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WIPO 

“To lead the 

development of a 

balanced and effective 

international intellectual 

property (IP) system that 

enables innovation and 

creativity for the benefit 

of all.” 

MISSION STATEMENT 



Facts about WIPO 

MEMBER STATES: 189 

OBSERVERS: more than 390 (NGOs, IGOs, industry 

groups, etc.) 

STAFF: more than 1200  

ADMINISTERED TREATIES: 26  

MAIN BODIES: General Assembly, CC, WIPO Conference 



 WIPO AROUND THE WORLD 

Geneva HQ 
Japan China 

Singapore 

Brazil 

USA 

Russia 

WIPO main offices 



WIPO: Service and Development oriented 

(1) (2) (3) 



Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances 

Marrakesh Treaty for Persons who are Blind  

1. Normative Developments 



WIPO 
Arbitration 

and 
Mediation 

Center 

Hague 
System 

(Industrial 
Designs) 
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Patent 
Cooperation 

Treaty 
(Patents) 

2. Provider of Premier Global IP Services 



3. Global IP Infrastructure 

Repositories  

of  

Information 

Platforms 

Treatment  

of  

Information 



The Economics and Statistics Division 

The Division applies Statistic and 

Economic Analysis to the use of 

WIPO services. 

This structure also improves 

WIPO economic insight on IP 

Development.  

Reflects the Growing 

Consensus on the 

importance of the 

Economic 

Dimension of IP 



 

 

 

STATISTICS AND ECONOMIC STUDIES 

 

The PCT Yearly Review, the Madrid 

Yearly Review and The Hague Yearly 

Review: 

 

The WIPO IP Facts and Figures 

  

World Intellectual Property Indicators 

(WIPI)  

 

WIPO IP Statistics Data Center 

http://ipstatsdb.wipo.org/ipstatv2/ipstats/

patentsSearch 

 

The Global Innovation Index 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ipstatsdb.wipo.org/ipstatv2/ipstats/patentsSearch
http://ipstatsdb.wipo.org/ipstatv2/ipstats/patentsSearch
http://ipstatsdb.wipo.org/ipstatv2/ipstats/patentsSearch
http://ipstatsdb.wipo.org/ipstatv2/ipstats/patentsSearch


Country Profile 



The Global Innovation Index 

 1. SWITZERLAND 

 2. SWEDEN 

 3. UNITED KINGDOM 

 4. NETHERLANDS 

 5. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 6. FINLAND  

 7. HONG KONG (CHINA)  

 8. SINGAPORE  

 9. DENMARK  

10. IRELAND 

11. CANADA 

12. LUXEMBOURG 

13. ICELAND 

14. HONG KONG (CHINA) 

30. PORTUGAL 

 1. SWITZERLAND 

 2. UNITED KINGDOM 

 3. SWEDEN 

 4. FINLAND  

 5. NETHERLANDS 

 6. UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

 7. SINGAPORE  

 8. DENMARK  

 9. LUXEMBOURG 

10. HONG KONG (CHINA) 

11. IRELAND  

12. CANADA 

13. GERMANY 

14. NORWAY  

30. PORTUGAL 

RANKING 2015  RANKING 2016 



Strengths Weaknesses 

Business environment Gross capital formation, % GDP 

Ease of Starting Business 

 

Ease of getting credit 

 

Gov’t expenditure/pupil, secondary,  

% GDP/cap . 

Investment 

 

Environmental performance Innovation linkages 

Scientific & technical articles/bn PPP$ GDP GERD financed by abroad, % 

 

ISO 9001 quality certificates/bn PPP$ GDP High-tech imports less re-imports, % total 

trade 

 

FDI net outflows, % GDP 

 

Research talent, % in business enterprise 

The Global Innovation Index 



IP filings and Economic Growth 

from 1998 to 2013 



 

• Twitter: @wipo 
 

• WIPO Magazine 

www.wipo.int/wipo_magazine/en/ 
   

• WIPO Wire: 

 www.wipo.int/newsletters/en 
 

• Press releases 

www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/  
 

 

 

 

Follow us 

 





The Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)  

and its advantages for business 

Speaker:   Christine Bonvallet, Senior Legal Officer, 

 PCT Legal Division 

 

 
Coimbra, Portugal 

February 15, 2017 

 



Seeking patents multinationally: 

traditional patent system (“Paris Route”)  

vs. PCT system 
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Traditional patent system: “Paris Route” 

Local patent application followed within 12 months by 

multiple foreign applications claiming priority under Paris 

Convention: 

■ multiple formality requirements 

■ multiple searches 

■ multiple publications 

■ multiple examinations and prosecutions of applications 

■ translations and national fees required at 12 months 

Some rationalization because of regional arrangements: 

ARIPO, EAPO, EPO, OAPI 

0 12 

File application 

locally 

(months) File applications 

abroad 

 

1 country = 1 filing 



The PCT system 
Chapter I 

(months) 

Enter 

national 

phase 

12 0 

30 
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and written 
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International 

publication 
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application 
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International 

Preliminary 
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File demand 
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(optional) 

19 

File  PCT  

application 

Typically filed in same 

national patent office--one 

set of fees, one language, 

one set of formality 

requirements--and legal 

effect in all PCT States 

Typically a national 

patent application in 

the home country of 

the applicant 
Report on state of 

the art (prior art 

documents and their 

relevance)  

+ initial patentability 

opinion 

Disclosing to world 

content of application 

in standardized way 

Request an additional 

patentability analysis on  

basis of amended application 

Express intention 

and take steps to 

pursue to grant in 

various states 

22 



Paris route vs. PCT national phase 

* 



=PCT 

Albania   

Algeria   

Angola 

Antigua and Barbuda  

Armenia   

Australia   

Austria   

Azerbaijan   

Bahrain  

Barbados   

Belarus   

Belgium   

Belize   

Benin   

Bosnia and Herzegovina  

Botswana  

Brazil   

Brunei Darussalam 

Bulgaria   

Burkina Faso   

Cambodia 

Cameroon   

Canada   

Central African Republic  

Chad 

Chile 

China  

Colombia  

Comoros  

Congo 

   

Costa Rica   

Côte d'Ivoire   

Croatia   

Cuba   

Cyprus   

Czech Republic   

Democratic People's  

   Republic of Korea  

Denmark   

Djibouti  

Dominica 

Dominican Republic  

Ecuador 

Egypt 

El Salvador 

Equatorial Guinea  

Estonia   

Finland   

France,   

Gabon 

Gambia 

Georgia  

Germany 

Ghana  

Greece  

Grenada  

Guatemala 

Guinea  

 

 

 

Guinea-Bissau   

Honduras 

Hungary  

Iceland  

India   

Indonesia  

Iran (Islamic Republic of) 

Ireland   

Israel   

Italy   

Japan   

Kazakhstan  

Kenya 

Kuwait  

Kyrgyzstan 

Lao People’s Dem Rep. 

