscr ip t 'c' whi c h s ho uld be defined as 
given above in a new parag r aph 3(iii) t o be inserted in the introductory 
paragraphs to the i nve ntory. 

10. The Committee a l so noted that the n u mbe r s of documents i ssued by 
Australia in the pe riod 1~70-1~ 7 ~ and falli ng within the PCT minim um 
documentation would be added shortly when outstanding minor queries had bee n 
clarified by the Aus tra l ian Industrial Proper t y Office. 

11. Su bject to t he above , t he Commit t ee adopted the i nventory and agreed t o 
i ts publication i n the WIPO Handbook on Pate nt I nfor ma tion and Documentation. 
The Commit tee noted t hat the inventories as adopted wo uld be updated at the 
end o f 1~8 2 and eve r y three years t he r eafte r in accordance with the decis i on 
take n at its first session. 

Inve ntori es o f Sorted Col l ect ions of Paten t Document s According t o PCT Rule 
34 .l( c) (vi) (P r oject P 41) 

12 . The Committee noted that t he I nternational Bureau had recently 
distributed copies on COM microfiche of the inve ntories of so r ted collections 
of patent documents according t o PC'l' Rule 34 . l(c) (vi) i n r espect o f the paten t 
doc ume nts iss ued by Austria a nd Canada eo t hose Offices who had expressed a 
desire t o r eceive s uc h cop1es a nd wou ld s hortly i ssue , on COM microf iche , 
cop i es of an inventor y o[ s uch pate n c docume n t s i ssued by Au st r alia . The 
Comm1ttee al s o noted that the inve ntory would be updat ed at the end of 1~~2 
and every tnree y ears thereafter in accorda nce with t he decis i o n take n at its 
East session . 
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13. The International Bureau informed the Committee that, in principle, those 
inventories would be available, upon request and a t cost, to any member of the 
PCT Union in the form of either paper or COM microfiche copies , or recorded on 
magnetic tape, and requested interested Offices to inform the International 
Bureau accordingly. 

Inventories of English-lang uage Abstracts of Patent Documents According to PCT 
Rule 34.l(e) (Pro)ect P 42) 

14. The Committee noted with appreciation the study performed by the 
International Bureau following the request made by the Committee at its third 
session concerning the extent to which English-language abstracts of Japanese 
patent documents had been published since 1~70 by the Japanese Patent Office , 
Chemical Abstracts Service and Derwent Publications Li mited , which study was 
given in Annex ~ to project file P 42. 

15. The Committee agreed that the Japanese patent documents for which 
English-language abstracts had been published by the Japanese Patent Office, 
Chemical Abstracts Service or Derwent Publications Limited since 1~70 should 
be regarded as falling within PCT Rule 34.l(e). 

16. The Committee also agreed that one machine-readable inventory giving the 
publication number, kind of document code and, where available, symbols of the 
International Patent Classification, of the English-language abstracts 
referred to in the previous paragraph would be a useful reference tool e.g. 
for the PCT International Searching Authorities, but should be restricted to 
internal use by Offices . Accordingly the Committee requested t he 
International Bureau to prepare such an inventory. The Representative of 
Japan stated that his Office would discuss with the Japanese Patent 
Information Center (JAPATIC) whether machine-readable information concerning 
Patent Abstracts of Japan could be made available to the International Bureau 
for this purpose. 

17. The Committee finally agreed that a machine-readable inventory of 
English-language abs tracts of Soviet Union patent documents that had been 
generally available since 1~70 should also be prepared by t he International 
Bureau. 

Bringing Forward the Cut-off Year "1~20" Specified in PCT Rule 34.l{c) (i) 
(Pro ject P 225) 

18. The Committee no ted the study performed by the International Bureau 
concerning the age of citations given in Search Reports published under the 
PCT as given in project file P 225 and the conclusion contained therein t hat 
the question of whether the cut-off year "lY20 " specified in PCT Rule 
34.l(c) (i) warranted further study. 

1~. Tne Committee requested the International Bureau to invite Offices , by 
means of a Circular Letter, to comment, by March 31 , 1~82, upon that question 
in the light of that study or any other like study, e.g. as performed by the 
European Patent Office (published in World Patent Informat io n, Vol . 3, No. 2) 
and by the Japanese Patent Office (given in document PCT/TIM/ I / 4) or upon any 
other points considered relevant. The Committee further requested the 
International Bureau to present those comments, together with comments 
prepared by itself, to the next General Assembly of the PCT Union which would 
meet probably in May or June 1~82. 

