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INTRODUCTION

1. TheCommitteeis invitedto give adviceto the PCT Assenbly ontheproposed
appointmentof thelsrael PatentOffice asan Internatonal Searching and Prdiminary
ExaminingAuthority underthe PCT.

BACKGROUND

2. In aletterdaedJuly 28, 2009, thetext of which appearsin Appendixl, accompaniedy
furtherdetails setout in Appendixll, thelsradi Commissionerof Patents, Desighsand
Trademarksequesedthatthe IsraelPatent Office beappoinedasan International Searching
Authority (ISA) andInternationalPreliminary Examining Authority (IPEA) underthe PCT.

3.  Theappontmentof ISAs andIPEAs underthe PCT is a matter for the Assembly of the
PCT Unionandis governedby Articles 16 and32(3) of the PCT.

4.  Articles16(3)€) and32(3)of the PCTrequirethat, beforethe Assemby makesa
decisionon suchanappointmentit shallseekthe adviae of the PCT Committeefor Technical
Cooperation. The Committees advice,which is soughtby the presendocumaent, will be
submittedto the Assemblyduringits 40th session,whichis beng heldduring the sameperiod
as the sessionof the Committee.
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REQUIREMENTS TO BE SATISHED

5.  Theminimum requirement$or an Office to actasan International Seaching Authority
are setoutin PCT Rule36.1asfollows:

“The minimumrequirementseferredto in Article 16(3)(c)shallbethefollowing:

“(i) thenational Office or intergovernmatal organizéion musthaveat least100
full-time employeeswith sufficienttechncal qualificationsto carry outseartes;

“(ii) thatOffi ceor organzationmusthavein its possessin, or haveaccesdo, at
leastthe minimum documentatiomeferredto in Rule 34, propely arrange for seach
purposes,on paper,in microform or storedon electronic media;

“(iii) thatOffi ceor organzationmusthave a staff which is capabé of searching
the requiredtechntal fields andwhich hasthe languagdacilitiesto understad at least
thoselanguagesn which theminimumdocunentaton referred to in Rule 34 is written
or is trandated;

“(iv) thatOffi ceor organzationmusthavein place a quality managenentsystem
and interral review arrangements accordane with the commonrulesof international
search;

“(v) thatOfficeor organzationmusthold anappointmentasan Interndional
Preliminary Examning Authority.”

6. PCTRule63.1setsout equivalentminimumrequiremetsfor acing asanInterndional
Preliminary Examning Authority, exceptthatitem (v) requires the Officeto hold an
appointmentasan InternationalSearchingAuthority, sotha, in orderto med the
requremerts, it is esentialto beappoinedasbothtypes of Authority.

7.  The Committeeisinvited to giveits
advice on this matter.

[Appendicedollow]
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TEXT OF LETTER FROM THE ISRAELI COMMISSIONER
OF PATENTS DESIGNS AND TRADEMARKS
TO THE DIRECTORGENERAL OFWIPO

July 28, 2009

Dea Dr. Gurry,

The Isradi PatentOffice (ILPO) is pleasedo submit itsrequesto the PCT Committee
for Technical Cooperatior(PCT/CTQ for advice andto the PCT Union Assembly for its
approval, with the purposeof beingappontedan Internatonal Searchirg Authority (ISA) and
an Internatonal Preliminaly ExaminingAuthority (IPEA) in accordancewith Articles 16(3)
and 32(3)of the PCT.

We would like to emphagze that all relevantgoverrmental unitsin Israelunanimously
supportthisinitiative andconsideiit to be of paramountimportance.

During the courseof the pag few years theresour@sof the ILPO havebeenincreased
by reaquiting examnerswith excellentbadkground andeducdion for conduding intemational
seach andexamination by significantly enhanang andupgradng the ILPO’ s automation
systemsasawhole, by signingcontractdor gaining accessto relevantpatent documentation
and constanly but gradwally developingmechanisns for quality contol and paentexaminer
training. Althoudh somework still remainsto be compleed,we envision thatthe ILPO will
be ableto activelyfunctionasanISA/IPEA by theendof 2011.

We areconvincedthatasanISA/IPEA, thelLPOwill beable to reinforceits
commitmentto continuedexcellencean the areasof clientrelationsand sevice delivery,and
will reducetheworkloadof otherISAs.

The ILPO is awareof therequessubmittedby the Egyptian Paent Officeto be
appointedasan ISA/IPEA aswell, and wishesto seethe daywhenboththe Egyptian Patent
Office andtheILPO functionasISAs/IEPAs,for thebeneft of the PCT systemin theregion
and in theworld asawhole.

I would like to takethis opportunityto expressmy sinceregratitudeto you persanally
and to your colleagiesfor thekind supportandassistancéhatyou haveextendedo the
ILPO.

| look forwardto meetingyou againthis Sepember.