Latvia   

Lesotho  

Liberia  

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 

Liechtenstein  

Lithuania  

Luxembourg  

Madagascar 

 

 

  

Malawi  

Malaysia 

Mali   

Malta 

Mauritania   

Mexico   

Monaco   

Mongolia   

Montenegro 

Morocco   

Mozambique   

Namibia  

Netherlands   

New Zealand 

Nicaragua 

Niger 

Nigeria 

Norway 

Oman 

Panama 

Papua New Guinea 

Peru 

Philippines  

  

   

 

Poland 

Portugal 

Qatar 

Republic of Korea  

Republic of Moldova  

Romania   

Rwanda 

Russian Federation  

Saint Lucia   

Saint Vincent and 

      the Grenadines  

San Marino 

Sao Tomé e Principe 

Saudi Arabia 

Senegal   

Serbia 

Seychelles 

Sierra Leone   

Singapore   

Slovakia   

Slovenia   

South Africa   

Spain   

Sri Lanka   

Sudan   

Swaziland 

St. Kitts and Nevis 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Tajikistan  

Thailand 

The former Yugoslav   

     Republic of Macedonia  

Togo   

Trinidad and Tobago  

Tunisia 

Turkey   

Turkmenistan   

Uganda   

Ukraine   

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom   

United Republic of Tanzania  

United States of America  

Uzbekistan   

Viet Nam   

Zambia 

Zimbabwe 

PCT Coverage:  151 States Recent 

accessions: 

    Kuwait 

    Djibouti 

    Cambodia 



UN Member States not yet in PCT 
Afghanistan 

Andorra* 

Argentina** 

Bahamas 

Bangladesh 

Bhutan 

Bolivia 

Burundi 

Cape Verde 

Democratic Republic of 

Congo 

Eritrea 

Ethiopia 

Fiji 

Guyana 

Haiti 

Iraq 

Jamaica 

 

Jordan* 

Kiribati 

Lebanon 

Maldives 

Marshall Islands 

Mauritius 

Micronesia 

Myanmar 

Nauru 

Nepal 

Pakistan 

Palau 

Paraguay** 

Samoa 

Solomon Islands 

Somalia 

South Sudan 

Suriname* 

 

Timor-Leste 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 

Uruguay** 

Vanuatu 

Venezuela 

Yemen 

 

(42) 

*preparing to accede **PCT discussions ongoing 



PCT Applications 

2015: 218,000 (+1.7%) 

WIPO Chief Economist predicting +3.3% in 2016 
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International applications received in 
2015 by country of origin  

■ 26+% originating in US 

■ 75% from top 5 countries; 92+% of filings from top 15 countries 

■ PCT applications filed by applicants from 132 countries 

■ Very close to having 80% of UN member countries in the PCT 

US: -6.7% 

JP: +4.4% 

CN: +16.8% 

DE: +0.5% 

KR: + 11.5% 

FR: + 2.6% 

GB: + 0.8% 

NL: + 3.6% 

CH: +4.4% 

SE: -1.4% 

IT: +0.8% 

CA: -7.2% 

AU: + 1.7% 

IL: + 7.4% 

FI: -12.1% 



PCT use in PT 
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■ Joined PCT effective November 24, 1992 

■ 161 PCT applications filed by PT applicants in 2015 

with RO/PT  



 

 
Most businesses worldwide which seek and use patents wish to:  

 

■ control costs while preserving options 

■ make informed business decisions  

■ use the best tools available when seeking protection 

 

 

 The PCT responds to these objectives 

The PCT… and business 



1. postpones the major costs associated with 

internationalizing a patent application  

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 Certain PCT Advantages 



Traditional patent system  

vs.  

PCT system 
Fees for: 

--translations 

--Office fees 

--local agents 
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application 
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International  
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--translations 

--Office fees 
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1. postpones the major costs associated with 

internationalizing a patent application 

 

2. provides a strong basis for patenting decisions 

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 Certain PCT Advantages 



Documents 

relevant to whether 

or not your 

invention may be 

patentable 

Symbols indicating 

which aspect of patentability  

the document cited is 

 relevant to (for example, 

novelty, inventive step, etc.) 

The claim numbers 

in your application to 

which the document is 

relevant 

Example:  PCT International Search Report (PCT/ISA/210) 

http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/pct/en/forms/isa/isa210.pdf


Example:  PCT Written opinion of the International 

Searching Authority (PCT/ISA/237) 

Patentability 

assessment of claims 

Reasoning 

supporting the 

assessment 

http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/pct/en/forms/isa/isa237.pdf


International Searching Authorities (22) 
AU – Australia 

AT – Austria 

BR – Brazil 

CA – Canada 

CL – Chile  

CN – China 

EG – Egypt  

ES – Spain 

FI – Finland 

IN – India  

IL – Israel 

JP – Japan 

 

 

KR – Republic of Korea 

RU – Russian Federation 

SE – Sweden 

SG – Singapore 

UA –  Ukraine  

US – United States of America 

EP – European Patent Office 

XN – Nordic Patent Institute (Denmark, 
Iceland, Norway) 

XV – Visegrad Patent Institute (Czech 
Republic, Poland, Hungary and Slovakia)  

TR – Turkish Patent Institute (appointed in 
October 2016, not yet operational)  

 *  Office of filing (Receiving Office)  decides  on which ISAs is/are available 



Choice of RO(s), language(s) of filing 

and ISA(s), PT applicant(s)) 

  Receiving Offices RO/PT RO/EP* RO/IB*

 (INPI) (EPO) (WIPO) 

 

  Filing language(s) English, English, Any  

 French, French, language 

 German, German 

 Portuguese   

 

  ISA(s) EP  EP  EP 
______________________ 

  
* See applicable national law restrictions to residents, 

unless priority of an earlier PT application is claimed 

 

http://www.wipo.int/pct/guide/en/gdvol1/annexes/annexc/ax_c_pt.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/pct/guide/en/gdvol1/annexes/annexc/ax_c_ep.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/pct/guide/en/gdvol1/annexes/annexc/ax_c_ib.pdf


1. postpones the major costs associated with 

internationalizing a patent application 

2. provides a strong basis for patenting decisions 

3. harmonizes formal requirements 

 

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 Certain PCT Advantages 



Harmonization of formal requirements 

PCT Applicant’s Guide, paragraph 4.011: “There is a 

prescribed form for the international application. This form 

must be accepted by all designated Offices for the purposes 

of the national phase, so that there is no need to comply 

with a great variety of widely differing formal requirements in 

the many countries in which protection may be sought.” 

 

PCT Article 27(1): “No national law shall require 

compliance with requirements relating to the form or 

contents of the international application different from or 

additional to those which are provided for in this Treaty and 

Regulations.” 

