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1. Atthe fourth session of the Working Group on Constitutional Reform (“the Wagrkin
Group”), the Working Group examined document WO/GAMIR/4/3 (“Paris Convention

for the Protection of Industrial PropertyDraft Texts of Amendments to Administrative and
Financial Provisions Agreed in Principle”). The document sets out draft textedor
implementation of proposals agreed in principle and draft texts of options for issues still under
consideration in the context of the Paris Convention as a treaty that typifies the
WIPO-administered treaties that establish contribufioanced Unios. The Working Group

was unable to complete its discussion of the draft text of modifications, as some delegations
expressed the wish to have more time to study the draft texts (see document A/36/10,
paragraph 15).

2. Asthe Working Group did ot reach agreement on the outstanding items in the draft

text, the following pages of this document reproduce (as an annex to this document) the draft
provisions in the same format and content as those originally distributed and discussed at the
fourth sesion of the Working Group, as contained in document WO/GAAN/4/3.

[Annex follows]
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WIPO GENERAL ASSEMBL Y WORKING GROUP ON
CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM
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Geneva, September 11 to 14, 2001

PARIS CONVENTION FORTHE PROTECTION OF NDUSTRIAL PROPERTY
— DRAFT TEXTSOF AMENDMENTS TO ADMINISTRATIVE AND
FINANCIAL PROVISIONSAGREED IN PRINCIPLE

Document prepared by the Secretariat

1. The sessions of the Working Group on Constitutional Reform (“the Working Group”)
held so far have resulted in “agreement rmpiple” to recommend a number of proposed
amendments to the constitutional structure of WIPO and of the Unions administered by
WIPO.

2. By*“agreement in principle,” the Working Group has intended to signify tentative or
provisional agreemenobtproceed with a particular proposal, subject, nevertheless, to a review
of the proposal in the context of the complete set or package of proposals that may emerge
from the discussions of the Working Group. In other words, no particular proposal is to be
regarded as finally agreed until the discussions of all proposals have been completed to the
satisfaction of the Working Group
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3. Document WO/GA/WGECR/4/2 sets out draft provisions for the implementation, in the
Convention Establishing the Wdrintellectual Property Organization (“the WIPO

Convention), of the various proposed reforms, as well as options for provisions in respect of
outstanding proposals on which agreement in principle has not yet been reached. The present
document provides dft texts for the implementation of proposals agreed in principle and

draft texts of options for issues still under consideration in the context of the Paris Convention
for the Protection of Industrial Property (“the Paris Convention”).

4. Eachof the WIPO treaties under which an Assembly of contracting parties is
established contains standdaifm provisions on the establishment and functioning of the
Assembly. The provisions of the Paris Convention concerning the Assembly of the Paris
Union ard other administrative and financial clauses are, in all material respects, the same as
corresponding provisions in other contributibnanced WIPO treaties. The draft text

provided in the following pages is meant to serve as an illustration of almastioél changes

that would need to be made to the other WIPO treaties.

5. Inorder to facilitate ease of reference and comparison, the Notes concerning each
Article reproduce the existing provision of the Paris Convention in a clearly distimajolis
box. The proposed rdraft of the relevant provisions or the modifications introduced are
represented ibold italics where words have been changed or inserted, or(ey-3, where
words have been deleted without replacement.
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Article 13
Article 14
Article 15
Article 16
Article 16bis
Article 17
Article 18
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Paris Convention fa the Protection
of Industrial Property

Contents

Assembly--

Executive Committee

International Bureau

Finances

Entry into Effect of [2002] Amendments
Amendment of Article 13 to 17

Revision of Articles 1 to 12 and 18 to 30
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Notes on Article 13

13.01 Article 13 contains the provisions dealing with the Assembly of the Paris Union. Two
main sets of modifications to the provisions of Article 13 are pmné=e: for the consideration

of the Working Group; first, by way of alternative (Alternative B), a provision is presented
which would implement the proposal under consideration that the WIPO General Assembly
be made the competent assembly for all the WWeihinistered treaties; and, secondly, also
by way of alternative, certain provisions have been plasedjuare brackets (see

Article 13 (2)(a)(iv) and (v)) which would be deleted in the event that the Working Group
decided to propose the abolition of tR&ecutive Committee of the Paris Union.

13.02 Article 13(1)sets out alternatives for the constitution and operation of the Assembly of
contracting StatesAlternative Amaintains thestatus quonamely, the constitution of the
Assembly of the Paris Unioas a separate and discreet Assembly whose members are those
States that are party to the Stockholm (1967) Act of the Paris Convention.

Of the 162 States party to the Paris Convention, all but 3 are party to the Stockholm (1967)
Act. The three States wth are party to the Paris Convention but not to the Stockholm

(1967) Act of that Convention are the Dominican Republic, Nigeria and the Syrian Arab
Republic.

13.03 Alternative Bof Article 13(1) is intended to implement the proposal under
consideration tht the WIPO General Assembly be the competent, unitary Assembly for all
WIPO-administered treaties. It envisages simply the establishment of the WIPO General
Assembly as the competent Assembly for the Paris Union. States which are party to the
Stockholm(1967) Act (or later amendments to that Act) would become members of the
WIPO General Assembly “for the purposes of matters concerning this Convention.” This
provision is to be read in conjunction with the corresponding alternative proposed for
Article 6(1)(a) of the WIPO Convention (see document WO/GAMER/4/2).

Article 13 of the Paris Convention
Assembly of the Union

(1) (a) The Union shall have an Assembly consisting of those countries of the
Union which are bound by Articles 13 to 17.

(b) The Government of each country shall be represented by one delegate, whc |may
be assisted by alternate delegates, advisors, and experts.

(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which | as
appointed it.

[continues]
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Article 13
Assembly--

(1)

Alternative A

(@) The Union shall have an Assembly consisting of those countries of the Union
which are bound by Articles 13 to 17.

(b) The Government of each country shall be represented by one delegate, who may

be assisted by alteate delegates, advisors, and experts.

(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has
appointed it.

Alternative B
The WIPO General Assembly shall be the competent Assembly for the Union.

Each country bound by Article43 to 17 shall be a member of the Assembly for the

purposes of matters concerning this Convention.

