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Summary
This document contains proposed amendments to the Regulations under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)[footnoteRef:2], based on the recommendations by the PCT Working Group (“the Working Group”) for submission to the current session of the Assembly. [2:  	References in this document to “Articles” and “Rules” are to those of the PCT and the Regulations under the PCT (“the Regulations”), or to such provisions as proposed to be amended or added, as the case may be.  References to “national laws”, “national applications”, “the national phase”, etc., include references to regional laws, regional applications, the regional phase, etc.] 

Proposed Amendments
Annexes I to V set out proposed amendments to the Regulations under the Patent Cooperation Treaty.  The amendments are as recommended by the PCT Working Group at its twelfth session, held in Geneva from June 11 to 14, 2019.
The proposed amendments relate to the following matters:
(a) safeguards in case of outages affecting Offices (Rule 82quater, as set out in Annex I);  for further information see document PCT/WG/12/17 and paragraphs 89 to 95 of document PCT/WG/12/24;
(b) correction or addition of indications under Rule 4.11 (Rule 26quater, as set out in Annex II);  for further information see document PCT/WG/12/8 and paragraphs 96 to 99 of document PCT/WG/12/24;
(c) erroneously filed elements and parts of the international application (Rules 4, 12, 20, 40bis, 48, 51bis, 55 and 82ter, as set out in Annex III);  for further information see document PCT/WG/12/9 and paragraphs 100 to 110 of document PCT/WG/12/24;
(d) transfer of PCT Fees (Rules 15, 16, 57 and 96, as set out in Annex IV);  for further information see document PCT/WG/12/20 and paragraphs 35 to 40 of document PCT/WG/12/24;
(e) availability of the file held by the International Preliminary Examining Authority (Rules 71 and 94, as set out in Annex V);  for further information see document PCT/WG/12/12 and paragraphs 111 to 116 of document PCT/WG/12/24.
In line with the Working Group’s understanding that there may be “possible further drafting changes to be made by the Secretariat”, the International Bureau also proposes:  (i)  to add the words “in accordance with Rule 96.2” to Rule 16.1(c), to clarify that search fees collected in the fixed currency would be subject to the same transfer arrangements as all other fees;  and (ii)  to use the word “Receipt” in the title of Rule 96, for consistency with the title of new Rule 96.2.  Furthermore, a number linguistic refinements are proposed to the official French texts for clarification and consistency, as indicated in comments in the annexes to the French language version of this document only.
With regard to the amendments to Rules 71 and 94, in line with the discussions in the PCT Working Group (see paragraph 116(b) of document PCT/WG/12/24), the International Bureau would propose modifications to the Administrative Instructions following adoption of the amendments, such that transmission of the relevant documents by International Preliminary Examining Authorities would initially not be mandatory, thus allowing International Authorities time to adjust their IT systems, where necessary, while allowing for the early availability of documents from those Authorities able to provide them immediately.
Annex VI contains a “clean” text of the relevant Rules as they would stand after amendment.
Entry into Force, Transitional Arrangements and Understandings
[bookmark: _Ref518997192]It is proposed that the Assembly adopt the following decisions in relation to entry into force and transitional arrangements of the proposed amendments set out in Annexes I to V:
(f) The amendments to Rule 82quater, set out in Annex I, shall enter into force on July 1, 2020, and shall apply to any time limit to which Rule 82quater.2(a) applies that expires on or after that date. 
(g) New Rule 26quater, set out in Annex II, shall enter into force on July 1, 2020, and shall apply to any international application the international filing date of which is on or after that date.
(h) The amendments to Rules 4, 12, 20, 48, 51bis, 55 and 82ter and new Rule 40bis, set out in Annex III, shall enter into force on July 1, 2020, and shall apply to any international application in respect of which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office on or after that date.
(i) The amendments to Rules 15, 16, 57 and 96, set out in Annex IV, shall enter into force on July 1, 2020, and shall apply to any international application for which fees will be transferred by the collecting office on or after that date, including those collected under Rule 16 as it applies by virtue of Rule 45bis.3(b).
(j) The amendments to Rules 71 and 94, set out in Annex V, shall enter into force on July 1, 2020, and shall apply to any document received at or established by the International Preliminary Examining Authority on or after that date.
[bookmark: _Ref12266738]It is further proposed that the Assembly adopt the following Understandings concerning the provisions relating to erroneously filed elements and parts of the international application:
(k) “In adopting new Rule 20.8(a‑bis), the Assembly agreed that, where a correct element or part cannot be incorporated by reference under Rules 20.5bis(a)(ii) and (d) because of the operation of Rule 20.8(a-bis), the receiving Office concerned and the International Bureau shall agree, under Rule 19.4(a)(iii), with the authorization of the applicant, that the procedures under Rule 19.4 shall apply, in which case the international application shall, subject to Rule 19.4(b), be considered to have been received by that Office on behalf of the International Bureau as receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii).”
(l) “In adopting new Rule 20.5bis, the Assembly agreed that Article 15 should be interpreted such that, in the case of incorporation by reference of a correct element or part under Rule 20.5bis(d), the International Searching Authority would only be required to carry out the international search on the basis of the international application (‘the claims, with due regard to the description and the drawings, if any’) including the correct element or part incorporated by reference, and would not need to take into account any erroneously filed element or part which, pursuant to Rule 20.5bis(d), remained in the application.  The Assembly further agreed that Article 15 should be interpreted such that, in the case referred to in Rule 40bis.1, where no additional fees were paid within the prescribed time limit, the International Searching Authority would only be required to carry out the international search on the basis of the international application (‘the claims, with due regard to the description and the drawings, if any’) including the erroneously filed element or part, and would not need to take into account any correct element or part included in the application under Rule 20.5bis(c) or incorporated by reference under Rule 20.5bis(d).”  
Further Action by National Offices
The International Bureau draws the attention of PCT Contracting States to proposed new Rules 20.8(a‑bis) and (b-bis) set out in Annex III, under which, if adopted by the Assembly, receiving Offices and designated Offices would have the possibility to notify the International Bureau in relation to incompatibilities that may exist on October 9, 2019, between the applicable national laws and new Rules 20.5bis(a)(ii) and (d), noting that it is proposed, in those Rules, that any such notifications must be received by the International Bureau by April 9, 2020.