 



1. postpones the major costs associated with 

internationalizing a patent application 

2. provides a strong basis for patenting decisions 

3. harmonizes formal requirements 

4. protects applicant from certain inadvertent errors 

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 Certain PCT Advantages 



Protection from inadvertent errors 

■ invited corrections of defects & fee payments 

■ non-competent receiving Office 

■ double formality review 

■ restoration of the right of priority  

■ missing parts/incorporation by reference 

■ rectification of obvious mistakes 

■ excuse of national phase entry delay 

 



1. postpones the major costs associated with 

internationalizing a patent application 

2. provides a strong basis for patenting decisions 

3. harmonizes formal requirements 

4. protects applicant from certain inadvertent errors 

5. evolves to meet user needs 

6. is used by the world’s major corporations, universities 

and research institutions when they seek multinational 

patent protection   

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 Certain PCT Advantages 



Distribution of PCT Applicants in 2015 

Businesses

Individuals

Universities

Government and
Research Institutions

Top Applicants 
 

•   Businesses: Huawei Technologies CN – 3,898 applications published  

•   Universities:  University of California US – 361 applications published 

•   Government and Research Institutions – Commissariat à l’Énergie 

         Atomique et aux Énergies Alternatives FR – 409 applications published 

 



Top PCT Applicants 2015* 
1. Huawei Technologies—CN (3,898)**     +450 

2. Qualcomm—US (2,442) 

3. ZTE—CN (2,155) 

4. Samsung—KR (1,683)                          +300, up from #11 

5. Mitsubishi Electric—JP (1,593) 

6. Ericsson—SE (1,481) 

7. LG Electronics—KR (1,457)                 +320, up from #16 

8. Sony—JP (1,381)                                 +400, up from #21 

9. Philips—NL (1,378) 

10. Hewlett-Packard—US (1,310)              +485, up from #25 

11. Siemens—DE (1,292)  

12. Intel—US (1,250) 

13. Bosch—DE (1,247) 

14. Boe Technology—CN (1,227) 

15. Toyota—JP (1,214) 

16. Panasonic—JP (1,185) 

17. Hitachi—JP (1,165) 

18. Halliburton—US (1,121) 

19. Sharp—JP (1,073) 

20. Tencent Technology—CN (981) 

() of published 

PCT applications 

**more than 15 

per WIPO working 

day 

*48,539 total PCT 

applicants in 2015  

2015: 

 85% businesses 

 8% individuals 

 5% universities 

 2% government and 

research institutions 

20% of PCT 

applicants were 

responsible for more 

than 80% of the 

published applications 



Top University PCT Applicants 2015 
1. University of California (US) 

2. MIT (US) 

3. Johns Hopkins (US) 

4. University of Texas (US) 

5. Harvard University (US) 

6. University of Michigan (US) 

7. University of Florida (US) 

8. Tsinghua University (CN) 

9. University of Tokyo (JP) 

10. Stanford University (US) 

11. Seoul National University (KR) 

12. Peking University (CN) 

13. Columbia University (US) 

14. Isis Innovation Limited (GB) 

15. Cornell University (US) 

16. University of Pennsylvania (US) 

17. Kyoto University (JP) 

18. Korea University (KR) 

19. CalTech (US) 

20. Danemarks Tekniske Universitet (DK) 



Top PCT PT Applicants 2015 

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/profile.jsp?code=PT  

http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/profile.jsp?code=PT
http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/country_profile/profile.jsp?code=PT


PCT Testimonial: Inventor 

Professor Shuji Nakamura—co-winner of 

the 2014 Nobel Prize for Physics for his 

work on blue LED technology—is quoted in 

a December 2014 WIPO Magazine article:  

“… The PCT is critical for these early stage  

technologies because it gives us the opportunity to 

protect our patents globally while allowing the market 

and the technology to mature further before 

determining which countries might be most valuable 

to commercial partners.” 

 



Nokero (produces solar-powered lights which replace kerosene lamps and 

candles used in developing and least -developed countries--it has so far 

distributed over 1.4 million lights in 120 countries and won a United States 

Patent and Trademark Office's Patents for Humanity Award) 

Source: WIPO Magazine, February 2016 

 PCT Testimonial: Start-up 

“When it comes to patenting, because we operate in so many 

different markets, we use WIPO’s Patent Cooperation Treaty 

(PCT). Every start-up has limited funds and the PCT is a great 

mechanism for delaying patent filing costs, allowing time to test 

the market and overcome any unforeseen technical problems. 

Without the PCT, protecting an invention in international 

markets would be a high-risk strategy with huge upfront costs.” 

 



PCT Testimonial: Large Company 
Qualcomm: 

■ Started in 1985 with 7 people 

■ Today more than 170 offices in more than 40 

countries, and 33,000 employees 

■ $25.3 billion in revenue in FY 2015 

■ #2 user of PCT in 2015: 2442 PCT applications 

published 

 

 

“Over the past 25 years, Qualcomm has been one of the largest users of 

the PCT system. To date we have filed more than 9,000 patent 

applications. International patent applications are important to the 

protection of innovations around the globe. The PCT helps put 

innovation into practice by providing a simple and cost-effective way to 

file international patent applications. The PCT is critical for Qualcomm 

because we are, above all, an innovation company.…[PCT] has been a 

vital partner in the success of our company and the growth of the 

wireless industry.” CEO Paul Jacobs, 2011 



1. postpones the major costs associated with internationalizing a 

patent application 

2. provides a strong basis for patenting decisions 

3. harmonizes formal requirements 

4. protects applicant from certain inadvertent errors 

5. evolves to meet user needs 

6. is used by the world’s major corporations, universities and 

research institutions when they seek multinational patent 

protection 

7. can result (if PCT reports are positive) in accelerated national 

phase processing (PCT-PPH)    

The PCT, as the cornerstone of the international patent system, 

provides a worldwide system for simplified filing and processing 

of patent applications, which— 

 

 Certain PCT Advantages 



Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) and PCT 

Accelerated examination in the national phase based on a positive 

work product of an International Authority (written opinion of the ISA or 

the IPEA, IPRP (Chapter I or II)) 

Conditions:   

At least one claim has been determined by the ISA or the IPEA to 

meet the PCT criteria of novelty, inventive step and industrial 

applicability;  and  

ALL the claims must sufficiently correspond to the claims deemed 

to meet the PCT criteria (they are of the same or similar scope or 

they are of narrower scope than the claims in the PCT application) 

Global PPH and PCT: 

Introduction of Global PPH Pilot in January 2014 

Single set of qualifying requirements that simplifies the existing 

PPH network so that it is more accessible for users 

 



Various PCT services  

New ISAs/IPEAs: ISA/XV (‘15) and ISA/TR (‘16) 

PCT Highlights 

PCT Direct 

Licensing availability 

ePCT 

Third Party Observations 

PATENTSCOPE  

WIPO Pearl 

Arbitration and Mediation Center Fee Reductions 

PCT training options 

WIPO GREEN 

 

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/highlights/
http://www.epo.org/law-practice/legal-texts/official-journal/2014/09/a89.html
https://pct.wipo.int/ePCT
http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/search/en/structuredSearch.jsf
http://www.wipo.int/reference/en/wipopearl
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/calculator/adr.jsp
https://www3.wipo.int/wipogreen/en/