Yours sincerdy,
[signedby Dr. Meir Noam

Headof IsraelPatentOffice,
Commissionerof PatentsPesignsand Trademaks]

[AppendixIl follows]



PCT/CTCR24/3
APFENDIX 1l

APPOINTMENTOF THE ISRAEL PATENT OFFICE
AS AN INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY (ISA) AND
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY (IPEA)
UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY

1. BACKGROUND TO THE APPLICATION

Intellectualproperty,alongwith innovaton and credivity arestglesof theglobal
encompassig knowledye-based214 centuryeconomy Moreover,intellecual propety helps
to stimulateeconomiagrowthworldwide Thereforeit isof crudal importancefor counties
to fosterthetalens of their populacejnvestin reseach anddevelopment andeducatetheir
peopleasto theimportarce of intellectualpropety rights. Israelstandsat theforefront of and
focusesupon technologicatlevelopmehandadvaicenent,a posiion mantainedwith pride
for manyyeas. Furthemore,lsraelunshakablyetainsits place atnumber15in thelist of
countriesutilizing the PCT mechanism Thelsrael Patent Office (ILPO) is dedicaedto
furtheringall aspect of intellectualpropaty rightsin orde to bendit notonly theeconomy,
but techndogy andthussocietyasawhole. ThelLPOstrivesto attain this vision by aiming
at theachievementof thefollowing standards:

1. Maintaining maximumtransparencyowadsits clientsin termsof procedures,
opeationandchallenges.

2.  Constanlly improvingservicesfferedto its clientsandenhancingcommunication
with the public.

3.  Cooperating with bodies authoritesand states for enhancingthe useof
Intellectual Propety, creatinga betterplatformfor collaboratonin Intellectual
Property relatedl issuesandincreasng theuseandawarenssof Intellectual
Property nationaly andinternationally

2. OVERVIEW

In 2006,the ILPOwasestablishedsan Executve Ageng/ (EA) in Israd, after
operatingas adepartmentvithin the Ministry of Justie@ sincel948 As anEA, thelLPO has
greder flexibility thanotherlsraeli governnentdepartmrentsin the managemaent of humanand
finandal resource. Thisdevelopmenglsoallowedfor therecruitmentof addiional
examings andconsideably improvedworking conditions,sothatthe posiion of patent
examine within the ILPO becamanoreattractive to well-qualified candidaés.

Furthernore,on April this yearthe ILPOmovedfrom its temporay premisesto an
exclusivebuilding atthe MalchaHi-TechPak, in Jerusale (4,700sgm).

The ILPO’ s ongoing commitmentto maintaning andimprovingservie levelshas
necessitatedrequentandpeiodic recruitmentof addtiond paentexaminers(seeitemno.3
for furtherdetals). Mostof the L PO s paientexaminershold a mastersdegreeor PhDin
variousfields of sciencehavingahighlevel of proficiency in Englishas well asin atleast
one additionalforeignlanguage Moreover, the ILPO hasbee taking comprehensive
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measureso increaseexaminatiorefficiency sud asdevebpingapapelessenvironment,
enablingonlinefiling, etc.

The ILPO hasbeencontinuouslyupgradingts internd auomation system (in al
departmens) into a significantlymore modernand efficientone This gradualautomation
upgradeis ongoing andhasenabledhe ILPO to frequenty improveits working methodsand
functionality, aswell asprovidebetterserviceto its clients.

Automationinitiativeswithin theILPOinvolve, inter alia, collabordion beweenthe
ILPO andWIPO, asfollows:

A. Establshnmentof aDigital Acces Servcefor Priority Documens. Thisinitiative
will benefitWIPO, aswell asotherPatentOfficesworldwide Moreover,it will
primarily serveto assistapplicantssinceit aims at reducng the costof orderingpaper
certified copiesof priority documentdor fil ing in other PatentOfficesaroundthe
world.

B. Automation of PatentAdministrationin theILPO. This projed includes
full-featuredpatentand PCT applicatiors thatwill enhane evey aspect of work in the
IsraeliPaentOffice. Thereaulting applicaionsof thisjoint venuurewill providean
enormousstepforwardfor the ILPO toward beconing a pape&lessandsorhisticatedIP
Office, andwill bebeneficialnotonly for Israd, butothercountresaswell.

We beliewe thatsuchcollaborationbetween WIPO andthe ILPO enphasize thetrust
and confidercein thelLPO’s IT toolsandtechnobgy empbyed.

Currently,the ILPO’ s backlogis estimatedit 15,509appications,coverngall
technologicafields. Thegradualincreasen thenumberof patent examiners and thenew
automaion sysemmentionedabovehaveaready resulta in a positive impacton production
and, consequethy, will resolvethis situaton within ashortperiodof time.

Furthermorethe ILPO undegoesthe scrutiry of an outsideGovernmatal commitee,
responsibldor seting andverifying adherenceo work relaed goak, including the numberof
applicationsexaminedannually This commtteereviewsthe ILPO seveal timesayear,after
which areportisissuedandrecommendtionsare implemented Today,notonly hasthe
ILPO metall setgoals but hasexceededhem aswell. Consequenyi, thelLPO’sbackloghas
decreasedy seveal years.

Afterthoroud considerationthe IL PO officials cameto the conclusionthatoffering its
servicesasanISA/IPEA would not prejudicethe ILPO’ s ability to redu the national
applicationbacklay.

It should be notedthatapplicantsandresidens of Israé will neverthdessretan the
prerogativeof sekectingeitherthe USPTO or the EPOasanISA/IPEA.
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3. BENEFITSTO THE PCTSYSTEM

The ILPO wishesto be appointedasanISA/IPEA andeventualy to offer its seach and
examindion servicego applicantdrom all Contraging Staes,thoughinitially the Office will
considerrequestdy receivingOfficesunde PCT Rule 35 for the ILPO to act as a competent
Authority on anindividual basisin orderto ensurehat it is ableto meetthelikely levelsof
demandeffectively.

