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What is the Madrid System? 

A one-stop shop for TM holders to 

obtain and maintain protection abroad 
 

An alternative to the national route 
 

A centralized filing and management 

procedure 



The first international trademark was registered 

in 1893 by Swiss Chocolate-maker 

The Swiss watchmaker Longines registered what is the 

oldest international trademark registration still in effect  



Legal Framework 

Madrid Agreement 1891 
 

Madrid Protocol 1989 
 

Common Regulations 
 

Administrative Instructions 
 

National laws 



Original Madrid Union – 1891 

\ 

 

9  Agreement only 

9  Members covering 9 countries 



Expansion of the Madrid Union 

1891 – 

1900 

1901 – 

1994 

1995 – 

2015 

Europe 7 28 40 

Asia – 8 26 

Africa 1 4 26 

America 1 1 5 

Oceania – – 2 



Madrid Union – January 2016 

 

42 Protocol only (including OAPI and EU) 

55 Agreement and Protocol 

97 Members covering 113 countries 



Non-resident applications by filing route 

WIPO Statistics Database, March 2015 



Non-resident applications by filing route 

WIPO Statistics Database, March 2015 



Trademark applications (Cambodia) 

WIPO Statistics Database, December 2015 

Resident – domestic filings 

Non-resident – filings coming in from other countries 

Abroad – filings going out to other countries 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

Resident 840 903 968 968 1,182

Non-Resident 3,129 3,664 4,200 4,886 3,706

Abroad 43 35 6 40 109
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Protecting trademarks (Cambodia) 

KH/32834/09 (KH) 

GREATGOAL CO., LTD 

Class 32 (Beer) 

WIPO Global Brand Database 

Domestic filing 

(resident) 

40201512621V  (SG) 

APSARA Rice (Cambodia) Co., LTD 

Class 30 (Rice) 

Filings going out to other 

countries (abroad) 

KH/25899/07 (KH) 

JCB Co., Ltd. 

Class 36 (Credit card services) 

Filings coming in from other 

countries (non-resident) 



  

2) abroad (direct filings) 

1) Resident 

(domestic filing) 

3) non-resident (direct filings) 

Protecting trademarks (before joining the 

Madrid System) 

Cambodian Applicant IP Singapore 

(IPOS) 

Japanese Applicant Cambodian Office 

(DIP) 



Cambodia joined the Madrid Protocol! 

http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/news/2015/news_0002.html 



Designations in registrations in 

Cambodia 
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WIPO Statistics Database, December 2015 

572 
In total 

designations 



A designation via the Madrid Route 



  

2) abroad (direct filings) 

3) non-resident (direct filings) 

4) application 

5) application 

Protecting trademarks (after joining the 

Madrid System) 

Cambodian Applicant Foreign Office 

(designated CP) 

Foreign Applicant 

DIP as an Office 

of origin 

DIP as an Office of 

the designated CP 

Local Office 

(Office of origin) 

1) Resident 

(domestic filing) 

notification 

notification 

transmission 

transmission 



Benefits for the Trademark owner 

– One stop solution – 

File one international application 
 

File in one language (E, F or S) 
 

Pay one set of fees in one currency 
 

Obtain one registration covering multiple territories 
 

Renew every 10 years with one procedure 
 

Manage your marks through one centralized system 



Benefits for the Government and 

Offices 

The designated Office can focus on substantive 

examination 

 

It promotes international trade by contributing to 

the opening of new markets and assisting in 

development of export 

 

It creates a more favorable climate for foreign 

investment in the internal market 



Benefits for local agents 

“Madrid route” is optional and it does not replace 

“direct route” 
 

Applicants would need the services of local 

agents at filing stage or at post-registration stage  
 

Increased designations will create more 

business opportunities 
 

Post-registration activity may compensate for 

any reduction in local filing activity 



“We have less filing work, but there is a lot 

more provisional refusal work derived from 

the Madrid System” 

Mr. Alonso Camargo, a partner at Olivares in Mexico City 

World Trademark Review (Issue 54) 



 

 

Thank you  

 