Indication of availability for license 
PCT applicants can indicate in relation to their published 

applications that the invention is available for license 
How? Applicants may submit a “licensing request” (see PCT Form PCT/IB/382) 

directly to the IB 

When? At the time of filing or within 30 months from the priority date 

Free of charge 

Applicants can file multiple licensing requests or update previously submitted 

ones (within 30 months from the priority date); such requests may be revoked by 

the applicant at any time, that is, also after 30 months from the priority date 

Submitted licensing indications made publicly available after 

international publication of the application on PATENTSCOPE 

under “Bibliographic data” tab with a link to the submitted 

licensing request itself 

International applications containing such licensing indication 

requests can be searched in PATENTSCOPE 

Most use thus far from universities/research institutions 
 

http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/pct/en/forms/ib/editable/ed_ib382.pdf


ePCT 

WIPO online portal that provides PCT Services for both 

applicants and Offices  

User interface available in all (10) PCT publication languages 

Provides secure and direct electronic access to/interaction 

with International Bureau’s PCT application files by 

applicants/agents 

Applicants/agent can conduct most PCT transactions 

electronically with the International Bureau 

30’000 users (5’000 very active in Private Services) in over 

100 countries (e.g. US, CA, AU, TR, IN, SE, FI and BR), 67 

offices 

ePCT-Filing: -based electronic filing of new PCT applications 

42 ROs accepting ePCT Filings  

More information: https://pct.wipo.int/ePCT 

 

 

https://pct.wipo.int/ePCT
https://pct.wipo.int/ePCT


3rd Party Observation System 

Allows third parties to submit prior art observations relevant 

to novelty and inventive step as to published PCT 

applications 
Goal: Improve patent quality--give national offices (and PCT Authorities) 

better/more complete information on which to base their decisions 

Web-based system using in PATENTSCOPE or via ePCT 

public services 

Free-of-charge 

Submissions possible until the expiration of 28 months from 

the priority date 

Applicants may submit comments in response to submitted 

observations until the expiration of 30 months from the 

priority date 

Anonymous submission of third party observations possible 

 



PCT training options 
29 PCT training videos on WIPO’s Youtube channel and 
WIPO’s PCT page 

PCT distance learning course content available in the 10 
PCT publication languages 

PCT webinars  

providing free updates on developments in PCT 
procedures, and PCT strategies—previous webinars 
are archived and freely available 

upon request also for companies or law firms, for 
example, for focused training on how to use ePCT  

In-person PCT seminars and training sessions  

Advanced PCT Seminar on WIPO premises (in Fall) 

 

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/training/index.html
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/distance_learning/index.html
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/seminar/webinars/index.html
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/seminar/basic_1/index.html


For further information about the PCT, see 

            http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/  

For general questions about the PCT, contact the PCT 

Information Service at: 

 
Telephone: (+41-22) 338 83 38  

Facsimile: (+41-22) 338 83 39  

E-mail: pct.infoline@wipo.int   

 

  

 

  

PCT Resources/Information 

http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/
http://www.wipo.int/pct/en/


Questions?  

 

Thank you for your attention ! 

 
Christine Bonvallet 

Senior Legal Officer 

PCT Legal Affairs Section -- PCT Legal Division 

+ 41 22 338 70 67 

+ 41 22 910 00 30 

Christine.Bonvallet@wipo.int  

 

mailto:Christine.Bonvallet@wipo.int




 

The Madrid System 
International Registration of Trademarks 

The Lisbon System 
International Registration and Protection for Appellations of Origin and Geographical Indications 

 

Speaker:  Lucy Headington-Horton, Senior Legal Officer, Brands and 

Designs Sector, Madrid Registry, Legal Division 

 

 Coimbra, Portugal 

February 15, 2017 

 



The Madrid System for the 

International Registration of Marks 

 



It begins with a product and  

a trademark and a plan to export… 



Protection Options 

Then a choice must be made regarding the best way to 
protect your trademark(s) abroad: 

 

The national route: file trademark application(s) with the 
Trademark Office of each country in which you want 
protection 

 

The regional route: apply through a regional system with 
effect in all member states (ARIPO, Benelux Trademark 
Office, EUIPO and OAPI) 

 

The international route: file through the Madrid System 



The International Route 

The International route through the Madrid System may be 

the preferred option when you: 

 

Seek protection in multiple markets, particularly if these 

are in different regions 

Want flexibility to add new markets as your export plans 

develop 

Have limited budget and/or time to spend on registration 

and management of your trademarks 



The Madrid System is convenient 

Access to a centralized filing and management system (a 

one-stop shop for trademark holders to obtain and 

maintain trademark protection in export markets). 

 

File one application, in one language and pay one set of 

fees for protection in multiple markets 

 

Expand protection to new markets as your business 

strategy evolves 

 

 



The Madrid System is Cost-effective 

An international application is the equivalent of a bundle 

of national applications, effectively saving time and 

money 

 

Avoid paying for translations into multiple languages or 

working through the administrative procedures of 

multiple IP offices 

 



The Madrid System Offers Broad Coverage 

Protect your trademark/s simultaneously in the 114 territories covered 

by the 98 members of the System 

Access markets that represent in excess of 80% of world trade, with 

potential for expansion as membership grows 

Recent accessions: 

2013: India, Rwanda and Tunisia 

2014:  OAPI and Zimbabwe 

2015: Cambodia: Algeria, The Gambia, Lao PDR 

2016:  Brunei Darussala 

Future accessions 

ASEAN countries 

Latin America and Caribbean countries 

African countries 

Arabic region 



98 members* (including EU and OAPI)  

covering 114 countries 

Members of the Madrid System 

*All are party to the Protocol, the governing 

treaty, while 55 are also party to the Agreement 



How the Madrid System Works 

The International Trademark Registration Process 

 



Fees payable to WIPO in Swiss francs 

 

Basic fee* includes 3 classes of goods/services 

653 Swiss francs - b/w reproduction of mark 

903 Swiss francs - color reproduction of mark 

 

Fees for designating Contracting Parties (DCP): 

Standard fees: Complementary (100 Swiss francs per DCP and 
supplementary (100 Swiss francs per class beyond 3) 

   OR 

Individual fees where this is declared  

 

* Applicants from LDCs benefit from 90% reduction of the basic fee 

 

Costs 



Key Features of the Madrid System 

One registration covering multiple territories  

Fixed time limit for refusal – 12 or 18 months 

WIPO examines only for formalities 

Expand protection to new export markets (subsequent 

designations) 

Centralized management of portfolio 

Dependency and transformation 

 

 

 

 



International Applications 
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General Profile  2015 

51,938 International Registrations 

Average Number of Designations 6.75 

Average Number of Classes 2.49 

Average Fee CHF 3,102 

All Fees 68% < CHF 3,000 



Top 20: Countries of Origin 

    



Top 20: Designations 

   



