
Digital Technology and the Pay-TV Industry 

Frank Rittman 
Chief Copyright Officer 
Strategic IP Information 



CASBAA Member Companies 



Gaming

Business

Cons. Data

Cons. Video

File "Sharing"

Source: Cisco VNI 

APAC Internet Traffic 

2014 2019 



WORKING DEFINITION OF OTT:  

“Copyrighted materials included in remote 
storage capacities made available for use either to 
individual customers or to members of the public 

at a place and time chosen by them.” 

What is OTT? 



OTT Providers 



CASBAA  
Policy Publication 2016 



OTT Pirate Sites 



Selected movie/video streamed down from 
the Internet and played on TV  

Internet STB TV 

Select movie/video from downloaded 
Electronic Programme Guide (EPG)  

Set-Top Boxes and Piracy 



Legal 

Set-Top Boxes and Infringing Apps 

STB comes without any apps 

Infringing 

User downloads infringing 
apps from Internet 

Infringing 

STB comes with infringing apps 

Legal 
Infringing 

User downloads infringing 
apps from Internet 

STB comes with legal apps 

Subscription fee is needed to 
maintain service of the 

infringing apps 

Example: TV-Pad Example: Xiaomi Example: SuperPad 

3 MAIN CATEGORIES OF INFRINGING SET-TOP BOXES ON THE MARKET 

Retailer/user 
jailbreaks the STB 



http://www.chinadailyasia.com/nation/2016-03/24/content_15406247.html 

Law Enforcement Efforts 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/422-held-in-china-for-providing-illegal-tv-services/1/627062.html 

https://torrentfreak.com/uk-police-arrest-pirate-box-seller-threaten-to-suspend-domain-160324/ 



Legal Remedies: 

• WIPO Treaties ratification 
• Communication Right 

• Technological Protection Measures 

• Rights Management Information 

• Site blocking 

• Intermediaries 
• Payment Processors 

• Advertising Services 

• Search Engines 
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