[Article 13 continues]
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[Notes on Article 13, continued]

13.04 Article 13(2)(a)deals with the powers of the Assembly and remains unchanged, with
one exception discussed in the next paragraph. If Alternative B of Article 13(1) were adopted
(the unitary Assembly), Article 13(2)(a) would need to be read in conjunction with

Article 6(2) of the WIPO Convention (see document WO/GA/MIR/4/2). In particudr, the
alternative provisions in Article 6(2) of the WIPO Convention relating to the unitary

Assembly contain a provision which would empower the WIPO General Assembly to
exercise “on matters concerning any international agreement administered by the
Organization and for which the General Assembly is the competent Assembly, .... such
powers and functions as are accorded by such agreement to the Assembly of contracting
parties of that agreement” (see Article 6(2l(i®) in document WO/GA/WGECR/4/2).

13.05 If it were decided to adopt the proposal for the WIPO General Assembly to act as a
unitary Assembly for all WIP@dministered treaties, several economies could be achieved in
the drafting ofArticle 13(2)(a), (3) and (8}o eliminate provisions that alreadyexist in the
WIPO Convention and that would not need to be repeated in this Article of the Paris
Convention. Into this category fall Article 13(2)(a)(ix), 13(a) and (8). These provisions have
been left without amendment in the present draft text pendidecision on the desirability of

the unitary Assembly.

Article 13 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(2) (@) The Assembly shall:

() deal with all matters concerning the maintenance and development of the
Union and the implementation of this 6eention;

(i)  give directions concerning the preparation for conferences of revision to the
International Bureau of Intellectual Property (hereinafter designated as “the
International Bureau”) referred to in the Convention establishing the World
Intellectual Property Organization (hereinafter designated as “the Organizat pn”),
due account being taken of any comments made by those countries of the U hion
which are not bound by Articles 13 to 17,

(iif) review and approve the reports and activitieshaf Director General of the

Organization concerning the Union, and give him all necessary instructions
concerning matters within the competence of the Union;

[continues]
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[Article 13, continued]

(2) (a) The Assembly shall:

() deal with all méters concerning the maintenance and development of the Union

and the implementation of this Convention;

(i) give directions concerning the preparation for conferences of revision to the
International Bureau of Intellectual Property (hereinafter deseghas “the
International Bureau”) referred to in the Convention establishing the World
Intellectual Property Organization (hereinafter designated as “the Organization”),
due account being taken of any comments made by those countries of the Union

which ae not bound by Articles 13 to 17;
(i)  review and approve the reports and activities of the Director General of the

Organization concerning the Union, and give him all necessary instructions

concerning matters within the competence of the Union;

[Article 13 continues]
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[Notes on Article 13, continued]

13.06 The exception to the maintenance of gtatus quan Article 13(2)(a) relates to the
provisions inArticle 13(2)(a)(iv) and (v) Those provisions concern the Executive
Committee of the Paris don and are set out in square brackets. If the Working Group were
to recommend the abolition of the Executive Committee (see Article 14, below), the
provisions in square brackets would be deleted.

13.07 Article 13(2)(b)concerns the role of the WIPOdGrdination Committee. If

Alternative C of Article 8 of the WIPO Convention (see document WO/GAAVK/4/2)

were adopted (namely, the abolition of the Coordination Committee), Article 13(2)(b) would
need to be deleted.

Article 13 of the Paris Convention
[continued]
(iv) electthe members of the Executive Committee of the Assembly;

(v) review and approve the reports and activities of its Executive Committee, ar [l
give instructions to such Committee;

(vi) determine the program and adopt the biennialdat of the Union, and
approve its final accounts;

(vii) adopt the financial regulations of the Union;

(viii)  establish such committees of experts and working groups as it deems apprc priate
to achieve the objectives of the Union;

(ix) determinewnhich countries not members of the Union and which
intergovernmental and international rgavernmental organizations shall be
admitted to its meetings as observers;

(x) adopt amendments to Articles 13 to 17,

(xi) take any other appropriate action ggeed to further the objectives of the Unior

(xii) perform such other functions as are appropriate under this Convention;

(xiii)  subject to its acceptance, exercise such rights as are given to it in the Conve ntion
establishing the Organization.

(b) With respect to matters which are of interest also to other Unions administel pd by

the Organization, the Assembly shall make its decisions after having heard the advice |f the
Coordination Committee of the Organization.

[continues]
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(vii)

(viii)
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(xii)
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[Article 13, cantinued]

elect the members of the Executive Committee of the Asseinbly;

review and approve the reports and activities of its Executive Committee, and

give instructions to such Committée;

determine the program and adopt the bienniaddet of the Union, and approve

its final accounts;

adopt the financial regulations of the Union;

establish such committees of experts and working groups as it deems appropriate

to achieve the objectives of the Union;

determine wheh countries not members of the Union and which
intergovernmental and international rgavernmental organizations shall be
admitted to its meetings as observers;

adopt amendments to Articles 13 to 17;

take any other appropriate action desd to further the objectives of the Union;

perform such other functions as are appropriate under this Convention;

subject to its acceptance, exercise such rights as are given to it in the Convention

establishing the Organization.

With respect to matters which are of interest also to other Unions administered by

the Organization, the Assembly shall make its decisions after having heard the advice of the

Coordination Committee of the Organization.

[Article 13 continues]
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[Noteson Article 13, continued]

13.08 No change is proposed futicle 13(3)

Article 13 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(3) (a) Subjectto the provisions of subparagraph (b), a delegate may represe
country only.

(b) Countries of the Union grouped under the terms of a special agreement in a
common office possessing for each of them the character of a special national
service of industrial property as referred to in Article 12 may be jointly represented
during discussiom by one of their number.

[continues]

tone
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[Article 13, continued]

(3) (a) Subjectto the provisions of subparagraph (b), a delegate may represent one

country only.

(b) Countries of the Union grouped under the terms of a special agreement in a
comon office possessing for each of them the character of a special national
service of industrial property as referred to in Article 12 may be jointly represented

during discussions by one of their number.