Top Applicants  

# Name Origin Applications 

1 NOVARTIS Switzerland 197 

2 LIDL Germany 152 

3 L'ORÉAL France 130 

4 PHILIPS Netherlands 126 

5 RICHTER GEDEON NYRT Hungary 124 

6 

BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM 

PHARMA Germany 90 

7 APPLE USA 85 

8 DAIMLER Germany 83 

9 BIOFARMA France 81 

10 GLAXO GROUP  United Kingdom 68 



Portugal’s Top Filer 2016 

HELIFLEX TUBOS E MANGUEIRAS. S.A 

(Increase from 1 application filed in 2015, to 19 applications 

filed in 2016) 



Portugal 

Member of Madrid Agreement/Protocol since 1893/1997 

Portugal ranks 27th (189 filings) in 2016 

Total of active 3157 registrations as of Feb 2017 

First (still active) mark filed in 1957 (basic mark dated 

1937) 



Recent Developments 

Madrid Monitor (Beta) – integrates ROMARIN, the WIPO 

Gazette, Madrid E-Alert and Real-time Status 

Madrid E-Filing (Australia and Benelux) 

Algeria’s accession to Protocol 

Madrid operating, for practical purposes, as  

single-treaty system 

One form needed for international applications (MM2) 

Decision to Freeze Accessions to Agreement 

Publication of Madrid System Pendency Rates at WIPO 

 

 

 

http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/news/2016/news_0011.html
http://www.wipo.int/romarin/search.xhtml
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/gazette/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/gazette/
https://www3.wipo.int/mea/
https://www3.wipo.int/mea/
https://www3.wipo.int/mea/
http://www.wipo.int/mrs/IndexController
http://www.wipo.int/mrs/IndexController
http://www.wipo.int/mrs/IndexController
http://www.wipo.int/mrs/IndexController
http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/madrid/en/docs/madrid_pendency_rates.pdf


WIPO Resources and E-Services (1) 

Visit the Madrid Website www.wipo.int/madrid/en 

 

The Madrid Website provides resources and E-Services 

to assist you to search before filing, file an application 

and to monitor and manage your registration 

 

In summary, these resources include… 

http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/search/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/file/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/manage/


SEARCH 
 

ROMARIN – database of international registrations 
 

Member Procedures  
 

Global Brand Database – search marks by text and 

image from national/international sources, including 

trademarks, appellations of origin and official emblems 

(over 17,880,000 records) 

FILE 
 

Forms and E-Forms 
 

Madrid Goods & Services Manager – correct good & 

service specifications and translation  
 

 

Fee Calculator 
 

E-Payment – online payment system by credit 

card/WIPO current account 

MONITOR 
 

Madrid Monitor (Beta) – search and access 

international registration(IR) information 

 

Madrid Real-Time Status of international 

applications and progress of requests being processed 

by WIPO 
 

Madrid Electronic Alert monitor changes to 

international registrations (third party tool) 

MANAGE 
 

Madrid Portfolio Manager access  registration 

documents, uploading of requests for recording, 

payments  
 

Forms and E-Forms – E-Subsequent 

Designation and E-Renewal 
 

 

Extracts from the International Register 

WIPO Resources and E-Services (2)  

http://www.wipo.int/romarin/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/members/ipoffices_info.html
http://www.wipo.int/branddb/en/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
http://www.wipo.int/mgs/index.jsp?lang=en
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/calculator.jsp
https://webaccess.wipo.int/epayment
https://webaccess.wipo.int/epayment
https://webaccess.wipo.int/epayment
http://www.wipo.int/about-wipo/en/finance/account.html
http://www.wipo.int/branddb/wo/en/
https://www3.wipo.int/mea
https://www3.wipo.int/mpm
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/
https://www3.wipo.int/osd/?lang=en
https://www3.wipo.int/osd/?lang=en
https://www3.wipo.int/osd/?lang=en
https://www3.wipo.int/osd/?lang=en
https://webaccess.wipo.int/trademarks_ren/?lang=EN
https://webaccess.wipo.int/trademarks_ren/?lang=EN
https://webaccess.wipo.int/trademarks_ren/?lang=EN
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/extracts/


WIPO Resources and E-Services (3) 

CONSULT 
 

E-Services overview and tutorials 
 

Legal texts – Agreement/Protocol, 

Regulations, Administrative Instructions 
 

Declarations made under the Madrid 

Agreement and the Madrid Protocol 
 

Guide to the International Registration of 

Marks 
 

 
 

WIPO Gazette of International Marks 
 

Office practices on replacement 
 

Statistics 
 

Making the Most of the Madrid System  
– Web publications 
 

Warning – misleading invoices 
 

http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/services/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/services/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/services/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/legal_texts/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/madridgazette/remarks/declarations.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/madridgazette/remarks/declarations.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/guide/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/guide/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/madridgazette/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/madridgazette/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/madridgazette/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/members/replacement.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/statistics/
http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/madrid/en/forms/docs/making_the_most_of_the_madrid_system_mm_forms.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/madrid/en/forms/docs/making_the_most_of_the_madrid_system_mm_forms.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/madrid/en/forms/docs/making_the_most_of_the_madrid_system_mm_forms.pdf
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/warning.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/warning.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/warning.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/warning.html
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/fees/warning.html


Keep Updated on the Madrid System 

Visit the Madrid Website www.wipon.int/madrid/en 

    

Subscribe to 

    Madrid Notices,  

    our regular legal  

    and news updates 

 

Sign up for 

    Madrid Highlights,   

    our quarterly  

    newsletter  

http://www.wipon.int/madrid/en
https://www.wipo.int/newsletters/en/
https://www.wipo.int/newsletters/en/


Contact Details 

 

 

For general questions about the Madrid System  

Madrid Customer Service : intreg.mail@wipo.int  

Telephone: + 41 22 338 8686  

 

For questions regarding specific international 

applications or international registrations  

Madrid Team 3: madrid.team3@wipo.int  

Telephone: + 41 22 338 750 1  

 



The Lisbon System: 
International Registration and Protection  

for Appellations of Origin  

and Geographical Indications 



Appellations of Origin (AOs) and 

Geographical Indications (GIs) 

More than just a trademark – Distinctive sign 

indicating a connection between quality, 

characteristics, reputation of goods and  

their geographical origin 

 

Appellation of Origin –v– Geographical Indications 

Type of link between the qualities and the 

characteristics of the product and the natural 

environment which they originate. 

 

 

 

 



Differences between AOs and GIs 

  

■ AO’s (Lisbon, Art.2) 

■ Geographical denomination 

■ Recognized as referring to 

quality or characteristics of a 

specific product 

■ Due exclusively or essentially to 

the geographical environment 

(natural factors or human factors) 

■ AO = Special category of GI 

■ Only existing multilateral 

registration system for the 

protection of AO’s 

■ GIs (TRIPS, Art 22.1/Geneva Act) 

■ Indication 

■ Identifies a good with a specific quality 

reputation, or other characteristic 

■ Essentially attributable to its 

geographical origin 



Why Protect GIs and AOs? 