PCT MINIMUM DOCUMENTATION: "NON-PATENT LITERATURE" 

List of .Periodicals Established Under PCT Rule 34 .l (b) ( iii) .(project p 43) 

20. The Committee endorsed the recommendations of the Planning Group 
concerning the list of periodicals established under PCT Rule 34.l(b) (iii) 
(except in so far as point ii(b) below was modified by the Committee), name l y 
that: 
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(i) before conclusions for amending the present minimum list of 
periodicals established under PCT Rule 34 . l(b) (iii) could be 
reached by the PCT International Searching Authorities (ISAs) , 
comparative data were required to determine which periodicals 
presently on the list did not yield a sufficient number or articles 
pertinent to the requirements of patent examination to Justify 
their retention on the list; 

(ii) the International Bureau be requested to 

(a) analyze the number of a r ticles selected during the year l~tll 
from all 16tl periodicals presently i ncluded on the list and 
for which bibliographic details are being published in the 
Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL); 

(b) request each of the ISAs and the International Preliminary 
Examining Authorities to provide a comprehensive list, 
including , if available , subscription costs , of all technical 
periodicals regularly used by them in their search and 
ex am i nation work ; 

(c) prepare a document , for consideration by the Planning Group 
in 1~82 , containing the findings of (a) and (b) above; 

(iii) amendments to the present list of periodicals should involve 
replacement of periodicals shown to give low yields rather than an 
increase in the total number of periodicals so as to minimize, as 
far as possible , the financial burden of subscriptions; 

(iv) Chemical Abstracts Service (periodical no . 16~) should be retained 
on the list; 

(v) those periodicals shown to give sufficient yields should be 
retained on the list even if they were also abstracted by Chemical 
Abstracts Service , but those periodicals shown to give low yields 
could be deleted from the list , particularly if they were also 
abstracted by Chemical Abstracts Service. 

21 . The Committee noted the updated list of period i cals established under PCT 
Rule 34.l(b) (iii) p r epared by the Internat i onal Burea u to take account of 
changes to t i t l es, publ i shers ' addresses and ISSN codes of those periodicals. 
The PCT International Searching Authorities , who were all represented in the 
session , unanimously approved that list , and noted that it would be published 
in an· ear l y issue of the PCT Gazette . 

Journal of Patent Associated . Literature (JOPALJ (Project P 44) 

22. The Committee noted that the International Bureau had published so far 
seven issues of the WIPO Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL) under 
the one- year trial period and expressed satisfaction with its contents and 
structure . The Committee also noted that a summary of those seven issues 
pub l ished so far snowed that 3317 selections had oeen made by the 12 
cooperating Offlces and that 37 periodicals out or the 16tl periodicals scanned 
had yielded no selections. 

23 . With regard to the publication of JOPAL by a commercial publisher , the 
Committee decided that it did not yet have sufficient information to enable a 
cho i ce to be made between the two bids received ; from the Japanese Institute 
of Invention and Innovation (JIII) and from Pergamon Press Limited . 
Accordingly , the Committee requested the International Bureau to submit to the 
Committee in good time before its next session a detailed study on the 
advantages and disadvantages of the possible courses of action that presented 
themselves to ensure the publication of JOPAL in the long term, and agreed 
that the one - year trial project should be extended until the next session of 
the Committee . 

24. Furthermore , the Committee noted that the bids received had not been in 
accord with the common conditions defined in paragraph 13 of the tender 
document annexed to WIPO Circular No. PCT 1~3 and decided that f u t: •:re bids 
should be considered only if they were in accord with the said paragraph. 
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25 . In making that decision , the Committee recognized the real benefits 
already experienced by Off1ces in the early regular publicatlon ~ of details of 
artic les se l ected as pertinent to the needs of patent examination which were 
the result of a very hlgh level of c ooperation be tween the Offices concerned 
and expressed its appreciation to those Off lces . 

NEXT SESSION 

26 . The Committee noted that its next session would take place jointly with 
the sixth session of tne PCPI, viz November 2~ to December 3 , l~H2. 

27 . Tnis report~ unanimously 
adopted ~ the Committee at ~ 
closing meeting ~ December 11 , l~tll . 