In termsof advanagesto the PCT sygemasawhole,nominating thelLPOasan
ISA/IPEA will serveto alleviatetheincreasedinternaionad PCTworkloadmostISAs/IPEAS
have curenty been facing Thisworkload has creaedbackbgsboth in numbe and
applicationpendingtime, andin turn havecausel a degre of legd uncetainty, resultingin
difficulties for industrialistsn makinginvestimentdecisions.

Establishmenof the ILPO asanadditiona ISA/IPEA will improvethetimelinessof
delivery of interndional searchreportsandinterndiond preliminaryreportson patentabilit.
Suchrepotswill beof highestquality, basedonthe knowledgeandexpertis the ILPO’s
examings possess.

Moreover the admnistrativetasksof this Internatonal Authority will be performel by
the staff of the nationalreceivingOffice who havea wedth of previousexperiencein awide
variety of PCT-relatedmatters.

4. SEARCHAND EXAMINA TION RESOURCIES

By 2010the ILPO will haveover 100full time paentexamners(notincludingdesigns,
trademarksandPCT examiners Preserly, the ILPO has80full time patent examinersand
accading to its annualwork planfor 2009-2010is in the processof rearuiting 15 additional
examings by theend of 2009 A further10 paentexaminersat leastwill berecuitedby
mid-2010,while the necessargfficial decisionsandadministrative stepshavebeentakenfor
the expediteccompldion of thista, including the prepaation of training programs Further
recruitmentswill beauthorizedcontingentuponthe Assenbly’ s appointnentof thelLPO as
an Internatonal Authority.

All patentexaminersareemployedby the Stake of Israel(i.e. Civil Servans) ona
full-time basis and arewholly dedicatedo paentseart andexaminaion. Theseexamnelrs
are alsoinvolvedin thetrainingof newly recruted examinerswhenrequired With respecto
acacemicqualificationsall patentexamnershavea universitydegree in technologyor
natural sciene andin somecasedurtherposgraduae degressuchasDSc,PhDor the
equivalentthereof.

The Paents divisions of the ILPO comprisepatentexamnersin thefieldsof Electricity
& PhysicsMachnery,BiotechnologyOrganicChemisty, Industrid Chemstry, aswell as
Constructon andFoodstuffs& Healthcare.

Searchesandexaminationscurrentlyperformel underthe Isradi naionallaw are
carriedoutin acardancewith PCT Internatonal Seach and Prdiminary Examination
Guidelinesfor InternationalAuthorities Hence,no significantadjustnentwil | berequiredin
thisrespect.
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5. COMPETENCE OF PATENT EXAMINERS

Israelis knownfor its advancedechnologyandlarge numbe of high-tech conpaniesin
manydiversefields The ILPOpatentexaniners are all expersinther fields Previougdy to
employmentby the IL PO, manyof the paientexaminerswereempbyed in thar industial
field andarethereforewell versedn therelakedtechnoloy. Thisdiversityin examiner
competencisis warrantedby the multi-faceed strucure of our nationalindusty.
Additionaly, theexaminershold advancd acacemic degresin their respective branche of
scienceor technolay. Specifically,the Biotechnobgy, Chemistry andPharnmadivision has
42 examiners15 of whomhold PhD degreesn Biotechnobgy relaedfields In thefield of
ComputerScience the ILPO employs6 patentexaniners,all with degreesfrom Israel s best
univergties.

All examirersarefluentin EnglishandHebrew Someexaminersalso haveexcellent
knowledgeof German, French,RussianSpanishArabic, Italian,Romanianand Poituguese
A largenumberof examinersareableto work in two foreignlanguages.

New examinersundergotwo yearsof intensivetraining by a seniorexaming, along
with lecturesfrom experts Thistrainingprogram provides the examine with a better
undeastandirg of procedureandlegalagpeds of patentlaw. Thistrainingalso enhanceshe
capaility of examnersto performnovely searches in particularand their examination
competencen general.

A largenumberof patentexaminersaregraduaesof prestigiousuniversitessuchasthe
Tednion,Weizmann Instituteandthe Hebrewuniversiyy. Examnersarefurtherencourged
to participae in seminarsandcoursesn their respeate technolaical fieldsin orderto
maintain andupddae their competencieata high level.

6. RECHVING AND PROCESSING PATENTAND PCTAPPLICATIONS

The total numberof applicatonsperyearis nealy 7,800,0f which approxmatly 82%
comethroudh the PCT System(nationalphaseentries). In 2008,thelsreaeli PCTreceiving
Office (RO/IL) receivedandprocesseanorethan 1,700internationalappications originated
by Isradis, wheras6,288applicationsenteredexamination at the national phaseandwere
also dealtwith by ILPO asadesignated/elctal Office.

IsraeliPCT appicarts havecorsistentlyplacedamongthe 15 mostprolific usersof the
PCT sygemin theworld, asstatedpreviously Thehigh numbe of PCTfili ngsatthelLPO,
despite the option of usingthe InternationaBureau(IB) route signifiesatrustin the quality
of servicedeliveredby the ILPO.

It should be notedthatall Israelipatentappicationsaresubmttedin the English
languageard thereis no mandatoryprerequisie to transhtetheminto Hebrew.

Currently,the ILPO patentexaminershavethe capaity to processapproximatdy 6,500
applicationsperannum As the examiningstaffis setto increaseby theend of 2009,this
capaity will achieveamarkof 7,200applicationsper year.
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7. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

In 2002,the ILPO beganits effortsto moderniz operdions by devebpinginformation
technologysoluionsfor the procesingof paentapplications This wasdonewith the
expresspuiposeof improvingaccesgo paentdataandto achievegreata efficiencygainsin
thedeliveryof paentproductsandservices.

