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Background of this document

L. At its seventh session, held in Geneva from November 1 to 8, 1976, the Patent
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) Interim Advisory Committee for Administrative Questions
(hereinafter referred to as "the Interim Committee") considered a draft of the
Guidelines for Publication under that Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and dis-
cussed, in this context, the question of the form of publication of the interna-
tional search report in relation with a proposal of the Secretariat of the

Interim Committee of the European Patent Organisation as contained in document
PCT/AAQ/VII/16.

2. The Interim Committee, in its session referred to above, had only a general
discussion on the subjects referred to above and decided to establish the PCT
Working Group on Guidelines for Publication and for Drawings (hereinafter referred
to as "the Working Group") mainly "for the purpose of assisting in the establish-
ing of the Guidelines for Publication and Guidelines for Drawings" (see document
PCT/AAQ/VII/19, paragraph 138).

3. In addition to that the Interim Committee noted that the majority of the mem-
bers represented at the session was in favor of referring the guestion of the form
of publication of the international search report and the proposal submitted by
the Secretariat of the Interim Committee of the European Patent Organisation to
the Working Group. However, taking into account the reservations expressed during
the discussions, the Interim Committee asked the Working Group to give priority

to its primary mandate concerning the draft Guidelines and to base its work first
on the existing international search report form before considering the modified
form contained in document PCT/AAQ/VII/16 as a possible alternative. The Interim
Committee decided, furthermore, that this study should not result in any delay in
the publication of the Administrative Instructions and the Forms once they had
been revised, taking into account the proposals of the Interim Committee at its
said seventh session.

4. The Working Group, in its session in Geneva from February 21 to 25, 1977,
discussed the question of the form of publication of the international search
report and analyzed the advantages and disadvantages of the two kinds of search
report forms contained respectively in documents PCT/AAQ/VII/9 (existing Interna-
tional Search Report Form--PCT/ISA/210) and PCT/AAQ/VII/l6 (proposal by the
Secretariat of the Interim Committee of the European Patent Organisation). The *
Working Group recognized that the use of Form PCT/ISA/210 for publication pur-
poses would lead to a duplication of the bibliographic data appearing on the front
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page of the pamphlet and that the elimination of duplicative material would allow
not only economies but also a more acceptable presentation of the material for the
user. At the same time, the Working Group recognized that the approach proposed
in document PCT/ARQ/VII/16 was not compatible with the requirements of the Regqu-
lations under the PCT and could therefore only be implemented after the necessary
amendments to the Regulations had been made.

5% In view of the foregoing considerations, the Working Group suggested that the
International Bureau undertake a study with the objective of presenting to the
Interim Committee, at its eighth session, an alternative version of the Interna-
tional Search Report Form, meeting the objectives of the proposal contained in
document PCT/AAQ/VII/16, and of submitting, at the same time, proposals with res-
pect to any amendments to the Regulations which would seem to be a necessary pre-
requisite for the adoption of that alternative version (see the report of the
session of the Working Group, document PCT/WG/GPD/I/7, paragraphs 49 to 53).

6. The study contained in the present document has been prepared by the Interna-
tional Bureau pursuant to the suggestion of the Working Group.

Study of the Form of Publication of the International Search Report

iz The present study has the objective of presenting an alternative Interna-
tional search Report Form which would provide, by comparison with the existing
Form, the following advantages identified by the Working Group as the objectives
of the proposal contained in document PCT/AAQ/VII/16:

(1) non-duplication, upon publication of the international search report,
of the information (bibliographic data and abstract) appearing on the front page
of the pamphlet;

(ii) savings in publication costs in terms oI the number of printed pages;

(iii) reduced volume of the pamphlet expressed in terms of the total number
of sheets to be printed; .

(iv) improved presentation of the information for the user.