The Assembly of the PCT Union is invited to:
(m) adopt the proposed amendments to the Regulations under the PCT set out in Annexes I to V of document PCT/A/51/2, and the entry into force and transitional arrangements set out in paragraph 6 of the same document;  and
(n) adopt the Understandings set out in paragraph 7 of document PCT/A/51/2.
[Annexes follow]
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[bookmark: AxI]PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS
CONCERNING SAFEGUARDS IN CASE OF OUTAGES AFFECTING OFFICES
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[bookmark: _Toc534739055][bookmark: _Toc12868638]Rule 82quater
Excuse of Delay in Meeting Time Limits
[bookmark: _Toc534739056][bookmark: _Toc12868639]82quater.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc534739057][bookmark: _Toc12868640]82quater.2   Unavailability of Electronic Means of Communication at the Office
	(a)  Any national Office or intergovernmental organization may provide that, where a time limit fixed in the Regulations for performing an action before that Office or organization is not met due to the unavailability of any of the permitted electronic means of communication at that Office or organization, delay in meeting that time limit shall be excused, provided that the respective action was performed on the next working day on which the said electronic means of communication were available.  The Office or organization concerned shall publish information on any such unavailability including the period of the unavailability, and notify the International Bureau accordingly.
	(b)  The excuse of a delay in meeting a time limit under paragraph (a) need not be taken into account by any designated or elected Office before which the applicant, at the time the information referred to in paragraph (a) is published, has already performed the acts referred to in Article 22 or Article 39.
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[bookmark: _Toc4745421][bookmark: _Toc4747134][bookmark: _Toc4754788][bookmark: _Toc13560431]Rule 26quater  
Correction or Addition of Indications under Rule 4.11
[bookmark: _Toc4745422][bookmark: _Toc4747135][bookmark: _Toc4754789][bookmark: _Toc13560432]26quater.1   Correction or Addition of Indications
	The applicant may correct or add to the request any indication referred to in Rule 4.11 by a notice submitted to the International Bureau within a time limit of 16 months from the priority date, provided that any notice which is received by the International Bureau after the expiration of that time limit shall be considered to have been received on the last day of that time limit if the notice reaches the International Bureau before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed.
[bookmark: _Toc4745423][bookmark: _Toc4747136][bookmark: _Toc4754790][bookmark: _Toc13560433]26quater.2   Late Correction or Addition of Indications
	Where any correction or addition of an indication referred to in Rule 4.11 is not timely received under Rule 26quater.1, the International Bureau shall notify the applicant accordingly and shall proceed as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
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[bookmark: _Toc5715587][bookmark: _Toc14254904]Rule 4  
The Request (Contents)
[bookmark: _Toc5715588][bookmark: _Toc14254905]4.1 to 4.17   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715589][bookmark: _Toc14254906]4.18   Statement of Incorporation by Reference
	Where the international application, on the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office, claims the priority of an earlier application, the request may contain a statement that, where an element of the international application referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e), or a part of the description, claims or drawings referred to in Rule 20.5(a), or an element or part of the description, claims or drawings referred to in Rule 20.5bis(a) is not otherwise contained in the international application but is completely contained in the earlier application, that element or part is, subject to confirmation under Rule 20.6, incorporated by reference in the international application for the purposes of Rule 20.6.  Such a statement, if not contained in the request on that date, may be added to the request if, and only if, it was otherwise contained in, or submitted with, the international application on that date.
[bookmark: _Toc5715590][bookmark: _Toc14254907]4.19   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715591][bookmark: _Toc14254908]Rule 12  
Language of the International Application 
and Translations for the Purposes of International Search 
and International Publication
[bookmark: _Toc5715592][bookmark: _Toc14254909]12.1   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715593][bookmark: _Toc14254910]12.1bis   Language of Elements and Parts Furnished under Rule 20.3, 20.5, 20.5bis or 20.6
	An element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.3(b), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) and a part of the description, claims or drawings furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.5(b), 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) shall be in the language of the international application as filed or, where a translation of the application is required under Rule 12.3(a) or 12.4(a), in both the language of the application as filed and the language of that translation.
[bookmark: _Toc5715594][bookmark: _Toc14254911]12.1ter to 12.4   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715595][bookmark: _Toc14254912]Rule 20  
International Filing Date
[bookmark: _Toc14254913][bookmark: _Toc531079871]20.1 to 20.4   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc105480493][bookmark: _Toc116097033][bookmark: _Toc531079872][bookmark: _Toc5715596][bookmark: _Toc14254914]20.5   Missing Parts
	(a)  Where, in determining whether the papers purporting to be an international application fulfill the requirements of Article 11(1), the receiving Office finds that a part of the description, claims or drawings is or appears to be missing, including the case where all of the drawings are or appear to be missing (“missing part”) but not including the case where an entire element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) is or appears to be missing and not including the case referred to in Rule 20.5bis(a), it shall promptly invite the applicant, at the applicant’s option:
	(i)	to complete the purported international application by furnishing the missing part;  or
	(ii)	to confirm, in accordance with Rule 20.6(a), that the part was incorporated by reference under Rule 4.18;
and to make observations, if any, within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7.  If that time limit expires after the expiration of 12 months from the filing date of any application whose priority is claimed, the receiving Office shall call that circumstance to the attention of the applicant.
[bookmark: _Toc105480494][bookmark: _Toc116097034]	(b)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, the applicant furnishes to the receiving Office, on or before the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled but within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7, a missing part referred to in paragraph (a) so as to complete the purported international application, that part shall be included in the application, and the receiving Office shall accord as the international filing date the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled and proceed as provided in Rule 20.2(b) and (c).
	(c) to (e)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14254915]20.5bis   Erroneously Filed Elements and Parts
	(a)  Where, in determining whether the papers purporting to be an international application fulfill the requirements of Article 11(1), the receiving Office finds that an entire element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) has or appears to have been erroneously filed, or that a part of the description, claims or drawings has or appears to have been erroneously filed, including the case where all drawings have or appear to have been erroneously filed (“erroneously filed element or part”), it shall promptly invite the applicant, at the applicant’s option:
	(i)	to correct the purported international application by furnishing the correct element or part;  or
	(ii)	to confirm, in accordance with Rule 20.6(a), that the correct element or part was incorporated by reference under Rule 4.18;
and to make observations, if any, within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7.  If that time limit expires after the expiration of 12 months from the filing date of any application whose priority is claimed, the receiving Office shall call that circumstance to the attention of the applicant.