Benefits for the producers: differentiation and marketing 

tool, improved livelihood (quality products sold at a 

premium price) 

Benefits for the consumers: reduced search costs, 

guarantee to acquire unique high quality products 

Benefits for rural areas: stimulate rural development, 

value socio-cultural and agro-ecological characteristics 

of a particular place (help sustain production of 

traditional products) 

Benefits for regions and countries: positive spillover 

effects (tourism, additional income, improved reputation) 



How to protect  

geographical indications  

Sui generis legislation 

 

 

 

Collective or certification marks 

 

 

 

Administrative systems (labelling, etc.)  

 

Legislation on unfair competition 

 



Systems of protection worldwide 

■ Multilateral Agreements 
 Protection of GIs under TRIPS 

 Protection of AOs under the Lisbon 

Agreement 

 

Legal protection they provide is 

based on various means of 

protection at the national level: an 

act of public law (law, decree, 

administrative decision, ordinance), 

or a judicial decision 

 

■ Regional Systems of Protection 

(EU, OAPI…) 
 

■ Bilateral Agreements 
Under such agreements two States or 

two trading partners agree to protect each 

other’s GIs or Aos 

■ National Laws 

 General laws focusing on 

business practices (unfair 

competition and consumer 

protection provisions) 

 Specific protection systems for 

GIs and AOs (sui generis) 

 

 Trademark law provisions 

devoted to collective marks and/or 

certification and guarantee marks 

 

 Administrative schemes of label 

control 



The Lisbon International Registration System 

The Lisbon Agreement for the 
Protection of Appellations of Origin and 
their International Registration (1958)  

International protection of AOs 

through a single registration 

procedure with WIPO  

 

All categories of products can 

be protected under Lisbon (food, 

beverages, handicrafts…) 

 

28 Contracting Parties 

 

1060 registrations – 955 in force 

(see Lisbon Express Database) 

 

The Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement 
on Appellations of Origin and 
Geographical Indications (2015) 

Revises and modernizes the 

Lisbon Agreement 

15 signatories 

Will enter into force with five 

ratifications or accessions 

Aim of the Revision: 

 extend scope of protection to GIs, 

in addition to AOs 

 allow the accession of IGOs 

 flexibility as to the type of 

legislation (sui generis/TM) under 

which AOs/GIs are protected at the 

national level 

http://www.wipo.int/ipdl/en/search/lisbon/search-struct.jsp


The Lisbon Agreement in a Nutshell… 

Established to facilitate the international protection of 

appellations of origin (AOs)  

through a single registration procedure (“simple and 

accessible”) 

 

Administered by WIPO, which keeps the International 

Register of Appellations of Origin 



The Lisbon Agreement in a Nutshell… 

Indefinite protection in all Contracting Parties  

 - exception: refusal, invalidation, enunciation of protection, and  

 - as long as the AO is protected in the Contracting Party of Origin 

High level protection of the registered AOs  

in the other Lisbon countries  

 (against any usurpation or imitation) 

Protection of registered AOs against  

becoming generic in the other Lisbon countries 

Provides standing for taking legal action 

 



Registration in the International Registry and Publication (WIPO) 

& 

Notification of the Registration to all Contracting Parties (WIPO) 

Application for an International Registration 

(by Competent Authority  of the Country of Origin) 

Refusal of Protection 

(total/partial) 

(one year) 

Notification of Grant of 

Protection (optional)  

Withdrawal of Refusal 

(total/partial) 

or 

Notification of 

Protection 

Transitional Period 

(2 years ) 

Invalidation 

or 

Renunciation 



States Party to the Lisbon Agreement 

(28 Contracting Parties) 



Lisbon Union: 28 Member States 

Africa (6) 

Algeria 

Burkina Faso 

Congo 

Gabon 

Togo 

Tunisia 

 

Asia (3) 

Islamic Rep. of Iran 

Israel 

DPR of Korea 

 

America (6) 

Costa Rica 

Cuba 

Haiti 

Mexico 

Nicaragua 

Peru 

 

Europe (13) 

Bosnia and 

Herzegovina 

Bulgaria 

Czech Rep. 

France 

Georgia 

Hungary 

Italy 

Moldova 

Montenegro 

Portugal 

Serbia 

Slovakia 

The FYR of 

Macedonia 

 



 

Algeria 7 

Bulgaria 51 

Costa Rica 1 

Cuba 20 

FYR of Macedonia 5 

France 509 

Georgia 28 

Hungary 28 

Iran (Islamic Rep.) 32 

Israel 1 

Italy 142 

 

 

 

Mexico 14 

Montenegro 2 

Peru 8 

Portugal 7  

Rep. of Moldova 1 

DPR of Korea 6 

Czech Rep. 76 

Serbia 3 

Slovakia 7 

Tunisia 7 

 

                            (January 31, 2017) 

1062 registrations – 957 in force 



Examples of Portuguese Registrations  

under the Lisbon Agreement 

(AO 683) MADEIRA 

Wine products 

(AO 564) VINHO VERDE  

Green wines 

(AO 682) PORTO  

Generous wine (liqueur wine) 



Registered Appellations of Origin 
  

 
                                     

The Bulletin “Appellations of origin” is 

the official publication of the Lisbon 

System. It is issued by WIPO for the 

publication of new registrations and 

other recordings in the International 

Register as well as information 

concerning changes in the legal 

framework of the Lisbon System. In 

addition, the Bulletin contains statistical 

information concerning registered 

appellations of origin. 

The LISBON EXPRESS database The AO Bulletin 

http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/lisbon/en/docs/bulletin_2009_38.pdf


Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement  

on Appellations of Origin  

and Geographical Indications 

Adopted on May 20, 2015 

 

15 signatories 

(Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burkina Faso, Congo, 

Costa Rica, France, Gabon, Hungary, Italy, Mali, 

Nicaragua, Peru, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, 

Rumania, Togo) 

Will enter into force with five ratifications or 

accessions 

 



The New Features of the Geneva Act (1) 

Provides a definition & extends scope of protection to 

geographical indications 

Maximum flexibility as to the type of legislation under 

which a Contracting Party protects registered AOs/GIs (sui 

generis, TM, other)  

Possibility given to Contracting Parties to request payment 

of individual fees (subject to a declaration made at the 

time of accession) 

Possible accession of intergovernmental               

organizations 



Application Procedure 

Applications are filed by the Competent Authority of the 

CP of Origin in the name of: 

 

■  the beneficiaries 

 (those having the right to use the AO/GI)  

or 

■ a natural person or legal entity having legal 

standing to assert rights of the beneficiaries or other 

rights in the AO/GI  

 

Direct filings by these right holders (only if their country 

allows for it)  

 



The New Features of the Geneva Act (2) 

Clarification of the scope of protection                             

(in respect of goods of the same kind, goods that are not 

of the same kind or services and in respect of any use 

amounting to imitation) 

Notification of a refusal ex officio or at the request of any 

interested party  

Safeguards for prior trademarks rights, personal names 

used in business, and plant variety or animal breed 

denominations 



Generic Character 

 

Protection against becoming generic  

 

Exceptions:  

■ Prior use as a generic in a CP is a possible ground 

for refusal 

■ If the GI/AO contains a term that is considered 

generic in the CP of Origin, other Members are not 

obliged to protect such term (e.g. coexistence Brie 

and Brie de Meaux)  

 

 



Thank you! 