[Article 13 continues]
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[Notes on Article 13, cotinued]

13.09 No change is proposed faticle 13(4) and (5)

Article 13 of the Paris Convention
[continued]
(4) (a) Each country member of the Assembly shall have one vote.

(b) Onehalf of the countries members of the Assembly shall cortstéLguorum.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (b), if, in any session, the n
of countries represented is less than-baé but equal to or more than ottkird of
the countries members of the Assembly, the Assembly may make declsi, with the
exception of decisions concerning its own procedure, all such decisions shall take effe:
if the conditions, set forth hereinafter are fulfilled. The International Bureau shall
communicate the said decisions to the countries mendf¢he Assembly which were not
represented and shall invite them to express in writing their vote or abstention within a
of three months from the date of the communication. If, at the expiration of this period,
number of countries having thespressed their vote or abstention attains the number of
countries which was lacking for attaining the quorum in the session itself, such decisiot
take effect provided that at the same time the required majority still obtains.

(d) Subject to the pvisions of Article 17(2), the decisions of the Assembly shall
require twathirds of the votes cast.

(e) Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.

(5) (a) Subjectto the provisions of subparagraph (b), a delegate may vote in t
name of one courgronly.

(b) The countries of the Union referred to in paragraph (3)(b) shall, as a genera
endeavor to send their own delegations to the sessions of the Assembly. If, however, 1
exceptional reasons, any such country cannot send its own delegatiay give to the
delegation of another such country the power to vote in its name, provided that each
delegation may vote by proxy for one country only. Such power to vote shall be grante
document signed by the Head of State or the competeniskér.

mber
t only
eriod

he

5 shall

e

rule,
r

in a
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[Article 13, continued]

(4) (a) Each country member of the Assembly shall have one vote.

(b) Onehalf of the countries members of the Assembly shall constitute a quorum.

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of subparagraph (b), if, ig a@ssion, the number
of countries represented is less than-baé but equal to or more than ottkird of
the countries members of the Assembly, the Assembly may make decisions but, with the
exception of decisions concerning its own procedure, all seciswns shall take effect only
if the conditions, set forth hereinafter are fulfilled. The International Bureau shall
communicate the said decisions to the countries members of the Assembly which were not
represented and shall invite them to expressiiting their vote or abstention within a period
of three months from the date of the communication. If, at the expiration of this period, the
number of countries having thus expressed their vote or abstention attains the number of
countries which was tking for attaining the quorum in the session itself, such decisions shall

take effect provided that at the same time the required majority still obtains.

(d) Subject to the provisions of Article 17(2), the decisions of the Assembly shall

require twathirds of the votes cast.

(e) Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.

(5) (a) Subjectto the provisions of subparagraph (b), a delegate may vote in the

name of one country only.

(b) The countries of the Union referred to in paragraph (3)(b) shalg general rule,
endeavor to send their own delegations to the sessions of the Assembly. If, however, for
exceptional reasons, any such country cannot send its own delegation, it may give to the
delegation of another such country the power to votesm&me, provided that each
delegation may vote by proxy for one country only. Such power to vote shall be granted in a

document signed by the Head of State or the competent Minister.

[Article 13 continues]
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[Notes on Article 13, continues]

13.10 Article 13(6)also remains unchanged. As mentioned above, there are three States
party to the Paris Convention which, by virtue of not being party to the Stockholm (1967)
Act, are not members of the Assembly of the Paris Union. Of those three States (Dominican
Republic, Nigeria and the Syrian Arab Republic), one (the Syrian Arab Republic) is not a
member of WIPO (nor of the Berne Union). It would not, therefore, be a member of the
WIPO General Assembly, if that body were to act as a unitary Assembly. AfiB{&) would
preserve its right to be admitted to meetings of the WIPO General Assembly as observer for
matters concerning the Paris Convention.

13.11 Article 13(7)(a)implements the proposal that the periodicity of ordinary sessions of
the governing bodiesf WIPO and the Unions administered by WIPO be changed from once
every two years to annually (see, also, Article 6(4) of the WIPO Convention in document
WO/GA/WG-CR/4/2).

13.12 Article 13(7)(b)deals with the right to convoke extraordinary sessions ef th

Assembly competent for the Paris Union. One change has been proposed to this provision for
consideration. The change is the deletion of the power of the Executive Committee to request
the convocation of an extraordinary session of the Assembly. Taisge is proposed in

view of the possible options presented for the composition of the Coordination Committee,
one of which envisages diking the composition of the Coordination Committee from the
Executive Committees of the Paris and Berne Unions Adeenative B of Article 8 in

document WO/GA/W@GCR/4/2). Since the power to convoka extraordinary session of the
Assembly rests with the Director General and with-bémerth of the countries members of
Assembly, the change is not considered to be aisag@nt one in practice.

Article 13 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(6) Countries of the Union not members of the Assembly shall be admitted to th }
meetings of the latter as observers.

(7) (a) The Assembly shall meet once in every secorldradar year in ordinary
session upon convocation by the Director General and, in the absence of exceptional
circumstances, during the same period and at the same place as the General
Assembly of the Organization.

(b) The Assembly shall meet in extraordny session upon convocation by the
Director General, at the request of the Executive Committee or at the requestioiuntie
of the countries members of the Assembly.

(8) The Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
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[Article 13, continued]
(6) Countries of the Union not members of the Assembly shall be admitted to the

meetings of the latter as observers.

(7) (a) The Assembly shall meet on¢e--) every(-----) calendar year in ordinary

session upon convocation by the Director Gengral).

(b) The Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session upon convocation by the
Director Generabr at the request of---) onefourth of the countries members of the

Assembly.

(8) The Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

[End of Article 13]
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Notes on Article 14

14.01 Article 14 establishes and defines the functions of the Executive Committee of the
Paris Union. In the meetings of the Working Group, it has been generally agreed that the
Executive Committee has ceased to fulfiygractical function (see documents
WO/GA/WG-CR/3, paragraphs 41 to 43, WO/GA/WCR/2/4 and WO/GA/WGCR/2/8,
paragraphs 35 to 43). Its importance continues, however, as the technical means by which,
together with the Executive Committee of the Berne Wnibhe composition of the

Coordination Committee is determined (see Article 8(1) of the WIPO Convention and
documentA/36/11).