	(b)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, the applicant furnishes to the receiving Office, on or before the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled but within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7, a correct element or part so as to correct the purported international application, that correct element or part shall be included in the application, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall be removed from the application and the receiving Office shall accord as the international filing date the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled and proceed as provided in Rule 20.2(b) and (c) and as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
[Rule 20.5bis, continued]
	(c)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, the applicant furnishes to the receiving Office, after the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) were fulfilled but within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7, a correct element or part so as to correct the international application, that correct element or part shall be included in the application, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall be removed from the application, and the receiving Office shall correct the international filing date to the date on which the receiving Office received that correct element or part, notify the applicant accordingly and proceed as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
	(d)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, a correct element or part is, under Rule 20.6(b), considered to have been contained in the purported international application on the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall remain in the application, and the receiving Office shall accord as the international filing date the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled and proceed as provided in Rule 20.2(b) and (c) and as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
	(e)  Where the international filing date has been corrected under paragraph (c), the applicant may, in a notice submitted to the receiving Office within one month from the date of the notification under paragraph (c), request that the correct element or part be disregarded, in which case the correct element or part shall be considered not to have been furnished, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall be considered not to have been removed from the application and the correction of the international filing date under paragraph (c) shall be considered not to have been made, and the receiving Office shall proceed as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
[bookmark: _Toc531079873][bookmark: _Toc5715597][bookmark: _Toc14254916]20.6   Confirmation of Incorporation by Reference of Elements and Parts
	(a) and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the receiving Office finds that a requirement under Rule 4.18 or paragraph (a) has not been complied with or that the element or part referred to in paragraph (a) is not completely contained in the earlier application concerned, the receiving Office shall proceed as provided for in Rule 20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b), or 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b) or 20.5bis(c), as the case may be.
[bookmark: _Toc116097035][bookmark: _Toc531079874][bookmark: _Toc5715598][bookmark: _Toc14254917]20.7   Time Limit
	(a)  The applicable time limit referred to in Rules 20.3(a) and (b), 20.4, 20.5(a), (b) and (c), 20.5bis(a), (b) and (c), and 20.6(a) shall be:
	(i)	where an invitation under Rule 20.3(a), or 20.5(a) or 20.5bis(a), as applicable, was sent to the applicant, two months from the date of the invitation;
	(ii)	where no such invitation was sent to the applicant, two months from the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office.
	(b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc105480495][bookmark: _Toc116097036][bookmark: _Toc531079875][bookmark: _Toc5715599][bookmark: _Toc14254918]20.8   Incompatibility with National Laws
	(a)  [No change]
	(a-bis)  If, on October 9, 2019, any of Rules 20.5bis(a)(ii) and (d) are not compatible with the national law applied by the receiving Office, the Rules concerned shall not apply to an international application filed with that receiving Office for as long as they continue not to be compatible with that law, provided that the said Office informs the International Bureau accordingly by April 9, 2020.  The information received shall be promptly published by the International Bureau in the Gazette.
[Rule 20.8, continued]
	(a-ter) (a-bis) Where a missing an element or a part cannot be incorporated by reference in the international application under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 because of the operation of paragraph (a) or paragraph (a-bis) of this Rule, the receiving Office shall proceed as provided for in Rule 20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b), or 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b) or 20.5bis(c), as the case may be.  Where the receiving Office proceeds as provided for in Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), the applicant may proceed as provided for in Rule 20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e), as the case may be.
	(b)  [No change]
	(b-bis)  If, on October 9, 2019, any of Rules 20.5bis(a)(ii) and (d) are not compatible with the national law applied by the designated Office, the Rules concerned shall not apply in respect of that Office in relation to an international application in respect of which the acts referred to in Article 22 have been performed before that Office for as long as they continue not to be compatible with that law, provided that the said Office informs the International Bureau accordingly by April 9, 2020.  The information received shall be promptly published by the International Bureau in the Gazette.
	(c)  Where an element or part is considered to have been incorporated by reference in the international application by virtue of a finding of the receiving Office under Rule 20.6(b), but that incorporation by reference does not apply to the international application for the purposes of the procedure before a designated Office because of the operation of paragraph (b) or paragraph (b-bis) of this Rule, the designated Office may treat the application as if the international filing date had been accorded under Rule 20.3(b)(i) , or 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), as the case may be, provided that Rule 82ter.1(c) and (d) shall apply mutatis mutandis.
[bookmark: _Toc11833787][bookmark: _Toc14254919]Rule 40bis  
Additional Fees in Case of Missing Parts or Correct Elements and Parts 
Included in the International Application or Considered to Have Been Contained in the International Application
[bookmark: _Toc11833788][bookmark: _Toc14254920]40bis.1   Invitation to Pay Additional Fees
	The International Searching Authority may invite the applicant to pay additional fees where the fact that a missing part or a correct element or part:
	(i)	is included in the international application under Rule 20.5(c) or Rule 20.5bis(c), respectively;  or
	(ii)	is considered, under Rule 20.5(d) or Rule 20.5bis(d), respectively, to have been contained in the international application on the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office;
is notified to that Authority only after it has begun to draw up the international search report.  The invitation shall invite the applicant to pay the additional fees within one month from the date of the invitation and indicate the amount of those fees to be paid.  The amount of the additional fees shall be determined by the International Searching Authority but shall not exceed the search fee;  the additional fees shall be payable directly to that Authority.  Provided any such additional fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit, the International Searching Authority shall establish the international search report on the international application including any such missing part or any such correct element or part.
[bookmark: _Toc11833789][bookmark: _Toc14254921][bookmark: _Toc5715600]Rule 48  
International Publication
[bookmark: _Toc11833790][bookmark: _Toc14254922]48.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc11833791][bookmark: _Toc14254923]48.2   Contents
	(a)  [No change]
	(b)  Subject to paragraph (c), the front page shall include:
	(i)	to (iv)   [No change]
	(v)	where the international filing date has been accorded by the receiving Office under Rule 20.3(b)(ii), or 20.5(d) or 20.5bis(d) on the basis of the incorporation by reference under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 of an element or part, an indication to that effect, together with an indication as to whether the applicant, for the purposes of Rule 20.6(a)(ii), relied on compliance with Rule 17.1(a), (b) or (b-bis) in relation to the priority document or on a separately submitted copy of the earlier application concerned;
	(vi)	[No change]
	(vii)	where applicable, an indication that the published international application contains information concerning a request under Rule 26bis.3 for restoration of the right of priority and the decision of the receiving Office upon such request;
	(viii)	where applicable, an indication that an erroneously filed element or part has been removed from the international application in accordance with Rule 20.5bis(b) or (c).