8. In carrying out the present study the International Bureau has, however,
also taken into account the following considerations:

(a) While, on the one hand, it would be advisable to avoid the duplication
of some information between the front page of the pamphlet and the international
search report as published in the pamphlet, it would seem, on the other hand, that
the mere deletion of this information from the international search report, where
it is handled as a separate document, would represent a drastic reduction of the
information (specified in PCT Rules 43 and 44) exchanged between various authorities
(e.g., the communication to designated Offices under Article 20 would not, in
certain circumstances, include the text of the abstract as established by the
International Searching Authority).

(b) The parties concerned, namely the International searching Authority,
the International Bureau and the applicant, should deal with the same document;
this would avoid confusion in the communications between the parties when a
reference is made to "the international search report."

(c) The International Searching Authority should only be bound to prepare
one kind of international search report; this would permit avoidance of a con-
siderable amount of retyping and proofreading work; furthermore, it is highly
advisable to avoid any risk of discrepancy between the international search report
transmitted to the applicant and the international search report published as
a part of the pamphlet.

95 An attempt has been made to take into account the criteria set forth in para-
graphs 7 and 8 above in suggesting a single international search report form which
would contain the information provided for in PCT Rules 43 and 44 while lending
itself to a restriction of the publication to non-duplicative material (i.e.,
information not contained in the front page of the pamphlet). The suggested
international search report form would consist of a four sheet form organized in
such a way that the non-duplicative information, to be contained in the published
international search report, would appear on the last two sheets of the form
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(second sheet and supplemental sheet (2)). These two last sheets would be sepa-
rated from the form and reproduced for the purposes of publication. This suggested
four-sheet international search report form is illustrated in Annex A to the
present document.

10. The arrangement of the suggested international search report form is the
following:

(a) First sheet: Heading, bibliographic information required by PCT Rules
43 and 44 which also appears on the front page of the pamphlet (duplicative
information), title and abstract as established by the International Searching
Authority and an indication of whether certain claims were found unsearchable
and/or -unity of invention is lacking.

(b) Supplemental Sheet (1): Continuation of the text of the abstract, if
there is not enough room for the totality of the abstract on the first sheet (it
should be noted that the space provided on the first sheet for the text of the
abstract is sufficient for abstracts comprising 200 words, which is above the
preferred range set forth in PCT Rule 8.1(b); consequently, supplemental sheet (1)
would be used only in rare cases).

(c) Second Sheet: Heading "International Search Report" (repeated for the
purposes of publication), classification of the subject matter of the international
application, fields searched, documents considered to be relevant and certification.

(d) Supplemental Sheet (2): Observations where certain claims were found
unsearchable and observations concerning lack of unity of invention.

11. »such an arrangement would permit the inclusion in the international publi-
cation of the information contained in the second sheet and supplemental sheet (2)
of the international search report without retyping a particular form (the last
sheet and supplemental sheet (2) would merely be separated from the rest of the
search report and printed on a single sheet, recto-verso). Supplemental sheet (2)
would not be published, except where the questions of lack of unity of invention
and/or non-meaningful search are raised by the International Searching Authority.
The international search report published in the pamphlet would comprise one page
only except where these matters are raised. Since the Working Group suggested
that the drawings should be printed recto only, the international search report,
which follows the drawings, will be printed on a new sheet, either recto verso

if the guestions of lack of unity of invention and/or non-meaningful search are
raised, or recto only in the other situation.

12. It should be noted that the solution suggested above would require amendments
of the Rules of the Regulations under the PCT dealing with the publication of the
international application (i.e., PCT Rules 48.2 and 48.3(c)), whereas the Rules
establishing the contents of the international search report would not need to be
modified. The suggested amendments of Rules 48.2 and 48.3(c) are reproduced in
Annex B to the present document.

[Annexes follow]
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SAMPLE REVISED INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT
REFERRED TO IN PARAGRAPH 9

S5ince the PCT Forms annexed to the Administrative Instructions exist at
present only in English, the revised form of the International Search Report
contained in this annex is presented in that language.