14.02 The fate of the Executive Committee of the Paris Union therefore depends upon the
decisions taken by the Working Group witspect to the composition and functions of the
WIPO Coordination Committee (see the various proposals with respect to Article 8 of the
WIPO Convention in document WO/GA/WGR/4/2). In consequence, two alternatives are
proposed for Article 14 of the ParConvention.Alternative Aenvisages the maintenance of
thestatus quawith respect to the Executive Committealternative Benvisages the deletion
of Article 14 and, consequently, the abolition of the Executive Committee.

Article 14 of the Paris Conwvention
Executive Committee

(1) The Assembly shall have an Executive Committee.

(2) (a) The Executive Committee shall consist of countries elected by the
Assembly from among countries members of the Assembly. Furthermore, the country in
whose territorythe Organization has its headquarters shall, subject to the provisions of
Article 16(7)(b), have an ex officio seat on the Committee.

(b) The Government of each country member of the Executive Committee shall pe
represented by one delegate, who may lsts¢éesd by alternate delegates, advisors,
and experts.

(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which | as
appointed it.

(3) The number of countries members of the Executive Committee shall corres| pnd
to onefourth of the numbr of countries members of the Assembly. In establishing the
number of seats to be filled, remainders after division by four shall be disregarded.

(4) In electing the members of the Executive Committee, the Assembly shall ha e
due regard to an equitabieographical distribution and to the need for countries party to
the Special Agreements established in relation with the Union to be among the countrit
constituting the Executive Committee.

[92)

[continues]
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Article 14
Executive Committee

Alternative A

(1) The Assembly shall have an Executive Committee.

(2) (a) The Executive Committee shall consist of countries elected by the
Assembly from among countries members of the Assembly. Furthermore, the country on
whose territory the Organization has isduquarters shall, subject to the provisions of

Article 16(7)(b), have an ex officio seat on the Committee.

(b) The Government of each country member of the Executive Committee shall be
represented by one delegate, who may be assisted by alternatdelelegaisors,

and experts.

(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has
appointed it.

(3) The number of countries members of the Executive Committee shall correspond
to onefourth of the number of countries membergioé Assembly. In establishing the

number of seats to be filled, remainders after division by four shall be disregarded.

(4) In electing the members of the Executive Committee, the Assembly shall have
due regard to an equitable geographical distribuéiod to the need for countries party to
the Special Agreements established in relation with the Union to be among the countries

constituting the Executive Committee.

[Article 14 continues]
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[Notes on Article 14, continued]

Article 14 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(5) (a) Each member of the Executive Committee shall serve from the close c
session of the Assembly which elected it to the close of the next ordinary session of the
Assembly.

(b) Members of the Executive Committee may beetected, but only up to a
maximum of twathirds of such members.

(c) The Assembly shall establish the details of the rules governing the election
possible reelection of the members of the Executive Committee.

(6) (a) The Executive Committee shall:
(i) prepare the draft agenda of the Assembly;

(i)  submit proposals to the Assembly in respect of the draft program and bienni
budget of the Union prepared by the Director General;

(i)  deleted

(iv) submit, with appropriate comments, to thesembly the periodical reports of th
Director General and the yearly audit reports on the accounts;

(v) take all necessary measures to ensure the execution of the program of the |
by the Director General, in accordance with the decisions of gsefbly and having regar
to circumstances arising between two ordinary sessions of the Assembly;

(vi) perform such other functions as are allocated to it tinder this Convention.

(b) With respect to matters which are of interest also to other Unionsrastered by
the Organization, the Executive Committee shall make its decisions after having hearc
advice of the Coordination Committee of the Organization.

(7) (a) The Executive Committee shall meet once a year in ordinary session t
convocatiorby the Director General, preferably during the same period and at the same
as the Coordination Committee of the Organization.

(b) The Executive Committee shall meet in extraordinary session upon convoce
by the Director General, either on hig/p initiative, or at the request of its Chairman
or onefourth of its members.

[continues]
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[Article 14, continued]

(5) (a) Each member of the Executive Committee shall serve from the close of the
session of the Assembly which elected it to these of the next ordinary session of the

Assembly.

(b) Members of the Executive Committee may beetected, but only up to a

maximum of twethirds of such members.

(c) The Assembly shall establish the details of the rules governing the election and

possible reelection of the members of the Executive Committee.

(6) (a) The Executive Committee shall:
() prepare the draft agenda of the Assembly;
(i)  submit proposals to the Assembly in respect of the draft program and biennial budget
of the Unionprepared by the Director General;
(iii)  deleted
(iv) submit, with appropriate comments, to the Assembly the periodical reports of the
Director General and the yearly audit reports on the accounts;
(v) take all necessary measures to ensure the execotithe program of the Union by
the Director General, in accordance with the decisions of the Assembly and having
regard to circumstances arising between two ordinary sessions of the Assembly;

(vi) perform such other functions as are allocated to deirthis Convention.

(b) With respect to matters which are of interest also to other Unions administered by
the Organization, the Executive Committee shall make its decisions after having heard the
advice of the Coordination Committee of the Organizatio

(7) (a) The Executive Committee shall meet once a year in ordinary session upon
convocation by the Director General, preferably during the same period and at the same place
as the Coordination Committee of the Organization.

(b) The Executive Commitieshall meet in extraordinary session upon convocation
by the Director General, either on his own initiative, or at the request of its Chairman

or onefourth of its members.

[Article 14 continues]
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[Notes on Article 14, continued]

(8)
(b)
(©)
(d)
(€)
(9)

Article 14 of the Paris Convention

(@) Each country member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote

Onehalf of the members of the Executive Committee shall constitute a quor

[continued]

Decisions shall be made by a siraphajority of the votes cast.

Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.

A delegate may represent, and vote in the name of, one country only.

Countries of the Union not members of the Executive Committee shall be

admitted to its meatigs as observers.

(10) The Executive Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

m.



(8)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(9)

WO/GA/WG-CR/4/3

Annex, page21l

[Article 14, continued]

(&) Each country member of the Executive Committee shall have one vote.

Onehalf of the members of the Executive Committeellst@anstitute a quorum.