	(c) to (n)   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc11833792][bookmark: _Toc14254924]48.3 to 48.6   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc11833793][bookmark: _Toc14254925]Rule 51bis  
Certain National Requirements Allowed under Article 27
[bookmark: _Toc11833794][bookmark: _Toc14254926]51bis.1   Certain National Requirements Allowed 
	(a)  Subject to Rule 51bis.2, the national law applicable by the designated Office may, in accordance with Article 27, require the applicant to furnish, in particular:
	(i)	to (vi)   [No change]
	(vii)	any missing indication required under Rule 4.5(a)(ii) and (iii) in respect of any applicant for the designated State;
	(viii)	in the cases referred to in Rule 82ter.1, a translation of any erroneously filed element or part removed from the international application in accordance with Rule 20.5bis(b) or (c).
	(b) to (d)   [No change]
	(e)  The national law applicable by the designated Office may, in accordance with Article 27, require the applicant to furnish a translation of the priority document, provided that such a translation may only be required:
	(i)	[No change]
	(ii)	where the international filing date has been accorded by the receiving Office under Rule 20.3(b)(ii), or 20.5(d) or 20.5bis(d) on the basis of the incorporation by reference under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 of an element or part, for the purposes of determining under Rule 82ter.1(b) whether that element or part is completely contained in the priority document concerned, in which case the national law applicable by the designated Office may also require the applicant to furnish, in the case of a part of the description, claims or drawings, an indication as to where that part is contained in the translation of the priority document.
[bookmark: _Toc11833795][bookmark: _Toc14254927]51bis.2 and 51bis.3   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14254928]Rule 55  
Languages (International Preliminary Examination)
[bookmark: _Toc5715601][bookmark: _Toc14254929]55.1   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715602][bookmark: _Toc14254930]55.2   Translation of International Application
	(a)  [No change]
	(a-bis)  A translation of the international application into a language referred to in paragraph (a) shall include any element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.3(b), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) and any part of the description, claims or drawings furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.5(b), 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) which is considered to have been contained in the international application under Rule 20.6(b).
	(a-ter) to (d)   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715603][bookmark: _Toc14254931]55.3   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc5715608][bookmark: _Toc11833796][bookmark: _Toc14254932]Rule 82ter  
Rectification of Errors Made 
by the Receiving Office or by the International Bureau
[bookmark: _Toc531079876][bookmark: _Toc5715609][bookmark: _Toc11833797][bookmark: _Toc14254933]82ter.1   Errors Concerning the International Filing Date and the Priority Claim
	(a)  [No change]
	(b)  Where the international filing date has been accorded by the receiving Office under Rule 20.3(b)(ii), or 20.5(d) or 20.5bis(d) on the basis of the incorporation by reference under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 of an element or part but the designated or elected Office finds that:
	(i)	the applicant has not complied with Rule 17.1(a), (b) or (b-bis) in relation to the priority document;
	(ii)	a requirement under Rule 4.18, 20.6(a)(i) or 51bis.1(e)(ii) has not been complied with;  or
	(iii)	the element or part is not completely contained in the priority document concerned;
the designated or elected Office may, subject to paragraph (c), treat the international application as if the international filing date had been accorded under Rule 20.3(b)(i), or 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), as applicable, provided that Rule 17.1(c) shall apply mutatis mutandis.
	(c)  The designated or elected Office shall not treat the international application under paragraph (b) as if the international filing date had been accorded under Rule 20.3(b)(i), or 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), without giving the applicant the opportunity to make observations on the intended treatment, or to make a request under paragraph (d), within a time limit which shall be reasonable under the circumstances.
[Rule 82ter.1, continued]
	(d)  Where the designated or elected Office, in accordance with paragraph (c), has notified the applicant that it intends to treat the international application as if the international filing date had been corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), the applicant may, in a notice submitted to that Office within the time limit referred to in paragraph (c), request that the missing part concerned, or the correct element or part concerned, be disregarded for the purposes of national processing before that Office, in which case that missing part, or that correct element or part, shall be considered not to have been furnished and that Office shall not treat the international application as if the international filing date had been corrected.

[Annex IV follows] 
PCT/A/51/2
ANNEX III

PCT/A/51/2

Annex III, page 12


PCT/A/51/2
Annex III, page 11
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[bookmark: _Toc9429125][bookmark: _Toc14254934]Rule 15  
The International Filing Fee
[bookmark: _Toc9429126][bookmark: _Toc14254935]15.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429127][bookmark: _Toc14254936]15.2   Amount;  Transfer
	(a)  and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the prescribed currency is the Swiss franc, the receiving Office shall promptly transfer the said fee to the International Bureau in Swiss francs in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(d)  Where the prescribed currency is a currency other than the Swiss franc and that currency:
	(i)	is freely convertible into Swiss francs, the Director General shall establish, for each receiving Office which prescribes such a currency for the payment of the international filing fee, an equivalent amount of that fee in the prescribed currency according to directives given by the Assembly, and the amount in that currency shall promptly be transferred by the receiving Office to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2;
	(ii)	is not freely convertible into Swiss francs, the receiving Office shall be responsible for the conversion of the international filing fee from the prescribed currency into Swiss francs and shall promptly transfer that fee in Swiss francs, in the amount set out in the Schedule of Fees, to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.  Alternatively, if the receiving Office so wishes, it may convert the international filing fee from the prescribed currency into euros or US dollars and promptly transfer the equivalent amount of that fee in euros or US dollars, as established by the Director General according to directives given by the Assembly as referred to in item (i), to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.
