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Patent Documentation
and Media Facilities of the EPO

Christoph Bruhn
EPIDOS
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INPUT

•Bibliography
•Description
•Claims
•Figures

Application

Paper

epoline
EPO

PROCESSING

EPO

•Update
  Bibliography
•Scanning
 Application
•Create Search 
  Report 

Contractor

•Data Capture/
  Conversion
•Encoding
•Composition
•Printing
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OUTPUT

 Contractor

A&B 
Documents

Patent 
Information
Products

Products

• Paper documents
• Electronic documents in PDF format

(ADOBE portable document format)
• Electronic documents in facsimile format

(“BACON”)
• Full text data (SGML)
• Full text + image data (mixed mode)
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Paper Documents

• 100.000 patent documents per year
• 55.000 application (A) documents
• 45.000 granted patents, B documents
• 25 paper copies per document
• Distribution to IP offices
• Private subscribers
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CD-ROM

• ESPACE CD-ROM series (EPO & other IP
offices)

• A & B document full text documents
(text/image data)

• Title page data
• Bibliography / legal status data
• Access discs

Databases
• EPOQUE (EPO full text search system )
• BNS (facsimile archive)
• Esp@cenet
• IP offices databases
• Commercial hosts
• Private (industrial) databases
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ESPACE CD-ROMS
• ESPACE EP-A: published weekly, patent

applications, entire text of the application
searchable since beginning of current year

• ESPACE EP-B : published weekly, all patents
granted by the EPO (claims in the 3 languages)

• ESPACE WORLD: Complete facsimile
PCT applications in their original
format, abstract searchable in
EN and FR

ESPACE CD-ROMS

• ESPACE FIRST: First pages of European
patent applications and PCT international
applications, abstracts in DE, EN, FR
searchable and drawing
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ESPACE CD-ROMs
Bibliographic information

• ESPACE ACCESS A : (EP & PCT
applications): 6 CDs or one DVD + 1 CD,
abstracts in EN and FR

• ESPACE ACCESS B : (European
granted patents): 3 CDs or 1 DVD
 + 1 CD, claims in DE, EN, FR
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LEVEL 1

Search in patent libraries of specific IP offices

To PRV
web-server

Swedish search form

Request sent to 
IT Server

IT data arrive
in SE environment

LEVEL 1:
A Swedish user searches for
Italian patent information
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LEVEL 2

Search in a worldwide patent database

LEVEL 2:
Search in the EPO database

Search form
To national Server

Send form to EPO server

Results - feedback
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European (EPO) +
PCT (WIPO)

European (EPO) +
PCT (WIPO)

•biblio data
•1st page image
•description
•claims
•drawing
•report

•biblio data
•1st page image
•description
•claims
•drawing
•report

The last 24 monthsThe last 24 months

Japanese

patent information

Japanese

patent information

•biblio data
•abstract

in English
•drawing

•biblio data
•abstract

in English
•drawing

since 76: biblio data

since 80: drawings

since 76: biblio data

since 80: drawings

Worldwide patent
documentation

Worldwide patent
documentation

Full data since 70

further since 20

Full data since 70

further since 20

•biblio data
•first page image
•description
•claims
•drawing

•biblio data
•first page image
•description
•claims
•drawing

availableavailable

coveragecoverage

data sourcedata source

National patent offices
of the EPO

National patent offices
of the EPO

•biblio data
•1st page image
•description
•claims
•drawing
•report

•biblio data
•1st page image
•description
•claims
•drawing
•report

national

patent office

national

patent office

The last 24 monthsThe last 24 months
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Some commentsSome comments::

• esp@cenet has not been developed as a
professional search tool. It rather focuses on
users of patent information in small and medium
sized enterprises, schools, universities etc.

• esp@cenet does not replace the services of patent
professionals, especially not for making decisions
on the patentability of inventions.

European Patent Register

• Bibliographic and legal status data for
each application from the first publication
to its grant, suitable for follow-up of the
grant procedure; data updated daily, some
data as expected grant or withdrawal
available 6 weeks before actual
date of legal effect
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Online File Inspection

• Electronic file
• All correspondence
• Application documents etc.
• Availability in facsimile format
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[End of document]

http://www.european -patent-office.org