Decisions shall be made by a simple majority of the votes cast.

Abstentions shall not be considered as votes.

A delegate may represent, and vote in the name of, one country only.

Countries of the Union not nmebers of the Executive Committee shall be

admitted to its meetings as observers.

(10) The Executive Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

Alternative B

()

[No Article 14

[End of Article 14]
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Notes on Article 15

15.01 Two changes to the provisions of Article 15 are submitted for consideration.

15.02 The first suggested modification is the deletion of paragraph (3), which is proposed as

Alternative Bfor Article 15(3) (Alternative Abeing thestatus qu® The reason for
consdering the deletion of paragragB) is that the International Bureau practices continual
publication of information on its website.

Article 15 of the Paris Convention
International Bureau

(1) (a) Administrative tasks concerning the Union shall leefprmed by the
International Bureau, which is a continuation of the Bureau of the Union united with the

Bureau of the Union established by the International Convention for the Protection of L [erary

and Artistic Works.

(b) In particular, the Internatial Bureau shall provide the secretariat of the vario |s
organs of the Union.

(c) The Director General of the Organization shall be the chief executive of the Jnion

and shall represent the Union.

(2) The International Bureau shall assemble and publigirimation concerning the
protection of industrial property. Each country of the Union shall promptly
communicate to the International Bureau all new laws and official texts concerning the
protection of industrial property. Furthermore, it shall furnisé tnternational Bureau
with all the publications of its industrial property service of direct concern to the
protection of industrial property which the International Bureau may find useful in its
work.

(3) The International Bureau shall publish a mowgtpériodical.

(4) The International Bureau shall, on request, furnish any country of the Union pith

information on matters concerning the protection of industrial property.

(5) The International Bureau shall conduct studies, and shall provide services,
designed to facilitate the protection of industrial property.

[continues]
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Article 15
International Bureau

(1) (a) Administrative tasks concerning the Union shall be performed by the
International Bureau, which is a continuation of the BureathefUnion united with the
Bureau of the Union established by the International Convention for the Protection of Literary

and Artistic Works.

(b) In particular, the International Bureau shall provide the secretariat of the various

organs of the Union.

(c) The Director General of the Organization shall be the chief executive of the Union

and shall represent the Union.

(2) The International Bureau shall assemble and publish information concerning the
protection of industrial property. Each country oétbnion shall promptly
communicate to the International Bureau all new laws and official texts concerning the
protection of industrial property. Furthermore, it shall furnish the International Bureau
with all the publications of its industrial propertyrseee of direct concern to the
protection of industrial property which the International Bureau may find useful in its

work.

(3) Alternative A
The International Bureau shall publish a monthly periodical.

Alternative B

()

(4) The International Breau shall, on request, furnish any country of the Union with

information on matters concerning the protection of industrial property.

(5) The International Bureau shall conduct studies, and shall provide services,

designed to facilitate the protectiofiindustrial property.

[Article 15 continues]
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[Notes on Article 15, continued]

15.03 The second modification suggested for consideration is the deletion of the references
to the Executive Committee jparagraphs (6) and (7.) The fate of this modifiation depends
upon the Working Group’s decision with respect to the abolition of the Executive Committee
by the deletion of Article 14.

Article 15 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(6) The Director General and any staff member deatgd by him shall participate,
without the right to vote, in all meetings of the Assembly, the Executive Committee, ant |any
other committee of experts or working group. The Director General, or a staff member
designated by him, shall be ex officio secrgtaf these bodies.

(7) (a) The International Bureau shall, in accordance with the directions of the
Assembly and in cooperation with the Executive Committee, make the preparations for the
conferences of revision of the provisions of the Convention dtiean Articles 13 to 17.

(b) The International Bureau may consult with intergovernmental and internatio |al
non-governmental organizations concerning preparations for conferences of
revision.

(c) The Director General and persons designated by him &diadlpart, without the
right to vote, in the discussions at these conferences.

(8) The International Bureau shall carry out any other tasks assigned to it.
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[Article 15, continued]

(6) The Director General and any staff member designated by hithpsrécipate,
without the right to vote, in all meetings of the Assemplthe Executive Committeand
any other committee of experts or working group. The Director General, or a staff member

designated by him, shall be ex officio secretary of tHesaies.

(7) (a) The International Bureau shall, in accordance with the directions of the
Assembly{and in cooperation with the Executive Commitieeake the preparations for the
conferences of revision of the provisions of the Convention other thanl@stil3 to 17.

(b) The International Bureau may consult with intergovernmental and international
non-governmental organizations concerning preparations for conferences of

revision.

(c) The Director General and persons designated by him shall takeniddut the
right to vote, in the discussions at these conferences.

(8) The International Bureau shall carry out any other tasks assigned to it.

[End of Article 15]
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Notes on Article 16

16.01 Article 16 contains the financial provisions of Pa@®nvention. The existing

provisions no longer reflect the practice of the Paris Union and WIPO as a consequence of the
reforms adopted by the competent Assemblies of WIPO and the Unions administered by
WIPO in 1989 and 1991 (for certain changes in claggecontribution) and in 1993 (for the

unitary contribution system and for further changes to classes of contribution). A full
description of those changes in practice is set out in document WO/GADRZ,

paragraph46 to 50.

16.02 The proposals seut in Article 16 seek to align the provisions of Article 16 with a

new practice of the Paris Union and WIPO with respect to classes of contribution and the
unitary contribution system. As such, they need to be read in conjunction with the proposals
set aut for Article 11 of the WIPO Convention in document WO/GANA@R/4/2.

16.03 It is proposed thafrticle 16(1)(a)of the existing text of the Paris Convention be
deleted. Since the introduction of the unitary contribution system, the budget of the Paris
Union is part of the budget of the contributidinanced Unions in the Program and Budget of
the Organization and the Unions administered by WIPO.

16.04 The wording ofArticle 16(1)(b) has been modified so as to require transparency and
fairness in the preentation of the income and expenses of the Paris Union in the budget of the
Organization. The provision is intended to assist the Member States in their review and
supervision of the finances of the Paris Union and the Organization.