[bookmark: _Toc9429128][bookmark: _Toc14254937]15.3 and 15.4  [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429129][bookmark: _Toc14254938]Rule 16  
The Search Fee
[bookmark: _Toc9429130][bookmark: _Toc14254939]16.1   Right to Ask for a Fee
	(a)  and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the prescribed currency is the currency in which the International Searching Authority has fixed the said fee (“fixed currency”), the receiving Office shall promptly transfer the said fee to that Authority in that currency in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(d)  Where the prescribed currency is not the fixed currency and that currency:
	(i)	is freely convertible into the fixed currency, the Director General shall establish, for each receiving Office which prescribes such a currency for the payment of the search fee, an equivalent amount of that fee in the prescribed currency according to directives given by the Assembly, and the amount in that currency shall promptly be transferred by the receiving Office to the International Searching Authority in accordance with Rule 96.2;
	(ii)	is not freely convertible into the fixed currency, the receiving Office shall be responsible for the conversion of the search fee from the prescribed currency into the fixed currency and shall promptly transfer that fee in the fixed currency, in the amount fixed by the International Searching Authority, to the International Searching Authority in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(e)  and (f)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429131][bookmark: _Toc14254940]16.2  and 16.3   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429136][bookmark: _Toc14254941]Rule 57  
The Handling Fee
[bookmark: _Toc9429137][bookmark: _Toc14254942]57.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429138][bookmark: _Toc14254943]57.2   Amount;  Transfer
	(a) and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the prescribed currency is the Swiss franc, the Authority shall promptly transfer the said fee to the International Bureau in Swiss francs in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(d)  Where the prescribed currency is a currency other than the Swiss franc and that currency:
	(i)	is freely convertible into Swiss francs, the Director General shall establish, for each Authority which prescribes such a currency for the payment of the handling fee, an equivalent amount of that fee in the prescribed currency according to directives given by the Assembly, and the amount in that currency shall promptly be transferred by the Authority to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2;
	(ii)	is not freely convertible into Swiss francs, the Authority shall be responsible for the conversion of the handling fee from the prescribed currency into Swiss francs and shall promptly transfer that fee in Swiss francs, in the amount set out in the Schedule of Fees, to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.  Alternatively, if the Authority so wishes, it may convert the handling fee from the prescribed currency into euros or US dollars and promptly transfer the equivalent amount of that fee in euros or US dollars, as established by the Director General according to directives given by the Assembly as referred to in item (i), to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.
[bookmark: _Toc9429139][bookmark: _Toc14254944]57.3 and 57.4   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429140][bookmark: _Toc14254945]Rule 96  
The Schedule of Fees;  Receipt and Transfer of Fees
[bookmark: _Toc9429141][bookmark: _Toc14254946]96.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc9429142][bookmark: _Toc14254947]96.2  Notification of Receipt of Fees;  Transfer of Fees
	(a)  For the purposes of this Rule, “Office” shall mean the receiving Office (including the International Bureau acting as receiving Office), the International Searching Authority, an Authority specified for supplementary international search, the International Preliminary Examining Authority or the International Bureau.
	(b)  Where, in accordance with these Regulations or the Administrative Instructions, a fee is collected by one Office (“collecting Office”) for the benefit of another Office (“beneficiary Office”), the collecting Office shall promptly notify the receipt of each such fee in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.  Upon receipt of the notification, the beneficiary Office shall proceed as if it had received the fee on the date on which the fee was received by the collecting Office. 
	(c)  The collecting Office shall transfer any fees collected for the benefit of a beneficiary Office to that Office in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
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[bookmark: _Toc6220690][bookmark: _Toc14254948][bookmark: _Toc511121974][bookmark: _Toc513631742]Rule 71 - 
Transmittal of the 
International Preliminary Examination Report
and Related Documents
[bookmark: _Toc6220691][bookmark: _Toc14254949]71.1   Recipients
	(a)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall, on the same day, transmit one copy of the international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, to the International Bureau, and one copy to the applicant.
	(b)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall transmit copies of other documents from the file of the international preliminary examination to the International Bureau in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
[bookmark: _Toc6220692][bookmark: _Toc14254950]71.2   Copies of Cited Documents
	(a) to (d)  [No change]


[bookmark: _Toc6220693][bookmark: _Toc14254951]Rule 94
Access to Files 
[bookmark: _Toc6220694][bookmark: _Toc14254952]94.1  Access to the File Held by the International Bureau
	(a) and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  The International Bureau shall, if so requested by an elected Office, but not before the international preliminary examination report has been established, furnish on behalf of that Office copies of the international preliminary examination report under paragraph (b) on behalf of that Office of any document transmitted to it under Rule 71.1(a) or (b) by the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The International Bureau shall promptly publish details of any such request in the Gazette.
	(d) to (g)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc6220695][bookmark: _Toc14254953]94.1bis to 94.3  [No change]
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[bookmark: _Toc14446000]Rule 4  
The Request (Contents)
[bookmark: _Toc14446001]4.1 to 4.17   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446002]4.18   Statement of Incorporation by Reference
	Where the international application, on the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office, claims the priority of an earlier application, the request may contain a statement that, where an element of the international application referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e), or a part of the description, claims or drawings referred to in Rule 20.5(a), or an element or part of the description, claims or drawings referred to in Rule 20.5bis(a) is not otherwise contained in the international application but is completely contained in the earlier application, that element or part is, subject to confirmation under Rule 20.6, incorporated by reference in the international application for the purposes of Rule 20.6.  Such a statement, if not contained in the request on that date, may be added to the request if, and only if, it was otherwise contained in, or submitted with, the international application on that date.
[bookmark: _Toc14446003]4.19   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446004]Rule 12  
Language of the International Application 
and Translations for the Purposes of International Search 
and International Publication
[bookmark: _Toc14446005]12.1   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446006]12.1bis   Language of Elements and Parts Furnished under Rule 20.3, 20.5, 20.5bis or 20.6
	An element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.3(b), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) and a part of the description, claims or drawings furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.5(b), 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) shall be in the language of the international application as filed or, where a translation of the application is required under Rule 12.3(a) or 12.4(a), in both the language of the application as filed and the language of that translation.
