
Intellectual Property for an Emerging Africa: 
African heads of state, government ministers and other policymakers are gathering 3-5 November in 

Dakar, Senegal, to probe how intellectual property (IP) can promote creativity and spur growth by building 
on local strengths and ensuring the development of a sound national innovation environment. 

Join the conversation via #AfricaInnovates.

Senegal 
[GII ranking 84]

Innovation Achievers

African 
Innovation Leaders: 
Three Sub-Saharan African countries have reached 
positions in the upper half of the 2015 rankings 
of the Global Innovation Index. The top regional 
performers with complete data are Mauritius (49), 
South Africa (60), and Senegal (84).

Mauritius 
[GII ranking 49] 

South Africa 
[GII ranking 60]

3

2

1

Mozambique [95]

These are the low- to middle-income developing countries that markedly outperform in innovation relative to their level 
of development and their peers. These achievements can be attributed to an increase in the strength of institutions 

and business sophistication.

Rwanda [94] 

Kenya [92]

Senegal [84]Malawi [98]

Uganda [111]Burkina Faso [102]Mali [105]

The Global Innovation Index (GII 2015) ranks the innovation performance of more than 140 countries and economies 
around the world. Encouraging signs have been emerging from Sub-Saharan Africa since last year.