16.05 A decision wil need to be made as to whether to continue the attribution of shares in
the “expenses common to the Unions” between the Organization and the various Unions. The
attribution of such shares in this way might be considered to be an unnecessarily complicated
exercise which may necessitate arbitrary judgements. Thus, the provisions relating to
“expenses common to the Unions”Aaticle 16(1)(b) and (chave been place in square

brackets for review (see, also, the corresponding references in Article 11(A9i(&))eof the

WIPO Convention in document WO/GA/WGR/4/2).

Article 16 of the Paris Convention
Finances

(1) (a The Union shall have a budget.

(b) The budget of the Union shall include the income and expenses proper to th ?
Union, its contribution to tke budget of expenses common to the Unions, and, where
applicable, the sum made available to the budget of the Conference of the
Organization.

(c) Expenses not attributable exclusively to the Union but also to one or more o per
Unions administered by th@rganization shall be considered as expenses common
to the Unions. The share of the Union in such common expenses shall be in
proportion to the interest the Union has in them.

[continues]




WO/GA/WG-CR/5/3
Annex, page7

Article 16
Finances

@ @ )

(b) The(----) income antexpenses proper to the Unifand the Union’s contribution
to the expenses common to the Unioskall be reflected in the budget of the Organization
in a fair and transparent manner.

[(c) Expenses not attributable exclusively to the Union but also tcoomeore other
Unions administered by the Organization shall be considered as expenses common
to the Unions. The share of the Union in such common expenses shall be in

proportion to the interest the Union has in them.

[Article 16 continues]
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16.06 Itis suggested thatrticle 16(2)be deleted as no longer necessary.

16.07 Several amendments are suggestefirtle 16(3), but these are largely of a formal
nature. Thus, “budget of the Union” is replaced by “income of the Union” to reflect the fact
that the budgets of the various Unions administered by WIPO and of the Organization are
presented in a single document of an intennected nature.

Article 16 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(2) The budget of the Union shall betablished with due regard to the requiremer [s
of coordination with the budgets of the other Unions administered by the Organization.

(3) The budget of the Union shall be financed from the following sources:
(i) contributions of the countries of the dm;

(i) fees and charges due for services rendered by the International Bureau in r¢ Jation
to the Union;

(i)  sale of, or royalties on, the publications of the International Bureau concerni |g the
Union;

(iv) gifts, bequests, and subventions;
(v) rents, interests, and other miscellaneous income.

[continues]
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(i)
(i)
(iv)
(V)
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[Article 16, continued]

()

Theincomeof the Union shall belerivedfrom the following sources:
contributions of the countries of the Union;

fees and carges due for services rendered by the International Burea)
sale of, or royalties on, the publications of the International Bufeay);
gifts, bequests, and subventions;

rents, interests, and other miscellaneous income.

[Article 16 continues]
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[Notes on Article 16, continued]

16.08 Several amendments are proposed in relatiohrtizcle 16(4)(a) and (b)o reflect the

unitary contribution system and the changes in contribution classes that have been introduced
in the practice of the Organization and the Unions administered by WIPO. These suggested
amendments correspond to similar amendments suggested to Article 11(4) in the WIPO
Convention in document WO/GA/WGR/4/2.

Avrticle 16 of the Paris Conventian
[continued]

(4) (a) Forthe purpose of establishing its contribution towards the budget, ea h
country of the Union shall belong to a class, and shall pay its annual contributions on tf 2 basis
of a number of units fixed as follows:

ClassI............ 25

Class Il ............ 20
Class Il ........... 15
Class IV ........... 10
Class V............ 5
Class VI ............. 3
Class VI ............ 1

(b) Unless it has already done so, each country shall indicate, concurrently witk
depositing is instrument of ratification or accession, the class to which it wishes to
belong. Any country may change class. If it chooses a lower class, the country must
announce such change to the Assembly at one of its ordinary sessions. Any such
change shall tee effect at the beginning of the calendar year following the said
session.

[continues]




WO/GA/WG-CR/5/3
Annex, pagesl

[Article 16, continued]
(4) (a) Forthe purposes of establishing its contribut{er-), each country of the
Union shall belong to a class, and shall pay its annual contribution on the balsesrafmber

of unitsassigned to that clasg---).

[Article 16 continues]
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[Notes on Article 16, continued]

16.09 Article 16(4)(a)maintains the existing class system for the establishment of

contributions. Unlike the corresponding provision in the existing text of Article 16(4)(a) of

the Paris Convention, however, the provision does not set out the various classes and the units
assigned to them. Rather, it is proposed that the number of classes and ther wfiomits

assigned to each class be established by the competent Assembly pursuant to the provisions of
Article 16(4)(b). In this way, some flexibility for dealing with potential future changes in the
classes and the units assigned to classes wilt.eRispresent, the classes that exist for
contributions in respect of membership in any of the contribufioanced Unions (it being

recalled that a single contribution is now paid) are as follows:

- Class | 25

- Class Il 20

- Class Il 15

- Class IV 10

- Class IWbis 7.5

- Class V 5

- Class VI 3

- Class Vbis 2

- Class VI 1

- Class VI 1/2

- Class IX 1/4

- Class S 1/8 Applicable to developing countries having
contributions under the United Nations
scale of assessment between 0.02% and
0.10%.

- Class dis 1/16 Applicable to developing countries,

other than least developed countries, having
contributions under the United Nations
scaleof assessment of 0.01%.

- Class %er 1/32 Applicable to least developed countries
having contributions under the United
Nations scale of assessment of 0.01%.

16.10 Article 16(4)(b)offers two alternatives for the competent organ to establish the
number of classes and the number of units applicable to classes. The alesolapend

upon whether the Working Group decides to recommend that the WIPO General Assembly
function as a unitary Assembly (see Article 13, above).

16.11 Alternative Awould apply if the proposal for the WIPO General Assembly to act as a
unitary Assembyl is not pursued. Under Alternative A, the number of classes and the units
applicable to those classes would be decided by the Assembly of the Paris Union in
conjunction with the Assemblies of the other contributforanced Unions (it being recalled
thata unitary or single contribution is payable).

