
Madrid e-Filing - JPO experience

Madrid Working Group Roundtable

November, 2022

Japan Patent Office



JPO as the Office of Origin
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• Joined Madrid Protocol (2000)

３

Figures and graphs were prepared on WIPO IP Statistics Data Center (accessed on October 27, 2022)  and 
created just for reference purposes.
https://www3.wipo.int/ipstats/

• Annually received 3000 filings (2021)

https://www3.wipo.int/ipstats/


JPO’s Practice Before June 2022 
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‒ No available online filing option for users 

‒ Manual processing of filed applications

Envelope for 
storing filed 
documents

3,137 applications in 2021



Madrid e-Filing (MeF) 
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• JPO started the receipt of 

international applications with Madrid 

e-Filing in Japan (June 1, 2022)

• 17th participating IP Office

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/efile/offices.html

https://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/how_to/efile/


What changed with Madrid eFiling?

For applicants: 

1. Easy creation of applications by using supporting functions

2. Online fee payment (except for the Office’s handling fees)

3. Smarter communications with JPO and WIPO in the procedures



What changed with Madrid eFiling?

For JPO as the Office of Origin (OO): 

1. Speedy implementation of MeF with little or no IT effort 

required by OO

2. Support and maintenance  of MeF provided by WIPO

3. MeF is compliant with all rule changes - little or no IT effort 

required by OO

4. Ongoing improvements to MeF based on OO needs



JPO’s consideration process
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Jan – Dec 2021
Prepared for the revision of related domestic 
regulations

Jan – May 2022 Adjusted internal operations

Dec 2020 – May 2022 Held multiple consultations with WIPO

June 2022 Launched the Madrid e-Filing service in Japan 

Filing in paper is still possible after June 2022



What’s next?
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• Conduct promotion activities to expand user base in Japan and 

collection of user feedback to improve the service

• Explore opportunities to closely communicate and collaborate 

with WIPO for future improvements including sharing JPO’s 

experience to the other Offices



Thank you !