Theseearlyeffortshaveled to thedeploynmentof “PARSIL’ (Patent Administration and
RegistrationSystemfor the[Israel] PatentDepartnent) anautomaed sysemfor
administrationof patentapplicationsajoint venure of the ILPO andWIPO createdin 2004
This automaed sysemincorporategheenire proaessof paentadministraton fromfiling to
grart, includingsearchandexaminationfunctions,andincludes an extensivesd of controls,
chedks and mechanismso facilitatethe processig andmaintenanceof patentapplications
and patents.

The capabiity of simultaneouscces to asingledocumat by a multiplicity of uses
has allowedtheLPO to processa greatemunber of applcations, correspondencandfee
payments withouta subgquentincreasan supportstaff.

Currently,all paentapplicationgeceivedn paperform areimmediatdy scannednto
the PARSIL systemwhile imagesof applicationsenteringthe national phaseunder
the PCT areloadeddirectly from WIPO's PATENTSCOPE® System.

As of theonsetof 2009,the ILPO offersawebsit graning the public accessto our
patentregistry Publicaccesss availabkto all paentdoamens, induding bibliographic
details, annualfee paymentsandlegal stausinformation of patents It is now possibleto
conductsearchesvithin the ILPO databas&asel on thefollowing criteria  hameof
applicant, name of inventors key wordsfrom thetitl e of theinvention, international
classification, etc. Thewebsiteis bothEnglishandHebrewsupportedThe ILPO hasbeen
undeagoinganintensiveproces of OCRin cooperabn with WIPO,to be completedby the
end of 2002 Thiswill allow for afull seach service

At presentthelLPO is involvedin creatirg a paperessintellectual propety
environmert anda public webste for carrespond@ceand informaion. In addtion, thelLPO
isnow in the procesf upgradingexpandng and enhaning its current Patet Systemandits
existing website, enablingonline submissiorof intellectual propety applicaions, online
seach of the PaentRegistry,andonline submssion andreceapt of applicant s
correpondence.

A new sysemplanredto replacethe current PCT RO systemis now in thefinal stages
of desgn andaboutto commencalewelopment. It toowill leadto papelessintemational
applicationfiles andwill supportall correspond@ce with theapplcants,paymeitsandthe
entirefile’slife cycle This projectis supportedand aciompanedby WIPO. Furthermore,
WIPOQO is fully authorizedo grantanylicenseregardng this sysemanditsintellectual
property rights to any otherthird party,in accordancewith its cooper#éion adivities andto
establishthe condiionsunderwhich thelicenseis to begraned.
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Technology and Environment employed by the ILPO

The currentILPO sysemwasdevelopedn the Microsoft .Netenvironment with
Client/Server archtecture usinga Microsoft SQL Serverdatabase.

The ILPO patentexaminersareequippedwith Pentum IV workstdionswith XP
OperatingSystemandWindows 2003Server Each worksiation hasa CD-ROM drive and
Internetaccesshrough a high-speedconnedbn. This providespatent examnerswith the
necessaryfacilitiesto conducttheir searchandexamination functions.

The ILPO implementednanyintermationalstandardgor improving the effici ency,
availability, flexibility, scalabilityand managehility of the systens.

The ILPO’s ServiceManagemenimplementgheITIL Standard(Informaton
TednologylInfrastructure.ibrary) the mostwidely aceptel approacto IT service
managemernin theworld. ThelLPO adoptel adisaste recovey policy andis in theprocess
of implemanting GeoClustemhich protectsthe organizaion from equipmaet failures,power
outagesandnatural disasters.

The ILPO’s Serverfarm containsHP Bladeserverghataremanagedinde VMware
which providesa completelyvirtualizedsetof hardware Its website opaatesonavery high
data searrity level, using severalfirewalls andstrict security policy.

8. TRAINING AND JOB DESCRIPTIONSOF PATENT EXAMINERS

The ILPO training systemhasbeendevelopedoasto allow for therapid reauitment
and trainingof asmarny newexaminersaspossibé newdemandrequires.

New examinersaretrainedandsupervisedy a senor examner for a period of 24
morths,aspreviouslystated(section5). Theseniorexamine hastherole of a personatutor
and is respasible for all decisionanadeby the new examinerin the processingf an
application During this apprenticeshimpewexaminersparicipatein in-housetraining
programscomprisinga basiccourseof 80 hoursthatimpars deepinsightinto the patent
processingprocedurancludingknowledgeof variouslegd aspecd of paentlaw and
performingsearcles,asexplainedabovein sedion 5. Thesetraining prograns alsoconfer
uponnewexaminersabroademperspectivef the patent, suchastherole of paentsasan
economicaltool for enhancingnnovationandasa strategic businesgool for companies.

All patentexaminersarekeptupdatedasto relevantchangesn paentrelaed
legislation practiee andprocedures Therearealso regulr training adivities onimproved
seachtools.

After concluding theappenticeperiod,examnersparticipae in an “extendedpatent
cours€ of 100hoursorganizedby the ILPO in conjuncton with the paentattorneyoffices
and supportof Isradi Universities Therearealsoongoingin-housdanguaecourses The
overallideain this trainingis continuingthe examnerseducaon.
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Examinersareauthaizedto maketheir own dedsionsafter thoroughverificaion of
their compeeéncies andskills. Thereis anexamnation attheendof eachyea duringthe
training period Uponsuccesful completionof afinal examtheyareawardeda patent
examine cerificate, approvedandsignedby the Commgsione.