16.12 Alternative Bwould apply if the WIPO General Assembly were to act as a unitary
Assembly and thus be competent for the Paris Union. It is recalled that, in such an event, the
voting rights governing ta WIPO General Assembly as a unitary Assembly would preclude
any member of the Assembly which is not party to the Paris Convention from voting in
respect of matters related only to the Paris Convention (see Article 6(3) of the WIPO
Convention in document W/GA/WG-CR/4/2).
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[Article 16(4), continued]

(b) The number of classes applicable to the countries of the Union, and the units

assigned to each such class, shall be established by

Alternative A

the Assembly in conjunction with the Assemblies bktother Unions whose
constituent treaties provide for the payment of a contribution, in accordance with the
provisions of such treaties.

Alternative B

the WIPO General Assembly.

[Article 16 continues]
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[Notes on Article 16, continued]

16.13 Article 16(4)(c)(formerly Article 16(4)(b)) contains only one suggested modification.
That modification would make the choice of any country to change classes conditional on
satisfying any conditions of eligibility attached to any particular class (such ¢onsliapply

in the practice of the present system in the lowest classes).

16.16 Article 16(4)(d)(formerly Article 16(4)(c)) contains only a formal amendment
consisting of the replacement of the words “budget of the Union” by the words “budget of the
Organzation.”

16.17 Article 16(4)(e)(formerly Article 16(4)(d)) remains unchanged.

16.18 No change is proposed furticle 16(4)(f) (formerly Article 16(4)(e)).

16.19 Amendments have been introducedMicle 16(4)(g) (formerly Article 16(4)(f)) to
reflectthe fact that the income and expenses of the Paris Union are presented in the same

document as the Program and Budget of the Organization and the Unions administered by
WIPO.

Article 16 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(c) The annual contributioof each country shall be an amount in the same
proportion to the total sum to be contributed to the budget of the Union by all countries |s the
number of its units is to the total of the units of all contributing countries.

(d) Contributions shall becoendue on the first of January of each year.

(e) A country which is in arrears in the payment of its contributions may not exe tise
its right to vote in any of the organs of the Union of which it is a member if the amount
of its arrears equals or excedtie amount of the contributions due from it for the precedii g
two full years. However, any organ of the Union may allow such a country to continue p
exercise its right to vote in that organ if, and as long as, it is satisfied that the delay in
payment igdue to exceptional and unavoidable circumstances.

() If the budget is not adopted before the beginning of a new financial period, i shall
be at the same level as the budget of the previous year, as provided in the financial
regulations

[continues]
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[Article 16, continued]

(c) Unless it has already done so, each country skabject to any conditions
governing eligibility for membership of any classgsdicate, concurrently with
depositing its instrument of ratification or accession, the<ta which it wishes to
belong. Any country maysubject to any conditions governing eligibility for membership of
any classeschange class. If it chooses a lower class, the country must
announce such change to the Assembly at one of its ordinarypassginy such change shall

take effect at the beginning of the calendar year following the said session.

(d) The annual contribution of each country shall be an amount in the same
proportion to the total sum to be contributed to the budget oCitganizaion by all

countries as the number of its units is to the total of the units of all contributing countries.

(e) Contributions shall become due on the first of January of each year.

() A country which is in arrears in the payment of its contributiomesy not exercise
its right to vote in any of the organs of the Union of which it is a member if the amount
of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding
two full years. However, any organ of the Union meliow such a country to continue to
exercise its right to vote in that organ if, and as long as, it is satisfied that the delay in

payment is due to exceptional and unavoidable circumstances.

(g) If the budget of theDrganizationis not adopted before ¢hbeginning of a new
financial periodjncome and expenses proper tioe Union [and the Union’s contribution to
the expenses common to the Unionsjall be at the same level &y werein the previous

year, as provided in the financial regulations.

[Article 16 continues]
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[Notes on Article 16, continued]

16.20 The reference to Executive Committee of the Paris Union has been placed in square
brackets inArticle 16(5) pending a decision on the maintenance of that body (see Article 14,

above).

16.21 Article 16(6)remains unchanged.

Article 16 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(5) The amount of the fees and charges due for services rendered by the Intern
Bureau in relation to the Union shall be established, and shall betegpiarthe Assembly
and the Executive Committee, by the Director General.

(6) (a) The Union shall have a working capital fund which shall be constituted
single payment made by each country of the Union. If the fund becomes insufficient, tt
Assemby shall decide to increase it.

(b) The amount of the initial payment of each country to the said fund or of its
participation in the increase thereof shall be a proportion of the contribution of that coul
for the year in which the fund is establishedthe decision to increase it is made

(c) The proportion and the terms of payment shall be fixed by the Assembly on
proposal of the Director General and after it has heard the advice of the Coordination
Committee of the Organization.

[continue$
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[Article 16, continued]

(5) The amount of the fees and charges due for services rendered by the International
Bureau in relation to the Union shall be established, and shall be reported to the Assembly

[and the Executive Committee], by the Direct®eneral.

(6) (a) The Union shall have a working capital fund which shall be constituted by a
single payment made by each country of the Union. If the fund becomes insufficient, the

Assembly shall decide to increase it.

(b) The amount of the initial panent of each country to the said fund or of its
participation in the increase thereof shall be a proportion of the contribution of that country
for the year in which the fund is established or the decision to increase it is made.

(c) The proportion andhe terms of payment shall be fixed by the Assembly on the

proposal of the Director General and after it has heard the advice of the Coordination

Committee of the Organization.

[Article 16 continues]
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[Notes on Article 16, continued]

16.22 Article 16(7) contains only one suggested amendment. The reference to the Executive
Committee inArticle 16(7)(a)is now presented as an alternatiydtérnative A). The other
alternative Alternative B) would apply if the Executive Committee of the Paris Union were
abolished. In this event, it would provided that the host country enjoyscaifficio seat on

the WIPO Coordination Committee.

16.23 No changas proposed t@rticle 16(8).

Article 16 of the Paris Convention
[continued]

(7) (a) Inthe headquarters agreement concluded with the country on the terri pry of
which the Organization has its headquarters, it shall be provided that, whenever the wc rking
capital fund is insufficient, such country shall grant advances. The amount of thesees |a
and the conditions on which they are granted shall be the subject of separate agreeme |ts, in
each case, between such country and the Organization. As long as it remains under tf g
obligation to grant advances, such country shall have an ex offictmsdghe Executive
Committee.