 

lisbon.system@wipo.int 





Resolving IP Disputes outside the 

Courts through WIPO ADR 

Speaker : Victor Vázquez López, Head, Section for 

Coordination of Developed Countries 

 

 Coimbra, Portugal 

February 15, 2017 

 



Top Ten Priorities in Parties’ Choice of   

Dispute Resolution Clause 

WIPO Center Report on International Survey of Dispute Resolution in Technology 

Transactions  



WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center 

■ Helps parties resolve IP and technology disputes outside 

the courts (alternative dispute resolution: ADR) 

■ Mediation 

■ Arbitration;  Expedited arbitration 

■ Expert determination 

■ Domain name dispute resolution 

■ WIPO mediators, arbitrators and experts experienced in 
IP and technology 

■ Delivering informed results efficiently 

■ WIPO Rules tailored to IP and technology disputes 

■ Competitive fees  

■ International neutrality 



WIPO ADR – Areas of Dispute 



WIPO ADR 

WIPO case administration prioritizes time and costs 

Domestic and international disputes  (25/75%) 

Location of case decided by parties 

1,500+ mediators and arbitrators, globally, for 

appointment 

Amounts in dispute from USD 20,000 to USD 1 billion 

Enforceable arbitration awards (New York Convention) 

Confidential 

 

 

 



WIPO Services for Trademark Owners 

Against Cybersquatting 

 1999:  WIPO-created international administrative ADR 

procedure; Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution 

Policy (UDRP) 

Allows trademark owners to resolve “clear cut” cases of 

abusive domain name registration and use 

(“cybersquatting”) 

Significantly quicker and cheaper than court litigation 

Two-month average 

Fixed fees (USD 1,500) 

Paperless filing  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WIPO Services for Trademark Owners 

Against Cybersquatting continued 

16 years’ experience: 36,000 WIPO cases covering 

66,000 domain names 

Parties from 177 countries 

Multilingual case administration 

Key online resources for parties 

WIPO Jurisprudential Overview of Selected UDRP 
Questions 

WIPO Legal Index of UDRP Decisions 

 



WIPO Domain Name Cases – Top 10 

Areas of Complainant Activity  

Banking and Finance 

Retail 

Fashion 

Biotechnology and Pharmaceuticals 

Internet and IT 

Food, Beverages  

and Restaurants 

Entertainment 

Heavy Industry  

and Machinery 

Electronics 

Hotels and Travel 



WIPO Mediation Example:  IT Dispute 

2012 European airline agreement with a US software 
company re. development of worldwide platform for the 
management of ticket sales  

2013 professional services agreement: detailed 
description of the project as well as the support 
services to be delivered by the software company  

WIPO mediation followed by WIPO expedited 
arbitration clause 

Airline paid several million USD for the application  

2015 airline terminated the agreement 

Software company requested that the software be 
returned  

Airline initiated mediation 

Result: new license 



Further Information on WIPO ADR Services 

Queries and case filing:  

arbiter.mail@wipo.int 

 

WIPO Rules, neutrals and case examples:  
www.wipo.int/amc/ 
 

Model clauses:  

www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/ 

 

WIPO Domain Name Dispute Resolution:  

www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/ 

 

Subscribe: WIPO ADR Highlights Newsletter  

     www.wipo.int/newsletters-archive/en/adr_highlights.html  
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:arbiter.mail@wipo.int
http://www.wipo.int/amc/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/clauses/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/
http://www.wipo.int/newsletters-archive/en/adr_highlights.html
http://www.wipo.int/newsletters-archive/en/adr_highlights.html
http://www.wipo.int/newsletters-archive/en/adr_highlights.html




 Global Databases for IP Platforms 

Tools for the Connected Knowledge 

Economy  

Speaker:  Iustin Diaconescu, Head, Patent Database Section, 

Global Infrastructure Sector    

Coimbra, Portugal 

February 15, 2017 

 



Strategic Goals of Global Databases 

and Tools  

Two related goals: 

■ Coordination and Development of Global IP 

Infrastructure 

 

■ World Reference Source for IP Information and Analysis 

 



Benefits to Stakeholders  

For General public/Business/Research:  

■ Providing search facilities for IP collections (patents, 

trademarks, industrial designs) 

■ Simplifying application procedures to multiple IP authorities 

■ Providing IP related matchmaking services 

For IP offices:  

■ Assisting automation, IP information dissemination to the 

public, and exchange of IP documents with other offices 

 







PATENTSCOPE Summary 

3 million published PCT applications (first publish 

every week, high quality full text) 

58 million patent applications from 40+ countries 

or regions 

35’000 unique users per day 

Analyze results by graphs and charts 

Search and read in your language 

 



PATENTSCOPE - Users 
 Companies 

■ Follow competitors 

■ Check if an invention has already been patented to 

avoid R&D/patent application costs 

■ Find technologies for which protection has expired to 

exploit them 

■ Study trends for technologies and territories 

 Universities 

■ Find new technologies 

 Patent Offices 

■ Access all the documents associated with a patent 

 



Result List Search Detail 



PATENTSCOPE Key features 

https://patentscope.wipo.int  

https://patentscope.wipo.int/




Electric car  - 

only 16,000 

hits 

 

 Search Query  

(synonyms & 

technologically 

related terms) 





??? 







Search Interface: Office search 





Search Interface: Applicant search 







WIPO Translate - TAPTA 







WIPO Translate now works with long Chinese, Japanese 

and French  documents 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why is NMT different? 

(Phrase-based vs Neural-net) 
发明公布了一种通过在不同位置摆放现实物体来演奏音乐的娱乐装置 

发明公布 
invention discloses 

摆放现实物体 
placing real object 

不同位置 
different 
location 

演奏音乐 
play music 

娱乐装置 

 
entertainment device 

 

invention discloses a by placing a real object at a different location to play a music entertainment device 

PBSMT (previous WIPO translate) 

the invention discloses an entertainment device for playing music by placing real objects at different positio 

NMT (new WIPO translate) 

one kind of by-
this-mean 

by/for of 

placing a real object different location invention discloses play a music entertainment device 

invention discloses placing real objects playing music entertainment device different position 

发明公布 
invention discloses 

摆放现实物体 
placing real object 

不同位置 
different 
location 

演奏音乐 
play music 

娱乐装置 

 
entertainment device 

 



Competitive translation quality: BLEU scores: 

 

WIPO Translate 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

a
r-

e
n
: 

d
e
-e

n
: 

e
n
-a

r 

e
n
-d

e
: 

e
n
-e

s
: 

e
n
-f

r:
 

e
n
-j

p
: 

e
n
-k

o
: 

e
n
-p

t:
 

e
n
-r

u
: 

e
n
-z

h
: 

e
s
-e

n
: 

fr
-e

n
: 

jp
-e

n
: 

k
o
-e

n
: 

p
t-

e
n
: 

ru
-e

n
: 

z
h
-e

n
: 

Wipo Translate

GNMT



Coverage: what is included? 