Examinersareencouagedto participatein semnarsandcoursesn thar respetive
technologicafieldsin orderto maintainandupdat their compeénciesatahighlevel, as
stated in section 5.

An examinerwho hasbeenauthorizedo work independentlycarries out searchesand
examindionsof applicationswvithout strict supervision However, decsionson refusalof
grant or grantmustalwaysbediscusseavith andapprovel by a seniorexaminer.

9. QUALITY CONTROL

Quality is of paranountimportanceo the ILPO. Overthe courseof the pasttwo years,
we havetaken measirestowardsinstitutinga qudity controlframeworkfor the processingf
nationd appicatons Additionally,thelLPOis in the procesf meeing theinternational
standardgor acquiringlSO 9000certificaion. At presentquality controlmedanismsatthe
ILPO alreadycovermostof therequiremats of the Quality Framevork setoutin Chapter21
of thePCT Internatonal SearchandPreliminary Examinaion Guidelines;workto coverall
requremeris of thatQuality Framework is unde way. Contol mechanisns presentlyin
placeareindicatedbelow:

Resources

As statedn sectbn 4, thelLPO currentlyhas80 examners,will recruit15 further
examines by theend of 2009andin mid 2010theILPO will haveover 100 examners. 30 of
the existing examinershavemorethan10 yearsexperiencein thethear respetive fields of
science ThelLPO examinerdhavethelanguayeskillsto comprehad at leastthoselanguages
in which aminimum documentations referredto in Rule 34, as well asseveralothers.

The ILPO hasawell trained,competenadministrative staff compised of 18 employees
well vereedin not only supportinghetechntal staff, butin dealing with applicantsaswell.

The ILPO spaesno effort to achievethe highestlevd of technologyavalable, as
specifiedin section?.

Regardingaccesdo atleag a minimumof docunentaion referredto in Rule 34, please
seetheannex

In ensuringhe quality of examinationwork, a central role is playedby the continually
updaed Paentdirectives which containinstructonsin respecto thework. Thisfacilitates
staff comprehensin andadherencéo quality criteria and high standards

The ILPO maintinsarigoroustrainingregime, with the expresspurposeof ensuring
theacquistion andcontinuechigh level of necessay experience andskills of the personnel,
as detailedin sectons5 and8.
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Administration

All procaluresfrom examinationuntil grantor rejection, including all quality related
measuresare doaumentedandmaintairedin PARSIL. Thisallowsfor tradking and
monitoring the quality processn its entirely, utilizing BusinessintelligenceReportg(* Bl
Reports). Thesereportsareutilized by senor managerswithin theILPO to facilitatetheir
decisionmakingprocesseandto monitor fluctuaionsin demand andbackbg. Thisis the
maintool usedto trackchangesandtrendsin national application submssons.

In addition,the ILPOhasa client feedbackmechaismin placefor filed paent
applications Clientfeedbacks always checkedthoroughlyandany acion thatmaybe
warrantedis taken,beit correctiveor preventive In thisvein, we have putin placea
mechanisnthatincludesmeetingwith represatativesfrom bothlocalindusty andpatent
attorneyfirms periodicallyto discusqualty relatedissuesaswell ascirculaing customer
satisfactionquestiomaires

Quality Assurance

The ILPO hasproceduresn placefor thetimely issueof seach andexamination reports
of quality standard In generakerms,eachexamining divisionis responsibleor quality
concerningits own area.

This processstarts with the Headof eachtechntal groupresponsile for carrying out
Searchand Examination,who distributesthe appicationsto examinersin accordancevith
theirtechnicalgudif icationsandattributes Furthermore ead techntal groupHeadis also
responsibldor performinga secondargxamination on atleast 20%of all groupapplicaions
Final apprové, aswell asfinal rejecton, is decidal by the groupHeadtogethe with ead
examine. Additionally, Division Headsrandom/ review examinerrepors on adaily basis
Finally, during the publicationprocessrior to aceptance,a groupof designatel examiners
reviewsall applicationsonceagain.

DivisionHeadsare alsoresponsibldor the contol of resourcesguiding of work and
theuniformity of practicesamongtechncal groupsin hisor herdivision. Theobjectiveis to
ensure thatsearchandexaminatiorof anyappication shouldleadto the sameresult
irrespetive of whichtechnicalgroupperformel thetask Oneof theresuling measuresaken
wasto upgradeboth seach andexaminatbn reportssoas to conformwith International
seach andexaminationreportformats

The ILPO alsohasa quality dedicatedControl Grouptha verifies all objedionsare
supportedoy articles,rulesandCommissonefscirculars In ensuringhe qudity of
examindion work, acentralrole is playedby the continudly updded Patent direcives,which
containinstructonsin respecto thework, aspreviouslystaed.

A specialwork group hasbeenappointedo developand supportseach methodsbased
on thedatabaseat the disposalof theILPO. Membes of this groupconsst of our mog
competentxaminers all of who arewell acquantedwith the useof databases Compeence
and numberof examinerss animportantaspecof qudity. PCTminimumrequiremerg are
fully metby theILPO in thisrespect Thisis dealt with separatly in section 3.
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Communications and Guidance to Users

The ILPO hasanexcellentrapportwith our applicants We areconmittedto replyto
al applicantrequestswithin 24 hours Moreover,the lLPO websike contans acompehensive
and compkteguideto the searchandexamnation process

Internal review

The ILPO is currently investigatirg utilizing anexternd resourcdor scrutnizing and
ensuing complancewith therequirementsetoutin our qudity measures.