[bookmark: _Toc14446007]12.1ter to 12.4   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446008]Rule 15  
The International Filing Fee
[bookmark: _Toc14446009]15.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446010]15.2   Amount;  Transfer
	(a)  and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the prescribed currency is the Swiss franc, the receiving Office shall transfer the said fee to the International Bureau in Swiss francs in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(d)  Where the prescribed currency is a currency other than the Swiss franc and that currency:
	(i)	is freely convertible into Swiss francs, the Director General shall establish, for each receiving Office which prescribes such a currency for the payment of the international filing fee, an equivalent amount of that fee in the prescribed currency according to directives given by the Assembly, and the amount in that currency shall be transferred by the receiving Office to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2;
	(ii)	is not freely convertible into Swiss francs, the receiving Office shall be responsible for the conversion of the international filing fee from the prescribed currency into Swiss francs and shall transfer that fee in Swiss francs, in the amount set out in the Schedule of Fees, to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.  Alternatively, if the receiving Office so wishes, it may convert the international filing fee from the prescribed currency into euros or US dollars and transfer the equivalent amount of that fee in euros or US dollars, as established by the Director General according to directives given by the Assembly as referred to in item (i), to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.
[bookmark: _Toc14446011]15.3 and 15.4  [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446012]Rule 16  
The Search Fee
[bookmark: _Toc14446013]16.1   Right to Ask for a Fee
	(a)  and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the prescribed currency is the currency in which the International Searching Authority has fixed the said fee (“fixed currency”), the receiving Office shall transfer the said fee to that Authority in that currency in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(d)  Where the prescribed currency is not the fixed currency and that currency:
	(i)	is freely convertible into the fixed currency, the Director General shall establish, for each receiving Office which prescribes such a currency for the payment of the search fee, an equivalent amount of that fee in the prescribed currency according to directives given by the Assembly, and the amount in that currency shall be transferred by the receiving Office to the International Searching Authority in accordance with Rule 96.2;
	(ii)	is not freely convertible into the fixed currency, the receiving Office shall be responsible for the conversion of the search fee from the prescribed currency into the fixed currency and shall transfer that fee in the fixed currency, in the amount fixed by the International Searching Authority, to the International Searching Authority in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(e)  and (f)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446014]16.2  and 16.3   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446015]Rule 20  
International Filing Date
[bookmark: _Toc14446016]20.1 to 20.4   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446017]20.5   Missing Parts
	(a)  Where, in determining whether the papers purporting to be an international application fulfill the requirements of Article 11(1), the receiving Office finds that a part of the description, claims or drawings is or appears to be missing, including the case where all of the drawings are or appear to be missing (“missing part”) but not including the case where an entire element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) is or appears to be missing and not including the case referred to in Rule 20.5bis(a), it shall promptly invite the applicant, at the applicant’s option:
	(i)	to complete the purported international application by furnishing the missing part;  or
	(ii)	to confirm, in accordance with Rule 20.6(a), that the part was incorporated by reference under Rule 4.18;
and to make observations, if any, within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7.  If that time limit expires after the expiration of 12 months from the filing date of any application whose priority is claimed, the receiving Office shall call that circumstance to the attention of the applicant.
	(b)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, the applicant furnishes to the receiving Office, on or before the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled but within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7, a missing part referred to in paragraph (a) so as to complete the purported international application, that part shall be included in the application, and the receiving Office shall accord as the international filing date the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled and proceed as provided in Rule 20.2(b) and (c).
	(c) to (e)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446018]20.5bis   Erroneously Filed Elements and Parts
	(a)  Where, in determining whether the papers purporting to be an international application fulfill the requirements of Article 11(1), the receiving Office finds that an entire element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) has or appears to have been erroneously filed, or that a part of the description, claims or drawings has or appears to have been erroneously filed, including the case where all drawings have or appear to have been erroneously filed (“erroneously filed element or part”), it shall promptly invite the applicant, at the applicant’s option:
	(i)	to correct the purported international application by furnishing the correct element or part;  or
	(ii)	to confirm, in accordance with Rule 20.6(a), that the correct element or part was incorporated by reference under Rule 4.18;
and to make observations, if any, within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7.  If that time limit expires after the expiration of 12 months from the filing date of any application whose priority is claimed, the receiving Office shall call that circumstance to the attention of the applicant.
	(b)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, the applicant furnishes to the receiving Office, on or before the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled but within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7, a correct element or part so as to correct the purported international application, that correct element or part shall be included in the application, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall be removed from the application and the receiving Office shall accord as the international filing date the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled and proceed as provided in Rule 20.2(b) and (c) and as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
[Rule 20.5bis, continued]
	(c)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, the applicant furnishes to the receiving Office, after the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) were fulfilled but within the applicable time limit under Rule 20.7, a correct element or part so as to correct the international application, that correct element or part shall be included in the application, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall be removed from the application, and the receiving Office shall correct the international filing date to the date on which the receiving Office received that correct element or part, notify the applicant accordingly and proceed as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
	(d)  Where, following an invitation under paragraph (a) or otherwise, a correct element or part is, under Rule 20.6(b), considered to have been contained in the purported international application on the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall remain in the application, and the receiving Office shall accord as the international filing date the date on which all of the requirements of Article 11(1) are fulfilled and proceed as provided in Rule 20.2(b) and (c) and as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
	(e)  Where the international filing date has been corrected under paragraph (c), the applicant may, in a notice submitted to the receiving Office within one month from the date of the notification under paragraph (c), request that the correct element or part be disregarded, in which case the correct element or part shall be considered not to have been furnished, the erroneously filed element or part concerned shall be considered not to have been removed from the application and the correction of the international filing date under paragraph (c) shall be considered not to have been made, and the receiving Office shall proceed as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
[bookmark: _Toc14446019]20.6   Confirmation of Incorporation by Reference of Elements and Parts
	(a) and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the receiving Office finds that a requirement under Rule 4.18 or paragraph (a) has not been complied with or that the element or part referred to in paragraph (a) is not completely contained in the earlier application concerned, the receiving Office shall proceed as provided for in Rule 20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b), 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b) or 20.5bis(c), as the case may be.
[bookmark: _Toc14446020]20.7   Time Limit
	(a)  The applicable time limit referred to in Rules 20.3(a) and (b), 20.4, 20.5(a), (b) and (c), 20.5bis(a), (b) and (c), and 20.6(a) shall be:
	(i)	where an invitation under Rule 20.3(a), 20.5(a) or 20.5bis(a), as applicable, was sent to the applicant, two months from the date of the invitation;
	(ii)	where no such invitation was sent to the applicant, two months from the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office.