PCT published applications 

National/regional patent collections 



Coverage : Details of collections 



 

Standardize all the different representations of chemical 

structures into Inchikeys 

 

Recognize chemical compounds in patent texts and from 

embedded drawings included in patent texts 

 

Implement search functions for Inchikeys that can be 

used by non chemists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principle: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Search chemical compounds 



PATENTSCOPE 
Documents 

Enriched PATENTSCOPE 
Documents 

(…) At the moment the surgical 

procedure starts, benzodiazepin, e.g. 

diazepam, is administered in a dose of 

no more than 5 mg. (…) 

(…) At the moment the surgical procedure 

starts, benzodiazepin, e.g. 

@AAOVKJBEBIDNHE-UHFFFAOYSA-N@, 

is administered in a dose of no more than 5 

mg. (…) 

AAOVKJBEBIDNH

E-UHFFFAOYSA-N 



Standardization 

IUPAC name 

N-(4-hydroxyphenyl)acetamide 

 

 

INN 

paracetamol 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other names 

Acetaminophen, panadol, tylenol, … 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RZVAJINKPMORJF-UHFFFAOYSA-N 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Access only with the 
PATENTSCOPE account 



How it works? 



How does it work? 



Its chemical formula is C7H8N4O2 and IUPAC name:  

3,7-dimethyl-1H-purine-2,6-dione 

 

 

Theobromine is found in the seeds of the plant 

Theobroma Cacao, which is the well-known source of 

chocolate and cocoa. It has a bitter flavor, which gives 

dark chocolate its typical bitter taste. 

Example 1: Theobromine 















Combine chemical search criteria 
with other criteria 



WIKIPEDIA: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 INNs are official generic and non proprietary names 

given to a pharmaceutical drug or active ingredients 

issued by the World Health Organization (WHO). 

 

Growing need to be able to search INNs in patent texts 

 

PATENTSCOPE supports the search of 6917 INNs by 

Inchikey  

International Non proprietary Names 



Scope 
 

Works on developed complete exact formulas ≠ 

Markush structures (-R) that are chemical symbols used 

to indicate a collection of chemicals with similar 

structures. 

 

 

Chemical elements, short names (less than 4 

characters), common solvents and polymers are not 

annotated by design 

PCT and US national collections with IPC codes related 

to chemistry 

Languages: English and German 



Warning 
 

Based on state of the art fully automated chemical 

recognition algorithms: the technology is NOT 100% 

accurate  

OCR errors in the available patent full texts make the 

recognition of chemical compound even more 

challenging 

=>  Use it as a discovery tool knowing that the results are 

not exhaustive, nor all exact (precision, recall) 

 



Monthly webinar 





GLOBAL BRAND DATABASE 

Over 25 million records relating to internationally-

protected trademarks, etc. 

Goal is to include all brand-related information from all 

sources 

Currently searches across multiple collections, including: 

■ Trademarks registered under Madrid System 

■ Appellations of Origin registered under Lisbon System 

■ Emblems protected under the Paris Convention 6ter  

■ Algeria, Australia, Brunei, Canada, Cambodia, Denmark, 

Egypt, Estonia, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Laos, Mexico, 

Morocco, New Zealand, Oman, Papua New Guinea, 

Philippines, Singapore, Switzerland, Tonga,  UAE, US – 

with many more coming soon 

 





Global Brand Database – Features 
Single intuitive interface to search 30 data collections 

Image Search by example 

Interactive & dynamic search with immediate feedback 

Fuzzy, phonetic and word-stem matches 

Automatic term suggestion 

Easy search of US or Vienna image class  

Full Boolean, proximity and range options 

Unlimited, customizable results browsing 

Saved searches and record sets 

Instant, graphical data analysis 

 

 



IMAGE SEARCH 

■ Sort your results by their visual similarity to an image you 

provide 

■ World’s first public trademark database to provide search 

by image 

■ Choose the search strategy best suited to your particular 

mark 

Search For Find (in top results – without Vienna Class) 



How it works – Looking for logos similar to ‘Arla’ 

 







Using Image Search – drag image from results to image filter 

 



Select a search strategy and, 

optionally, what type of image to 

look for and all images are sorted by 

similarity to your source image 



Combine with Vienna class – or any 

other terms or filters.  The image filter 

will sort matching records accordingly. 





GLOBAL DESIGN DATABASE  

URL: http://www.wipo.int/designdb 

Launched on January, 9th 2015. 

Free of charge simultaneous design-related searches 

across multiple collections, including: 

■ designs registered under the Hague System 

■ national design collections of CA, ES, JP, NZ, US 

■ other national collections, including DE, KR and EM 

coming soon 





Search by national classification 
as well as Locarno 

















WIPO Pearl 

WIPO’s online terminology database 

16’000 concepts, 110’000 terms 

10 languages 

Contents validated by WIPO language 

experts and terminologists 

 

http://www.wipo.int/wipopearl/search/home.html 



Linguistic Search hitlist with terms in EN, PT 



Concept Map for – mobile phone 





 

Broad aims: 

■ Match-making for technology transfer and 

collaborations 

■ Reduce transaction costs 

■ Build on comparative advantages of multi-stakeholder 

approaches 

■ Demonstrate practical means for the global policy 

issues 

Based on the recognition that: 

■ Users want access to technologies, not just patent 

rights 

■ Collaboration (e.g. training) is crucial to tech transfer  



WIPO RE: SEARCH  

A Global Database and Platform to bridge partners to 

use IP (including know-how and data) to facilitate R&D  

on neglected tropical diseases, tuberculosis, and 

malaria. 

Royalty-free for R&D, manufacture and sale in LDCs 

Over 90 partners (pharmaceutical industry, research 

institutes such as NIH, Universities) 

As of June 2015, 89 collaborations 

 



 
Sharing Innovation in the Fight Against Neglected Tropical Diseases 

Get involved: 

As a user 

As a provider 

As a supporter 

 

Contact email: re_search@wipo.int  

… 

mailto:re_search@wipo.int








7 Database categories 



Get Involved 

Become a Partner and shape the further 

development of WIPO GREEN 

 

Register to:  

communicate your green innovation and 

technology needs 

advertise your inventions, technologies, 

products and services 

connect with the innovation and business 

communities globally 

 

 

 

 

 



Take home highlights 

■ WIPO builds value around the IP data 

 

■ PATENTSCOPE: very powerful full text patent prior 

art search engine  

 

■ Try the new neuronal WIPO*Translate 

 

■ Global Brand Database: trademark searches. Try 

Image similarity search when Vienna classification 

searches do not perform  

 

■ Global Design Database: design searches 
 



Thank you for your attention 

 

patentscope@wipo.int  