[ Annexes I and II fol l owj 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/ 
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 

( in the English alphabetical order of the names of th~ St~t~s)/ 
(dans l'ordre alphabetique anglais des noms des Etats) 

I . MEMBER STATES/ETATS MEMBRES 

AUSTRALIA/AUSTRALIE 

Mr. F.J. SMITH , Commissioner of Patents , Australian Patent Office, Canbe rra 

AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE 

Dr . J . FICHTE, Vice-President, Austrian Pa.tent Office, Vienna 

BRAZI L/BRESIL 

Mr. E. CORDEIRO , Second Secretary, Permanent Mission, Geneva 

DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE's REPUBLIC OF KOREA/REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DEMOCRATIQUE DE 
COREE 

Mr. G . W. JO , Attache , Permanent Mission, Geneva 

DENMARK/DANEMARK 

Mr . S . T. SIMONSEN, Senior Examiner, Pa tent Office, Copenhagen. 

FINLAND/FINLANDE 

Mrs. E. HAKLI, Head of Section , National Board of Patents and Regis tration , 
Helsinki 

FRANCE 

M. G. J . VIANES, Directeur , Institut national de la propriete industrielle , 
Par is 

M. J . C . COM8ALDIEU, Directeur adjoi nt, . Institut national de la propriete 
industrielle , Paris 

Mme M. VERDEROSA , Chef de la Division de la Documentation, des Publications 
et de l ' action regionale , Institut natiOJ.1al de la propriete indust-rielle , 
Paris 

Mme A. de PASTORS , Ingenieur en chef , Institut nati9nal de la propriete 
industrielle, Paris 

GERMANY , FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF/ALLEMAGNE, REPUBLIQUE FEDERALE D' 

Dr. E. HAUSSER, President, German Patent Office , Munich 

Mr . A. WITTMANN, Head of Department of Information , German Patent Office , 
Munich 

Mr . K. I. SARRE , Head of !PC Section, German Pa~ent · Office , Munich 

JAPAN/J APON 

Mr . K. HOSHIKAWA , Director, Documentation Division, Japanese Patent Office , 
Tokyo 

Mr. s . UEMURA , First Secre tary , Permanent Mi s sion, Geneva 
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Mr. J.C.H. PERIZONIUS , Vice President , Patent Office , Risjwijk (ZH) 

NORWAY/NORVEGE 

Mr. P.E . LILLEJORDET , Head of Division , Paten t Office , Osl o 

SOVIET UNION/UNION SOVIETIQUE 

Mr. V. I. KUKOLEV , Director, Patent Information Depar t ment , USSR State 
Committee for Inve ntions and Discoveries , Moscow 

Mr. V. I . BLINNIKOV , Director , VNIIGPE, USSR State Committee for Inventions 
and Discoveries , Moscow 

SWEDEN/ SUEDE 

Mr. L.G. BJORKLUND, Deputy Director General, Royal Patent and Registration 
Office , Stockholm 

Mr . J.E . BODIN , Head of Examining Division , Royal Patent and Registration 
Office , Stockholm 

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE 

M. E . CAUSS I GNAC , President des cnambres de recou r s , Office federal de la 
propriete intellectuell e, Berne 

UNITED KINGOOM/ROYAUME - UNI 

Mr. v .s . DODO , Superintending Examine r , The Patent Office , London 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/ETATS-UNIS O' AMERIQUE 

Mr. T .F . LOMONT , Director , Off 1ce of InternationaL Patent Class ification , 
Pate n t and Trademark Office , Was hi ngton o.c . 

II. MEMBER ORGANIZATION/01-<GANISATION MEMBRE 

EUROPEAN PATENT OFFI CE (EPO) /OFFI CE EUROPEEN DES bREVETS (OEB) 

M. A. VANDECASTEELE , Dir ec t eur principal , Classif i ca tion , Documentation , 
Statistiques , OEB, Direction gene rale 1, RijswijK (ZH) , Pay s -Bas 

M. R.J.F . BARE , Dir ecteur , OEB , Direction generale 1, RijswijK (ZH) , Pa ys- Bas 

III . SPECIAL OBSERVERS/OBSE RVA'rEURS SPECIAUX 

CANADA 

Mr . M. LEESTI , Director , Policy and Pr ogram Planning , Directorate of 
Intellectual Property, Department of Consumer and Corporate Affairs , Hull 

SPA! N/ESPAGNE 

M. E . GUTIERREZ GUI NEA , Dir ector del Depart ame nto de Informacio n 
Tecnologica , Hegistro de la Propiedad Industrial , Madrid 
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IV. OBSERVER STATES/ETATS OBSERVATEURS 