10. EXAMINATION METHODS AND TOOLS

Searchesaremainly conductecklectroncally onlinethroughSTN. Thomson
Innovationdaabasesccesiblethroughthe Interret arenaturaly avalable. IT tools,
including work stationsused by the examinersareof a highandmodernstandarg asdetailed
in secton5.

Our collection of patentdocument@ndotherpublicationsin paperform is very
comprehensivandis usedwheneveideenedapproprate.

The annexprovidesdetailedinformationon thedoaumentfiles anddaabases available
to examinersfor searchpurposs

11. ELECTRONIC FILIN G AND PROCESSING

Electronicfiling of applicatiors with the Officewill becmepossibleat the endof
2010. Thisalsoappliesto filing of PCT applications We aimto introducefull electionic
filesandeledronicfiling in the procesingof applicaionsduring2011 To thisend,all patent
applicationsand relateddocumentatiomavebeen broughtinto electronicform, a process
initiatedduringthe beginningof 2007.
12. CONCLUSONS

The ILPO hasdenondratedits capdility to meetthe PCTrequirementsof an
ISA/IPEA onthebasisof thefollowing attributes:

(i) highly qualfied, young, competenandgrowingcorpsof paentexaminersin all
disciplines,possessingilingual, oftenmultili ngualcapabilties;

(i) A modernandefficientautomategatentprocessingysten;

(i)  Ondineresourcesvhichwill permitthe lLPOto meetthe minimum
doaumentatbn requirements;

(iv) Anorganizaional commitmento the pursut of excellencein clientrelationsand
senice delivery.

[Annexfollows]
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ANNEX

PCT MINIMUM DOCUMENTATION USED BY THE ISRAEL PATENT OFFICE

1. PCT minimum documentation

The PCTminimumdocumentatiomsdefinedin the PaentCooperain Treay Rule34.1
(PCT Rule34.1)compriespatentpublicatonssince19200n pape, microfilm or electonic
carriers,suchasCD/ DVD-ROM discsandcomputerizZd databases An internationakearch
on apatentapplication shallbe madeby consuling at least the doaumentdion underthe PCT
Rule 34.1,after which aninternationalseach reportis esablishal. Theseart repot can
only be prepare by anindudrial propertyoffice having the PCT minimum documentatn at

its disposal.

2. The PCT minimum documentation includes

2.1 Patent Literature

Databasecceswyia Coverage Data Countries
Thomsam Innovation
UnltedS_tatesPaEnts— March200% _Blbllogramlctext, full text, full United States
Applications(US) present images
United StaesPaents— 1971-present Bibliographic text, full text, full United States
Grarted (US) images
1790-1971 | Full images United States
DerwentWorld Patents Englishlanguageabstracts,
Index (DWPI) 1963-present enhancedtitles, Derwentimages 4l
Eurgpean Patens — 1979-present| Bibliographictext, full images |22
Applications(EP-A) 1987-present| Full text 22
GermanPaents— 1987-present | Full text Gemary
Applications 1968-present | Biblio, first claim,full images |Gemary
GermanPdaents— 1987-present | Full text Gemary
Grarted 1968-present | Biblio, first claim,full images |Gemary
INPADOC Family and |1968-present|Bibliographictext, full images |71 world
Legd Status for most patent
signatories
PaentAbstracs of October Bibliographic text, Japan
JapanPAJ) 1976-present | representate image
Switzerland (CH) 199001-15 |Images Switzeland
preent
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Databasaccesvia Coverage Data Countries
Thomsam Innovation
WIPO PCT Publications| 1978-present | Bibliographictext, full text 175+
(WO) 1978-present| Full images 175+
Israeli Patents- 1921-present| Full images Isreel
Grarted(IL)

Othea on-line tools

Patent literaturesearchesitilize WPI, alongwith certain full textdaabases.
2.2 Non Patent Literature

Non-patert literature searchesitilize INSPEC, COMPENDEX,MEDLINE, ELSEVIERand
IEEEamongothersyia STN. Additionally Chemical abstrat andBIOSIS,along with
EMBASE, accessettia STN, areusedfor searclesin chenistry, pharmaeuicalsand
biotech STN andThomsoninnovationarealsousedfor acessng otherdataibasessneeded
Varioususefulinternetsitespertainirg to addiional doaumenation and the classiication
systemareavailablevia intranet Currenty, thelLPOhasaaesso almostall of thenon
patentliteraturevia STN andThomsoninnovaton or via dedcated websites, as indicated
below:

PERIODICAL DATABASE | STN | Thomson | Web
Acta ChemtaScandinavica\cta chem scand
003 CA X X
Acta Pharmaeutca Acta pharm 235 X
Alcatd TeleommuncationsReview (1) 047 INSPEC X X
Analytical Chamistry Anal. chem 010 CA X X
Angewandé Cheme Angew. chem 011 CA X X
Applied Optics Appl. opt 013 CA X X
AppliedPhystsLettersAppl. phys lett. 014 CA X X
ATZ. AutomobiltechnischeZeitschrift CA X
AutomotiveEngineeringinternational
Aviation Weekand Space Technology INSPEC X
BBA Biochimicaet BiophyscaActa Biochim. X
biophys acta210
Bell LabsTechnicalJournalBell labstech j.
231 X
BiochemicalandBiophysical Research
CommunicatbnsBiochem biophys. res X
commun 214
Biochemstry Biochemstry 211 X
BioscienceBiotechmlogy andBiochemstry CA X X
Biosci. biotechnol biochem 005
Bulletin of the ChemicalSocietyof JaparBull. CA X X

chem soc jpn. 033
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PERIODICAL