1%

(b) The country referred to in subparagraph (a) and the Organization shall each have
the right to denounce the obligation to grant advances, by written notification. Denunci |tion
shall take effect three years after the @fidhe year in which it has
been notified.

(8) The auditing of the accounts shall be effected by one or more of the countrie 5 of
the Union or by external auditors, as provided in the financial regulations. They shall b
designated, with their agreemehy;, the Assembly.
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[Article 16, continued]

(7) (a) Inthe headquarters agreement concluded with the country on the territory of
which the Organization has its headquarters, it shall be provided that, whenever the working
capital fund is insufficientsuch country shall grant advances. The amount of these advances
and the conditions on which they are granted shall be the subject of separate agreements, in
each case, between such country and the Organization. As long as it remains under the
obligationto grant advances, such country shall have an ex officio seat oAlieer{ative A:

Executive Committeefllternative B. Coordination Committee of the Organization.]

(b) The country referred to in subparagraph (a) and the Organization shall each have
the right to denounce the obligation to grant advances, by written notification. Denunciation

shall take effect three years after the end of the year in which it has been notified.
(8) The auditing of the accounts shall be effected by one or more afdtetries of

the Union or by external auditors, as provided in the financial regulations. They shall be

designated, with their agreement, by the Assembly.

[End of Article 16]
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Notes on Article 16bis

16bis01 The proposals under consideration for teeision of Article 13 to 17 of the Paris
Convention are linked to corresponding proposals for the revision of the WIPO Convention.
In particular, if the proposal for the WIPO General Assembly to act as unitary assembly were
to be adopted, it would be nexsary to coordinate the entry into force of the provisions in the
Paris Convention providing for the WIPO General Assembly to be the competent assembly
for the Paris Union and the corresponding provisions in the WIPO Convention empowering
the WIPO GeneraAssembly to perform the functions assigned to the Assembly of the Paris
Union. Article 16bisis intended to achieve this coordination. It provides that the proposed
amendments to Article 13 to 17 of the Paris Convention shall not enter into force ontil n
only the conditions of Article 17 of the Paris Convention (which set up the constitutional
mechanism for the amendment of Article 13 to 17) are fulfilled, but also the corresponding
amendments to the WIPO Convention have entered into force.
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Article 16bis
Entry into force of [2002] Amendments

The amendments to Articles 13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 approved in [2002] shall not enter
into force until the conditions of Articlel7 with respect to amendments have been satisfied
and the amendments to the Convetion Establishing the World Intellectual Property

Organization approved in [2002] enter into force.

[End of Article 16bis]
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Notes on Article 17

17.01 Article 17is unchanged except for the reference to the Executive Committee in the

Article 17(1), whch has been placed in square brackets, pending a decision upon the
maintenance or abolition of that body.

Article 17 of the Paris Convention
Amendment of Articles 13 to 17

(1) Proposals for the amendment of Articles 13, 14, 15, 16,taagresent Article,
may be initiated by any country member of the Assembly, by the Executive Committee
by the Director General. Such proposals shall be communicated by the Director Gene!
the member countries of the Assembly at least six maintlaslvance of their consideration
the Assembly.

(2) Amendments to the Articles referred to in paragraph (1) shall be adopted by
Assembly. Adoption shall require thréeurths of the votes cast, provided that any
amendment to Article 13, and to tipeesent paragraph, shall require fdifiths of the
votes cast.

(3) Anyamendment to the Articles referred to in paragraph (1) shall enter into fc
one month after written notifications of acceptance, effected in accordance with their
respective congtitional processes, have been received by the Director General from
threefourths of the countries members of the Assembly at the time it adopted the
amendment. Any amendment to the said Articles thus accepted shall bind all the
countries which are memtmeof the Assembly at the time the amendment enters into
force, or which become members thereof at a subsequent date, provided that any
amendment increasing the financial obligations of countries of the Union shall bind onl'
those countries which have nio#id their acceptance of such amendment.
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Article 17
Amendment of Articles 13to 17

(1) Proposals for the amendment of Articles 13, 14, 15, 16, and the present Article,
may be initiated by any country member of the Asseniblyy the Executive Commge] or
by the Director General. Such proposals shall be communicated by the Director General to
the member countries of the Assembly at least six months in advance of their consideration by

the Assembly.

(2) Amendments to the Articles referred to in pgraph (1) shall be adopted by the
Assembly. Adoption shall require thréeurths of the votes cast, provided that any
amendment to Article 13, and to the present paragraph, shall requiréftbarof the

votes cast.

(3) Any amendment to the Articlagferred to in paragraph (1) shall enter into force
one month after written notifications of acceptance, effected in accordance with their
respective constitutional processes, have been received by the Director General from
threefourths of the countries embers of the Assembly at the time it adopted the amendment.
Any amendment to the said Articles thus accepted shall bind all the countries which are
members of the Assembly at the time the amendment enters into force, or which become
members thereof atsubsequent date, provided that any amendment increasing the financial
obligations of countries of the Union shall bind only those countries which have notified their

acceptance of such amendment.

[End of Article 17]
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Notes on Article 18

18.01 No chage is proposed to this Article.

Article 18 of the Paris Convention
Revision of Articles 1 to 12 and 18 to 30

(1) This Convention shall be submitted to revision with a view to the introductiol |of
amendments designed to inope the system of the Union.

(2) Forthat purpose, conferences shall be held successively in one of the coun' jies of
the Union among the delegates of the said countries.

(3) Amendments to Articles 13 to 17 are governed by the provisions of Article 1 |.
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Article 18
Revision of Articles 1 to 12 and 18 to 30

(1) This Convention shall be submitted to revision with a view to the introduction of

amendments designed to improve the system of the Union.

(2) For that purpose, conferences shall be held sgigely in one of the countries of

the Union among the delegates of the said countries.

(3) Amendments to Articles 13 to 17 are governed by the provisions of Article 17.

[End of Article 18]

[End of Annex and of document]
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