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PHILIPPE BAECHTOLD

Philippe Baechtold, a national of Switzerland, is Director of the Patents and Innovation
Division at the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). His area of supervision
involves legal questions related to patent law (excluding the PCT), including utility models
and semiconductors, and, in particular, the development of international patent law, legal
and policy advice in the above areas and extends to work relating to innovation and
technology transfer.

Before joining WIPO, Mr. Baechtold has been working at the Swiss Federal Intellectual
Property Institute, first as a legal officer in the International Affairs Unit, then as Head of the
Patent Law Section, and finally as Acting Head of the Patent Department. As a
representative of Switzerland, he has attended expert meetings and negotiations on patent
law at WIPO, the European Patent Office and during the WTO TRIPS negotiations.
Mr. Baechtold is an attorney-at-law (faculty of law of the University of Berne (Switzerland)).

MARCO M. ALEMAN

Mr. Marco M. Aleman joined the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 1999
as a Senior Program Officer working at the Economic Development Bureau for
Latin America and the Caribbean. In 2006 he was designated Deputy Director of the
Division for Public Policy and Development. Actually is the Deputy Director of the Patent
and Innovation Division and Head of the Legislative and Policy Advice Section. Before
joining the Organization, Mr. Alemán was a fellow researcher at the Max Planck Institute in
Munich, Germany (1998) and Head of the Colombian Industrial Property Office (1995-
1998), after having completed five years of private practice on IP matters. Mr. Aleman is
the author of two books on IP (Andean Legal Framework on Trademarks, published in 1994
and Colombian National Legislation on Industrial Property, published in 1996) and several
articles on IP matters (trademarks, patents, international treaties and conventions,
technology transfer, among others). Mr. Aleman received his Law Degree (Javeriana
University, Bogotá 1991), Corporate Law Certificate (Javeriana University, 1993); a Master
at the University Alcalá de Henares (Madrid, Spain, 2005) where he is currently a Ph.D.
candidate.

YE MIN THAN

Mr. Ye Min Than, a national of Myanmar, is Senior Program Officer of the Regional Bureau
for Asia and the Pacific of WIPO. Having joined WIPO in early 2002, he is part of the team
that formulates, implements and manages technical assistance and capacity building
programs for promoting effective use of intellectual property for development in Asia and
the Pacific region. Prior to his current position, Mr. Than worked at the United Nations
Office at Geneva, Switzerland, for three years and also worked previously at WIPO from
1996 to 1997 at the Office of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).

Mr. Than holds Bachelor and Master of Arts degrees in International Relations and Law
from universities in Switzerland and Myanmar and also an advanced postgraduate diploma
in intellectual property law from the University of South Africa (UNISA).

JOSE MARIA A. OCHAVE

Jose Maria Ochave is Senior Vice President for Business Development & Legal at the
United Laboratories, Inc., Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila.
He holds a Bachelor of Science in Chemical Engineering (1986) from the University of the
Philippines, a Bachelor of Laws (1992) from the University of the Philippines, Diliman,
Quezon City, and a Master of Laws (1995) from the University of Michigan.
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He has published numerous papers in the Area of Health and Intellectual Property Law.
His most recent publications are: “United Laboratories, Inc. and the Production of
Antivirals”, presented at the ASEAN Meeting on Promoting Access to Antiviral Drugs and
Pandemic Influenza Vaccines, sponsored by the ASEAN Secretariat and the ASEAN Plus
Three Emerging Infectious Diseases Programme, 28 January 2010, Singapore; “the Role
of IP in a Business: How do IP Assets Fit into Business Strategy”, presented at the WIPO-
IPO-PCC Intellectual Property Training Workshop for Chambers of Commerce and
Business Support Institutions, sponsored by the WORLD Intellectual Property
Organization, 22 July 2009, Heritage Hotel, Pasay City.

ELIZABETH SIEW-KUAN NG

Elizabeth Siew-Kuan Ng is an Associate Professor of the Faculty of Law, National
University of Singapore (NUS); Barrister-at-Law of the Middle Temple, England; an
Advocate and Solicitor of the Supreme Court of Singapore. She holds a Bachelor of Laws
(Honors) from the University of London, England, and a Master of Laws (First Class) from
the University of Cambridge, England. She was awarded the Sweet & Maxwell Law prize
(1981) and the Faculty of Law prize (1983) from the University of London, as well as, the
Clough prize (1984) from the University of Cambridge.

Elizabeth has been teaching intellectual property law at the Law Faculty (NUS) since 1986.
She also teaches Biotechnology Law and Global Exploitation of IP. She was a consultant to
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) (Geneva, Switzerland) and tutor of
WIPO Worldwide Academy. She has also held appointments as visiting scholar to Max
Planck Institute of Intellectual Property (Munich, Germany) & US Court of Appeal for the
Federal Circuit (Washington DC, US), as well as, Team Leader (ICT section), EAIEL ICT
Research Network, University of Hong Kong, among others.

Her most recent publications are “The impact of the bilateral US-Singapore Free Trade
Agreement on Singapore’s post-TRIPS Patent Regime in the Context of Pharmaceuticals”
(2010) International Trade Law & Regulation, “Global health and development: patents and
public interest” (Chapter 4) in Pogge, Rimmer & Rubenstein, Incentives for Global Public
Health – Patent law an access to essential medicines (Cambridge University Press, 2010)
and “Immoral inventions: Interaction between ethics and biotechnology patent law” (2010)
Singapore Academy of Law Journal. She regularly gives opinions on IP to public & private
sector clients. She is a member of American IP Law Association (AIPLA) and International
Association for Advancement of Teaching and Research in IP (ATRIP); and Fellow of the
Cambridge Commonwealth Society, University of Cambridge, England.
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