DATABASE

STN

Thomson

Web

Byte Byte 221

CancerResearclCancerres. 212

Cdl Cdl 218

XXX

Chanmical Abstrads

CA

Chemical andEngineeringNews Chem eng.
news 027

CA

Chemical andPharmaceuticaBulletin Chem
pharm bull. 028

CA

X

X

Chemical Comnunicationg/A) Chem
commun

CA

Chenmical Engineeing Chem eng 029

CA

Chanmical ReviewsChem rev. 031

CA

Chanmie-IngeneurTechnik
Chemieingenieuriechnk 035

CONPENDEX

Cheanmistry and Industy Chem ind. 038

CA

X[ X | X|X| X

Clinical Chemstry Clin. chem. 215

XX X | X[X] X

Collectionof CzechoslovalkChemical
CommunicatnsCollect czechokv. cham.
commun 041

CA

X

Coloration TechnologyColor. technol 148

Contol Engineerng Controleng. 045

CA

Dalton Transactions

Dalton Transactions(B) Daltontrans

CA

XX | XX

DerwentBiotechnologyAbstracts

EcanomicBotany, Journalof the Scciety of
EconomicBotanyEcon bot. 236

EDN EDN 230

Eledronic Design Electron des. 049

CONPENDEX

ElectronicEngineeringDesgn Electron eng
050

INSPEC

X | X|X] X

ElectronicLetters

ElectronicsWorld Electon. world 168

X

Elektor

Elektronik Elektronk 204

EMBO JournalEMBO j. 217

XX

EuropeanJournalof InorganicChemigry Eur.
j. inorg. chem 232

X

EuropeanJournalof OrganicChemisry Eurj.
org. chem 108

Fitoterapa Fitotergia 240

GeneGene 197

IBM Journalof ResearclandDevelopmat
IBM j. res develop 062

INS

X [ X|X] X

IEEE ElectronDevicelettersIEEE electon
device lett. 205

X

IEEE Journalof QuantumElectronicsiEEE].
guantumelectron 064

INS
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PERIODICAL DATABASE | STN | Thomson | Web

IEEE Journalof Solid StateCircuitsIEEE;. INS X X
sdid-statecircuits 065
IEEE Spedrum IEEE spectum 067 X
IEEE Transadbnson AdvancedPackaging(B) X
IEEE trars. adv. Packaging
IEEE Transadbnson Aerospacend
ElectronicSysemsIEEE trans aerosp X
eledron. syst 068
IEEE Transadbnson BiomedicalEngineering X
IEEE trans. biomed eng 071
IEEE Transadbnson Communication$EEE X
trans. commun 073
IEEE Transaabnson Componentand
Packagingrechnobgy (A) IEEEtrans X
compon packagtechnol
IEEE Transadbnson ComputerdEEE trans.

X
comput 074
IEEE Transadbnson ConaimerElectroncs X
IEEE trans. consum electron 072
IEEE Transadbnson ElectronDevices|IEEE X
trars. electron devices075
IEEE Transadbnson ElectronicsPackagng
Manufacturing(C) IEEE trans electron X
packag manut
IEEE Trarsactonson Instrumentatiorand X
MeasurementEEE trans instrum meas 077
IEEE Transadbnson Microwawe Theay and
TedniqueslEEE trans microwavetheor. tech. X
078
IEEE Transadbnson NuclearSciencd EEE

) X

trars. nud. sci. 208
IEEE Transadbnson Signal Processg IEEE X
trars. sighalprocess069
IEEE Transadbnson Ultrasonics
FerroelecttsandFrequencyControl IEEE X
trars. ultrason ferroelectr freg. Control
IEICE Transactbnson CommunicationgB)

X
IEICE trans commun.
IEICE Transacibnson ElectronicgC) IEICE X
trars. electron
IEICE Transacitbnson Fundamentalsf
Electronics CommunicationandCompute X
Sciences(A) IEICE trans fundam electron
commun conmput Sci.
IEICE Transacibnson Information and X
systemgD) IEICE trans inf. syd.
Industrial andEngineeringChemidry Resarch X

Ind. eng chem res 083
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PERIODICAL

DATABASE

STN

Thomson

Web

JamneseJournalof Applied Physicspn j.
appl. phys 090

JOMJOM 102

Joumnal of AgriculturalandFoodChemistryJ.
agic. food chem 092

Journalof Applied PhysicsJ. appl phys 096

Joumnal of Applied PolymerSciencel. appl
polym. sd. 097

X X X | X| X

Joumnal of Biological Chemigry J. biol. chem
209

X

Journalof ChineseMedicine

Joumnal of Chromatagraphy B, Analytical
Tednologiesin the BiomedicalandLife
Sciences

X

Journalof Crysial GrowthJ. cryst growth 177

Joumnal of Ethnopharmacology.
ethnophamacol 238

Journalof Immunobgy J. immunol 216

Journalof NaturalProdicts J. nat. prod 241

Journalof Nutrition J. nut 242

Joumnal of OrganometallicChemisry J.
organometchem 104

X X X|X| X | X

Joumnal of Polymer Science Polymer
chemistry(A) J. polym. sci., A, Polym. chem

X

Joumnal of Polymer Science Polymer physics
(B) J. polym. sci., B, Polym. phys.