BULGARIA/BULGARIE 

Mr. I . KOTZEV , First Secretary, Permanent Mission , Geneva 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA/TCHECOSLOVAQUIE 

Mr. M. KOPCA , First Vice President , Office for Inventions and Discoveries , 
Prague 

Mrs . M. FORTOVA, Vice Director , Central Patent Library, Office for I nventions 
and Discoveries , Prague 

Mr . H. HRUSKOVIC , Head of Department, Office for Inventions and Discoveries, 
Prague 

.GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE ALLEMANDE 

Mr. H. KONRAD, Scientific Counsellor, Office for Inventions and Patents, 
Berlin 

POLAND/POLOGNE 

Mr. z. SOBCZYK , Vice- President , Patent Office, Warsaw 

PORTUGAL 

M. J. MOTA MAIA , Directeur general, Institut national de la propriete 
industrielle, Lisbonne 

M. R. SERRAO , Directeur des Services , Institut national de la propriete 
industrielle, Lisbonne 

V. OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS/ORGANISATIONS OBSERVATRICES 

ARAB INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION (AIDO) / ORGANISATION ARABE POUR LE 
DEVELOPPEMENT INDUSTRIEL (OADI) 

Mr . A. H. MEKKAWI , Director A.i. , Industrial Documentation and Information 
Department, AIDO , Baghdad, Iraq 

COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (CEC)/COMMISSION DES COMMUNAUTEES 
EUkOPEENES (CCE) 

Mr . H. KRONZ , Head of Division, CEC , Luxembourg 

Mr. H. BANK, Principal Administrator, CEC, Luxembourg 

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DE DOCUMENTATION (FID) 

Dr. J . STRAUS, Honorary Secretary, FID/PD , Munich , Federal Republic of Germany 

INTERNATIONAL PATENT DOCUMENTATION CENTER (INPADOC) / CENTRE INTEkNATIONAL DE 
DOCUMENTATION DE BREVETS 

Mr . G. QUARDA, Vice - Director, External Relations , INPADOC, V1enna, Austria 

PATENT DOCUMENTATION GROUP (PDG)/GROUPE DE DOCUMENTATION SUR LES BREVETS 

Mr. D. LIGTENBERG, Secretary, PDG , basel , Switzerland 
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VI. OFFICERS/BUREAU 

cnairman;President t M. G.J. VIANES , France 

First Vice- Chairman/ Mrs. E. HAKLI , Finland 
Premier vice - president t 

Second Vice - Chairman/ Mr . M. KOPCA , Czechoslovakia 
Deuxieme vice-presidentt 

Secretary/Secret airet Mr . P. HIGHAM , WIPO 

VII . INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF WIPO/ 
BUREAU INTERNATIONAL DE L ' OMPI 

Mr . P . CLAUS , Director, Classifications and Patent Informat i on Division 

Mr . P. HIGHAM , Head, Developing Countries Section , Classifications and Patent 
Information Division 

Mr . B. BARTELS , Head , Legal Section, PCT Division 

[Annex II follows/ 
L ' annexe II suit ] 
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AGENDA 

1. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the WIPO 
Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) 

2 . Adoption of the agenda of the session 

3. PCT Minimum Documentation: "Patents" 

(a) Inventory 1Y20 to 1Y7Y and Inventory of reported gaps 
therein in tne files of the PCT International Searching 
Authorities (project file PCPI/P 3~/7~ Rev . 2) 

(b) Inventories of sorted collections of patent documents 
according to PCT Rule 34 . l(c) (vi) 
(project file PCPI/P 41/7~ Rev.3) 

(c) Inventories of English-language abstracts of patent 
documents according to PCT Rule 34.l(e) 
(project file PCPI/P 42/7~ Rev . 3) 

(d) Bringing forward the cut-off year "1~ 20 " specified in 
PCT Rule 34.l(c) (i) (project file PCPI/P 225/82) 

4. PCT Minimum Documentation: " Non-patent Literature " 

5 . 

6 . 

(a) List of periodicals established under PCT 
Rule 34 . l(o) (iii) (project file PCPI/P 43/7Y Rev . 5) 

(b) Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL) 
(project file PCPI/P 44/7~ Rev.3) 

Next session 

Adoption of the report of the session . 

paragraph(s) 

5 

tl to 11 

12 and 13 

14 to 17 

18 and 19 

20 and 21 

22 to 25 

26 

27 

"[End of Annex II and of Document] 