	(b)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446021]20.8   Incompatibility with National Laws
	(a)  [No change]
	(a-bis)  If, on October 9, 2019, any of Rules 20.5bis(a)(ii) and (d) are not compatible with the national law applied by the receiving Office, the Rules concerned shall not apply to an international application filed with that receiving Office for as long as they continue not to be compatible with that law, provided that the said Office informs the International Bureau accordingly by April 9, 2020.  The information received shall be promptly published by the International Bureau in the Gazette.
[Rule 20.8, continued]
	(a-ter)  Where an element or a part cannot be incorporated by reference in the international application under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 because of the operation of paragraph (a) or paragraph (a-bis) of this Rule, the receiving Office shall proceed as provided for in Rule 20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b), 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b) or 20.5bis(c), as the case may be.  Where the receiving Office proceeds as provided for in Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), the applicant may proceed as provided for in Rule 20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e), as the case may be.
	(b)  [No change]
	(b-bis)  If, on October 9, 2019, any of Rules 20.5bis(a)(ii) and (d) are not compatible with the national law applied by the designated Office, the Rules concerned shall not apply in respect of that Office in relation to an international application in respect of which the acts referred to in Article 22 have been performed before that Office for as long as they continue not to be compatible with that law, provided that the said Office informs the International Bureau accordingly by April 9, 2020.  The information received shall be promptly published by the International Bureau in the Gazette.
	(c)  Where an element or part is considered to have been incorporated by reference in the international application by virtue of a finding of the receiving Office under Rule 20.6(b), but that incorporation by reference does not apply to the international application for the purposes of the procedure before a designated Office because of the operation of paragraph (b) or paragraph (b-bis) of this Rule, the designated Office may treat the application as if the international filing date had been accorded under Rule 20.3(b)(i) , 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), as the case may be, provided that Rule 82ter.1(c) and (d) shall apply mutatis mutandis.
[bookmark: _Toc14446022]Rule 26quater  
Correction or Addition of Indications under Rule 4.11
[bookmark: _Toc14446023]26quater.1   Correction or Addition of Indications
	The applicant may correct or add to the request any indication referred to in Rule 4.11 by a notice submitted to the International Bureau within a time limit of 16 months from the priority date, provided that any notice which is received by the International Bureau after the expiration of that time limit shall be considered to have been received on the last day of that time limit if the notice reaches the International Bureau before the technical preparations for international publication have been completed.
[bookmark: _Toc14446024]26quater.2   Late Correction or Addition of Indications
	Where any correction or addition of an indication referred to in Rule 4.11 is not timely received under Rule 26quater.1, the International Bureau shall notify the applicant accordingly and shall proceed as provided for in the Administrative Instructions.
[bookmark: _Toc14446025]Rule 40bis  
Additional Fees in Case of Missing Parts or Correct Elements and Parts 
Included in the International Application or Considered to Have Been Contained in the International Application
[bookmark: _Toc14446026]40bis.1   Invitation to Pay Additional Fees
	The International Searching Authority may invite the applicant to pay additional fees where the fact that a missing part or a correct element or part:
	(i)	is included in the international application under Rule 20.5(c) or Rule 20.5bis(c), respectively;  or
	(ii)	is considered, under Rule 20.5(d) or Rule 20.5bis(d), respectively, to have been contained in the international application on the date on which one or more elements referred to in Article 11(1)(iii) were first received by the receiving Office;
is notified to that Authority only after it has begun to draw up the international search report.  The invitation shall invite the applicant to pay the additional fees within one month from the date of the invitation and indicate the amount of those fees to be paid.  The amount of the additional fees shall be determined by the International Searching Authority but shall not exceed the search fee;  the additional fees shall be payable directly to that Authority.  Provided any such additional fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit, the International Searching Authority shall establish the international search report on the international application including any such missing part or any such correct element or part.
[bookmark: _Toc14446027]Rule 48  
International Publication
[bookmark: _Toc14446028]48.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446029]48.2   Contents
	(a)  [No change]
	(b)  Subject to paragraph (c), the front page shall include:
	(i)	to (iv)   [No change]
	(v)	where the international filing date has been accorded by the receiving Office under Rule 20.3(b)(ii), 20.5(d) or 20.5bis(d) on the basis of the incorporation by reference under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 of an element or part, an indication to that effect, together with an indication as to whether the applicant, for the purposes of Rule 20.6(a)(ii), relied on compliance with Rule 17.1(a), (b) or (b-bis) in relation to the priority document or on a separately submitted copy of the earlier application concerned;
	(vi)	[No change]
	(vii)	where applicable, an indication that the published international application contains information concerning a request under Rule 26bis.3 for restoration of the right of priority and the decision of the receiving Office upon such request;
	(viii)	where applicable, an indication that an erroneously filed element or part has been removed from the international application in accordance with Rule 20.5bis(b) or (c).
	(c) to (n)   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446030]48.3 to 48.6   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446031]Rule 51bis  
Certain National Requirements Allowed under Article 27
[bookmark: _Toc14446032]51bis.1   Certain National Requirements Allowed 
	(a)  Subject to Rule 51bis.2, the national law applicable by the designated Office may, in accordance with Article 27, require the applicant to furnish, in particular:
	(i)	to (vi)   [No change]
	(vii)	any missing indication required under Rule 4.5(a)(ii) and (iii) in respect of any applicant for the designated State;
	(viii)	in the cases referred to in Rule 82ter.1, a translation of any erroneously filed element or part removed from the international application in accordance with Rule 20.5bis(b) or (c).
	(b) to (d)   [No change]
	(e)  The national law applicable by the designated Office may, in accordance with Article 27, require the applicant to furnish a translation of the priority document, provided that such a translation may only be required:
	(i)	[No change]
	(ii)	where the international filing date has been accorded by the receiving Office under Rule 20.3(b)(ii), 20.5(d) or 20.5bis(d) on the basis of the incorporation by reference under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 of an element or part, for the purposes of determining under Rule 82ter.1(b) whether that element or part is completely contained in the priority document concerned, in which case the national law applicable by the designated Office may also require the applicant to furnish, in the case of a part of the description, claims or drawings, an indication as to where that part is contained in the translation of the priority document.