Joumnal of the AcousticalSocietyof America J.

acaust soc. am 001

INSPEC

Joumnal of the AmericanCeramicSocietyJ.
am ceram soc 007

CONPENDEX

Joumnal of the AmericanChemicalSociet J.
am chem soc 008

CA

Joumnal of the ElectroclemicalSocietyJ.
eledrochem soc 048

CONPENDEX

Joumnal of the Optical Societyof America -
Optics Image ScienceandVision (A) J. opt
sac. am A, Opt imagesci. vis.

IndianJounal of Traditional Knowledge

Joumnal of the Optical Societyof America
OpticalPhystcs(B) J. opt soc am, B, Opt.
phys

KobunshiRonbunsh / Japanesédournalof
Polymer ScienceandEngineering<obunshi
ronbunshu091

KobunshiRonbunsh / JapaeseJournalof
Polymer ScienceandEngineeringobunshi
ronbunshu091

Konstrukion




PCT/CTCR4/3
Appendixll, pagel5

PERIODICAL

DATABASE

STN

Thomson

Web

Kunststoffe PlastEuropeKunstst plad eur.
110

Machine DesignMach. des 112

Measuremen$cienceandTechnoloy Meas.
sd. technol 106

Medicinal andAromatic PlantsAbstracs

Metal Finishing Met. finish 117

Methodsin Enzynology Methodsenzymol
213

X

ModernPlastcs International

MPA - MessenPrifen Automatiseren

Nature Biotechnobgy Nat. biotechnol 233

Nature Nature 195

Nucleic AcidsReseark Nudeic acidsres 198

OpticsandSpectosmpy/ Opt spectrosc/

Optics Commnunicatons Opt. commun 180

Optikai spetroskopa Opt. spektrosk

Organt & biomolecular chemstry

Organc & biomolecularchemistry(D) Org.
biomol. chem

CA

Pharnaceuti@al Biology Pharm biol. 239

Philips Jaurnalof Reseech Philipsj. res 129

PhysicalChemstry Chenical Physics

CA

PhysicalChemistryChemicalPhysics(C)
PCCR Phys. chem chem phys.

XXX IX| XXX XXX X[ X

PhysicalReviewandPhysical ReviewLetters
IndexPhys. rev. Phys rev. lett. Index

X

PhysicalReview B, Condensedatterand
MaterialsPhysic (B) Phys rev. B, Condens
mattermaier. phys

X

PhysicalReview C, NuclearPhysics(C) Phys
rev. C, Nucl. phys

X

PhysicalReview D, Particles Gravitation and
CosmetologyD) Phys rev. D

Phytohemstry Phytochenistry 243

PhybtherapyResearchPTR, Phytother res
244

Plant Physblogy Plantphysbol. 223

PlantaMedicaPlantamed 245

Plastverarbdéter Plastverabeiter 132

XIX|X] X |X| X

Playthings

Polymer Science(A) Polym sci. And

X

Polymer Science SeriesB /
VysokomokkularnyeSoedineniaSeriaA |
Seré B (B) Polym sci. SeriesB / Vysokonol.
socedn., Ser A ser B

Popular Mechancs

Popula Sciene Pop sa. 219
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PERIODICAL DATABASE | STN | Thomson | Web
PowerPowerl35 X
Proceedingsof the IEEE Proc I.E.E.E 066 X
Procealings of the National Academyof
Sciencesof the USA Proc natl acad sci. X
U.S.A 1%

REE Rewedel’ Electriciteetde

I'Electronque

ResaarchDisclosureRes discl. 234 X
Review of Scientific InstrumentsRev. sci.

. X
instrum 139

RFENo abbreviatedtitle available 181 X
RubberChemisty andTechnolgy Rubbe X
chem technol 141

Russiarjournalof appliedchemistry/ Zurnd

prikladnojhimii Russj. appl chem / Z. prik. X
him.

RussianJournalof GeneralChemisty / Zurnal X
obsejhimii Rus j. gen chem/ Z. obs him.

RussianJournd of Organic Chemstry X
Science X
Scientific American X
Semicondictors/ Fizika i tehnika

poluprovodnkov SemiconductorsFiz. teh. X
poluprovodn 183

SMPTE Journal X
Solid-StateElectroncs X
Solid-StateTechnology X
Stahl undEisen X
Staoids X
TAPPIJaurnal X
Tedhnical PhysicsLetters/ Pismav Zumd

Temicexkoj Fiziki Tech phys. lett. / Pissmaz. X
teh. fiz. 185

Tetrehedron X
TetrehedronLetters X
Textile Researclournal X
TheJournalof Organc Chemstry X
Thin Solid Films X
TheKoreanJournalof Traditiond Knowledge X
TR Transfer

VDI-Nachrichten

VDI-Z

Wate EnvironmentResearch X
WESCONConfaenceProcedings X
Xerox DisdosureJourna X
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The ILPO is in theproces of makingarrangenentsfor acessto theremaining few
journalsandwil | havetheseavailablefor searting prior to commencingopeaationasan
InternationalAuthority.

[End of Annex,of Appendixli
ard of documenjt



