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ADDENDUM TO DOCUMENT PCT/AAQ/VIII / 5 

Communication received from the 
International Patent Institute (IIB ) 

The International Bureau has received the annexed letter , dated 
August 15 , 1977, from the International Patent Institute (IIB) , transmitting 
a report on its experience gained in using the European search report forms. 

[Annex follows] 
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INTERNATIONAL DES 

Mr.M . HADDRICK , 
Head PCT Section; 
WIPO, 

DREVETS 

32 ,C hemin des Colombe tte s , 
1211-GENEVE 20- SUISSE. 

- ----

RIJSWIJK (Z.H.), Ie August 1 5 ,1977. 

Dear Mr.Haddrick, 

At the meeti ng of t he Working Group on Guide lines 
for Publicat ion and for Drawings , h e l d from February 
21 to 25 ,1977, the I . I.B . was requested to submit a 
brief report on its experience gained in using the 
,european search report forms which report could be 
c onsidered by the AAQ at its forthcoming meeting. 

Pleas e find an n exed the r eport in question for trans­
mi ssion to the members of the AAQ. 

• 
Voorthuizen. 

Dep.Technical Director. 
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1. At the first session of the Working Gro up o n Guide lines 
for Publication and for Drawings, held from February 2 1 
to 25 ,1977 i n Ge neva, the I.I . B. was requested to submit 
to the PCT Interim Advisory Committee for Admi n istrat ive 
Questions for consideratio n at its autum n meeting, a brief 
report on t he experience gained in u sing sear ch report f orms 
of the european type to record t he results of the searche s 
performed for the dutch, french and s wiss patent of fice s . 

2 . It should be noted that str ictly s p ea kin g th e I.I.B.has not 
app l ied the european procedure but a very analogous one, based 
o n the euro pean s~arch gu ideli nes , s lightly modified to take 
into account the r e quirements of the national procedures of 
th e abovementioned na tio nal offices . In particular the publi­
ca tio n of the search report does not form part of the I . I . B . 's 
responsibil it ies. Therefore this report d eals on ly with the 
purely admi n istra tive aspects of the uti lisation of form s of 
the typ e referr ed to . 

3 . The main disadvantage of the intern a tional search report form 
as discussed at th e meeting of the Wo rking Group(PCT/ISA/ 2 10) 
is that i ts publication in the form as proposed leads to a 
duplication of data al ready appea ring on the f r ont page and 
t o the p ri nt ing of at l eas t two pages. This fact h as be e n re ­
cognized by the Working Group, see its repo rt (document PCT / WG/ 
PG D/ l /7 § 50) . 

4. This di sad vantage is ove rcome by the european procedure but 
as a con sequ en ce a differenc e in the lay- o u t and contents exists 
between the form to be fill ed o u t by the examiner a nd the form 
as it is se n t to the applicant and is published, which means 
that the t ypists nee d prec i se instructio n s as to what parts of 
t he exam iners ' manu script are t o be cop ied in the search report 
a nd what parts are to be c op ied in the accompa nying letter to 
the applicant(comparable to PCT/ISA/220, bu t with additional 
informa tion a s to un ity o f i n ventio n, sub jects not searched 
because excl uded from patentab ility or being obscur e , communi­
cations conce rn ing title , abstract and figu re to be published). 

5 . After having treated about 16 . 0 00 app lication s using the new 
forms, it ca n be stated that af t er a sho rt training period the 
typists and other admi n i stra tive s ta ff(totalling about . 30 persons) 
do not e xpe ri ence any difficulties in the u se o f forms of the 
european type , in particular not with the rearra n geme nt of the 
co n ten t s of the r eports written by the examiners. Instructio n s 
were . o n ly given -orally, wr i tten instructions we r e no t found 
necessary . 
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6 . In the course of th e " PCT test program" it wa s found that 
the use of t he p roposed PCT sear ch repo rt form did no t present 
particu l ar problems to the examiners having performed the test 
searches . The same conclusion can be drawn fr om the experience 
gained with the europe an forms. 
I n as far as problems arose these co ncerned mainly the inter­
pretation of the guidelines f o r filling o ut the fo r ms (Ch. X of 
par t B of the european guidelines, corresp onding mo re or l ess 
to Sections 503 to SOB of the PCT Administrative Instructions) 
One clear wis h was expressed by the examiners h o weve r, name ly 
to have a v a ilable on the manuscript form as mu c h sp ace as 
possible for the information which it is requir ed to record, 
so as to avoid the necessity for adding supplemental sheets. 
The use of separate forms f o r the examiners' manuscript and 
the sear c h r eport to be transmitted permit~ an easy adaptation 
of the first one to mee t such needs. 

7. An additional advantage of such a system with separate forms 
is that it also permit s an easy adaptation of the examiners ' 
manuscript form to internal requirements of the Office . 
This may be useful for example if it is desired to reco rd 
additional i nformati on ei t he r f o r future referen ce by examiners 
o r for admini s trative purposes or if it is desired to use the 
PCT form also for national searches . 

8. Although the international search report form to be transmitted 
to the applican t a n d t o the International Bureau must be manda­
tory, there appears to be no need for a mandatory examiners' 
ma n usc ript form, as t hi s form would cons titute a form f o r 
internal use in the I.S.A. only. 
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