
The webinar will begin in: 

3:002:302:001:301:000:300:00







Questions/concerns

patentscope@wipo.int



Agenda

Definitions

IPC statistics

IPC searches

CPC searches

More IPC-related tools

Q&A session



Definitions

IPC = International Patent Classification

The International Patent Classification (IPC), established 

by the Strasbourg Agreement 1971, provides for a 

hierarchical system of language independent symbols for 

the classification of patents and utility models according to 

the different areas of technology to which they pertain. A 

new version of the IPC enters into force each year on 

January 1.

https://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/classification/strasbourg/
https://www.wipo.int/patents/en/


Definitions

CPC = Cooperative Patent Classification

The Cooperative Patent Classification was initiated as a joint 

partnership between the USPTO and the EPO where the Offices have 

agreed to harmonize their existing classification systems (ECLA and 

USPC, respectively) and migrate towards a common classification 

scheme. 

The migration to CPC was developed based in large part on the 

existing European Classification System (ECLA) modified to ensure 

compliance with the International Patent Classification system (IPC) 

standards administered by the World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO).

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/about

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/about


IPC vs CPC

IPC CPC

Nb symbols ~80K over 250 K

Revision yearly quarterly

Languages EN + FR+ 

translations

English

PATENTSCOPE Yes Yes





IPC Statistics







IPC searches in PATENTSCOPE



Advantages of the IPC

Language independent

Terminology / ”jargon” independent

Standardized application to documents

Available for (old) patent documents

Concept search



Disadvantages of the IPC

Not available for all areas of technology

Not specific enough for particular searches

Not available for all documents

Complex 



Search strategies using IPC and CPC

A top-down approach in user’s preferred language

Scope refined based on identified IPC symbols & using 

CPC subdivisions of the IPC

Perform search in database with selected patent 

classification symbols



IC /  ICI / ICN

IC = International Classification

ICI = International Classification Inventive

ICN = International Classification Non-inventive



IPC search in PATENTSCOPE

Searching and Grouping now by complete IPC 

codes: 

D06F 1/06 will include by default 

D06F 1/08

1/10

1/16

IC_EX      ICI_EX    ICN_EX  = no subgroup







































Combined search

Retrieve results that are specific “G06K 9/00“ and date 

range: first 6 months of 2020





Caution

Use of (…) and […]

Use  of " … " 

(IC: A or B or C) 

AD:([01.06.2012 TO 24.06.2016]) AND IC:("A23B 4/00")









NPL 









Source: https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/index

https://www.cooperativepatentclassification.org/index










Collections - coverage

CPC imported from DocDB for PCT applications

59 national collections





Field: classif

Union of CPC + IPC

To cover old and new documents











IPC related tools



IPC publication platform (IPCPUB)

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub/

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub/




IPC publication platform (IPCPUB)

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub/

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub/




IPC publication platform (IPCPUB)

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub/

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/ipcpub/


Search



Next webinar

PATENTSCOPE: the basics 

September 21 or 23

To register: https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar/

https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar/


wipo.int/patentscope/en/webinar



Global Brand Database, Global Design Database

Webinars:

https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/branddb/webinar/index.html

https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/designdb/webinar/index.html

https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/branddb/webinar/index.html
https://www.wipo.int/reference/en/designdb/webinar/index.html
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