[bookmark: _Toc14446033]51bis.2 and 51bis.3   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446034]Rule 55  
Languages (International Preliminary Examination)
[bookmark: _Toc14446035]55.1   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446036]55.2   Translation of International Application
	(a)  [No change]
	(a-bis)  A translation of the international application into a language referred to in paragraph (a) shall include any element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e) furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.3(b), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) and any part of the description, claims or drawings furnished by the applicant under Rule 20.5(b), 20.5(c), 20.5bis(b), 20.5bis(c) or 20.6(a) which is considered to have been contained in the international application under Rule 20.6(b).
	(a-ter) to (d)   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446037]55.3   [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446038]Rule 57  
The Handling Fee
[bookmark: _Toc14446039]57.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446040]57.2   Amount;  Transfer
	(a) and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  Where the prescribed currency is the Swiss franc, the Authority shall transfer the said fee to the International Bureau in Swiss francs in accordance with Rule 96.2.
	(d)  Where the prescribed currency is a currency other than the Swiss franc and that currency:
	(i)	is freely convertible into Swiss francs, the Director General shall establish, for each Authority which prescribes such a currency for the payment of the handling fee, an equivalent amount of that fee in the prescribed currency according to directives given by the Assembly, and the amount in that currency shall be transferred by the Authority to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2;
	(ii)	is not freely convertible into Swiss francs, the Authority shall be responsible for the conversion of the handling fee from the prescribed currency into Swiss francs and shall transfer that fee in Swiss francs, in the amount set out in the Schedule of Fees, to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.  Alternatively, if the Authority so wishes, it may convert the handling fee from the prescribed currency into euros or US dollars and transfer the equivalent amount of that fee in euros or US dollars, as established by the Director General according to directives given by the Assembly as referred to in item (i), to the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 96.2.
[bookmark: _Toc14446041]57.3 and 57.4   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446042]Rule 71 - 
Transmittal of the 
International Preliminary Examination Report
and Related Documents
[bookmark: _Toc14446043]71.1   Recipients
	(a)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall, on the same day, transmit one copy of the international preliminary examination report and its annexes, if any, to the International Bureau, and one copy to the applicant.
	(b)  The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall transmit copies of other documents from the file of the international preliminary examination to the International Bureau in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
[bookmark: _Toc14446044]71.2   Copies of Cited Documents
	(a) to (d)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446045]Rule 82ter  
Rectification of Errors Made 
by the Receiving Office or by the International Bureau
[bookmark: _Toc14446046]82ter.1   Errors Concerning the International Filing Date and the Priority Claim
	(a)  [No change]
	(b)  Where the international filing date has been accorded by the receiving Office under Rule 20.3(b)(ii), 20.5(d) or 20.5bis(d) on the basis of the incorporation by reference under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 of an element or part but the designated or elected Office finds that:
	(i)	the applicant has not complied with Rule 17.1(a), (b) or (b-bis) in relation to the priority document;
	(ii)	a requirement under Rule 4.18, 20.6(a)(i) or 51bis.1(e)(ii) has not been complied with;  or
	(iii)	the element or part is not completely contained in the priority document concerned;
the designated or elected Office may, subject to paragraph (c), treat the international application as if the international filing date had been accorded under Rule 20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), as applicable, provided that Rule 17.1(c) shall apply mutatis mutandis.
	(c)  The designated or elected Office shall not treat the international application under paragraph (b) as if the international filing date had been accorded under Rule 20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), without giving the applicant the opportunity to make observations on the intended treatment, or to make a request under paragraph (d), within a time limit which shall be reasonable under the circumstances.
[Rule 82ter.1, continued]
	(d)  Where the designated or elected Office, in accordance with paragraph (c), has notified the applicant that it intends to treat the international application as if the international filing date had been corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), the applicant may, in a notice submitted to that Office within the time limit referred to in paragraph (c), request that the missing part concerned, or the correct element or part concerned, be disregarded for the purposes of national processing before that Office, in which case that missing part, or that correct element or part, shall be considered not to have been furnished and that Office shall not treat the international application as if the international filing date had been corrected.
[bookmark: _Toc14446047]Rule 82quater
Excuse of Delay in Meeting Time Limits
[bookmark: _Toc14446048]82quater.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446049]82quater.2   Unavailability of Electronic Means of Communication at the Office
	(a)  Any national Office or intergovernmental organization may provide that, where a time limit fixed in the Regulations for performing an action before that Office or organization is not met due to the unavailability of any of the permitted electronic means of communication at that Office or organization, delay in meeting that time limit shall be excused, provided that the respective action was performed on the next working day on which the said electronic means of communication were available.  The Office or organization concerned shall publish information on any such unavailability including the period of the unavailability, and notify the International Bureau accordingly.
	(b)  The excuse of a delay in meeting a time limit under paragraph (a) need not be taken into account by any designated or elected Office before which the applicant, at the time the information referred to in paragraph (a) is published, has already performed the acts referred to in Article 22 or Article 39.
[bookmark: _Toc14446050]Rule 94
Access to Files 
[bookmark: _Toc14446051]94.1  Access to the File Held by the International Bureau
	(a) and (b)  [No change]
	(c)  The International Bureau shall, if so requested by an elected Office, but not before the international preliminary examination report has been established, furnish on behalf of that Office copies under paragraph (b) of any document transmitted to it under Rule 71.1(a) or (b) by the International Preliminary Examining Authority. The International Bureau shall promptly publish details of any such request in the Gazette.
	(d) to (g)  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446052]94.1bis to 94.3  [No change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446053]Rule 96  
The Schedule of Fees;  Receipt and Transfer of Fees
[bookmark: _Toc14446054]96.1   [No Change]
[bookmark: _Toc14446055]96.2  Notification of Receipt of Fees;  Transfer of Fees
	(a)  For the purposes of this Rule, “Office” shall mean the receiving Office (including the International Bureau acting as receiving Office), the International Searching Authority, an Authority specified for supplementary international search, the International Preliminary Examining Authority or the International Bureau.
	(b)  Where, in accordance with these Regulations or the Administrative Instructions, a fee is collected by one Office (“collecting Office”) for the benefit of another Office (“beneficiary Office”), the collecting Office shall promptly notify the receipt of each such fee in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.  Upon receipt of the notification, the beneficiary Office shall proceed as if it had received the fee on the date on which the fee was received by the collecting Office. 
	(c)  The collecting Office shall transfer any fees collected for the benefit of a beneficiary Office to that Office in accordance with the Administrative Instructions.
[End of Annex VI and of document]
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