SPECIMEN D'UN RAPPORT DE RECHERCHE INTERNATIONALE REVISE
MENTIONNE AU PARAGRAPHE 9

Les formulaires du PCT reproduits & titre d'annexe aux instructions admini-
stratives n'existant actuellement qu'en langue anglaise, la version revisée du
formulaire de rapport de recherche internationale illustrée & la présente annexe
est également présentée dans cette méme langue.



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

IDENTIFICATION OF INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION

Applicant's or Agent's File Reference 19

International Application No.1

International Filing Date !

Recelving Office 1

Priority Date Claimed 2

Applicant 1

1 D CERTAIN CLAIMS WERE FOUND UNSEARCHABLE 10 (Observations on supplemental sheet)

Il D UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 11 (Observations on supplemental sheet)

lil. TITLE, ABSTRACT AND FIGURE OF DRAWING

] Titte. [] Abstract,
[ Title.

D Abstract.

D Text of the abstract continued on a supplemental sheet

by this International Searching Authority has not expired. 7

[] Figure No...._______as suggested by the applicant, &
Figure No._ because:

D applicant failed to suggest a figure, ©
D this figure better characterizes the invention.

1. The following Indicated items are approved as submitted by the applicant: &

2, The texts established by this International Searching Authority of the following indicated items are set forth below ;

4, The figure of the drawings indicated below Is to be published with the abstract:

S.D This report is incomplete as far as the abstract is concerned as the time limit for comments by the applicant on the draft prepared

First Sheet




ABSTRACT (continued)

Supplemental Sheet (1)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

I. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER (if several classlfication symbols apply, indicate all) 3

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both National Classification and IPC

Il. FIELDS SEARCHED

Minimum Documentation Searched +

Classification System Classification Symbols

Documentation Searched other than Minimum Documentation
to the Extent that such Documents are Included in the Fields Searched &

1ll. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 14

Category * Citation of Document, 18 with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 17 Relevant to Claim No. 18

* Categories of cited documents: 15

upn . " "

"A" (document defining the general state of the art) 3 f:&?lihmaen"{h%ugpsi?ﬁ? dpar{grctlglmsc;)nternatmna: A
“E" ﬁ_arlier document but published later than the international “T" (later document published after the International filing date
iling date) or priority date and not in conflict with the application, but

“L" (document cited for other reasons) ic{&z?_lt}gn;mderstand the principle or theory underlying the

"0O" (document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or i .
other means) X" (document of particular relevance)

IV CERTIFICATION

Date of the Actual Completion of the International Search 2 Date of Mailing of this International Search Report 2

|
|
|
International Searching Authority 1 { Signature of Authorized Officer 2¢
|

Second Sheet



Vv D OBSERVATIONS WHERE CERTAIN CLAIMS WERE FOUND UNSEARCHABLE 10

This International search report has not been established In respect of certain claims under Article 17(2) (a) for the following reasons:

, because they related to subject matter 12 not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

1.[:] Claim numbers

2[ | Claim numbers._.......... , because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed require-
ments to such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out 13, specifically:

VL r__-' OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 11

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions In this inlernational application as follows:

1.D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable claims
of the international application.

2.D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers only
those claims of the International application for which fees were paid, specifically claims:

3.[:] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this inlernational search report is resiricted to
the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claim numbers:

Remark on Protest

[[] The additional search fees were accompanled by applicant's protest.
D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Supplemental Sheet (2)
[Annex B follows/

L'annexe B suit]
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Suggested Amendments to PCT Rules 48.2 and 48.3(c)

PCT Rule 48.2

T Item (v) of paragraph (a) shall read as follows:

"subject to paragraph (g), the international search report or the de-
claration under Article 17(2) (a); the publication of the international
search report in the pamphlet shall, however, not be reguired to include
the part of the international search report which contains only matter re-
ferred to in Rule 43 already appearing on the front page of the pamphlet,"

PCT Rule 48.3(c)

Insert in Rule 48.3(c) in the second line after "the international search
report" the words "to the extent it is published under Rule 48.2(a) (v)"

[EFnd of document]



