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COVID-19 related measures



Madrid System COVID-19 relief measures

Excuse in delay in meeting time limits before WIPO

Request to be excused due to COVID-19

Exemption of evidence

6-month limitation on excuse

Renewal flexibilities

WIPO’s COVID-19 response: https://www.wipo.int/covid-19/en/
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Question

Does the excuse in delay apply to time limits before…

WIPO only?

WIPO and the designated Offices?

Designated Offices only?



Question

How long do I have to request to be excused for having 

missed a time limit due to COVID-19?

No time limit

1 month

6 months



Irregularities in postal services

How to avoid missing communications from WIPO

What communications are sent electronically

How to find out if e-mail address is missing: 

https://www3.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/

How to indicate or change your e-mail address:  

https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/madrid/

8

https://www3.wipo.int/madrid/monitor/en/
https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/madrid/






Recent and upcoming developments

2020
Online 

developments

December 31, 
2020

End of BREXIT 
transition

New MM 
Forms & 
Guernsey

January 12, 2020
Trinidad & Tobago 

107th Member

February 1, 
2021

E-mail and 
replacement
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Recent developments



Madrid Application Assistant
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Online limitation
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Acknowledgement of receipt and 

payment instructions
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December 31, 2020: End of BREXIT 

transition period
IRs protected in the EU: Automatic creation of a comparable 

right in the national UK register at no cost

One UK registration per protected designation

Date of international registration or subsequent designation

IRs pending in the EU: Right to file a national UK application 

until September 30, 2021, and preserve date of designation of 

the EU

As from January 1, 2021, a designation of the UK also 

extends to Gibraltar
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January 1, 2021: Extension of the 

Protocol to Guernsey

May be designated independent 

from the UK

One-year refusal period

Standard fees (expected to 

declare for individual fee)

Implicit declaration of intention to 

use

Entitlement to file: establishment, 

domicile or UK nationality
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January 12, 2021: Entry into force of 

the Protocol in Trinidad and Tobago

Extension of the refusal 

period to +18 months

Individual fee

Implicit declaration of 

intention to use
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Question

Have you seen/used the updated forms?

Yes

No

What new forms?



Updated forms & notes for filing

New design to highlight the fields 

where information must be 

provided

Creation of one field for each 

applicant, new holder and 

representative to indicate an e-

mail address

New continuation sheet for joint 

applicants or joint new holders

Removal of the cover page

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/forms/


Upcoming developments



February 1, 2021: new rule on e-mail

Prescribed indication of e-mail address of the 

Applicant, in the international application

New holder, in change in ownership

Newly appointed representative

One signature for co-owners
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Question

As an applicant, Can I indicate the email of my 

representative as my own email address?

Yes

No



February 1, 2021: new rule on replacement 
Harmonized replacement practices (Rule 21)

More than one replaced registration

No refusal based on replaced registration

Coexistence

Timing of the request and examination

Date of effect of replacement

Partial replacement allowed, but mandatory only as from 

February 1, 2025
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Recommended for entry into force on 

November 1, 2021

Broader excuse in delay in meeting time limits

Simplified subsequent designation, no address required

Appointment of representative only in application, 

change in ownership or separate communication
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Q&A session about the webinar



Keep Updated on the Madrid System
Visit the Madrid Website

Access Madrid Webinars

recordings and stay tuned for 

new topics

Play our Madrid “How-to” 

videos

Subscribe to Madrid News

Contact us: Contact Madrid

27

http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/news/2017/news_0011.html
https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/news/2019/news_0020.html
https://www.wipo.int/newsletters/en/
http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/#contact

